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Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, 


Tas 
A * N E 8 


2 * 4 * 


TH 2 4 


RETURNED ro SERVE IN THE 


PRESENT PARLIAMENT, 


WITH THE 


PLACES THEY REPRESENT. 


- 
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AnTain County, (10) 


Hox. Hercules Rowley. 
Right Hon. John O'Neill, 
Pals 
Hon. William Jotin Skeffington, 
Hon. Chicheſter Skeffington. 


Barough of Belfa 
Hon, Henry — 


Hon. Hewit. 


Borough of Liſburne, 
William Sharman, Eſq; 
William Todd R Eſqz 


Boreugh of Randalflown, 
Michael 844, Eſq; 


* 


TH 
Ti g 
4 


ARMAGH Serve (6) 
. Hon. William Brown- 
ow 


| William Richardſon, Eſq; 


k Borough of Armagh, 
m_— Meredyth, Eſqs 
George Rawſon, Eſq; 
Borough of Charlemont. 
Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart. 
Right Hon, Henry Grattan. 


| "= 
Caxntcirercus CountY 
and Town. (2) 


| Conway Richard Dobbs, Eq 
| Waddel Cuaniogham, Eſq 


CarnkxLocu CounTy, (6) 


Borough of Belturbet. 
Sir Skeffington Smyth, Bart. 
David Latouche, jun. Eſq; 
Borough / Cavan. 
Thomas Neſbitt, Eſq; 
Right Hon. 


Cane Country. (4) 
Sir Hugh Dillon Maſſey, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq, 
 Berough of Ennis. 
Steuart Weldon, Eſq; 
John Thomas Foſter, Eſq; 


Coxx County. (26) 


James Bernard, Eſq; + 
Lord Viſcount Kingſborough. 


Berough e Baltimore. 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly 
called Lord Sudley. 
Richard Longheld, Eſq; _ 


e W/ Bandon-bridge. 

Francis Befnhard, Eſq; | 

Lodge Morres, Elq; 
Bereugb of Caftlemartyr. 


John Bennett, Eq; 
Broderick Chinnety, Eſg; 
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EE Price, Eſq; 4 


Henry Theophilus | 


Bereugb of Charleville. 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 


William Burton, Eſq; $3" nd 1 5 
* Sir Righard Butler, Br. es, W ? 
orough 0 2 . 
Borough of Catherlegh. | th derley, 13 | 
Sir ] Browne, Bart. T% Charles * eill Eſqz z 
Charles Deſvoeux, Eſq; | 2s 7 FC 0 5 
. 5; 
Boreugh of Old Leighlin. : a ws X Y 
Maj or Gen. Henry-Lawes Lut- - _ 1 John Hely Hut ; 
trell. 4 
Hon. Arthur Acheſon. gr D pr: 4 I 
he, - r _ 0 1 orough 0 cnerar. £1 4 
C Cov xcy.” (6) Hon. Hayes Sentleger. 3 
George Montgomery, Eſq; James Chatter ton, Eſq; 2 
Charles Steuart, Eſq; | Town of Kingſale. 


James Kearny, Eſq; 


Town of Mallow. 
Denham Jephſon, Eſq; 
Sir James Laurence Cotter, 


4 
Berough of Middleton. 
Colonel Thomas Pigott. 


” =” us „ aue 7 
1E r r 
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Arthur Dawſon, Eſa; * 


Borough of Rathcormuck., 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Efq; 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde. 


. Ton of You hal. 
Robert Uniacke, Eſq; 

James Uniacke, Eſq; 

| Do xx County. (12) 


Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq; 
' Borough of Ballyſbanuon. 
William Ogilvie, Eſqs 

Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 
Borough of Donegall. 
Henry Hatton, ,Eſqz g 

Sir John Freke, Bart. 


Borough of  Killybeggs. 
Rt. Hon. William Conyngham. 


William Colville, : Ea 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Borough of Lifford. 
Hon. Abraham Creighton. 
Sir Nicholas Lawleſs, Bart. 


Berough of St. Fobnſtown, 
Hon. Robert Howard. 
Hon. William Forward. 


Down CounTy. (14) 


Right Hon. Arthur Hill, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount 
Kilwarlin. 

Hon. Edward Ward. 


Borough of Bangor, 
Edward - > ag 
Richard Magenis, Eſq; 


Borough of Downpatrick, 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq; 
Andrew Caldwell, Eſq; 


Borough of Hillſborough, 
William Montgomery, Eſqz 
James Baillie, Eſq; 

Berough of Killyleagh. 
Sir John Blackwood, Bart. 
Robert Blackwood, Eſq; 


Baereugh of Newry. 

Robert Roſe, Eſqz 

Ifaac Corry, the younger, Eſq; 
Borough of Newtown, 

Right * John Ponſonby. 


Doch EDA CounTtY and 
Town. (2) 


Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq; | 
John Forbes, Eſq; 


DuBLIN CounTy, (10) 


Right Hon. Luke Gardiner, 
Sir Edward Newenham, Kat. 
City of Dublin. 

Travers Hartley, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Warren, Eſqz 


| 


B 2 TI. 


Univerſity of Dublin. 


Laurence Parſons, Eſq; 


Arthur Browne, Eſq; 
David Latouche, jun. Eſq; 
John Latouche, Bſa; 


Borough of Swords. 
Charles Cobbe, Eſq; 
John Hatch, Eſq; 


FexManacn County. (4) 

Col. Mervyn Archdall. 

Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 
Borough of Enniſkillen. 

* Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 


John Me.Clintock, 


Garwar County. (8) 


Right Hon. Dennis Daly. 
William Power Keating Trench, 
Eſqʒ 
Town of Athenry. 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 
. Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 
Town of Gahway. , 
Dennis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 
Anthony Daly, Eſq; 
Borough of Tuam. 


| Robert Day, Eſq; 


Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart. 


KERAY CounTY. (8) 
Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 


| Richard 'Townſend Herbert, 


_ Efq; , 


Borough of Ardfert. 
Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. 


| John Tydd, Eſq; 


Borough of Dingle-Icduch. 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Eſqz 


John Townſend, Eſq; 


iv 


Borough of Tralee, 
William Godfrey, Eſq; 
James Carigue Ponſonby, Eſq; 


KiLpaxe County. (10) 


Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitz- 
gerald. 
John Wolfe, Eſq; 
Borough of Athy. 
Right Hon. Lord Edward Fitz- 


gerald. 
Thomas Burgh, Eſq; 


Borough of Harriftown. 
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Thomas Burgh, of Old-Town, 
Eſq; 
Berough of Kildare. 
Right Hon. Lord Henry Fitz- 
gerald. 
Simon Digby, Eſqz 


Borough of Naas. 
Hon. 4 
Hugh Carleton, Eſq; 


MEMBERS OF THE 


Kitrzewny Cobbrv (16) 


Hon. William Brabazon Pon- 
ſonby. 
Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 
Borough of Callen. 

George Agar, Efq; | 

John Bourke O'Flaherty, Eſq; 

Borough of St. Canice, alias 
Iriſbhtown . 


Hon. Richard Anneſley. 
John Monck Maſon, Eſq; 


Borough of [nniflicge. 


George Ponſonby, Eſq; 
John Uther, Eſq; 


Berough of Gawran, 
. George Dunbar, Eſq; 
George Burdett, Eſq; 


. 


Ri 


City of Kilkenny. 
Hon. William Cuffe, 
John Bucler, Eſq; 


Borough ef N noctopber. 


Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 


Robert Langriſhe, Eſq; 


Borough of Thomaſtlown.. 
George 


oth, Eſq; 
Patrick Welch, Eſa; 
Kinc's County, (6) 
Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
John Lloyd, Eſq; 


Borough of Banagher. 
Peter ried Eſ 5 
Richard Malone, ta; 

Borongh of Philipftown, 
John Toler, Eſq; 


Henry Cope, Eſq; 


LeirRIu County, (6) 


Peter Latouche, Eſq; 
John Gore, Eſq; 

 Birough of Carrick. 
Right Hon. Thomas Pelham, 
Edward King, Eſq; 


Borough of Jameſtown. 
SirFrancis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Henry Bruen, Eſq; 


Limerick CounTyY. (8) 


Hon. Hugh Maſſey: 
Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. 
Borough of Aſkeyton. 
Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
Richard Griffith, the Younger, 
Eſq; © 


Borough of Kilmallck. 
Right Hon. John Fitzgibbon. 
John Armſtrong, Eſq; 

City of Limerick, 

t Hon. Edmund Sexten 
ery, Speaker of the Hon. 
Houle of Commons. 


Thomas Smyth, Eſq; 


* 
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Lon Dbox Db ERRWY Co. (8) 


Right Hon. Thomas Conolly. 
Right Hon, Edward Cary. 


Borough of Coleraine. 
Right Hon. Richard Jackſon. 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; 


City of Londonderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
James Alexander, Eſq; 
Borough of Newtiwn Limavady. 


John Staples, Eſq; 
John Richardſon, Eſq; 


Loxeroxpd County. (10) 


Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq; 
Henry Gore, Eſq; 


* — 


Borough of Cranard. 


Robert Jephſon, Eſq; - 
George W. Molyneux, Eſq; 
Borough of Laneſborough, 
Robert Dillon, Eſq; 1 
Cornelius Bolton, ka; 


Brough of Long ford. 
Hon. Thomas Packenham. 
Henry Stewart, Eſq; 


Borough of St. Fohnflown, 
Sir Thomas Fetherſtone, Bart. 
Nicholas Colthurſt, Eſq; 


LovTu County. (10) 


Right Hon. John Foſter. 
Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq; 
Borough 


o Ardee. 
John Ruxton, Eſq; 
Charles Ruxton, Eta; | 


Borough of Carlingford, 
ha, _ Sir John Blaquiere, 


Thomas Coghlan, Eſq; 
Borough of Dundalk, 
Right Hon. Robert Jocelyn, 


commonly called Lord Viſ- 
count Jocelyn, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


V 


Hon. George Jocelyn. 


Berongh of Dunleer. 
John William Foſter, Eſq; 
Henry Coddington, Eſq; 


Mayo CounTy. (4) 


Right Hon. James Cuffe, 
Hon. Dennis Browne. 


| Borough of Caſtlebar. 
Hon. James Browne. 
Richard Longfield, Efq; 


MeaTn CounTy. (14) 


Right Hon. Hercules Langford 
Rowley. 
| Gorges Lowther, Eſq; 
Borough of Athboy, 
Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Thomas Bligh, Eſq; 


| Borough of Duleek, 
Andrew Ram, Eſq; 
Abel Ram, Eſq; 


Borough of Kells, 

Hon, Thomas Taylor, com- 
monly called Lord Viſcount 
Headfort. 3 

Hon. Hercules Langford Tay lor. 


f 7 Navan. 
John Preſton, 91 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſq; 
Bearough of Rateath. 


Arthur Forbes, Eſq; 
John Metge, Eſq; 
Borough of Trim. 
Right Hon. Lieut. General John 


Pomeroy. . 
Hon. William Weſley Pole. 
MoxAGCHAN Country. (4) 
Charles Powell Leſlie, Eſq; 
John Montgomery, Eſq 
Bereughb of Monaghan. 
Right Hon. Lieut. Gen, Robert 


Cuninghame. 
| Right Hon, Theophilus Jones, 


Borough 


vi 


Queen's County. (8) 


Sir John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſq; 


Borough of Ballynakill. 
Sir William Montgomery, Bart. 
John Moore, the Younger, 
Eſq 


Berough of Maryborough. 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 


Right Hon. Sir Arthur Brooke, 
rt. 


Boreugh of Pertarlington. 
* Roche, Bart. 


Ros cou oN Cour v. (8) 


Arthur French, Eſq; 
Sir Edward Crofton, Bart. 


Borough of Boyle. 
Right Hon. Henry King. 
Robert Boyd, Eſq; 

Borough of Roſcommon. 

Sir Cornwallis Maude, Bart. 
Captain George Sandford. 

Berough of Tulſk. 
William Caulfield, Eſa; 
James Fitzgerald, Eſq; 


SLico County. (4) 


Charles O' Hara, Eſq; 
Owen Wynne, the Younger, 
Eq; | 

Borough of Sligs. 
Right Hon. Owen Wynne. 
Thomas Dawſon, Eſq; 


TIerERNARY County. (8) 


Henry Prittie, Eſq; 
Daniel Toler, Eſq; 

City of Caſbell. 
Richard Pennefather, Eſq; 
William Pennefather, Eſq; 


1 


MEMBERS OF THE 


Borough of Clonmell. 


Hon. William Moore. 
Stephen Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Fethard. 
Cornelius O'Callaghan, Eſq; 
Thomas Barton, Eſq; 


Tyrone County. (10) 


ames Stewart, Eſq 
athaniel Montgomery, Eſq; 


Borough of Augher. 
William Richardſon, Eſq; 


Samuel Hayes, Eſq; 


City of Clogher. 
Thomas St. George, Eſq; 
Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 

Berough of Dungannon. 
Hon. Thomas Knox. 
Lorenzo Moore, Eſq; 


Borough of Strabane. 
Hon, Henry Pomeroy, 


Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bart. 


WarTerForD County. (10) 


Right Hon. John Beresford. 
Sir James May, Bart. 
Borcugh of Dungarvan. 
Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Godfrey Greene, Eſq; 
Borough of Liſmore, 
Right Hon. Sir Henry Caven- 
diſh, Bart. 
Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart: 
Borough of Tallagh, © 
Colonel Hugh Cane. 
John Hobſon, Eſq; 
City of Waterford. 


Henry Alcock, Eſq; 
Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq; 


4 1 
. 4 T.. #5 
4 OE % Pe * 


. „ 
= i 2 2 1 3 _ r * 4 
© Os * — * * 


HOUSE OF 


We3TMEATH CounTy. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort. 
William Smyth, Eſq; 


Borough of Athlane. 

Sir Richard St. George, Bart. 
Will. Handcpck, the Younger, 
Eſq; ** a 45 
Borough of Fore. 


Hon. George Frederick Nu- 
gent, commonly called Lord 
Viſcount Delvin. 

Gervais Parker Buſhe, Eſq 

Borough of Kilbeggan. 

Henry Flood, Eſq; 

John Philpot Curran, Eſq; 


Manor of Mullingar. 
Francis Hardy, Eſq; 
Major John Doyle. 


Wexrokp Coux rv. (18) 


Right Hon. George Ogle. 
Sir Veſey Colclough, Bart. 


Borough of Bannqw., 
Henry Loftus, Eſq; 
Captain Nicholas Loftus Tot- 
tenham. 


Bercugh of Clonmines. 
Charles Tottenham, of Roſs, 
Eſqʒ 


Captain Thomas Loftus, of iſt 
Horſe. 


Borough of Enniſcorthy. 
Mountiford Longheld, Eſq; 
Conway Heatly, Eſq; 


COMMONS. vii 


Borough of Fethard. 


Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſq; 

Ephraim Carrol, Eſq; 
Borough of Gorey. 

Stephen Ram, Eſqz 

Major Richard Vowell. . 


Town of New-Rofs, 
Charles Tottenham, of Ball y= 
curry, Eſq; 
Robert Leigh, Eſq; 
Borough of Taghmon. 


| Dudley Huſſey, Eſq; 


an Richard Hely Hutchin- 
on, 


Tron of Wexford. 
Richard Nevill, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Charles Tottenham 
frus. 


WiexLow County. (10) 


Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 
Hon. John Stratford. 


Boreugh of Baltinglaſs. 
Warden Flood, Eſq; 


Sir John Allen Johnſon, Bart, 
Borough of Bleſfington. 

John Reilly, Eſq; - 

Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. 


Borough of Carysfert. 
Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 
John Proby Oſborne, Eſq; 


Borough of Wicklow. 
Edward Tighe, Eſq; 


| Samuel Hayes, Eſq; 


t- 


OFFICERS 


HOUSE os COMMONS. 


Chief Serjeant at Arms, Dixie Coddington, Eſq; 
Alant Serjeant at Armiy Thomas L*Eſtrange, Eſq; 
Chief Clerk, Doctor Thomas Ellis. 
Clerk Afiftant, Benjamin Higgins, Eſq;) * 
| * Geo. Frederick Winſtanley, Eſq; 

| ( Jonathan Rogers, Eſq; 
Clerk of the Fournals and Pafers, James Corry, Eſq; 
Clerk of the Engroſſments, Dawſon Ellis, Eſq; 


Committee Clerks, 


Y 1 
ALPHABETICAL LIST 
1 or THE 
SS MEMBE R 5s, 
3 I WITH THEIR | 


TOWN and COUNTRY RESIDENCES. 


= 
— 
— 88 


E Thoſe in Italics are the Poſt Towns, 


Names, - Town Reſidence, Country Reſidence, 
ACHESON, Hon. Arthur | Gosford- Caſtle, Newry. 
Adderley, Thomas, Granby-row, Inniſhannon, Bendox, 
Agar, 3 Merrion-ſquare, Ringwood, Roſ-. 

Agar, Hon. H. Welbore, | Arran-quay, Gowran, 

Alcock, Henry, Capel-ſtreet, Wilton, Waterford. 

Alexander, James, Merrion-ſquare, Caledon, Tynan, 

Anneſley, Hon. Richard, | Gloceſter-ſtreet, Anneſltey-lodge, Coolock. - 

dall, Mervyn, Kildare-ſtreet, Caſtle Archdall, Exniſkill, 

Armſtrong, John, Dawſon- ſtreet, Mount heaton, Birr. 

Aylmer, Sir Fi Cavendiſh-row, Donadea, Nees. 

BarLrz, James, [Dominick - ſtreet Iniſhargy, New T. Ards:. 

Barton, Thomas, - Stephen's-green, Grove, Clonmell. 

Bennett, John, - | Leelon-ſtreet, Cork, 

Beresford, Rt. Hon. John, | Marlborough-ſtreet, | Abbeville, Dublin. 

Beresford, Marcus, © Marlborough-ſtreet, | Ditto, 

Bernard, Prancis, Stephen's-green, Caſtle-Bernard, Bandon, 
nard, James, . Ditto. i 

Blackwood, Sir John, Bt, Sackville-\reet, Ballileady, New T. Ards. 

Blackwood, Robert, Ditto, Ditto. 

Blakeney, John, Grafton-ſtreet, Aſhfield, Caftle-Blakeney, 

Blakeney, Theophilus | Stephen's-green, Mulpit, Loxghree. 

— * R. H. Sir John, | Palace-row, : Portlemon, Aeli ge-. 

— » Thomas, Lower Merrion- ſtreet, | Brittas, Kells. 

Bolton, Cornelius | Ballycanvan, Waterford, 

| | 


_- 


Cobbe, Charles, 


* ALPHABETICAL LIST 


Bene Mans, || 
Bourke, Hon. John, 


Beyd, Robert, 

Brooke, Rt. H. Sir Arth. 
Brooke, Henry Vaughan, 
Browne, Arthur, 
Browne, Hon. Dennis, 
Browne, Hon. r 
Browfve, Sir John, Bart. 
Brownlow, Rt. Hon. Wm. 
Bruen, Heury, 

Burdett, George, 
Burgh, Thomas, 
Burgh, Thos. Act. Gen. 
Buſhe, Gerv. Parker, 
Burton, William, 
Butler, John, 

Butler, Sir Richard, Bart. 


Calb wl, Andrew, 
Cane, Col. Hugh, 
Carew, Robert Shapland, 
Carleton, Hugh, 

Carrol, Ephraim, 

Cary, Rt. Hon. Edward, 
Caulfield, William, 
Cavendiſh, R. H. Sir H. Bt. 
Chatterton, James, 
Chinnery, Broder ick, 
Clements, Rt. Hon. H. T. 


Coddington, Henry, 
* eng 
Colclough,: Sir Veley, Bt. 
Colthuckt, Nicholas, 
Colvilie, William, 
Conolly, Rt. Hon. Thos. 
Conyngham, Rt. Hon. W. 
Coote, Charles Henry, 
Cope, Henry, 

Corry, Iſaac, jun. 
Catter, Sir J. Laur, Bart. 
Cotter, Rogerſon, 
— Hon. Abraham 
Crofton, Sir Edward, Bt. 
Cromie, Sir Michael, Bt. 
Cuffe, Rt. Hon. James, 
Cuffe, Hon. William, 
Cunninghame, Rt. H. Rob. 
Cunningham, Waddel, 
Curran, John Philpot, 


DaLy, Rt. Hon. Dennie, 
Daly, Anthony, 

Daly, Dennis Bowes, 
Dawlion, Arthur, ; 
Dawſon, Thomas, ' 
Day, Robert, 
Delvin, Lord, 


Abbey-ſtreet, 
Prederick-ſtreet, 
Weſtland-row, 


| 
Denny, Sir Barry, Bart. 


| Granby-row, 


. - Town Refidence. . - Count 4 Ke "= 
Merrion-ſtreer, — | : 

Ballycaftle. 
Stephen's-green, Colebrooke, Li ſnaſtea. 
Duke-ftreet, Brooke-hill, Letter kenny. 
Trinity College, 

Weſtport, Caftlebar. 
Sackville-ſtreet, _ | Caſtlebar. 
Henryſtregt, ; i Neal-Park, Ballibrobr. 
Merrion-ſquare, Lurgan. 

| York-ſtreet, ' Newtown, near Carlos. 

k | 9 Heath, Marybere'. 

Kildare-ſtreet, Oldtown, Naas. 

Sackville-ſtreet, Athy. 

| Sackyille-ſtreet, ' * | Kilfane, Thomaſon. 
Marlborough · ſtreet, | Burton- hall, Cafthedermer. 

: Caſtle, Kilkenny. 

 Sackville-ſtreet, Ball intemple, 1 

Cavendiſh- row, — 

Kildare- ſtreet, Dowdſtown, Maynooth. 

Dawſon-ſtreet, ' } Woodſtown, W ater ford. 

Stephen's-green, 3 | l 

Peter- ſtreet, 

Marlborough-ſtreet, I Hermit, Newt. Mr. Ken. 

Aungier- ſtreet. 

j Phcenix- Dublin. 
2 _ 
William-ſtreet, Cahermore, Middleton. 
Granby. row, Woodville, Leixlip. 
Palace-row, Swords, Balbriggen. 
Kildaresſtreet, Oldbridge, — 
Lower Caſtle-yard, Srawb. Hill, Banagher. 
Paradiſe- row, Tintern-Abbey, Roſs. 
Merrion-ſquare, Caſtle Forbes, Long ford. 
Batchelor's-walk, ä 
Merrion- ſtreet, Caſtletown, Leixlip. - 
— Place, Slane-Caſtle, Drog 3 

tephen's- green Caſtle Mary ber. 

Kildare-ſtreet, : —_ : 

Ditto, Newry. 

St. Andrew-ſtreet, R Mallow. 

Ditto, Ditto. | 

N. Cumberland-ſtreet,| Crumcaſtle, Belturbet. 

Henrietta- ſtree Mote, Roſcommon. 

N. Cumberland-ſtreet,} Stacumnie, Leixlip. 

Marlboreugh-ſtreet, | Caſtlegore, Cofilebar. 

Cumberſand- ſt — | 

Kildare-ſtreet, ewtown Mount- Kennedy 
. Belf. aſt. | Y 

Ely Place, Newmarket, Mallee, 

Cavendiſh-row, Cabra, Dublin, 

Dunſandle, Loughrea. 
Henrietta-ſtreet, Daly's-town, Loughrea. 
Cavendiſh-row, Caſtle-Dawſ. Magherafels. 


Clare-caſtle, Tanderagee. 
Clowin, Weſtmeath, 
| Trelee, 
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Names. 
Deſvoeux, Charles, 
Digby, Simon, 

Dillon, Robert, 
Dobbs, Conway Richard 
Doyle, John, 5 
Dunbar, George, 
Dunn, John, 


PazTnensronN, Sir T. B. 
Fitzgerald, R. H. L. Ch. 
Fitzgerald, R. H. L. Edw. 
Fitzgerald, R. H. L. Hen. 
Fitzgerald, Edward, 
Fitzgerald, James, 
Fitzgibbon, R. Hon. John, 
Flood, Sir Frederick, Bart. 
Flood, Heary, 

Flood, Warden, 

Forbes, John, 

Forbes, Arthur, 
Forteſcue, Thos. James, 
Forward, Hon. William, 
Foſter, Rt. Hon. John, 
Foſter, John Thomas 
Foſter, John William, 
Freke, ir John, Bart. 
French, Arthur, 


GAR DIE, R. H. Luke, 
Godfrey, William, 
Gore, Hon. Arthur, 
Gore, Henry, 
Gore, John, 
Grattan, Rt. Hon. Henry, 
Greene, Godfrey, ' 
Griffith, Richard, jun. 


HamilToN, H. A. Cole, 
Hamilton, Sir ]. Stew. Bt. 
Hamilton, Sackville, 
Handcock, William, jun. 
Hardy. Prancis, 

Harman, Laur. Harman, 
Hartley, Travers, 


Hartſtonge, Sir H. Bart. 
Hatch, Jo n, 


Hayes, Samuel, 

Hayes, Samuel, 
Hatton, Henry, 
Headford, Lord Viſcouat, 
Heatly, Conway, 
Herbert, Rd. Townſend, 
Hewitt, Hon. Joſeph, 
Hill, Sir Hugh, Bart. 
Hoare, Joſe Sh, 

Hodſon, Saks 

Holmes, Peter, 
Howard, Hugh, 


Town Refudence, 


Sackville- ſtreet, 
Mole ſworth-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Parliament- ſtrect, 
Peter e- row, 
Arran-quay, 


Prench-ſtreet, 
Kildare-ſtreet, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Merrion- ſquare, 
Dawſon-ſtreet, 
Ely Place, 
Merr ion- ſquare, 
Dominick- ſtreet, 
Arran-quay, 
Abbey-ſtreet, 
Ditto, 

Clare: ſtreet, 
Sackville-ſtreet, 
Mole ſworth-ſtteet, 
Palace- row, 
Merrion-{treet, 
Dominick-ſtreet, 
Britain-ſtreet, 


Henrietta-ſtreet, 


| College-green, 


Sackville-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Marlborough- ſtreet, 
Weſtland-row, 
Kildare-ſtreet, 
Welſtland-row, 


Granby-row, 
Bolton-ſtreet, 
Dublin Caſtle, 
Cavendiſh-row, 
Aungier-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Bride-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Harcourt-ſtreet, 
Naſſau- ſtreet, 


Palace-row, 
Smithfield, 
Gloceſter-ſtreet, 


Grafton- ſtreet, 
Henry-ftreet, 
Ditto, 
George'e- ſtreet, 
Merrion- ſtreet, 
Da w ſon- ſtreet, 


Howard, Hen. Robert, 


| Granby-row, 


OF THE MEMBERS. xi 


Country Refidence. 
India Ville, Portar lington. 
Landenſtown, Naas. 
Clonbrooke, Ballinaſlo-. 
Caſtle-Dobbs, Carrichfer. 
Quarters. 

Green Bank, Ballitore. 


Ardagh, Long ford. 
Carton, Maynooth. 


Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Carrigolan, S. M. Bridge. 
Ennis, 


Mountſhannon, Limerick. 
Solſborough, Enniſcorthy. 
Farmly, Kilkenny. 
Paulſtown, Gewran, 
Dragbeda. 
be. Hanover, Dregheda. 
"Ravenld. Park, Flurry B. 
Shelton, Arklow. 

Collon, Drogheda. 
Dunleer. 

Roſy-Park, Dunleer. 
Merryvill, Enni/corthy. 

| French-park, Roſcommon. 


| Phaenix-park, Dublin, 
Bruſhfield, Tralce. 
Phœnix- park, Dublin. 
Tinelick, Cole-h1ill. 
Woodford, Kill: ſhandre, 
Wingfield, Bray. 

| Greenville, Waterford. 

| Millecent, Naas. 


Skea, Exiſtillen. 
Strabane. 


Willbrocke, Ballinore. 
Newcaſtle, Ballymahor. 


Bruff and Court, Limerick 


Avondale, Wicklow. 
Drumboe- Caſtle, Strabane 
Gt. Clonard, Wexford. 
Headfort, Kells. 
Ballyarthur, Ar lia. 
Cahernane, Killarney, 
Stillorgan, Dublin. 
Der y. 

Annabella, Malloxwe, 
Buſhy-Park, Dublin, 
Petersfield, Nenagh, 


| Shelton, Arklow, 


ALPHABETICAL LIST 


In 
Names, Town 
Huat, Edward, Dawſon-ſtreet, 
Huſley, Dudley, York-ſtreet, 
Hutchinſon, Si: Franc. Bt.] Kildare-place, 
Hutchinſon, R. H. J. Hely,| Grafton-ftreet, 
Hutchinſon, Hon. R. Hely, Ditto, 
Jacxson, R. Hon. Rich.] Gratton-ſtreet, 
Jephſon, Denham, Dame-ſtreet, 
Jephſon, Robert, Dublin Caſtle, 
warn; 20, 4 rr ag, 
ſocelyn, Hon. George, Ste phen's- gree 
Johnion, Sir J. Allen, Bt.] Ely- place, # 
Jokaſton, Sir Richard, 
ones, Rt. Hon. Theoph. | Merrien-ſquare, 
Jones, William Todd, Henry-ſtreet, 
Kraznzer, Jam:s, College-green 
Kilwarlin, 1205 2 — 
King, Rt. Hon. Henry, Domi nick- ſtreet, 
King, Rt. H. Ld. Kingſb. Henrietta-ſtreet, 
. King, Edward, ervis-ſtreet, 
Knox, Hon. Col. Thomas, | Dawſon-ſtreet, 
Lancrxisnn,Sir Her. Bt. Dominick-ſtreet, 
Langriſhe, Robert, Holles-ſtreet, 
Latouche, David, jun. Ely- place, 
Latouche, John, Stephen's- green, 
Latouche, Peter, Ditto, 
Lawleſs, Sir Nicholas, Bt. Merrion - ſquare, 
Leigh, Robert, Stephen's-grecn, 
Leſlie, Charles Powell, Grafton-ſtreet, | 
Lloyd, John, Ditto, 
Loitus, R. H. Ch. Totten.] Ely-place, 
Loſtus, Henry, Jackville-ſtreet, 
Loftus, Capt. Thomas, 
Longheld, Mountiford, - | Dawſon-ſtreet, 
Longfield, Richard, Merrion-ſquare, 
Lowther, Gorges, | Jervis-ſtreet, 
Luttrell, Hon. H. Lawes, | Abbey-ſtreet, - 
Macinvis, Richard, 
Malone, Richard, Sackville-ſtreet, 
Maſon, John Monck, Ely-place, 
Maſſey, Hon. Hugh, Moleſworth-ſtreet, 
Maſſey, Sir H. Dillon, Bt. Grafton- ſtreet, 
Maude, Sir Cornwallis, Bt.|Stephen's-green, 
May, Sir James, Bart. |Grafton-ſtreet, 
Mc. Clintock, John, Dominick-ſtreet, 
 Meredyth, Henry, Dublin Caſtle, 
Metge, John, Moore-ſtreet, 
Molyneux, Geo. Wn. Grafton; ſtreet, 
Montgomery, Alexander, | Duke-ftreet, 
Montgomery, John, Heary-ſ\treet, 
Montgomery, Nathaniel, |Granby-row, 
Montgomery, Ccorge, Cavendiſn- row, 
Montgomery, William, I Moore-ſtreet, - 
Montgomery, Sir W. Bt. | Mary-ſtreet, 
Moore, Hen. William, | Great George's-ſtreet, 
Moore, Stephen, Ditto, 


4 * 


Mallow-Caſtle, Mallee. 


Country Re a 
| 29 2 


Oldcourt, Bray. 
Palmerſtowa, Dublin. 
Ditto. = 


Coleraine. 


Newtown C. Byrne, Dl. 
Brockley- park, drby. 
Ditto. 

Kilternan. 

Guilford, Loughbrickl. 
Ballinamore, Xilleſban. 
Lambeg, Z:1ſburne. 


Garretſtown, Kinſalc, 
Hillſborough, 
Belleck, Caſtlebar. 
Mitcbelſteaus. 
Leitrim. 


Quart. & Farmhill, Dung. 


Buſhy-Park, Bray. 

Ditto. 

Marley, Dublin. 
Harriſtown, Kilcul len. 
Mountmerrion, Dublin. 
Newtown-c. Byrne, Dub/. 
Roſsgarland, Roſs. 
Glaislough, Tynan. 
Glo'ſter, Birr. 


Rathfarnham, 

arleys, 
Ditto, 
Caſtle Mary, Middleten, 
Kilrue, Dunſtaughlin. 
Hermitage, DubTn. 


Warcingſtown, Banbridge. 
Barronſtown, Mullinger, 
Thornhill, Bray. 
Ballynort, Limerick, 
Donaſs, Limerick, 
Dundrum, Caſtell. 
Mayfield, Waterford. 
Drumcar, Dunleer. 
Broadſtone, Dublin. 
Athlumney, Navar. 
Caſtle-Dillen, Armagh, 
Convoy, Raphoe. 
Camlagh, Monaghan. 
Rolefield, Monaghan. 
Balliconnel, Cavern, 
Hillſborough. 
Greenwood, Dublin, 
Sapperton, Taller, 


Barn, Cin 


Tottenham- green,  Reſs, 
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Of THE MEMBERS. Lit 


Names. 1 


Moore, ohn, jun. 
Moore, Lorenzo, 


Morres, Lodge, 
Muſgrave, Sir Rich. Bart. 
NzsB1TT, Thomas, 


Nevill, Richard, 
Newenham, Sir Ed. Kat. 


O'Bx ZAM, Sir Lucius, 
©'Callaghan, Cornelius, 
O'Flaherty, John Bourke, 
Ogilvie, William, 
Ogle, Henry Mead, 

le, Rt. Hon. George, 
O'Hara, Charles, 
O'Neill, Rt. Hon. John, 
O'Neil, Charles, 
Orde, Rt. Hon. Thomas, 
Oſborne, Sir Thomas, Bt. 
Oſborne, J. Proby, 


Pacxzxnaan, Hon. T. 
Parnell, Sir John, Bart. 
Parſons, Lawrence, 
Parſons, Sir Wm. Bart. 
Pelham, Rt. Hon. Thos. 
Pennefather, Richard, 
Pennefather, William, 
Pery, R. H. Edm. Sexten, 
Pigott, Lt. Col. Thomas, 
Pole, Hon. Wm. Weſley, 
Pomeroy, Hon. Henry, 
Pomeroy, Rt. Hon. John, 
Ponſonby, George, 
Ponſonby, J. Carigue, 
Ponſonby, W. Brabazon, 
Ponſonby, Rt. Hon. Jobn, 
Preſton, En 

Preſton, Joſeph, 

Prittie, Henry, 

Price, Cromwell, 


, 
Richardſon, John, 
Richardſon, William, 
Richardſon, William, 
Reilly, John, 
Roche, Sir Boyle, Bart. 
Rochfort, Hon. Robert, 
Roſs, Robert, 
Roth, George, 
Rowley, Clotworthy, 
Rowley, Hon. Hercuice, 
Rowley, R. H. Herc. Lang. 
Roxton, Charles, 


Town Reſidence. 


Henry-ſtreet, 


Sackville-ſtreet, 


College-grecn, 


Mary-ſtreet, 
Cavendiſh-row, 
Earl-ſtr cet, 


Henrietta-ſtreet, 


N. G. George's-ſtreet, 


Stephen's-green, 
Ki Idar e- ſtreet, 
Grafton-ſtreet, 
Merrion=ſquare, 
Merrion-ſquare, 
Stephen's-green, 


Dublin Caſtle, 
Br itain- ſtreet, 
Ditto, 


Cavendiſh- row, 
Dawſon-ſtreet, 
Trinity College, 
Crow-ſtreet, 


Frederick- ſtreet, 
Frede rick- ſtreet, 
Sackville-ſtreet, 
French; ſtreet, 


Merrion-ſquare, 
William-ſtreet, 


Merrion-ſquare, 
Ely Place, 
Merrion-ſquare, 
Gardiner's- row, 
Ditto, 
Stephen's- green, 
Weſtland-row, 
Leiaſter-ftreet, 
Granby-row, 


Granby-row, 
Ditto, 
Weſtland-row, 
Dawſon - ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Gardiner's-row. 


Dame-ſtreet, 
Dublin Caſtle, 
Palace-row, 
Cloſter-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Granby-row, 
Mary-ſtreet, 
Mary-ſtreet, 


) Country Reſidence. 
Drumbanagher, Newry. 


Maryville, Dublin. 
Turin, Liſmore. 
Danesfort, Cavan, 


Furnace, Naas. 
Belcamp, Dublin. 


Drummoland, S. M. Br. 
Shanbally, Clonmell. 
Caſtlefie!d, Gowran, 
Freſcati, Dublin. 
Drogheds. 

Belleview, Enniſcorthy, 
Nymphsfield, Beyle. 
Shane's Caſtle, Antrim, 


— 


Newtown, Clonmel]. 
Ditto. 


Couline, Mullingar. 
Rathleague, Athy. 
Parſonſtown, Birr. 
Ditto. - 


| Newpark, Caſbel. 

Ditto. 

Newt. Pery, Limerick. 
Knapton, Maryborough, 
Ballyfin, Maryborough. 
Altidore, MN. 7. Mt. Ken: 
Newberry, Clenard. 
Tallow, Dublin, 

Grotto, Trelee. 


Belinter, Trim. 
Ardiallagh, Nawvas. 
Kilboy, Nenegh. 
Hollymount, Down. 


Seaſield, Gorey. 
Clonattan, Gorey. 
Ramsfort, Gorgy. 
Belmont, Bray. 
Surnmerlet, Coleraine. 
Rich-hill, Arma . 
Winter-Lodge, Balbrig. 
Scarva, Loughbrictland. 
Kenmare-caſtle, Killarney 
Bowdea-park, Mullingar. 
Roſetrevor, Flurrybridge. 
Fairview, Bray. 
Langford-Lodge, Maire. 
Langford-Lodge, Moira. 
Summerhill, Summerbill. 
| A- dee. 


wiv 
Names. 
Ruxton, John, 


SanprosD, George, 
Sentleger, Hon. Hayes, 
Sharman, William, 
Sheridan, Chas. Francis, 
Skeffington, H. Chicheſt. 
Skeffington, Hon. Henry, 
Skefhngton, Hon. W. In. 
Smyth, Sir Skeffington, Bt. 
Smyth, Thomas, 

Smyth, Michael, 

Smyth, William, 
Staples, John, 

Steuart, Charles, 
Stewart, Sir Anneſley, Bt. 
Stewart, — 
Stewart, Henry, 

St. George, Col. Richard, 
St. George, Sir Rich, Bt. 
St. George, Thomas, 
Stratford, Hon. John, 
Sudley, Lord, 


TaYyLos, Hon, H. L. 
Tighe, Edward, 

Toler, Daniel, 

Toler, John, 
Tottenham, Charles, 
Tottenham, Cha. of Reſs, 
Do, Captain Ns. Loftus, 
Tottenham, Ponſonby, 
Townſend, Rich. Boyle, 
Townſhend, John, 
Trench, W. . Keating, 
Tydd, John, 


Ux1acxe, James, 
Vaiacke, Robert, 
Uſher, Joba, 


VowELL, Richard, 


WarBuRTON, John, 
Ward, Hon. Edward, 
Warren, Thomas, 
Warren, Auguſtus, 
Warren, Nathaniel, 
Welch, Patrick, ſen. 
Weldon, Steuart, 
Weſtby, Nicholas, 
Wolfe, John, 

Wolfe, Arthur, 
Wynne, Owen, jun. 

, Wyonc, Rt. Hon. Owen, 


Town Reſidence. 


Britain- ſtreet, 
Ste phen' - green, 
Dublin Caſtle, 
Hume-ſtreet, 
Ann-ſtreet, 
Earl-ſtreet, 
Stephen's-green, 
Kildare-ſtreet, 
York-ſtreet, 


Granby-row, 


Lower Abbey-ſtreet, 


Clare-ſtreet, 
Chatham-ſtrect, 


Capel-ſtreet, 

Daw ſon«ſtreet, 
Marlborough-ftreet, 
Gardiner's-row, 


Smithfield, 
Dawlon-ſtreet, 
Merrion- ſquare, 
Kildare: ſtreet, 


Merrion- ſtreet, 
Ditto, 

Clare: ſtreet, 
Merrion-ſtreet, 


1 
. 


| 


1 


2 


Great Ceorge's-ſtreet, 


Clare-itreet, 
Park Place, 


Merrion-ſtreet, 


Naſſau- ſtreet, 


Stephen's-green, 
Sackville- ſtecet, 


Warren's Mount, 


Daw on- ſtreet, 


Aungier-ſtreet, 
Kildare- ſtreet, 
Dawſon-ſtreet, 


| Henrietta-ſtreet, 


Ditto, 


— 


ALPHABETICAL LIST, &c. 


Country Reſidence. 
Ardee. 


Quart. & Knockm. Roſes. 
Quar. & Done. Mitche 
Moira-Caſtle, Moira, 


Wexford, Leiælip. 
zarters and Lerxlip, 

Ditto, Ditto. 

Tinnyp. Newt, Mt, Ken. 

Limerick. 


Liſſane, Dungannon. 
Bailieſborough, Kells. 
Feltrum, Dublin, 
Killymoon, Dungannon. 


Quarter 4. 

Mt. Equity, Wocdgift. 
Palace, Clegber. 

Stratf. Lodge, Caſilederm, 
Saunder's-court, Enniſcor. 


Headfort, Kells. 


Beechwood, Nenagh. 

Graig, Nenagh. 

— curry, Wicklow. 
07s 


Loftus Hall, Waterford. 
Roſs. 

Dingle, Tralee. 
Shepperton, Banden. 
Garbally, Ballinaſloe. 
Clonrear, Maryberough. 


Mt, Uniacke, Tallow. 
Woodhouſe, Clonmell. 
Mount-uſher, Wicklow. 


Quar. & Carriglas, Tallsxy 


Huntingdon-L. Portarlis. 
Caſtle Ward, Down. 
Warren's-court, Cork, 
Cork. 

Stiliorgan, Dablis. 
Sion, Kilkenny. 
Kilmarony, Athy. 
High Park, Caſtladram. 
Forenaughts, Naas. 
Naas. 

Hazle-wood, ige. 
Ditto. 
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7 PROCEEDINGS vb DEBATES 
8 OF THE 

HOUSE of COMMONS 
OF 


IR E L A&A N DIA 


The SECOND SEs510X of the Fouk Ty PARLIAMENT 
in the Reign of his PRESENT MajesTy. 


TrursDaAY, JANUARY 20, 1785: 


1 HE Houſe being met purſuant to the laſt prorogation, and 


the Speaker having taken the chair, the following meſſage was re- 
ceived by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod : 


* Mr. Speaker, 
elt is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this 
X Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, attended by the members, went up 
to attend his Grace; and being returned, the Speaker reported 
that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant had been pleaſed to make a 
ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament; of. which, he ſaid, he had 
obtained a copy, which he read to the Houſe, and it was after- 
XX wards read by the Clerk at the table, and is as follows: 
F My Lords and Gentlemen, 
*© have his Majeſty's commands to meet you in Parliament, 
and to defire your advice and co-operation upon thoſe affairs of 


2 PARLIAMENTARY 
which in the -prefent circumſtances of the kingdom 


wire your moſt ſerious attention. | 

« Whilſt I lamented the lawleſs outrages and unconſtitutional 
2 which had taken place ſince your laſt prorogation, I 

d the ſatisfaction to perceive that theſe exceſſes were confined 
to a few places, and even there condemned. And I have now 
the pleaſure to obſerve, that by the ſalutary interpoſition of the 


laws, the general tranquillity is re-eſtabliſhed, 


c Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

. © [have ordered the public accounts to be laid before you. I 
have the fulleſt reliaace on your approved ny to the King, 
and attachment to your Country, that a due conſideration of the 

exigencies of the ſtate will lead you to make whatever proviſions 

ſhall appear to be neceſſary for the public expences, and for the 
honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government, 


«<< My Lords and Gentlemen, 
„ Tam to recommend in the King's name to your earneſt in- 
veſtigation thoſe objects of trade and commerce between Great 
Britain and Ireland, which have not yet received their complete 
adjuſtment. In framing a plan with a view to 2 final ſettlement 


you will be ſenſible that the intereſt of Great Britain and Ireland 


ought to be for ever united and inſeparable. And his Majeſty re- 
lies on your liberality and wiſdom for adopting ſuch an equitable 
ſyſtem for the joint benefit of both countries, and the ſupport of 
the common intereſt, as will ſecure mutual ſatisfaction and per- 
manency. 85 : | „ 

« The encouragement and extenſion of agriculture and manu- 
factures, and eſpecially of your Linen Manufacture, will I am 
perſuaded engage your conſtant concern. Let me likewiſe direct 
your attention in a particular manner to the Fiſheries on your 
coaſts, from which you may reaſonably hope for an improving 
| ſource of induſtry and wealth to this kingdom, and of ſtrength 

to the empire. : | 

The liberality which you have always ſhewn to the mainte- 
mance of your Proteſtant Charter-Schools and other public infti- 
tutions, makes it unneceſſary for me to recommend them to your 
care, You cannot more beneficially exert this laudable ſpirit 
than by direQting your attention to improve, and to diffuſe 
throughout the kingdom, the advantages of good education, Sen- 
ſible of its eſſential conſequence to the morals and happineſs ot 
the people, and to the dignity of the nation, I am happy to aſ- 
ſure you of his Majeſty's gracious patronage ; and ſhall be earneſt 
to give every aſſiſtance in my power to the ſucceſs of ſuch mea- 
ſures as your wiſdom may deviſe for this important purpoſe, 

« It is the province of your prudence and diſcretion to conk- 
der what new proviſions may be neceſſary for ſecuring the ſuhject 
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againſt violence and outrage, for the regulation of the police, and 
the better execution of the laws, as well as for the general encou- 
ragement of peaceable ſubordination and honeſt induſtry, It will 
be a pleaſing taſk to me to aſſiſt and promote your exertions for the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, for upholding the authority of the 
Legiſlature, and ſupporting the true principles of our happy con- 
ſtitution both in church and ſtate. 

The uniformity of laws and of * 1 and a common intereſt 
in treaties with foreign ſtates, form a ſure bond of mutual con- 
nection and attachment between Great Britain and Ireland. It 
will be your care to cheriſh thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings with that 
ſpirit and wiſdom which will render them effectual ſecurities to 
the ſtrength and proſperity of the empire.“ 


The Honourable THomas PAcxkENRHAM aroſe—He ſaid he 
had not been much uſed to ſpeak in public afſemblies, and would 
not therefore long detain the Houſe z that as the objects recom- 
mended in the ſpeech to Parliament, were of the higheſt national 
concern, and ſuch as he hoped would by the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment, and the aid of the Chief Governor, be carried into com- 
plete effect, ſo as fully to eſtabliſh induſtry and proſperity in Ire- 
land; it was therefore a duty which the Commons owed their 
conſtituents, moſt cordially to coincide in every meaſure that could 


promote thoſe objects; and in order to declare that intention, he 


moved the Houſe to reſolve, | 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to aſſure 
his Majeſty that we embrace, with — ſatisfaction, this op- 
portunity of repeating our ſentiments of zealous and affectionate 
attachment to his Royal Perſon and Government. 

© That we gratefully acknowledge his Majeſty's goodneſs, in 
having placed over us a Chief Governor whoſe experienced made 
ration and firmneſs peculiarly qualify him in the preſent circum- 
ſtances of the kingdom, for ſo diſtinguiſhed a truſt. - 

That his Majeſty may rely upon the zeal of his faithful Com- 
mons to grant ſuch ſupplies as may be ſuitable to the exigencies of 
the ſtate, the intereſts of his people, and the liberal ſupport of his 
Majeſty's government. 

That we return his Majeſty our fincere thanks, for graciouſly 
recommending to our diligent attention the final adjuſtment of 
commercial objects with our ſiſter kingdom. 

That deeply penetrated with his Majeſty's parernal regard, 
manifeſting an equal intereſt in the proſperity of all his people, we 
ſhal! conſider the advantages of every part of the empire as the 
true baſis of ſuch an adjuſtment, And that, as a ſettlement ar- 
ranged upon ſuch equitable principles muſt give univerſal ſatiſ- 
faction, and its advantages, in order to be ſubſtantial muſt be 
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laſting, we ſhall exert ourſelves to ſecure its permanence with the 
ſame earneſtneſs that we ſhall ſeek its accompliſhment, 

« To repreſent to his Majeſty, That we doubt not that the na- 
ture and extent of certain popular diſturbances have been faithfully 


repreſented to his Majeſty, ſo as to prevent the indiſeretion and in- 


temperance of the miſguided few from inducing a general impu- 
tation on the conduct of his Majeſty's loyal and faithful kingdom. 
«© That whilſt we declare our abhorrence of ſuch lawleſs and 
unconſtitutional proceedings, his Majeſty may contide in our ſtre- 
nuous and conſtant endeavours to prevent their pernicious effects, 
as well by our individual influence as by our collective exerti- 
ons. 
& To aſſure his Majeſty, That the agriculture, manufactures, 
and eſpecially the linen manufacture, and fiſheries, thoſe abundant 
ſources of induſtry, wealth and population, ſhall be the conſtant 
objects of our earneſt care. 
That the Froteſtant Charter Schools and other public inſti- 
tutions, which have experienced the liberal protection of Parlia- 
ment, ſhall not be deprived of our attention, That his Majeſty's 
ſolicitude for the advancement of education, is a freſh proof of 
that parental affection which has ever anxiouſly ſought out the 
means of promoting the happineſs of his people, and that his 
Majeſty's recommendation will animate us in the purſuit, and en- 
courage us to the attainment of this ſacred object. 
That we ſhall atcentively conſider in what manner we may 
beſt ſecure the execution of the laws, the regulation of the police, 
and the protection of the ſubject againſt violence and outrage, ſa- 
tisfied that without peaceable ſubordination honeſt induſtry can 
never flouriſh. . : 
That the reverence we ſhall ever preſerve for our religion 
and conſtitution, will induce us ſedulouſly to cultivate our con- 
nection with Great Britain, as theic great protection and ſecurity, 
and conſtantly ſtudy to draw cloſer thoſe ties of intereſt and affec- 
tion, which we truſt will for ever unite the ſiſter kingdoms. 
And that it is our earneſt hope, that the uniformity of religion 
and laws, and the union of intereſts, foreign and domeſtic, will 
inform Great Britain and Ireland, as with one ſpirit, to conſult. 
the proſperity and demonſtrate the power of the empire.” 


Mr. HENRY Gon roſe to ſecond the honourable gentle- 
man's motion: he ſaid, he conſidered it as an act of duty, of 
loyalty, and of gratitude. That the peace, the happincis, and 
the ſecurity of the country depended upon the vigour and una- 
pimity of parliament z and he doubted not that they would 
vigorouſly and unanimouſly undertake and effect the great 
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objects recommended in the ſpeech. He highly apptoved the 
firmneſs and moderation of his Grace, the preſent Chief Gover- 
nor, and earneſtly hoped he would remain amongſt us, until 
our trade, eſtabliſhed upon the firmeſt baſis, ſhould flouriſh in 
every quarter of the globe, until good order and a due regard for 
the laws and conſtitution of our country ſhould make us peaceable 
and contented at home, and until the true amor patrie and a juſt 
affection for England, ſhould enable us to ſet at defiance every 
inſidious attempt to weaken the connection between the two 
countries, or to diſturb the tranquillity of either. 


Lord Edward FiTzGERALD faid, he would not have had 
any objection to the addreſs if it hae proceeded in the uſual 
mode, as mere complimentary matter of form; but when it de- 
clared an approbation of the firm and moderate meaſures-of his - 
Grace's government, meaſures in which he could not coincide, 
he felt himſelf under the neceſſity of oppoſing that part of the 
addreſs.— He therefore moved, that the words, ** experienced 
virtue and firmneſs,” ſhould be expunged, and the words, 
and whoſe private virtues entitle him to the eſteem and regard 
of this Houſe,” ſhould be inſerted in their room. 


Sir Edward CRor ro ſeconded the amendment. 


Right Honourable THOMAS CoNOLLY.— Sir, I am exceed- 
ingly ſorry that I cannot agree with my honourable relation in 
the amendment he propoſes for, Sir, I do think that if his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant deſerves any praiſe at all, (and that 
he does much no man will deny) it is for his firmneſs and mo- 
deration. I look upon his Grace to be a man of the moſt perfect 
honour, with the very beſt intentions towards this country, and 
if he evererrs it muſt be through miſtake. I believe, Sir, I ſhall 
not now be out of order in ſpeaking to any part of the ſpeech, . 
which is always conſidered as the ſpeech ot the miniſter. Sir, 
when we have a man of honour, like our preſent Chief Governor, 
I ſhall be always happy in ſupporting him; and if at any time 
I am obliged to oppoſe him, it ſhall be with reluQtance, and only 
on conditional grounds. No country in the world ever expe- 
rtenced ſo much uneaſineſs, ſo much injury and diſtreſs from 
turbulent and factious ſpirits as this has done; and if ever any 
Gy was called upon to examine her ſituation, ſurely ' tis 

is. 

1 ſhall not now take up your time with an account of what 
we have demanded and what we have got. If any credit is to 
be given to the ſpeech, in which J have the higheſt confidence, 
we are now Coming to a final adjuſtment of our trade and conſti- 
tution, I was unhappy in differing with the patriots of the day, 
who forced our conſtitution, 5 they had then explained it. 
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] always thought a ſubordinate country like this Here a cry of 
no, no—order, order]—When J ſay tubordinate, I mean from 
ſituation. I know we have the ſame rights of trade and the ſame 
rights of conſtitution with England, but we have no council 
of Iriſhmen to inſpect any laws that we may fend over. We may 
lit here and amuſe ourſelves, making laws for the regulation of 
our trade, and we may ſend them over, but we may hear no 
more of them, as no man is oſtenſible for their return, For the 
preſent I ſhall ſay no more on this ſubject; but it is now time 
for us to unite to eſtabliſh our trade, and to make a final ſettle- 
ment, that no inan may have a doubt cf his ſituation. Amongſt 
other ſources of wealth to the empire, our fiſheries are of ſo much 
conſequence, that without theſe great nurſcries of ſeamen we 
ſhall have no empire at all, and if they ſhall be neglected, I muſt 
ſay there is no faith to be put in the miniſter, nor is there any 
wildom in his councils, The ſpeech exprefſes much pleaſure 
at the re-eſtabiſbment of order and tranquillity in the country. 
Sir, no man can mere regret the diſturbances that have happened 
than I do, no man more earneltly wiſhes to ſee the laws put in 
execution, but I do not approve of the mode by attachment, and 
as I would oppoſe the people when they go too far, ſo when 
government brings forth a mode of profecution not uſed in Eng- 
land, I muſt diſapprove it; for though I muſt lament the riot 
and licentiouſneſs which compelled government to exert its 
ſtrength, and though I think they were forced to uſe ſtrong 
meaſures to ſtop the diſorder, yet I would have done it by in- 
dictment. But ſuch circumſtances I hope will never ariſe again. 
By the ſpeech I learn, that laws are intended to be made for 
the further prevention of ſuch evils, and I give the miniſter 
credit, for wiſdom and integrity to draw a juſt line for ſecuring 
the juſt authority of the crown, and the liberty and happinets 
of the people. a 


The Right Honourable WILLIAd BNOWNLOW.—I would 
be ſorry to appear wanting in perſonal reſpect and regard to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, but at the ſame time JI would be far 
from approving, by any declaration in the Addreſs, the conduct 
cf his Miniſters. For what are we to give them praiſe? I am 
ture I cannot tel!, though our cauſes for cenfure are apparent 
enough. Are we to praiſe them for their &conomy or tor the 
Poſt-office Bill, ſo partial to England and oppreſſive to the trade 
of this country? No. On the contrary they are highly repre- 
henſible for theſe things. But they are moſt reprchenſible in 
making the proceedings of the courts arbitrary, by avoiding the 
trial by juries, that boaſt of our conſtitution, that moſt admired 
picture in our laws, which cannot be too zealouſly guarded, and 
which we ſhould never ſuffer to be curtailed. It may be ſaid 
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that Government did not interfere upon the occaſion I have 
Aluded to, but I am ſure no ſervant of the Crown would preſume 
to take ſuch a ſtep without the ditection of Adminiſtration z and 
it was acknowledged by the Bench, that the mode of attachment 
was adopted becauſe a jury could not be truſted upon the oc- 
caſion. And for what purpoſe were thoſe ſtretches of power 
made? To intimidate the people from their favourite object 
Parliamentary Reform. But I can tell adminiſtration they will 
not be ſo eaſily intimidated, for though at preſent there is a 
diviſion in the public mind upon that ſubject, yet the people will 
purſue it. 

I would not, Sir, have taken up ſo much of your time, but 
for the neceſlity I found myſelf under of explaining my reaſons 
for ſupporting the amendment, which I do with the utmoſt 
reſpect for his Grace perſonally, cenſuring only the faults of 
his Adminiſtration. f 


SexJeanT FiTzGERALD.—l am ſure it will give the right 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt very great pleaſure when 
] inform him, that no ſuch declaration as he has ſtated, was ever 
made by any of the learned Judges, that ſo ably and ſo virtuouſly 
diſpenſe iuftice in the Court of King's Bench; I fay, I am ſure, 
it will pleaſe the right honourable gentleman, and that I do oblige 
every man who hears me, in declaring this truth to them, that 
no ſuch docttine as the right honourable gentleman has mentioned 
was ever advanced. I with the right honourable gentleman had 
heard the arguments which fell from the learned Bench, and he 
would, as I was, be fully convinced of the juſtice and propriety 
of the proceeding alluded to. As a lawyer, I did then conſider 
the ſubjects and was then fully ſatisfied of their legality z and 
1 do now, as a Member of this Houſe, and reſponſible for the 
vote [ ſhall give, teſtify that no court ever proceeded with more 
Juſtice and moderation than the Court of King's Bench in the 
late caſes of attachment. 

The Judges are bound upon oath to declare, what they find to 
be the law. What would the right honourable gentleman have 
them to do? Would he have them deny that to be law, which they 
know to be law, and which upon their oaths they are bound to 
declare? The right honourable gentleman has been miſinformed; 
I feel much for the honour of the Court of King's Bench, but 
] feel more for the peace and tranquillity of the nation; and 
] know nothing could be more fatal to the peace and tranquillity 


of the nation, than any unjuſt cenſure thrown upon the diſpenſa- 
tion-of juſtice. ; | 


Mr. BxownLow,—What I have mentioned to the Houſe, 
I read in a publication, ſaid to be by authority. I know very 
well chat ſuch publications are not to be depended on in general, 
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but as the paper in which it was publiſhed is ſaid to be a court pa- 


per, I could not ſuppoſe it had erred in this relation, eſpecially as 
the point was never fince contradicted. 


Hucu CaxLeToN, Eſq. [Soriciror GrNERAL.J 


'The right henourable gentleman gives more credit to news-paper 
- publications than they deſerve in general. What they have publiſh- 


ed of the proceedings of the courts have been the moſt infamous 
libels upon our Judges, and every perſon concerned; I will not 
ſay that this was intended; poſlibly the inability of the reporters 
has contributed more towards ſuch calumnies than their malice. 
But ſuppoſe any ſuch argument as the right honourable _ 
man condemns, had been offered by any lawyer, it could only 
have been directed to the diſcretion of the court; for as its power 
to attach was unqueſtionable, it reſted only with its diſcretion 


whether the circumſtances of the caſe then before it demanded the 
exerciſe of that power. 


Sir HENRY HaxTsSTONGE ſaid, he did not think quite ſo well 
of adminiſtration as the honourable member who preceded him. 
But he would at preſent content himſelf with voting for the amend- 


ment, and reſerve his oppoſition to miniſtry *till a more proper 
opportunity offered. 


Right Honourable WILLIAM Branazon Ponsonsy ſaid, 
he would not take up the time of the Houſe at preſent, to refute 
the charge of 12 which the tight honourable gentleman had 
brought againſt the Poſt-office Bill; a proper time, he ſaid, would 
come for the inveſtigation of that buſineſs; in the mean time he 
thought it but juſt 1 to deny the charge, and to declare 


that if in the Poſt- office arrangement either country was a ſufferer, 
it was not Ireland. 


Mr. MolyNEUZ.— Mr. Speaker, was I to judge of the future 
from the paſt, I ſhould be extremely unwilling indeed, to con- 
gratulate my country on the meeting of its Pationess, I ſhould 
conſider it as much more beneficial to the ſtate, if under its preſent 
formation, it was not to exiſt at all; and its being paſſive, would 
in my opinion be mercy to the conſtitution, I had flattered my- 
ſelf, and I am ſorry to ſay I had vainly flattered myſelf, that 
the oppreſſions of this country would have ceaſed. with the laſt 
ſeſſion ; that the people would have had ſome time to breathe, to 
recover from their injuries and oppreſſions. I even expected that 
the gentlemen in adminitiration, and in the confidence of ad- 
miniſtration would have been content with the viRories they had 
already gained over the conſtitution, that they would have come 
to this Houſe with a reſolution of making ſome honourable 
amends for their former miſconduQ ; but when I conſider the ſpi- 
rit of the addreſs, I find that inſtead of repentance, thoſe gen- 
tlemen glory and exult in their conduct; they glory that they 


WW 5 oY Mau paw Fo W 


[4 


D 1 1 4 r 1 9 


have reduced the liberty of their country, and perverted the laws 
of the kingdom, It is unneceſſary for me to mention in this 
Houſe, that the ſpeech of the King is the mouth of the Miniſter, 
and that the addreſs is formed by the ſame hands, and in the ſame 
cloſet z conſidering it therefore in tha: light, I with confidence 
will ſay, that a more ridiculous, 2 more ill-founded ſpeech, 
more diſgraceful to this Houſe, to this country, or to our So- 
vereign, was never introduced within theſe walls. Sir, the 
ſpeech is made ro ſay that this country is in a ſtate of anarchy 
and confuſion z I ſay, the ſpeech in that particular is falſe; this 
country is not in a ſtate of rebellion, unleſs you were to call a 
ſpirited and well-founded attempt to ſupport its rights and liber- 
ties, anarchy and rebellion z but where could his Majeſty have 
got the information ? Was it from the right honourable Secretary, 
or from his right honourable friend, the firſt law officer of the 
crown, that fits beſide him? Was the viſit of the right honourable 
ſecretary merely to inform his Sovereign of his victories and tri- 
umphs during his laſt campaign in this Houſe, and did his right 
honourable friend follow him, to come in for his ſhare of the : o- 
ry, and to inform his Majeſty how ſucceſsful he has been in deſ- 
troying the rights and liberties of the people, by illegal attach- 
ments and informations. Sir, with reſpect to the addreſs, which 
conveys fo ſtrong a compliment to adminiſtration, let us before 
we agree to it, take at leaſt a moment to conſider how far 
their merits entitle them to our approbation : Does it conſiſt in 
their cxconomy, or can they claim it for their practice of attach- 
ments? a mode of proceeding ſo illegal, ſo unconſtitutional, and 
ſo contemptible, that it has diſgraced almoſt every one who was 
concerned as adviſers and promoters of them. Sir, it has diſgrac- 
ed our Sovereign, by making him acceſſary to the flavery of his 
people, it has diſgraced the laws in the eyes of the ſubject, it has 
diſgraced the bench; it has diſgraced every individual, except 
its oſtenſible officer; him it could not diſgrace z that mode of 
proceeding was well adapted to his general conduct and ſenti- 
ment. As I have mentioned that court, I cannot paſs over in ſi- 
lence the character of one of the oldeſt Judges on that bench; I 
am only aſhamed of bringing ſuch a character into the Houſe of 
Commons, which has upon a former occaſion been marked with 
Its well-founded cenſure. [Here he was called to order by the 
Attorney General.] Sir, I do not conceive myſelf out of order; 
however, as I am not permitted to proceed, I muſt, I ſuppoſe, con- 
ſider that court as immaculate, under whoſe wings that right ho- 
nourable law officer intends to ſhelter himſelf, ] cannot be at 
any loſs when J have that right honourable gentleman's conduct 
in view, for very ſufficient grounds of cenſure and diſapprobation. 
But I beg the leave of the Houſe to durate a little from ſo diſ- 
agreeable a ſubject, to conſider the conduct of his maſter, the 
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right honourable Secretary. For my part, I do not expect much 
from a ſecretary, an alien to this country, he looks up for reward, 
in proportion to the miſeries and diſgraces it ſhall ſuffer during 
his adminiſtration ; but although 1 do not expect that this coun-. 
try will receive any benefit from him, he might at leaft have 
ſhewn ſome decency in the choice, when I conſider the charaQter 
of the right honourable gentleman on his left hand, [the Attorney 
General | whom he has taken to his boſom. I do not know whe- 
ther moſt to conſider his raſhneſs or his folly. Was it a ſimilarity 
of ſentiments that introduced him to your regard, was it a reci- 
procal deſire you both poſſeſſed of reducing and enſlaving this 
country. But will ſuppoſe for your credit, you are ignorant 
of his character; let me then open your eyes, let me inform you, 
that though he may diſgrace you, he cannot diſhonour him- 
ſelf, ſunk as he is in the public eſteem, Treat with proper con- 
tempt theſe adviſers that would induce you to mix the folly and 
petulance of private life into publick meaſures, and be not ſo far 
deceived as to imagine, that the borrowed ſpirit of the Bacha- 
nalian moment, could ſhelter you for an inttant from the deter- 
mined vengeance of an injured people. Let me inform you that 
well marſballed as your friends may appear, they have, upon for- 
mer occaſions, deſerted our predeceſſors, and left them in an 
ignominious and diſgraceful minority. — — of their 
hands, act from your heart, do juſtice to this country, and in- 


ſignificant as my ſupport muſt be, I offer it to you without 
fee or reward. 


The CrHanceLlLor of the ExcureqQues, [Right Honourable 
Joux FosTer.] It is with much regret I ever ſtop any gentle- 
man, but I muſt requeſtiche honourable member to recolle& that 


all ſpeeches are to be addreſſed to the chair, and not'perſonally to 
any member of this Houſe, 


The Ar ToR NET General. —Sir, I muſt interrupt the ho- 
nourable gentleman in his harangue. It is highly indecent for him 
to get up and pronounce a ſtudied phillipic againſt one of the 
Judges of the land; and if he cannot by any other way ſerve 
the cauſe of liberty than by libelling one of the Judges, I muſt 
ſtop his career in that line, merely for the ſake of decency ; for 
was I to give way to my own feelings, I ſhould amuſe myſelf 
with ſuffering him to go on, as nothing he can ſay will ever be 
capable of ſullying the pure honour and integrity of the learned 
and upright Judge againſt whom it is levelled. 


Sir BoyLe Rocne.—Sir, I cannot fit in filence when the 
authority of this Houſe as a Parliament is brought into queſtion. 
J hope the honourable member will keep within bounds, and not 
draw us into a ſubject of great grievance indeed. 
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The Honourable Jos zen Hewirr.— The gentleman on the 
| other fide of the Houſe, not being able to find any fault in the 
"XX addreſs, has run into a general cenſure of an officer of the crown; 
but the belt and wiſeſt of his countrymen approve and applaud the 
"*X condu& of that officer; they are his beſt advocates—and ſup- 

ported by their opinions, he may deſpiſe unjuſt and illiberal cen- 
X ſure. If that officer has acted illegally, let him be regularly ac- 
cuſed—he is well able to defend himſelf; but it is one thing to 
inveigh and another to accuſe : accuſation is the manly line, but 
railing is impotent, and ought to be treated with contempt.— 
This ſeſſion of parliament wil! ſhew whether we are to have any 
government in this country or not; if we could be quiet and in- 
Aduſtrious, we might be the happieſt people upon earth; to peace 
and induſtry then ſhould all our deliberation be direQed, and the 

people will then have as much cauſe to revere this Parliament, 
for the eftabliſhinent of trade and commerce, as they have to re- 
vere the laſt for the eſtabliſhment of our conſtitution. 


Mr. WILLIZM Topp Jonts.—TI muſt reject the addreſs in- 
XX tirely and in every part. I had hoped the ſpeech from the throne, 
amongſt the many things it recommended, would have recom- 
= mended to our conſidetation the moſt important ſubject of all 
I mean a reform in parliamentary repreſentation. But that is to- 
tally neglected. Not a word on the ſubjedt is found in the ſpeech; 


yet I hope the people will never quit the idea *till the ſubſtance 
is obtained. | 


Mr. MoLyNevux roſe to inform the Houſe, that in what he 
ſaid he did not allude to the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, 
he had ever acted as a man of learning, virtue and honour. 


Mr. Corxy faid, he could not let this buſineſs paſs unno- 
ticed, If he conceived the epithets, firmnefs and moderation right · 
ly, they went to approbation of the Miniſter's conduct in the 
late proſecutions z a conduct he could by no mcans approve of, 
He was ready, he ſaid, to ſubſcribe to any compliment to his 
XX Grace the Lord Lieutenant perſonally, as he entertained the 
== moſt ſincere reſpect for his private character; but he would not 
beſtow praiſe upon his miniſters, they had not deſerved it; but 
on the r had, in his opinion, incurred much blame. 

17 The addreſs, he ſaid, had ever heretofore been an echo of the 
ſpeech; but in the preſent caſe, certain parts of the ſpeech had 
been deſignedly avoided parts which he never would conſent to 
blink. The author of the ſpeech has preſumed to paſs for a fact 
what we know is not a fact, and has taken it for granted that the 
public meetings of the people have been univerſally ſcouted, That 
paragraph which ſuppoſes ſuch a thing, is an impoſition on the 
Sovereign, and an unworthy deceit upon the Duke of Rutland, and 

therefore carefully avoided in the addreſs propoſed to the Houſe, 


| 
[ \ 
| 
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- Laſt ſeſſion, ſaid he, in our addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, 
we expreſſed our reliance upon his aſſiſtance and co-operation, in 
arranging and eſtabliſhing our commercial ſyſtem. His anſwer 
Juſtified that reliance z the nation had many reaſons to hope that 
the promiſes of the Chief Governor would be ſupported by his 
meaſures, but we do not find that any ſteps have yet been taken, 
nor that the Speech in any reſpect gives reaſon to conclude that 
any plan of arrangement is yet formed; and if his Grace has this 
day taken any notice of ſuch an arrangement, it is only to devolve 
it back again to Parliament, and to deſire us to do that which he 
finds his Miniſters incapable of doing. I am amazed then on what 
ground Miniſters can demand our approbation, and above all things 
how they could come forward with ſuch a term as mader ation, and 
to couple it in the ſpeech with the mild protedion of the laws. To 
deprive the ſubject of the benefit of a grand jury; is that the n- 
deratin of the Miniſter, and that the muld pretection of the law? To 
deprive the ſubject of trial by petit jury; is that the moderation 
of the Miniſter, and that the mild protection of the lau? To uſe the 


authority of office to the diſcontent of the people at large and the 


oppreſſion of individuals; is that the mederation of the Miniſter, 
and that the mild prote&ion of the laws? To conduct the buſineſs 
of the country in a manner that every thinking man, every man of 
legal knowledge condemns ; is that the moderation of the Miniſter ? 
Is that the mild protection of the lau? For my part, I am deter- 
mined to manifeſt my moderation; and I think nothing can be 
more moderate than to expunge the words mentioned in the 
noble Lord's reſolution, and to fill up their ſpace with a perſonal 
compliment to the Lord Lieutenant; to which I am defirous to 
expreſs my moſt hearty concurrence. 


The Right Honourable Jouxn Hery Hu rcninsox [Pain- 
EIPAL SECRETARY of STATE and PkovosT] ſaid the order of 


the Houſe was never to ſtrike out any words until ſome other words 


were adopted in their place; that as a man he could not give a 
negative to the words in the amendment, which went to the ap- 


| probation of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's private character; 


and as a ſtateſman, he muſt approve the conduct of his admini- 
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ſtration: he would therefore give an affirmative to the words of 


the amendment z and when the queſtion would come upon ex- 


punging the preſent words of the addreſs, he would give a nega- ; 4 1 


tive to that queſtion. | 
The ATToRNey GENERNAI.— Though the noble Lord who 


made the motion for an amendment has not, yet others have al- 


luded to a tranſaQtion I am proud to avow, and which I am now 
ready to defend; and I call upon any man of legal knowledge to 
ſay, that he can condemn the rectitude and legality of that 


- proceeding. 
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I will not ſtoop to take notice of dogmatical aſſertions or news- 
paper repotts; but if any man who knows the law or the conſti- 


** cution will ſay, that my proceedings have been wrong, I am rea- 
dy to ſhew him that they are warranted both by law and conſtitu- 


tion ; I will ſhew him that the power of attachment in the Court 
of King's Bench, is the beſt ſecurity we have for our liberties ; 
and if that was taken away, our liberties would be at the mercy of 
any Monarch who ſhould be baſe and tyrannical enough to employ 
the Sheriffs, the executive officers of juſtice, to ſubvert the con- 
ſtitution. As to the gentleman on the ſecond bench, (Mr. Moly- 


4 1 neux) I cannot enough admire the charming phillipic he has pro- 


nounced; there is an energy in the mind of that gentleman, and 


| a grace in his manner peculiarly becoming—he 1s to me a perpe- 
tual fund of entertainment—the ſhafts of his imagination are ſo 


perfectly harmleſs, that I ſhall never attempt to ſhield myſelf from 


them; and as to making any attack upon him in return, that were 


| unneceſſary, as indeed he does not ſeem to be made of penetrable 


uff: it would not be an eaſy matter to diſcompoſe the vacant 


benignity of his mind; and therefore I never ſhall take any trou- 


ble about him, 


Sir Epward NRWINHAMu.—I ſhould not have riſen at this 
period of the debate, but for the challenge thrown out by the 
Attorney General, who called upon any man to bring forward 
any motion of cenſure upon him: I am that man, and I will ac- 
cuſe him of miſconduct ; but it would be futile to attempt it 
while he is intrenched with ſuch miniſterial forces—1 will wait 
until the Houſe is reformed—if 1 was to attempt it now, it would 
recur only to the advantage of the Attorney General, who would 
be deemed only a perſecuted Crown Officer. I approve of ſome 
parts of the reſolution and reprobate others; and 1 hope the Iriſh 


IIS have done ſome ſervice towards obtaining protecting 
utiles. 


Mr. LAUuxENCE PARSONS.— Since we find the buſineſs of at- 


tachment is to come forward in this Houſe, and that the right 
honourable gentleman is ſo bold in his defence, in order that we 
may not come totally unprepared for deciſion, but that we may 
be enabled to judge rightly on the matter, I earneſtly requeſt that 


gentleman may take ſome pains to ſtudy the criminal law againft 
the day of accuſation, 


Mr. Joux Foxses ſaid, that the court of King's Bench acted 


according to the beſt of their opinion; but this, ſaid he, is not the 


FF te for diſcuſſion; I cannot, however, expreſs my approbation 


of the preſent adminiſtration, and therefore I concur in the noble 
Lord's amendment, | TEE os 
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Mr. Ax THur Browne ſaid, he had no doubt, when gentle- 
men had an opportunity in an addreſs to a Lord Lieutenant to 
compliment themſelves, they would attribute to the preſent ad- 
miniſtration every good quality under Heaven. But ſtill they 
ſhould preſerve ſome prob ability, and he expected from their good 
{enſe, they would not have praiſed themſelves for their modera- 
tion. Selt-flattery might have induced them to miſtake obſtinacy 
for firmneſs, and to introduce the latter word in the addreſs; but 
why in the whcle ſcope of the Engliſh language, chuſe the word 
moderation, to which of all others they had the leaſt pretenſions? 
But if they muſt needs chuſe this unfortunate word, why did they 
contradict it, by another paragraph in the addreſs, which compared 
with their conduct laſt ſummer, was their compleat condemnation ? 
They told the King, that the majority of the nation was loyal, and 
that only a few mitguided people had been guilty of irregularities. 
If ſo, where was the moderation of deſerting the tria! by jury, and 
proceeding by attachment in the caſe of a lictle common irregulari- 
ty? Indictment was open, information was open. Information 
had been thought too great a ſtretch of power in former times; 
but now nothing would do but attachment; and for that, the 
miniſtry aſked approbation. 

He ſaid, if a fair trial by jury could be had, there was no mo- 
deration in deſerting it. If government ſaid it would not be had, 
there was intemperance in throwing that ſtigma upon the nation. 

This, he ſaid, being a new caſe, was the very reaſon why a 
new remedy ought to have been applied; as he muſt be a quack 
indeed, who in a new diſorder would apply an untried remedy. 

He made ſeveral other remarks on the addreſs, and concluded 
by obſerving, that he could not commend the moderation of go- 
vernment, while he was able to diſtinguiſh violence from modera- 
tion, or attachment to conſtitutional principles, from inclination 
to oppreſs. 

The Hon. Dennis BxowNe.—Sir, I have heard with great 
reſpe& and attention, but give me leave to add, with ſurprize, 
the objection made by ſome gentlemen to the addreſs, as originally 
propoſed by you. We are told we ſhould not vote this addreſs, 
becauſe laws injurious have paſſed during his Grace's adminiſtra- 
tion ; but ſuppoſing Parliament to be influenced by Government 
in their proceedings, and ] am afraid they are too often fo, I can- 
not agree with gentlemen z they complain of a bill for the regu- 


lation of the Poſt-Office ; if that bill was a bad one, it is a charge 


on the late adminiſtration, who framed it; it was avowed to be 
their bill by the right honourable gentleman who moved it. The 
next charge is indeed a heavy one, that an attack has been made 
on the liberty of the preſs, that palladium of every free country ; 
and if this charge was founded, I ſhould moſt readily agree in the 
objections to this addreſs ; but what was the purport of this 
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dreadful bill ? it was ſimply to make the printers of newſpapers 
oſtenſible, that if they committed illegal acts, they ſhould be, in 
common with other ſubjects, open to the correction of the law. 
If it is allowed that the preſs of England is a free preſs, ſo cer- 


þ 1 tainly is the preſs of Ireland, as they are exactly on the ſame 


footing, and ſubject to the ſame law. Ihe next is the rejection 
of what was commonly called Protecting Duties: it was a very 
ſtrange thing indeed that the government of this country did not, 


8 in ten days after their arrival in it, and before they could poſſibly 


know any thing of its intereſts, prima facie, agree to the altering 


BH of all our commercial regulations, eſpecially as ſeveral of the 
3X richeſt and moſt populous parts of the kingdom declared ſuch te- 


gulations would be ruinous to them. The not receiving in the 


ſame haſty, ill-conſidered manner a bill rejected in the commence- 
ment of a ſeſſion, for altering the conſtitution, is another charge. 
Gentlemen judging from their own genius and abilities, expect 


to find that quickneſs in others which they find in themſelves ; 
but as plodding conſidering men happen unfortunately to direct 
the affairs of this kingdom, I think we ſhould give them a little 
more time to arrange ſuch important changes in our trade and con- 
ſtitution, The harſhneſs and ſeverity of government have been 
complained of; ſurely no man will deny, however ptepoſſeſſed 
by prejudice, that there were ſome proceedings of the laſt fummer 
that called loudly for the interference of the legiſlature, Was 
it neceſſary to prevent an enraged mob from dragging citizens, 
on various pretences, from their houſes, and treating them with 
brutality ? In another country a ſtop has been put to that patriotic 
proceeding by a dreadful exertion of power, and by harſhneſs and 
ſeverity in the extreme. Here one mean, contemptible wretch, 


on being convicted, was whipped through the town. 


What countenance government has given, or may give, to 


che Court of King's Bench for the power exerciſed by them 
of attaching, I do not know; but I do know the Court of King's 
Bench having aQed illegaliy, if it has done ſo, is no reaton 
hy we ſhould throw indirect, unmerited aſperſions on the Lord 
Lieutenant. The only ſeverity I heard of was, a ſheriff having been 
attached for three days and fined a mark. Is it becauſe the firſt act 
oftbe Duke of Rutland was relieving the diſtreſſes of our then ſtarv- 
ing manufacturers with a generoſity unexampled; becauſe he found 


his kingdom in a ferment, and has without ſeverity quieted it, 


1 that we are indireQly to cenſure him? Let gentlemen recolle& 
he ſituation of this country, torn by faction and oppreſſed with 


debt, and they will not think it a time for gratify ing private 
pique or reſentment, by refuſing their ſupport to the juſt meaſures 
fa vigorous and efficient Government. One word, Sir, to an 
Wc: prellion that dropped from a right honourable gentleman, that 
his was a ſubordinate country; 1 deny it, the predominance of 
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Great Britain was an uſurpation from which we have, thank God, 
freed ourſelves. 


The Hon. Hexxy WeLBorke Acar,—l feel myſelf very x | 


unequal to the expreſſing that gratitude which every man who 
wiſhes well to his country owes to the preſent adminiſtration, We 
have ſeen, Sir, the moſt alarming outrages repreſſed in this city, 
by a ſteady, firm, and yet moderate hand. It is ſcarcely fix — 
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fince every man not actuated by that folly and extravagance 
which has been mi ſnamed patriotiſm, ſhuddered with the fear of 9 
an impending convulſion; yet this danger has been averted, and 
we now, with every proſpect of future peace and happineſs, ſec 8 
only the impotent efforts of expiring faction. I am myſelf, Sir, ü 
Juft come from a part of the country where deluded miſcreants, 
deluded by others more infamous than themſelves, committed RR 
the moſt dreadful nightly outrages, and threatened the lives and 
properties of all peaceable men. For the ſuppreſſion of theſe hor- 
rid proceedings not a moment was loſt z government inſtantly YZ 
iſſued a ſpecial commiſſion, which although it did not ſucceed in 
bringing the guilty to an immediate and well deſerved puniſhment, 8 


the proſecutor having abſconded, has yet evidently had its . + 
effect; the people, alarmed by the zeal and earneſtneſs manifeſted i 
by Government for the peace and good order of the country, 


have ever ſince remained quiet, though no examples were made. 
1 do, Sir, with ſubmiſſion think, that theſe are moſt ſubſtantial 
and unequivocal proofs, that the preſent Adminiſtration is full az % 


anxious as any that ever preceded it, for the proſperity and hap» 
pineſs of. this kingdom. v0 


Mr. Bux (of Oldtown) faid, that this addreſs was the firſt 
in which the words wiſe and prudent had been omitted—it was ⁶ 
ominous. As to the challenge the right honourable member had 
made with regard to attachments, he will find this fide of the 


houſe ready to meet it, when that buſineſs ſhall come before us. 


Mr. MicyatL SmiTH.—l ſhould have given a ſilent vote 
this night for the amendment, but that ſome matters have been 
mentioned, in which I look upon mylelf as called upon in a par- e 
_ ticular manner, from the part I have taken in them elfſewhere.— 

What the law of the land ſays on that ſubject, is not now the 
queſtion. Though 1 reſpe& the majority of the court mentioned 
in this debate, yet that court might err; and I ſhall never ſee 
the proceeding by attachment mentioned as warranted by the law 


and conftitution :—for ſorry am I to have ſeen the Judges refuſe 1 


the precedents from Great · Britain, whoſe common law is the fame Y 
as outs; a refuſal that may make the pillars of the law bow to 


the ground; and 1 have heard the oldeſt and moſt approved lu- 4 
minaries of the law declare, joining in ſorrow, “ that it was 
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time for them to die, for they had outlived the laws of their coun- 
= he queſtion was then put, that the words, © private virtues 
**X entitle him to the eſteem and regard of this Houſe, and whoſe,” 
"XZ ſtand part of the ſaid motion, and agreed to nem. con, | 

4 And the queſtion was put, that the words ** experienced mo- 
XX deration and firmneſs,” ſtand part of the motion, and was car- 
tied in the affirmative. 

A The queſtion being put, that the Houfe do agree in the ſaid 
RT reſolution, ſo — it was carried in the affirmative. 
Otrdered, That a committee be appointed to draw up an ad- 
dreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty upon the ſaid reſolution; 
and a committee was appointed accordingly. 

Reſolved, That an humble addreſs of thanks be preſented to 
his Grace the Lord Lieutenant for his moſt excellent ſpeech this 
day to both Houſes of Parliament; and a committee was ap- 
pointed to draw up faid addreſs. | 


The Hon. RI chARD ANNESLEY preſented a petition of the 
Hon. Joſeph Hewitt, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn for the county of the town of Carrickfergus z which was 
ordered to be taken into conſideration on Monday the 7th of Fe- 
bruary. 


Ordered, That all perſons who will queſtion any return made 
upon the laſt general election ſhall do it on or before the fifth᷑ day 
of February next. 


The ſeveral ſtanding orders of the Houſe with regard to pre- 


Meeting petitions on conteſted elections, within fourteen days, 


rade, privileges, prohibiting ſtrangers admiſſion into the gallery, 
ad for printing the votes, were accordingly made; and an of- 
Peer from the commiſſioners of the impreſt accounts having at- 
ended, he was called in, and preſented at the bar, an account 
vote et money received and diſburſed by the commiſſioners of impreſt 
been ccounts for the payment of clerks, meſſengers, and other ex- 
a par- Pences attending the execution of an act palſed for the due ac- 
ere.— Mounting for public money, 
w the 


tioned : 
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refuſe Frivay, January 21, 1785. 


e fame A The Honourable Mr. PackEN AU reported from the com- 
bow to tee appointed to draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty, that they 


ed lu- Pad drawn up an addrefs accordingly, which he read in his place, 
it was 
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and afterwards delivered in at the table, where the ſame was read, 
and is as follows : 


The humble ApDress of the KnicnuTs, CirizE Ns, and Bux- 
GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled, to the KI N Gs moſt excel- 
lent MajesTY. 


Cc * . 
Maſt gracions Sovereign, 


«© WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, embrace with un- 
feigned ſatisfaction this opportunity of repeating our ſentiments = 
of zealous and aſſectionate attachment to your Royal Perſon and 


Government. 


* We gratefully acknowledge your Majeſty's goodneſs in hav- BR 
ing placed over us a Chief Governor, whoſe private virtues en- 
title him to the eſteem and regard of this Houſe z and whoſe e- 
perienced moderation and firmneſs, peculiarly qualify him in the 


preſent circumſtances of the kingdom for ſo diſtinguiſhed a truſt. 
*© Your Majeſty may rely upon the zeal of your faithful 


Commons to grant ſuch ſupplies as may be ſuitable to the exi- 3 


gencies of the ſtate, the intereſts of your people, and the liberal 
ſupport of your Majeſty's government. 

* Wereturn your Majeſty our ſincere thanks for graciouſly re- 
commending to our diligent attention the final adjuſtment of 
commercial objects with our ſiſter kingdom, deeply penetrated 


with your Majeſty's paternal regard, manifeſting an equal in- 

tereſt in the proſperity of your people, we ſhall conſider the ad- 
vantages of every part of the empire as the true baſis of ſuch an 

adjuſtment, and as a ſettlement arranged upon theſe equitable 
principles, muſt give univerſal ſatisfaction, and its advantages, 
in order to be ſubſtantial muſt be laſting, we ſhall exert ourſelves 
to ſecure its permanence with the ſame earneſtneis that we ſhall 8 


ſeek its accompliſhment. 
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We doubt not that the nature and extent of certain popular A I r 
diſturbances have been faithfully repreſented to your Majeſty, r 


and will prevent the indiſcretion and intemperance of the miſ- RE 
guided few from inducing a general imputation on the conduct of 
your Majeſty's loyal and faithful kingdom; whilſt we declare 
our abhorrence of ſuch lawleſs and unconſtitutional proceedings, 


your Majeſty may confide in our ſtrenuous and conſtant endea- 


vours to prevent their pernicious effects, as well by out indivi- 


dual influence as by our collective exertions. 


The Agriculture, Manufactures and Fiſheries of this king- i 3 
dom, thoſe abundant ſources of induſtry, wealth and popula- i 


tion, ſhalt be the conſtant objects of our earneſt care. 
The Proteſtant Charter Schools and other public inſtitutions, 
which have experienced the liberal protection of Parliament, 
' ſhall not be depriyed of our attention. 
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« Your Majeſty's ſolicitude for the advancement of 


© education, is a freſh proof of that parental affection, which has 
3 ever anxiouſly ſought out the means of promoting the happineſs 


of your people. Your Majeſty's recommendation wiil animate 


us in the purſuit, and encourage us ta the attainment of this ſa- 


cred object, ; 
<« Senfible of the ineſtimable bleſſings to be derived from our 


| happy conſtitution, ſecured to us under your royal * we 


ſhould be undeſerving of thoſe eminent advantages, if we were 
not reſolved to rejeQ, with indignation, every aſſumed authority 
which may attempt to dictate to the legiſlature. 

« We ſhall attentively conſider in what manner we may beſt 
ſecure the execution of the laws, the regulation of the police, 


Pp and the protection of the ſubject againſt violence and outrage, 
RE fatisfhied that without peaceable ſubordination, honeſt induſtry can 
never flouriſh. | 


The reverence we ſhall ever preſerve for our religion and 


XX conftitution, will induce us ſeduloully to cultivate our connecti- 


on with Great Britain, as their great protection and ſecurity ; 


3 | and conſtantly ſtudy to draw eloſer thoſe ties of intereſt and af- 


fection, which we truſt will for ever unite the ſiſter kingdoms. 

The uniformity of religion and laws, and the union of in- 
tereſt, foreign and domeſtic, will inform Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as with one ſpirit to conſult the proſperity, and demonſtrate 
the power of the empire,” 


Mr. HENRY FLoop.—lI am under ſome concern, that I was 
unable to attend the Houſe yeſterday, when the motion for the 
addreſs now brought in was firſt made, as I ſhould then have op- 
poſed ſeveral parts thereof, I muſt now beg the indulgence 
of the Houſe, to permit me to deliver ſome part of what I have 
to ſay ſitting, [Being very ill with the gout.] | 

I am much concerned that I am obliged to object to the addreſs 


| 9 | now before the Houſe. I have no perſonal objection to the Duke 


of Rutland—if he chooſes to keep puerile adviſers in his cabi- 


net, be the conſequence at his own door. Much has paſſed late- 
ly, which has been highly improper and unconſtitutional, and 


I did hope that the firſt day of this ſeſſion would have been a 


repeal or revocation of thoſe meaſures, 


have conſidered his Grace's ſpeech with minute attentiong 
and muſt own, it has, in ſeveral parts, ſtruck me with ſurprize- 


Al tball curſorily attend to ſome of theſe parts before I propoſe 


the amendment I wiſh to move to the firſt paragraph, now read, 
Towards the cloſe of this ſpeech are thoſe words: The uni- 


formity of laws and of religion, and a common intereſt in treaties 


with foreign ſtates.” Alas ! what common intereſt have we in 


treaties, at the making of which Ireland was never once conſi- 
Vol. IV. , D 
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dered ? This aſſertion in the ſpeech is not founded on fact. Com- 
5 mon intereſt ſhould mean an equality of terms of commerce to 
N and from foreign ſtates with our ſiſter kingdom: Have we that 
equality? Is the Iriſh trade to Portugal on the footing of that of 
Britain? Are our commodities received there on equal terms? 
Can any one ſay they are?—Have we not, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, 
fince we have had the outward appearance of a free trade, had this 
very trade on the carpet? Hath not every miniſter promiſed a 
ſettlement of this buſineſs? And has not eyery miniſter failed in 
the accompliſkment ? 

In the demand of ſupply, the exigencies of the ſtate are men- 
tioned ; and in this addreſs the Commons are to pledge themſelves 

to grant ſuch ſupplies as may be ſuitable to three different ob- 

jeQs : The exigencies of the ſtate the intereſts of his people 

and—the liberal ſupport of his Majeſty's government.—Here we 

are called upon to promiſe what, perhaps, we ſhall be unable to 

rform, without knowing what theſe exigencies of ſtate may 

e.—W hat, Sir, after a peace hath been for ſome time concluded 

and confirmed, are we called upon for exigencies, at a time when 

we might rationally expect government would have been con- 

tented with a peace eftabliſhment? Is it wiſe to ftrain every 

nerve, and burthen an already over-burthened people, in time of 

profound peace, with new taxes; and to be condemned to them, 

where we expected relief? Were not new taxes laid on for the 

purpoſe of making the revenue equal to our neceſſary expences ? 

And, did not a right honourable gentleman oppoſite to me, now 

the prime miniſter of finance, declare to this Houſe, that all he 

fought, or ſhould aſk, were equalizing duties, that ſhould make 
revenue and expence go hand in hand? Yet, we are to provide 

> for exigencies, before we know what they may be, or to what 
amount, or for what purpoſes. A peace cannot have any im- 

mediate ſalutary effect on Britain.—She, as the head of an em- 

pire, hath many weights left upon her, that muſt neceſſarily keep 

off entrenchments for ſome time. But the little iſland of Ireland, 

who can have no war with any power on its own account, ſhould 

directly feel the good effects of peace; ſhould put an immediate 

end to accumulation of debt, and to a ruinous ſyſtem of borrow- 

| ing from year to year, till we are irredeemably ſunk. It would, 
- therefore, have been ſurely enough for the Iriſh Houfe of Com- 
| mons to promiſe to raiſe the ſupplies for the intereſts of the peo- 
ple, and the neceſſary ſupport of government. But I forbear to 

fay any more on this head, as a proper time will come for a more 

cloſe diſcuſſion of this point. 

But this addreſs is further objeQtonable, as it makes the legiſ- 
lature to conſolidate itſelf with that of Great Britain, and take 
into conſideration the intereſts of every part of the Britiſh domi- 
mons. * The idea is abſurd—where are the documents to enable 
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us to judge and determine on the intereſts of the remote parts of 
the Britiſh empire? We have nothing to do with England—we 
have only to protect our own trade—let us grant protecting duties 
to it—and leave the trade of England to its own legiſlature, 
which is much better able to judge what could advantage it. 
The addreſs before us is a legerdemain one, ſaying much, but 
meaning nothing. The ſpeech ſays, * Whilſt I lament the law- 
leſs outrages and unconſtitutional tiſings ſince your laſt ſeſſions,” 
J confeſs I do not underſtand the meaning of this aſſertion. The 
Duke of Rutland regards truth too much, and, as the repreſen- 
tative of majeſty, muſt know the indecency of advancing what 
is not truth; but I really do not know what he means by uncon- 
ſtitutional riſings, and moderation in ſuppreſſing them. It cannot 
be the county meetings, they are not feu neither have the moſt 
ſalutary exertions of the law ſuppreſſed them! — ſo far from that, 
they have multiplied in conſequence of the ill-timed exertions of 
the law—ſcarce a town or city but has elected delegates from 
Eaſt to Weſt, from North to South, ſo that the county meetings 


could not have been alluded to; and what elſe could have been 


meant I know not !—I ſuppoſe his Grace of Rutland does ; but 
he ought to have ſuggeſted it;: yet I will ſuppoſe nothing of his 
Grace—if he has evil adviſers, puerile counſellors, that endea- 
vour to obtrude their vain ideas on the public, and force things 
out of their proper current, they are reſponſible for their mea- 
ſures. I cannot ſuppoſe thoſe county meetings were called 
unconſtitutional, as * is not a man who has a veſtige of the 
conſtitution in his compoſition, or who has a particle of liberty 
in his heart, who will ſay they were unconſtitutional. I chal- 
lenge the boldeſt prerogative lawyer to meet me on this ground; 
to produce any law, ſtatute or common, that forbids peaceable 
meetings of the people, for any honeſt purpoſe whatever. What 
is freedom? Is it not that any man may do any thing not forbid- 
den by ſome known law? If fo, any man who would preclude 


or intimidate the people from ſuch freedom, is an abettor of ty- 


ranny. Where is the difference between a Grand Seignior, and 
the Sovereign of a free people? The one can make what he 


pleaſes to be an offence : The other can only puniſh a breach of 


law. If, therefore, actions, not explicitly forbidden, are con- 
ſtrued as illegal offences, and crimes created at the will of any 
man, there is an end of our liberties. 

You have ſeen politics enter the Four-courts, and almoſt fit on 
the bench—you have ſeen acts performed which have brought 
princes from their thrones. You are called upon to thank admi- 
niſtration for acts you condemn you are called upon to make laws 
and create taxes for the further caſtigation of the people But you 
are not called on to make a proviſion for a reform in parliament, 


| That is not even glanced at. No notice is made of it; not a 
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hint to gratify the public, that ſuch a ſtep will be taken, patro- 
nized or encouraged ; though the Prime Miniſter of England hath 
publicly pledged himſelf to bring in, and to ſupport both as a 
man and as a miniſter, ſuch a reform. To what can this filence 
be owing? ls it not a tacit acknowledgement, that no ſuch thing 
is intended here? nay, that, when introduced—for introduced it 
ſhall be—it will be oppoſed by his Majeſty's miniſters. 

For this reaſon, that his Majeſty may, through the conſtituti- 
onal channel of his parliament, know whither the united wiſhes 
of his people actually tend, and to keep alive the principle, till 
brought to maturity, 1 would wiſh to add a few words to this firſt 
paragraph that has been now read. Therefore; Sir, I humbly 
move, that that paragraph may be amended, by adding thoſe 
words And of expteſſing our humble confidence, that your 
Majeſty's paternal benevolence to your loyal people of Ireland, 
aided by the councils of miniſters, who have decidedly declared 
in favour cf a 1 reform in Great Britain, will comply 


with the wiſhes of your Iriſh ſubjects, by eſtabliſhing in this | 


kingdom, that great and neceſſary confirmation of the conſtitu- 
tion,” 


Sir HexcuLes LancrisHue. The novelty of this motion 


lays me under fome difficulty as to the manner of ſpeaking to it. 
Neither the extenſive learning ofthe honourable member in the re- 
cords of parliament, nor the tales of tradition, nor the memory of 
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man, can, as I believe, furniſh an inſtance, before the preſent, off 


an addreſs to the king, to give his royal aſſent to a bill, not only 


before it has been paſſed in parliament, not only before it has 
been brought into parliament, not only before any one can tell 
whether it ever will be brought in, or if it be brought in, whe- 
ther it ever will be paſſed in parliament, but before any one rudi- 8 
ment of the plan or principle of the ſcheme has been offered to his 1 
Majeſty or the parliament, or any thing on the ſubje& has been 


| digeſted, deviſed, or brought into exiſtence. Moſt gracious 8 ; | 
ſovereign (ſhall we fay) gratify your loyal ſubjeQs in a plan of 8 


r 
0 


Commons are totally ignorant, of which all the world muſt be to- 
tally ignorant, becauſe it is not yet in exiſtence.” Parliamenta- 


ry Reform is a name; it is a ſound to which every man annexes 


his own idea; and though the mere words, parliamentary reform, 1 ; 


may have had ſuch an effect on ſome few men in this country, 
as that they have vowed implicit devotion to the ſound, connect- 
ed with whatever ſenſe or nonſenſe may hereafter belong to it, 
"yet no man can expect that his Majeſty or the Parliament will 


pledge themſelves to the blind ſupport of propoſitions, or terms | . 


lo unafcertained and unintelligible. This amendment can only 
be couſtrued to mean, either a requeſt to his Majeſty, that he will 


| give his aſſent to ſuch bill which is yet unformed; or that he will, 
dy his royal power, eſtabliſh that great and neceſſary confirma- 
tion of our conſtitution z or that he will exerciſe his royal influ- 
ence on the members of parliament for that end an idea that cer- 
tainly muſt be far from the honourable member's thoughts, as on 
every occaſion the leaſt ſuggeſtion of the influence of the Crown 
| operating on Parliament has excited the virtuous indignation of 
this Houſe. And yet I am unable to conceive any other methods 
whereby his Majeſty could poſſibly comply with the prayer of this 


amendment. 
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1 If we agree to this amendment we inform his Majeſty of ſeve- 
E ral fats of which we have no authentic knowledge, and others on 
Y RX which the opinions of men were divided. As to the ſentiments 
© of the Prime Miniſter on the ſubject of reform in England, I have 


IT 013 read ſomething of them in a news-paper, and that was all the proof 


!, the Houle is in poſſeſſion of, though that novelty alone makes it 
d RE neceſſary to oppoſe it. | 

y 8 And what is that proof? A ſingle individual has figned his name 
18 


to a paragraph z he has added his mite, in common with man 

others, to add to the confuſion of the times; and ſhall we tell his 
Majeſty, from that authority only, that his miniſter in England 
had decidedly declared in favour of a parliamentary reform; and 


IN ' nar 
* is that a ſufficient authority for us to communicate the intelligence 
oY to his Majeſty. A parliamentary reform, I ſpeak the real ſenſe 
of of my mind, is not neceſſary for the confirmation of our conſtitu- 
tion, neither 1s it eligible from the temper, circumſtances and ſi- 
ly þ tuation of this country; neither do I believe the meaſure is the 
as univerſal wiſh—lt may of thoſe who alone can profit by confuſion, 
ell of thoſe who, whilſt the law keeps its courſe, can hope for no- 
e- thing! The queſtion before us is, whether we will requeſt his 
4j. Majeſty to uſe his influence in this Houſe in favour of a meaſure 
his  Peither created or begotten! —ls that the ſtate of it, or is it not? 
en lt did not know the feelings and abilities of the gentleman who 
vs propoſed the amendment, I ſhould imagine it was a joke—like a 
of parcel of children debating for a play-thing l- · Good ! are we 
ful to alk his Majeſty to agree with what neither he nor we have ever 
to- en or heard of, and of courſe cannot underſtand ?—Surely no. 


1 ſhall therefore certainly oppoſe the amendment, as I am ſure 
many other gentlemen, will likewiſe do, as being ill founded, un- 
neceſſary, contrary to the good of this country, and being found- 
ed on no authentic teſtimony that it is the wiſh of the majority 
of the people. 
= Mr. Tnons Buxcn (of Old Town.) —Sir, as I moſt hear- 
tily approve of this amendment, I ſhall give ſome few reaſons that 


rms cauſe that approbation. 1 little expected to hear, in this Houſe, 
nly that a reform in parliamentary repreſentation is not neceſſary, and 
will much lets, that it is not the wiſh of every impartial and unpte- 
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judiced man in it; neither did I think it would be controverted, _ 
that the Britiſh Miniſter had declared in favour of a reform. But, P 


we have heard theſe aſſertions; aſſertions that contradi& the com- $, 54 tl 
mon ſenſe and common obſervation of all, who will think, or will . 
open their eyes; nay, I cannot entertain the ſmalleſt doubt but 
the right honourable Secretary has had his inſtructions on thiz P 
head. It is reported that ke has brought ſuch inſtructions, though bs 0 
he does not ſeem willing to avail himſelf of them. In his late 5 
Journey to London, he has been with Mr. Pitt. Now, as it is G 
impoſlible but, in the train of diſcourſe, the Britiſh Miniſter muſt: ' 
have aſked the Iriſh Miniſter about Iriſh affairs, the latter could 3 = 


not have avoided telling the former of the ſeveral meetings that 9 4 


have been held here. It was natural to aſk on what account ?— MR 
And the anſwer muſt have been, as naturally—about a parliamen- e 
tary reform. "0G A 
As Mr. Pitt, therefore, could not be ignorant that ſuch reform 8 4 
was the wiſh of many people here, he certainly was not ſilent on RE * 
the ſubject; but as ſome directions were — to be given on 8 


2 
that point, he, no doubt, declared his own opinion on a reform, 3F ad 
and gave ſome inſtructions to the right honourable gentleman.— 
But the gentleman does not ſeem inclined to obey the inſtruQtions BY 
of his conſtituent, for ſuch the Britiſh Miniſter certainly is. No, co 
on the contrary, he is totally ſilent about the matter. We were de 
all rejoiced that we had got rid of Poyning's law, by which the ch. 
Britiſh Miniſter had a great ſhare in our legiſlature ; but at pre- the 
ſent, I could almoſt wiſh we had it again, and that our affairs, WWW 71 
at leaſt in this point, were now in the hands of the Britiſh Mini- in 
ſter; for we have got now a ſuperior power in an Iriſh ſecretary, 
who, obſerving the diſinclination of many to obey the inſtructi- be 
ons of their conſtituents, may ſay to them; “ Your conſtituents 1 
deſire you to promote a parliamentary reform; my conſtituents 5 
direct me to do the ſame. Come, let us mind none of them. 
Do you diſobey your inſtructions, and I will di ſobey mine. Do 
Jon ſupport me, and I will ſupport you; and we will do the bu- e 
ineſs, and prevent any reform.” This ſeems to be the manner in Ke 
which ſome gentlemen proceed; and hence ariſes the oppoſition 
to the amendment of my honourable friend. How far a reform is er 
neceſſary may be eaſily feen,—How far it is the wiſh of every man ev. 
may be diſcerned by going through every part of the country. I or 
am clearly convinced of both thoſe points, and ſhall therefore give Mie: 
my vote for the amendment, 5 | | 


Mr. FLo0d.—1 riſe, Sir, to reply to the honourable baronet, 


* 
over the way, [Sir Hercules Langriſbe,] who has objected to ne. 
the amendment I had the honour to move, becauſe it is not pre- in 
ceded by particularizing the mode of reform. All want by this WF2 
amendment is to requeſt his Majeſty to adopt the general pig Fer A 
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d, dle. Were it not for the purpoſe of adopting general principles, 
t, by: the addreſs before the Houſe, and all other addreſſes in anſwer 
a EF to the ſpeech from the throne, would be almoſt blank paper. It 
ill js the common uſage of parliament to reſolve on general princi- 


ot les before we deſcend to particulars. The honourable member 
3 8 1ays, we do not know what this bill of reform may contain; and 
gh - ſhall we addreſs his Majeſty before we know upon what account ? 
= 3 Pray, Sir, let me aſk that honourable member does he know what 
13 RE ſupplies may be neceſſary for the exigencies and ſupport of go- 
— "Tf vernment before we have ſeen the accounts and eſtima: es, before 
d 


ve have been made acquainted with the ſurplus or deficiencies of 
che appropriated and unappropriated ? Does he know the amount 
ol the ſums to be raiſed, and on what they are to be raiſed ? And 

pet do we not in this very addreſs before us adopt the general 
EEE principle of a ſupply to government, leaving the quantum and the 
mode to be ſettled hereafter ?—Do we yet know in what mode, 


on and by what bills, the final adjuſtment of commercial objects with 
on i our ſiſter kingdom will be ſettled? Yet do we not, in this very 
n, WF addrets, adopt the general principle that an adjuſtment is proper 


and neceſſary, and muſt be ſet about? Nay, is not the principle 
recommended to us from the throne ? Do we yet know what en- 


No, couragement the manufactures and fiſheries of this kingdom may 
= demand or deſerve? Yet do we not, in this very addreſs, adopt 
the 


the general principle of giving adequate encouragement ? How 
then can the — member object to this amendment, whoſe 
ſole view is to ſettle a general principle, ſince we conſtantly act 


Int- in the ſame manner in other ſabjects. If the principle itſelf is right, 
ry, there can be no objection to the mode by which it is ſought to 
Si- be eſtabliſhed. Indeed, if the honourable member thinks the ge- 
-nts Wxeral principle wrong, he ſhould oppoſe it on that ground alone, 
2nts 


and not on account of its being introduced prematurely, and in 
his form, If that honourable member, orany other member, can 
ay his hand on his heart, and declare upon his honour that he 


bu- 3 tedfaſtly believes a parliamentary reform is not neceſſary, and 
m hat it is not the general wiſh of the people, then indeed he will 
ion o right to vote againſt the amendment; but I fancy few, very 
1 is 


eu, are in that predicament. The different meetings in almoſt 
very part of the country for the purpoſes of delegation and re- 
orm are of public notoriety. They have nor been done in a cor- 
er; they were openly held, ſo that adminiſtration cannot affect 
WD znorance of them on the grounds on which they have been held: 
ey have been nearly general, notwithſtanding the King's Attor- 
ney General ſent circular letters to the ſheriffs of all the counties 
in Ireland to prevent thoſe meetings. Why thoſe letters millive 
o prevent the people from mecting, if-it was not known that at 
l uch meetings they would declare for a parliamentary reform? 
WE | berefore it is a well known fact that a reform is the grand object. 
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and the general wich of the people, ſo declared wherever they 


Had an opportunity of making that declaration. 


1 have taid that the Britiſh Miviſter had decidedly declared in 
favour of a parliamentary reform; and that fact has been doubt. 
ed by the honourable member. Mr. Wyvill, a gentleman of "8 


character, a man of veracity, and a man of honour, ſends a let- 
ter to the meeting of the county of York, that he had applied to 


Mr. Pitt, on the ſubject of reform, and that that miniſter de- 
clared he would ſupport ſuch reform, both in his individual and 
- Miniſterial capacity. This letter the York meeting publiſhed in 
all che public prints, to convey the agreeable tidings to all the 
nation. Here, then, the fact ſtands eſtabliſhed on public ground, 
d is the more firmly eitabliſhed, as, though it hath been pub- 
iſhed for ſome time, it remains unconttradicted. Can that mem- RR 
ber or any other gentleman, ſuppoſe that a man of honour, ſuch FRE 
as Mr, Wyvill is known to be, would publiſh to the world a 
falſchood, and a falſchood that could have been ſo eaſily con- 
tradicted? And can it be ſuppoſed that, had there been the leaſt 
falſehood in that letter, Mr. Pitt, would not, long ere this, have 
contradicted it? And therefore 1 think I am well warranted 
to make the aſſertion; and leave to the Houſe to judge which 


is beſt grounded, my aſſertion, or the honourable member's doubt: 2 


and thence I may juſtly conclude that a parliamentary reform 
is the wiſh of this kingdom; and that his Majeſty's Prime Mini- 


ſter in Great Britain hath decidedly declared in favour of ſuch a i 


- reform there. 


But the honourable member ſays, a reform may be neceſſary 6 


there, and yet not neceſſary here. It is univerſally agreed, both 
by the people and by bis Majeſty's Miniſter, that a parliamentary 8 


tour of Ireland, and beholds the deſerts and ruins from which 


(or rather from the proprietors of which) members are returned 
to this Houſe, he muft be blind indeed if he does not ſee the 
tenfold neceſſity of a reform, at leaſt in the borough repreſen- 


tation. 


Upon the whole, as a reform is held neceſſary, as it is evident | 


ly the wiſh of the people, and as this amendment goes no farther 
a general principle, ail who think with me will, this night, 
act ſeriouſly, and join their wiſhes with mine. 


The ATTORNEY General.—1l never in my life felt a wiſh 
to ſkulk from any queſtion which involved the peace and happi- 


ness of this country, and I truſt I never ſhall, Though the 


reform is neceſſary in Great Britain: but if it is neceſſary there, 
it is a forticri more neceſſary here. If a man goes through Eng- 
land, and views the populous towns and trading places which 
are unrepreſented, and the many places fallen to decay, which 
ſend members, he will ſee the neceſſity. But if he makes the 
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WE ſabjeQ introduced by the honourable member is introduced very 
| much againſt order and rule, I am ready to meet him upon it 


this moment. The fallacy and abſurdity of almoſt every part of 
his amendment having already been ſo fully expoſed, I ſhall 


| confine myſelf to one part which my honourable friend has not 


taken notice of, and which is as unfounded as any of the reſt, 
The honourable member has aſſerted that the King's Attorney 
General ſent his letters miſſive to all the ſheriffs in the kingdom, 
charging them not to aſſemble their counties. —This, Sir, — 
is not fact. The King's Attorney General did write to the ſheriffs. 
of the city of Dublin, to inform them that if they preſumed to 
elect members to ſerve in what is called a congreſs, he would 
puniſh them for ſuch a breach of their duty: and if the ſheriffs 
of the city of Dublin, or any other men in the kingdom, had 
preſumed to grapple with the law, The King's Attorney General 
would have taught them that the law was- ſtronger than they. 
Happily for the ſheriffs of the city of Dublin they took the beſt 
advice upon the ſubje&, and that advice was, that they ſhould 
refrain from ſuch an illegal proceeding, They acted in con- 
formity, and avoided puniſhment. But, Sir, there were no 
letters miſſive ſent to the ſheriffs of the different counties, as it 
could not be ſuppoſed that they, the king's officers, would be- 
come the abettors of faction. The honourable gentleman ap- 
proves the ſeditious meetings that have lately taken place, and 
has declared himſelf ready to defend them. I accept his chal- 
lenge, and do now declare that no man who has a trace of legal 
or conſtitutional knowledge in his head, or who has one ſpark 
of love for the law or conſtitution of Ireland in his heart, would 
countenance meetings which were holden for the avowed purpoſe 
of ſubverting the eſtabliſhed legiſlature. Does that honourable 
member want any proof of the illegality of ſuch meetings? If he 
does, he has it in the unanimous opinion of the Judges of the 
King's Bench. 
he honourable member talks of proſecutions. I do now 

avow, as I did laſt night, that that meaſure originated with me, 
and was carried on by my advice, I do maintain it was per- 
fectly agreeable to the law and conſtitution, and if any man de- 
nies it, I am now ready to meet him on the ſubject. 

have in = hand, Sir, the writ by which the National Con- 
greſs was elected. The reſolutions of thoſe virtuous projectors 
of reform, the Aggregate Body, which reſolutions are the moſt 
infamous, falſe, and daring libel that ever was publiſhed in any 
country, After vilifying and abuſing Parliament in the moſt groſs 
and contemptuous manner, they very modeſtly appeal from the 
Parliament to the people at large, and call upon the people at 
large to ſubvert and overturn the Parliament. 


as PARLIAMENTARY 


Mr. F:.000D.—1 am not prepared to debate the ſubject on which 
the learned gentleman is ſpeaking, which is not now before the 
Houſe. 


Mr. ATToxNey GrNERAL,—Sir, I am not all a friend to 
Kirmiſhing, or ſpeaking to queſtions not immediately before the 
Houſe, but I think it neceſſary to ſhew that what the honourable 
member has ſaid with regard to my iſſuing letters miſſive to the 
ſheriffs of the different counties is certainly unfounded, and J may 
fairly infer that what he has ſaid of Mr, Pitt may poſſibly be 
unfounded too. 

This virtuous aſſembly that I have ſpoken of, appeal to the 
people, and requeſt them to eleQ delegates to meet in National 
Congreſs, to reform the parliamentary repreſentation ' of the 
kingdom. To this great work they invite men of all deſcrip- 
tions—tinkers and taylors, hackney coachmen and chimney 
ſweepers—** Come unto us alt ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden with the burthen of the preſent conſtitution—come to 
* us, ye virtuous reformers of every denomination—your plans 
e cannot be too wild, your intentions cannot be too ſeditious— 
de come to us, we will receive you with open arms.” Further 
to promote this good work, thirteen ſelect men were choſen, and 
as It may not be unentertaining I ſhall read their names. 


James Napper Tandy, Eſq; | William Arnold, 
John Talbot Aſhenhurſt, William Burke, 
ohn Peree, John Ball, 
illiam Wentworth Seward, | john Hodſon, 
George Joſeph Brown, M. Charles Walker, 
Ignatius Weldon, Arthur Nevill, 
William Smith, | 


And from this committee of thirteen ſelect men, were iſſued 
writs to the ſheriffs of the different counties, commanding them 
to return repreſentatives for their bailiwicks, to meet in 3 
Congreſs, to be holden in Dublin on the 25th of October, 1784, 
which writs were returnable into the hanaper of James Napper 
Tandy, Eſq; Witneſs our truſty and well beloved William 
Wentworth Seward, who, in my courſe of practice, I know to 
be an attorney's clerk. But grievous to relate, very few of the 
ſheriffs in this kingdom were actuated by the ſpirit of James 
Napper Tandy, Eiq; and conſequently very few counties re- 
turned members to his parliament. The ſberiff, indeed, of the 
county of Dublin took upon him to proſtitute that power to the 
purpoſes of faction, with which the 8 had inveſted him for 
the benefit and protection of the ſubject; but I have taught him, 
as Iwill every other man who preſumes to act illegally, that thg 
law is too ſtrong for him. 
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Sir, in proſecuting the ſheriff of the county of Dublin, I took 
the mode of attachment, becaule it 1s the mode pointed out by 
law to prevent the abuſe of authority, delegated from the King 
to his officer for the maintenance of law. I did not appeal to 


juries, becauſe before the deciſion of juries could be obtained, 


much miſchief might have been done. A vile example in ſedi- 
tion might have miſled other ſheriſſs; and therefore the King's 
Attorney General wiſhed to ſhew the ſberiffs of the kingdom what 
they were to expe if they abuſed their truſt; and I fay the 
Government that would ſuffer the King's officers, the ſheriffs, to 
put themſelves at the head of a pitiful faction, and, under colour 
of their authority, promote the ſeditious deſigns of a Congreſs— 
compoted of James Napper Tandy and his affociates—ought to 
be made anſwerable to this Houſe for their puſillanimity. The 
Houſe would have a right to aſk them, Do you, who are the 
executive power of the ſtate, countenance this ſedition ? Is 
#* it abetted by the Crown? Does the King _ from his 
« Parliament to a Congreſs ? And I, for myſelt declare, that 
under a Government which could be ſo weak and daſtardly as 
to wink at ſuch proceedings, I would not hold for one hour the 
ſtation which I have at preſent the honour to enjoy. 

I now truſt the gentleman is ſatisfied upon the ſubject of the 
proſecutions. I ſhall ſay one word more as to the method he 
deſires to purſue. | 

The gentleman calls upon the Houſe, and deſires us to vote 
the repreſentation of the people imperfect, without propoſing 
any better plan. He follows in this the example of the reformers, 
who, in 1782, firſt took up the ſame idea, They voted the con- 
ſtitution imperfect, at the very int:ant that they were acknow- 
ledging their utter ignorance of that conſtitution, and employing 
a news-printer (Henry Joy, jun. of Belfaſt) to write to all peo- 
ple in England, who would take the trouble of opening the let- 
ters, and who in the end demonſtrated they knew nothing of the 
matter either, to tell them in what manner it could be mended, 
in conſequence of the information they received. The honour- 
able member brought a bill into this Houſe, which every man 
who voted with him gave up as the greateſt piece of abſurdity 
that ever was offered to parliament, and now again he wants us 
to condemn our conſtitution, without propoſing any thing better 
in its place, 

When it was propoſed to Mr. Pitt that he ſhould enter into 
general reſolutions, declaratory of the neceliity of a parliamentary 
reform, his anſwer was, that he never would enter into general 
reſolutions until an amended mode of repreſentation could be 
agreed to; ſo that on Mr. Pitt's ground the honourable gentle- 
man has begun exactly at the wrong end. He wants to pledge 
us to the abſurdities of the aggregate committeg to vote the 
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conſtitution imperſect, before we have produced any plan for its 
amendment. 


Mr. FLoop.—I would not wiſh to interrupt the right honour- 
able gentleman, but I beg to be heard a few words in explanation 
of what I ſaid. I would be the laſt man in this Houſe who would 
miſrepreſent that right honourable gentleman or any other. I 
did ſay the King's Attorney General had ſent circular prohibitory 
letters to the high ſheriffs of the ſeveral counties: When I made 
that afſertion I thought it was a fact; but now the right honour- 
able gentleman hath perſonally denied it, I'am convinced it was 
not well grounded. Yet I muſt beg leave to ſay on what ground 
I made that aſſertion. I read the letter to the high ſherifts of the 
city of Dublin—lt was printed in the news-papers of this city, 
and copied into thoſe of the country. I ſaw an inſtance in the 
county of Kilkenny, in which I reſide. A requiſition for a 
county meeting, ſubſcribed by a number of reſpectable perſons, 
freebolders of that county, was put into the hands of the hi 
ſheriff, I ſaw it delivered, and he chearfully acquieiced. The 
next day, however, he declined it, excuſing himfelf on account 
of having read a letter of the Attorney General, that threatened 
a proſecution if he convened the freeholders, - I concluded it 
was a letter from the Attorney General, though now I find it muſt 
have been a copy (perhaps a printed one in a news- paper) of that 
ſent to the high ſheriffs of the city of Dublin; and hence I was 
induced to think ſuch letter was circular. This led me into the 
miſtake on which my aſſertion was grounded, and not any inten- 
tion to impute any thing wrong to the right honourable gentle- 
man. However, if he did not fend a circular letter, the one 
letter he ſent was made pretty general, and had the ſame effect. 


Sir BoyLe Rocue.—Sir, having often had the honour of 
troubling this Houſe, I confeis I never did ſo with ſo much reluc- 
tance as at the preſent moment, awed with the magnitude of the 
queſtion, and ſenſible how inadequate my poor abilities are to 
throw any new light upon it; yet baving from the beginning of 
the troubles given it as my opinion that the people of this country 
who had property to defend, the conſtitution to ſupport, and the 
religion of their anceſtors to protect, ſhould come forward and 
ſpeak out; it is upon that principle only, and for the ſake of 
conſiſtency, that I humbly preſume to take up a few moments of 
your time to explain myſelf upon this important queſtion. f 
On the 10th of November, 1783, this Houſe met for the diſ- 
patch of buſineſs, and on the 12th of the ſame November, the moſt 
extraordinary phanomenon appeared in this capital; it is com- 
monly called a congreſs; and [I'll take upon me to ſay there ne- 
ver was ſuch an exhibition before in any country that was then in 
peace with the King; it took upon it all the forms of legiſlative 

authority; and 1 heard ſome of its members declare, that it met 


DL BB AT HS. 31 


for the redreſs of grievances. No man is more ſenſible than I am 
pol the great merit of ſome diſtinguiſhed charaQters who mixt with 
that aſſembly, convinced as I am that they would not ſhew ſo bad 
an example, but from a ſuppolitipn that they would be able to 
moderate the meaſures of that aſſembly. But, Sir, they ſoon 
"XX found themſelves the dupes of their credulity, for they were pre- 
"IF fently huſtled into a current of popular madneſs, and carried 
over the falls with the reſt. Upon their proceeding to buſineſs 
there was a ſacred committee appointed; and if fame tells truth, 
che honourable member in my eye guided that committee; it was 
dere that parliamentary reform originated, and from thence the 
"XX honourable member brought it red hot into this Houſe on the 
point of a bayonet, and demanded the concurrence of this Houſe, 
He prefaced his motion by ſaying, there were 50,000 men to ſup- 
port it, and 50, ooo men more if neceſſary. In this manner it was 
that the Houſe was called upon by the honourable gentleman to 
ſurrender its own authority, and to fign its death warrant ; but, 
however, Sir, this Houſe had virtue enough to kick this air bal- 
loon from before it, and the manager has kept it in the air ever 
ſince for the amuſement of the public. Parliament, conſiſtent 
with its own honour and privileges, cannot receive any bill of te- 
form from the hands of the honourable gentleman [Mr. Flood}. 
It would be giving legitimacy to a baſtard that had its origin in an 
unlawful aſſembly, unknown to the conſtitution of this country. 
What will foreign nations think of us, when they hear that the par- 
liament of Ireland is inſulted by a mock repreſentation, the off- 
ſpring of faction, and origin of diſcontent. If ever this Houſe 
was called upon for particular exertions, it is at this moment of 
turbulence and licentiouſneſs, when the laws of the country are 
overleaped, and repreſentation, the deareſt right of the people, is 
trodden under foot. The friends of parliamentary reform have 
cauſe to regret that conſtitutional and legal means were not tried 
to obtain it. If the reformers had been honeſt enough to ſet up a 
land mark, and ſay, we mean to go thus far, and no farther, then 
the real friends of the people and the conftitution would, with 
heart and hand, join in cortecting any abuſes crept in by time up- 
on the conſtitution ; but it is evident that innovation was the ſub- 
ject of the reformers, having ſought it from their outſet by illegal 
means. I am, I confeſs, of opinion with a great lawgiver, who 
decreed that any man who moved for an innovation upon the con- 
ſtitution ſhould do it with a rope about his neck. It the novelty 
was agreed to by the ſenate, it paſſed into a law; if not, the 
mover was hanged. Some bogs this kind, at this time, would 
be uſeful in this country, to ſtop the Cataline faction from diſturb- 
ing the minds of people under the idea of public good. 
Nothing ſeems to me more extraordinary than the language I 
hear from tome gentlemen in this Houſe, concerning the ditturban- 
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ces thar prevailed in the capital during the laſt ſummer ſeaſon, I 
rather expected to find this Houſe unanimous in making the ſtrict- 
eſt enquiry into the authors of the diſturbances, in order to bring 
them to public juſtice, there to receive the puniſhments due to 
their crime, 

The language of encouragement is, in the preſent ſituation, of 
very dangerous tendency. If gentlemen had ſpent their ſummer 
in this city, I am confident they would be far from vindicating, in 
any degree, the on:rages that were committed againſt the Jaws and 
conſtitution of their country, until at laſt tumult and riot went ſo 
far as to be loſt in the higher crimes of treaſon and rebellion. In 
this ſituation was the capital of the kingdom from the riſing of par- 
liament until the time the right honourable the Attorney General, 
with that ſpirit and firmneſs becoming his character, ſtepped forth 
in ſupport of the laws of his country, which before ſeemed to- 
tally diſpenſed with. This, however, put a ſtop to the miſguided 
populace, and eſtabliſhed the peace of the city, for which great 
public ſervices the right honourable the Attorney General de- 
ſerves the thanks of the people of this country. As for the Con- 
greſs of the 25th of October, they were ſeen ſkulking through the 
itreets in the true ſtile of conſpirators, until they dived into their 
lock-up-houſe at William-ſtreet ; and there, like the witches in 
Macbeth, danced round the chaldron of ſedition, each throwing 
in their proportion of ſpells for the deſtruction of their country. 


Mr. Boyp.—At the time that thoſe aggregate meetings for re- 
turning delegates to a congreſs were afſembling, I had the honour 
to communicate with the Attorney General upon the ſubject, and 
] did then agree with him in what I am not now aſhamed to avow, 
that they were illegal,” When the ſheriffs of the city of 
Dublin had received a requiſition to hold one of thoſe meetings, 
my opinion was aſked upon the ſubjet—I told them, if they 
inſiſted on it, I would give my opinion, but at the ſame time ob- 
ſerved that they had better conſult ſomebody elſe, where, pro- 
bably, they might get an opinion more to their liking. 

Great pains have been taken to ſtain the reputation of the Attor- 
ney General, as if he, by ſuppreſling illegal aſſemblies, had 
ſhewn a diſpoſition to abridge the liberty of the ſubject. Sir, I 
was preſent in the court of King's Bench when the Attorney Ge- 
neral made uſe of theſe words, —** God forbid that I ſhould deny 
the right of the ſubject to petition the King or the Parliament when- 
ever he thinks proper; it is bis bithright, and God forbid I ſhould 
ever ſeeany man wicked or weak enough to attempt wreſting it from 
him.” Theſe words he repeated ſeveral times, and directed them 
not only to the court, but to the notice of every perſon who at- 
tended to hear the proceedings. Upon the whole of that buſineſs, 
I think the Attorney General has acted the part of an honeſt man 
and a good citizen. 


"_ 0 a 


JJ...“  t% WW. aw 9. a a. / Fo% ec AY . 0 A A A Ss © ty a ww  =a=y 


b Y Fas 8g 


** 


4 OO N 
r 
8 5 . © ay ; * 
« . 4 2 — U- ” 
BA * A hes . 3 FP 
r 2 * "1" 
.. 44 J wy . 4 A = N 4 C z * =; * 2 
- . * e * "x 
Co : 
3 


As 4 barriſter, and as one who loves the laws and conſtitution of 

my country, I do not wiſh to hear ſuch inſinuations as have been 
offered againſt the bench of judges. I have ever been accuſtomed 
co think the opinion of the judges of the land evidence of the com- 
mon law; and he who wiſhes to render the y_ of the judges 
"IF contemptible, wiſhes to do infinite miſchief, If any man ſup- 
poſcs the judges have erred in expounding the law, let that man 
RTE bring in a bill to explain the law. If any man ſuppoſes the Judges 
have acted corruptly, (and ſurely a man ſo devoid of honeſty and 
common ſenſe does not exiſt) let him impeach them for corruption, 
but let not the ſpotleſs honour of virtuous and upright men be 
XX whiſpered away in baſe inſinuation and equivocal inuendo. 
SE As to the amendment before the Houſe I cannot agree to it, be- 
cauſe it ſuppoſes ſeveral matters which we do not know to be 
RX fat, and becauſe it is out of order, and anticipates a ſubject 
which requires the utmoſt deliberation, 

Mr. Gzoxce PonsonBy.—l cannot agree to the amendment, 

= becauſe it has ever been my practice to ſpeak the language of 
truth, and I will not deviate from the rule, eſpecially in ſpeaking 
1 to my ſovereign. I believe that were I to ſpeak the words of 

3 the amendment, they would not be the words of truth, for there is 
7 little certainty that miniſters have decidedly declared in favour of 

what is called a reform—there is leſs that the people of Ireland 


8 wiſhed for one. That part of Ireland where I am beſt acquainted 
= hath declared poſitively againſt it—and there is ſtill lefs that ſuch 
a a ſcheme would be a great and neceſſary confirmation of our con- 
| ſtitution. But adi. wt it was the wiſh of the people of Ireland, 
the honourable member _ his plan in a very different manner 
8 from Mr. Pitt. That miniſter had the modeſty to move for a com- 
IF mittee to enquire into the ſtate of the parliamentary repreſentation 
ot Great Britain, thereby candidly, and with a due deference to 
parliament, confeſſing that he, of himſelf, was not equal to the 
buſineſs of refarming the Britiſh conſtitution. How different is 
he conduct of the honourable member, who, on the very ſecond 
ay of the ſeſſion, deſires to pledge the Houſe to what he has not 
et deigned to lay before them. 
4s to the ſo much talked of reform being a great and neceſſary 
confirmation of our conſtitution, I do not believe it ; I rather 
EF think it would be a great and unneceſſary innovation—As ſuch, 
and as I would always ſpeak the language of truth, I ſhall vote 
WE againſt the amendment. 

Right Hon, HeRcuLESs Lancrorkd ROWILIEY.— I am, Sir, 
as deſirous as any man to promote a reform of parliamentary re- 
= preſentation, becauſe I really think it neceſſary and very much 
= wanting, But yet I muſt vote againſt this amendment, as being 
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rather out of time, though I can well excuſe the zeal of the ho- 
nourable member who brought it forward. 


Mr. GrrrerTH.—! am as determined in my mind of the abſo- 


Jute neceſſity of a reform as any man in the kingdom. Yet I 
cannot agree with this amendment, becauſe, as it 18 introduced, 
it can anſwer no good purpoſe, and only be an — clog 


or embarraſſment on the addreſs. Befides, when the queſtion ot 4 70 
reform comes before 80 I wiſh it may be boldly introduced, and 


not brought on by a fi 
conſequence. 


e wind, for which mode it is of too much 


Mr. HaxTi.ey,—For my part, Sir, I always prefer ſubſtances 
to forms, and therefore ſhall vote for the amendment, though I 


do not think it altogether in time and order. 


Major Doy Le.—The ſubject of a parliamentary reform is very RT: 
improperly introduced. I wiſh a time had been fixed for its de- 
ciſion, and doubt not then to prove that though ſuch a thing ä 
might be uſeful in Great Britain, in Ireland, which is very diffe- E 
rently circumſtanced, it would be highly injurious. In Great 


Britain ſeven-eighths of the people are of the eſtabliſhed religion: 
they might be fairly called the nation, and their opinion receiv- 
ed as the public voice z but here only one-third of the people 


are of the. eſtabliſhed religion; of this one-third, not a quarter Y * 
are Wo 17 by law, of voting oa the queſtion z of this quarter 


at leaſt half are againſt innovation. How then can it be ſaid that 
ſuch a thing was the deſire of the people of Ireland? 


Mr. Mot ynev x.—Neceffary as I find it to confeſs that the ver; 
pointed remarks made by the right honourable member [Attorney 


General] upon the gentlemen who compoſed the aggregate meeting, 
have not afforded me that fund of entertainment which they ſeem 

to have done to many gentlemen of this Houſe. I ſhould be ſorry 

at the ſame time it ſhould be imagined that it was owing to any 
envy of the powers of ridicule, or the ridiculous powers that 
right honourable gentleman ſo fully pofſefſes. Its effect is totallx 
deadened with reipect to myſelf, by feeling it a literal repetition 
of the ſpeech made officially by that ſame gentleman in the Court 
of King's Bench, when the queſtion of attachment was before it. 


J cannot help congratulating that right honourable gentleman 


upon the tenaciouinels of his memory, as I do not think he bas | A 


miſſed a lingle letter. Proud as the genileman may be of his ex- 
hibition, he will at leaſt be ſingular in that opinion, for I am 
convinced there is no rational man who has conſidered the fooliſh 
and puetile remarks that have fallen from him upon that ſubject, 
but will agree with me that it muſt have diſgraced that court f 
juſtice in which they were firſt uttered, this houſe in which they WM 
have been ſo emphatically repeated, the office which the right 
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— 
Faoncurable gentleman holds, and the adminiſtration with which 
de is connected. Good God, was one of the wiſe and experienced 
F Predeceſſors of that gentleman to riſe from the dead, and to ob- 
4 rwe how that reſpectable office is now filled, his indignation 
ould ſubſide from no other motive, but the compaſſion that 
'S. Would be excited in his breaſt for the fate of his country ſo di- 
1 eged and fo governed. With reſpect to the queſtion of attach- 
ch ent, had the right honourable gentleman made any defence that 
l 1 equired abilities to anſwer, I ſhould have left it to abler hands. 
hat has been that right honourable gentleman's argument; he 
bes as declared, that any officer of the Crown who, in his official 
I 8 6 apacity, promoted inſurreQion and rebellion, was attachable.— 
who doubts it? The gentleman lays down premiſes and draws 
751 5 oncluſions, but the premiſes are not founded, and exiſt only in 
2 bis imagination, I cannot, before I fit down, help making a re- 
ng nvark upon an aſſertion, big with miſchief and ruin to this country, 
ro. MF hich has fallen from an honourable gentleman juſt under me, 
at ho has of late been a great panegyriſt of the firſt law-officer of 
* he Crown that it did not fignify what the laws were, provided 
= hbhey were underſtood— What would be the conſequence of ſuch 
ple = dottrine? That this country might as well be governed by the 


aecciſion of a judge, as by the law of its parliament ; a beneficial 
r injurious law would equally affect the ſubject; we ſhould b 
nat bis means have very little buſineſs. indeed to fit here. With 
eſpect to the amendment made by the right honourable gentle- 
an on the floor, which includes the reform, I can neither con- 
aer it as unneceſſary or diſreſpeQful : His holding a language 
ey Ho our Sovereign, which the prime Miniſter muſt have often held 
ug. him. Can any man be ſo incredulous as to doubt what the 
FF nciments of the prime Miniſter are upon that ſubject? Has he 
ty ot declared it publickly in the Parliament of England? Has he 
et given it under his hand to a moſt reſpeQable character? 
hat here can be poſſibly no doubt, the oppoſition that is given it 
lly n flow from nothing but the perverſeneſs of adminiſtration. 
_—_ RE Ur. BzownLow,—l declare myſelf an anxious friend to a 
arliamentary reform, and I firmly believe the wiſhes of the peo 
ee ate for a parliamentary reform; but the amendment does not 


nan . — . . . 
bas trike me as tending in any manner to the attainment of that 
ex- . object. For my part I wiſh it had not been mentioned 'till we 


ad got a ground-work from England, It requires great conſi- 
SP -ration, and I ſhould rather wait to ſee what will be the effect 
We! Mr. Pitt's meaſure in England. I would ſubmit to my ho- 


_ ourable friend whether it would not be better to withdraw his 
hey otion. However, if he perfiſts in it, I ſhall certainly vote with 
. 11M, ; Ho, 

ight : 
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Mr. FLOoOp.—I ſhall certainly perſiſt in this motion; and 1 
contend that if it is poſtponed, as ſome gentlemen wiſh, until Mr, Wh 
Pitt brings his bill of reform into the Engliſh houſe, it will be 
two months hence, when our money bills will be paſſed, and the 
longer fitting of the Houſe doubtful, I am a friend to the reform 
in both kingdoms, for which reaſon I wiſh to ſtrengthen the bands ü 
of Mr. Pitt, that he may be authorized to ſay in the Britiſh Houſe on 
of Commons, The people of England moſtly wiſh a reform, ſc 
* Scotland is unanimous, and the people and parliament of Ire- ou 
<< land declare in its favour.”. = 


Right Hon. Grof OLE. ! have received the inſtructions an 
of my conſtituents to vote for a parliamentary reform; and as | eu 
ſhall always conſider their inſtructions as the rule of my conduct. 
1 ſhall vote for the amendment. I voted for it laſt year, and ſhall e 
now, though I really do not think the preſent time favourable to 
the bringing forward ſo important a — | | 


Mr. GopP RET Green.—lIn the laſt ſeſſion I oppoſed the ho- 8 wy 
nourable gentleman when he came forward with a parliamentary 1 
reform ſupported by all the authority of the military convention 
of the volunteers; and I ſhall now oppoſe every the of a par- 
lian entary reform brought forward by the authority of an aſſembl; 
of delegates, or any other body, not known to the conſtitution. Wl 
1 as an idea of an ariſtocracy is eſteemed, a democracy 

s much more injurious and dangerous, As I have ſpoke of the 
aſſembly of delegates, I will now ſay one word as to the appoint- 
ment of them for a county where I have ſome property, and 
where the honourable gentleman who made the motion had taken & 
2 very active part in procuring that appointment. He firſt applied Wo! 
to the ſheriff, who had ſome objection to calling the county, and A 
he afterwards brought him a requiſition, ſigned by eight-and-twenty, A ; 
of which only twelve were gentlemen of any conſequence ; of 
the remainder, five were the honourable gentleman's blackſmith 8 
and his four ſons, and the reſt forty-ſhiling freeholders. And 8 
are ſuch as theſe to be called fit perſons to ſend delegates to any 
aſſembly, when four hundred of the moſt reſpectable men in the 
| _ objected to the appointment of any delegates ?—1, there 
fore, hope the Houſe, whenſoever any thing ſhall come forward 
from ſuch an aſſembly, will treat it as it deſerves. 9 


"5 


Mr. Coxxy. —I am ſorry I cannot ſupport the i- _ 
tion, of my honourable friend, which 1 40S [ —4 is 
brought in at a very improper time, and in a very improper man- 
ner; and if I could at any time vote againſt any thing which 
ſeemed to militate againſt the idea of the people for a parliamen- i 
tary reform, | ſhould now vote againſt it. I beg the honourable 
gentleman to con dei that if this Houfe's adoption of the prin- 
ciple cf a parliamentary reform would give any ſtrength o Mr 


Mr, 2 4 itt, what would their refuſal produce ?—I, however, think it 


be feceſſary to declare, that I have lately accepted of the office of 
the delegate, to confer with other delegates with regard to a par- 
Im amentary reform. I accepted the delegation from a portion of 
nds e kingdom which is eminently deſirous of that object, in com- 
uſe on with, as I believe, the reſt of the kingdom. I think it ne- 
rm, eſſary for me to ſay this much in my place, that if the right ho- 
Ire- ourable ſervant of government ſhould think proper to proceed 
I aeainſt me by attachment, he will find in me a perſon ready to 
* and As in the vindication of the rights and liberties of my 
18 19 duntry. F 
1G, Mr. Sexjeant FirzocrraLD,—Whenever the honourable 


hall entleman ſhall think proper to act in ſuch a manner, by any 
riminality, as to render it neceſſary for the law-ſervants of the 
ron to take notice of him, he will find they will not ſhrink 
From their duty. » | | 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Flood's amendment, which 
aſſed in the negative without a diviſion 3 and the firſt paragraph 
as carried in the affirmative, 


The ſecond paragraph being read, 
Right Hon. WiLLiam BrowNnLow objected to the words 


a 

11 nconſtitutional proceedings, which he wiſhed might be either altered 

int r explained, as at preſent they wanted preciſion, and he knew 

and ot to what they alluded, 7 

ken Mr. Knox.—They allude to the proceedings of the aggregate 

lied ommittee, and the meetings in conſequence. - 

ha a 9 Mr. FLoop.—If they mean only the aggregate committee, the 
7 Fords ſhould be confined to that meeting only. I am not con- 

ic rned to defend that meeting, or the characters who compoſed it. 

and am acquainted with none of them, and they may have been 

any ilty of indiſcretion; but with reſpect to the other meetings of 
* ee kingdom, I am ready to vindicate them as conſtitutional, and 


defend them at all times. I entreat the Houſe to expunge the 
FP ords, as they unjuſtly ſtigmatize the whole nation, as they de- 
me her character to the ſovereign, and villify her in the eyes of 
orope. I pray and beſeech they may be altered and expunged. 


call upon gentlemen to name the proceedings which were ſo 
unconſtitutional. 


Mr. SERJEANT Joun Torr —As to the illegal meetings 
and unconſtitutional attacks, they were matters of ſuch notoriety 
that it would be a reproach to parliament if they were not to be 
eprehended at the earlieſt moment of the ſeſſion. 

I have been aſtoniſhed at the patience of the Houſe, to have 
emained ſo long unmoved when even ſome of its members have 
avowed their participating in = proceedings of a congreſs that 

2 
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preſumed to uſurp the authority of parliament, to call themſelve; 7} 
the repreſentatives of the people, and to queſtion the right of you! 3 
exiſtence. 256 A 
For my part I will not hold a ſeat in parliament upon ſo equi. 
vocal a tenure; but I truſt we ſhall vindicate, not abdicate, th: ü 
authority with which we are entruſted by the laws and the conſti. 
tution. It was an unfounded preſumption to aſſert that eve, 
part of Ireland had ſent members to this mock parliament. Fron ⁵ 
| ſome places a few ſmuggled meetings have ſent them. The pro- 
vince of Munſter has not ſent one; and the county with Which! 
am moſt intimately connected, however zealous many gentlemen 
there might be on the ſubject of reform, bad relied upon the e- 
ertion of their repreſentatives to forward their wiſhes through the 
medium of parliameat, without violating the conſtitution ; and 
had diſcoutenanced the meaſure of a congreſs. 9 
Vet this is the body that preſumes to call itſelf the repreſenta 
tion of the people, to afſume the forms and authority of parlia- ul 
ment, and to fit under the noſe of the Houſe. It is time to ſpeat 
out; it is my habit in private life, and I will obſerve it in public 4 
I am ready to acknowledge that this body is at preſent too 
contemptible to call upon the vengeance of parliament, but | 
would not familiarize the people to an opinion that it is to be 
paſſed over in ſilence, and I would reſcue this country from the oF 
danger of being degraded from the high fituation which it lately 
gained amongſt the nations of the world. 3 
Let any man aſk himſelf whether ſuch. attempts have not inn 
jured domeſtic confidence, and deſtroyed our foreign credit, 1 
which was found too weak to prevent the fall of one of our banks r 
that wy lately been conſidered as one of the beſt eſtabliſhed in the if 
world. x 
Is this a time then to liſten patiently to any individual of this i 
Houfe who avows himſelf a member of this mock parliament, nl 
and calls upon the vengeance of the Miniſter to be levelled at hin 
as a popular martyr ? - 
For my part, howeyer great my regards for the individual, and 8 
however painful the taſk may be, I do pledge myſelf to this 
Houſe, that whenever the occaſion ſhall r:quire it, I will move 


5 
* 
* 
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* 

. 
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for a parliamentary cenſure, proportioned to the offence, againſt 1 
any man who ſhall avow himſelf to have participated in any at W 
derogatory to the honour of parliament, and derogatory to its i 
privileges, 5 | vx 
Right Honourable Dexx1s Dar y,—Gentlemen have been 
called upon to mention unconſtitutional proceedings; ſome have i 
been already ſtated : I will mention others which happened in the 
county I have the honour to repreſent, but confined to a few % 
perfons ol little ſignificance ; for if they had been approved b. 
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— majority I ſhould be aſhamed to be their repreſentative. Some 
bons in that county pledged their lives and fortunes to ſupport 
Whatever ſhould be approved by a congreſs which was not in ex- 
nce. Can any man defend this? Can any thng be imagined 
illegal or unconſtitutional ? From all the proceedings which 
pened in the courſe of laſt ſummer, I am convinced a deſign 
been formed to plunge the nation into licentiouſneſs, turbu- 
ce and anarchy. I aſſert that there are not wanting incendia- 
. foreign and domeſtic, for this purpoſe, and that their deſigns 
I ould have been effected, and the country plunged into confu- 
n, and deluged with blood, if at length the property of the 
"Mnodom had not united to reſiſt them. Theſe violences have 
en carried on under the ſpecious pretext of reformation, Such 
principle J allow to be laudable, and I know that many charac- 
of the higheſt reputation, of the greateſt property, and of 
moſt diſtinguiſhed integrity, are zealous in that cauſe. Under 
e ſhade of theſe characters, thoſe of the obſcureſt ſtations and 
Worſt deſigns have ſprung up in action, thoſe whoſe very names 
uld not be read without laughter; men who were beneath no- 
. e *till they forced themſelves into obſervation by becoming a 
ic. blic nuiſance. I acknowledge there are many errors and many 
perfections in the conſtitution z but I think no reform of par- 
ment can compenſate for the continuance of ſuch diſgrace as 
deen brought on the nation during the laſt ſummer, for the 
s ot its reputation, and the ruin of its credit. The preſent 
Mme is a time of peace, and ſhould be uſed to ſecure the nation 
ainſt the dangers of a future war. Let me aſk gentlemen if the 
mults of laſt ſummer, when attempts were made to revive reli- 
dus conteſts, had been aided by attacks on the empire from 
road, what would have been the fatal conſequence ? And what 
puld be the conſequence ſtill if a new war were to break out be- 
e tranquillity is completely reſtored and entirely ſecured ? I beg 
Houſe to remember that in conſequence of religious diſſentions 
s kingdom has twice reſorted to Great Britain 2 defence and 
vation. We ſhould take care how we are forced to appeal to 
W alliſtance a third time, after ſhe has been ſtripped of a great 
c of the power with which ſhe once protected us. I beg leave 
Is 8 addreſs myſelf to the northern members, whom I muſt com- 
end for the purity of their intentions and patriotiſm, and I warn 
em of the danger of giving their countenance to ſuch proceeds 
es. What now are the peculiar public exigencies? I exhort 
em to re-eſtabliſh the authority of the legiſlature in its full vi- 
ur; to diſcountenance and put an end to all illegal meetings, 
hich hive a tendency to joſtle and beard the parliament z and 
, = lettle the public tranquillity on the firmeſt baſis. When theſe 
ect points are compleated, I have the utmoſt confidence in the 
tue of the preſent parliament, that they will fairly apply them- 


— 
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ſelves to every work which can advance the conſtitution, and pro- WW. 
mote the proſperity of the nation; and prove themſelves the re 
preſentatives of the people. . 


Mr. Coxxy roſe, and again avowed, in a tone of the utmoſt ̃ 
firmneſs, the expreſſions he had uſed reſpecting his accepting a feat ee 
in congreſs. And ſaid, that if any attempt ſhould be made again. e. 
any man for ſuch a ſtep, he was ready to ſtand out as the vidim o 
of adminiſtration, if they ſhould dare to make ſo unconſtitutional ũ . 
and illegal an attempt. Y 

Mr. Knox faid, that in the words, unconſtitutional proceedings, MF th 
he meant to include congreſs, which he thought Mr. Brownlow 
would approve, as he had declined accepting a feat in that aſſen- . 
bly. 


Mr. Bxzown1,ow faid, it did not follow that congreſs was ille- 8 ; 
gal, becauſe he had, from particular reaſons of his own, refuſed IRS kr 
to act in tt. di 


Right Honourable Hexxy GAATTAN.—I will not give th 

rt of the addreſs a ſilent vote: we are called upon to defend the Wit 
authority of parliament, and the majeſty of the people, the fil iv fu 
againſt encroachment, the latter againſt miſrepreſentation. I ap- 
prove of this part of the addreſs, tam it directly ſtrikes at the neo 
violent and unconſtitutional meaſures which have diſgraced this 
country ſince the laſt ſeſſion. One would naturally enquire the 
great call or neceſſity for all thoſe extraordinary proceedings. One 
would ſuppoſe ſome great and fundamental gas 6 of the con-. 
ſtitution violated, that the principles of the revolution were in 
vaded, that the petition of right had been infringed, that the grea al 
charter itſelf had been broken, or that the principles of the Irib 
revolution of 1782 had been invaded ; that the Parliament « 
Great Britain bad attempted to make laws for us, that the judice- - 
ture of the Iriſh Lords had been encroached upon, that the pow iſ 
of the council had been revived, or that an army had been perpe- 
tuated upon us without conſent of parliament. One would no: 
have imagined, what is the fact, that this country is in the full, . 
free and uninterrupted poſſeſſion of the benefits of two revolu . 
tions, the Engliſh and $i Iriſh z of the fruits of every exertion of e 
both nations; chat ſhe is more free than ever ſhe was before 1782, RE” 
and as free as England at any period. | hk 
. Notwithſtanding this we have ſeen a declaration that the Pa- 
liament of Ireland is incompetent. When? When it became in- 
dependent. We have ſeen another declaration that it is an into- 
lerable grievance, when it became free. We have alſo ſeen a» 
engagement to ſupport, with life and fortune, whatever plan 2 
body, called a National Congreſs, might chooſe to adopt. Di 
theſe men know that a pledge of lite and fortune, to ſupport tir Wi 
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be. to ſupport it? That they had obtained a high character, for that 
exertion, and that they were treading upon the memory of their 
oven merit, as well as the laws of their country, when they thus 


| . 
191 A ther z they had petitioned the King to diſſolve the Parliament, and 
low to call another, not according to the laws, but according to that 


plan which a congreſs ſhould frame. What! that his Majeſty 
ſbould break the charter of the land by his own prerogative ! 
„They had adviſed him to do more than James the ſecond did, 
lle 4 90 Ewhen he abdicated the crown of both countries. Did thoſe men 
uſed know that they were petitioning the King to exerciſe more than a 
= diſpenſing authority ? that if the King had followed their advice 
this he might have loſt his crown, and they might have loft their heads 
| the if they had attempted to ſupport him in following their criminal 
K 8 
fit ſuggeſtions? But I do theſe men the juſtice to ſuppoſe that they 
ap- were not aware of the nature of their deliberations, that they had 
t the 1 00 much principle to do what they had folly enough to publiſh ; 
this chat they were reſorting to high-ſounding declarations without 
e the any meaning whatever. Pity that a noble ſpirit ſhould ſo dege- 
One nerate and expole itſelf; that men ſhould become too fond of an 
con. Wo ver-weening interference; and deviating from the ſpirit of free- 
in. dom, ſhould inſenſibly contract the luſt of power, and ſhould call 
gre pon the ſovereign to commit the exceſſes of deſpotiſm, whilft 


em- 


ih hey thought they were only committing the exceſſes of liberty. 
it d would now wiſh to draw the attention of the Houſe to the 
dice P larming meaſure of drilling the loweſt claſſes of the populace, by 
owe ll hich a ſtain had been put on the character of the Volunteers, 


erpe- ll he old, the original Volunteers had become reſpectable, becauſe 
1 no: hey repreſented the property of the nation : but attempts had 
full, Peen made to arm the poverty of the kingdom. They had ori- 
-olu- zinally been the armed property of Ireland. Were they to be- 
on d Dome the armed beggary ! Will any man defend this? Theſe 
veaſures I lament and condemn, becauſe they have been called 
WK the meaſures of the people of lreland but the people have not 
par- en guilty, and are incapable of being guilty of ſuch vanities. 
ne i The nation has been ſolicited to riſe, but ſhe ſtands unſhaken and 
into. unſeduced, and it is an additional charge againſt thoſe proceedings, 
.n al — they aſſume the name of the people, wirhout their authority. 
lan 2 hen men ſay the majority of the people, they mean conſtitu- 
Di onally chat they are the origin of power ; but the populace differ 
_ much, and ſhould be clearly diſtinguiibed from the people. 
muſt condemy the appeal made to every claſs of the people with 
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out diſtinction, and the injury done to the conſtitutional electoes 
of Ireland; for an attempt bath been made to bind the majeſty of 3 i 


the people, and ſacrifice her as a victim to the rage of the popu- 

lace. An appeal to the latent and ſummary powers of the people 
ſhould be reſerved for extraordinary exigencies ; but the rejection 
of a popular bill was no juſt cauſe for their exertion z they ſhould 
be preſerved ſacred in the ſtorehouſe of the people, and huſbanded 


for great occaſions. They ſhould not vulgarize popular exertions. 
I moſt ſincerely lament the injuries which were done to the popu- 
lar cauſe, as of a more laſting nature than thoſe committed againſt 
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the ſtate. Government ſoon recovers from the alarm, and is comj- 


nſated by increaſing its advocates, Then, when we ſee any : 
— of his Majeſty's ſubjects denying the powers of pat. 
liament, pledging themſelves to unknown plans of a body unknown 
to the conſtitution, they then, I ſay, forget the object of re- 


form, tremble for their exiſtence, and ſeek for ſhelter under the > N 


throne; but the people have no compenſation. Who will reſtore 9 
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to their country her union, her tranquillity, and her credit? 
What compenſation can be made for the capital which has been 


drained, for the manufacturers which have been deterred, and the 
character of the nation which has been ſunk? We have ſeen the 3 
great inſtruments of popular power, the popular reſources of the 3 
country waſted in idleneſs; the majeſty of the people become a 
pageant, her thunder the play-thing of petty ſhew and public 3 
mummery, and the ſacred language of grievance aſſumed by the 
cant of lunacy, hypocriſy and ſedition. In regard to the nati- 
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'onal congreſs, it bas been declared by ſome law authorities in this 
houſe, illegal, This I will fay of it, that I do not think eſtabliſh- 
ments of that kind reconcileable to a Houſe of Commons. Two · ñ9 ] 
ſets of repreſentatives, one de jure, and another ſuppoſing itſelf a 
repreſentative de fas, cannot well co-exiſt, I condemn this 


meeting, and all other exceſſes, becauſe they prejudice the re- YH 


form cf parliament, at the ſame time that they inſult its authority. i 


They give the buſineſs of reform the caſt and de of inno- 


vation or violence. The enemies of reform inſiſt that it is an in- 


novaticn, and that the people are too much inflamed to exerciſe © 
with diſcretion an acceftion of power. I am a friend to the prin- 
ciple of retcrm, r both their poſitions, and lament that 

owever few, ſhould give a pretence to 


any deſcription of men, 


tach an argument. I dare fay ſome of theſe men whoſe mex- 
ſares I condemn may mean well; I am ſure they cannot mean all 
that their petitions and declarations proclaim. I think it fair and 


friendly to expoſtulate with them, by aſſuring them that they have 1 


been guilty of the wildeſt indiſcretions, that they have gone 


much too far, and if they go on they will overturn the laws of 


their country. 
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The queſtion being put on agreeing to the ſecond paragraph, it 


vas carried in the affirmative without a diviſion ; as were alſo the 
remaining paragraphs and title, without oppoſition. 


The Honourable THomas Knox, reported from the commit- 


| tee appointed to draw up an addreſs to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 


tenant, the following addreſs : 


The humble AppREss of the KniGcuTs, CiT1zexs, and Bux- 


GESSES, in Parliament aſſembled, to his Grace CuARLESs, 
Dux of RuTLanD, Lox LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
and GENERAL Governor of IX ELAN. 


4 May it pleaſe your Grace, 

e WE, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in parliament aſſembled, approach your Grace 
with the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of affection to your perſon, and 
approbation of your government. 

<<. During a period of difficulty, which * the happieſt 
tempering of firmneſs with moderation, the ſucceſsful exerciſe of 
you perſonal and hereditary virtues has confirmed the pleaſing 

ope we early conceived of your adminiſtration, and excites our 
<= ab wiſhes for its long continuance. 

* Thoſe acts of outrage which for a time diſgraced the metro- 
polis, raiſe in us the utmoſt abhorrence ; nor have the attempts 
which have been directed againſt the conſtitution excited in us leſs 
indignation. | 

** Your Grace's ſpirited diſapprobation of theſe exceſſes, and 
your manly efforts to controul them, merit our applauſe, and re- 
ceive our warmeſt acknowledgments. 

„ Regard for the honour aad dignity of the Crown, and the 
intereſts of the nation, will diſpoſe us to model our ſupplies fo 
as may evince our loyalty to our fovereign, and our attention to 
the happineis of his people. 

From the gracious manner in which his Majeſty has conde- 
ſcended to recommend a final ſettlement of trade and commerce 
between Great Britain and Ireland, we have ample reaſon to be 
convinced of the good effects of your Graces repreſentations, and 
the weight of your interpoſition; in particular we acknowledge 
your Grace's wiſdom, which, diſdaining the uſe of temporary 
expedients, has adopted the nobler work of a complete and final 
ſettlement. | 

Me ſhall eagerly purſue the wiſe principles which your Grace 
has pointed out tor this arrangement, and endeavour to form a 
ſyſtem on ſuch a baſis as may ſecure its permanence. 

We humbly thank your Grace for directing our attention to 
the improvement of Fan the extenſion of out manufac- 


3 and the particular encouragement of the fiſheries on our 
coaſts. 


* _ — 


= 


44 PARLIAMENTARY 


ce Tt is the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of his Majeſty's parental ſolici- 
tude for the happineſs of all his people, that he has direQed us 
to unite our liberal protection of particular inſtitutions, with a 
more univerſal cultivation of good education: to the ſtrong in- 
citements of our own feelings, we have the addittonal encourage- 


ment of your Grace's aſſiſtance, and the aſſurance of his Majeſty's 


PE” a 1 
We ſhould be inſenſible to your Grace's exertions for the 
tranquillity and proſperity of the kingdom, if we were to remit 
our endeavours for the eſtabliſhment of ſalutary proviſions, which, 
by regulating the police, giving vigour to the laws, and re- 
prefling licentiouſneſs, will at the fame time inculcate the vir- 
—ç of conſtitutional obedience, and give protection to honeſt in- 
uſtry. 
We ſhall ever hold ſacred the true principles of our conſti- 
tution in church and ſtate z we will ftrenuouſly reſiſt every at- 
tempt to lower the dignity of the legiſlature, or invade its autho- 


rity ; and we will cultivate, with unremitting ardour, the cloſeſt 
union with our fiſter kingdom.“ | 


The queſtion was then put, and the addreſs was carried without 
a diviſion. : 


_ Y \ on 4 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 1785. 


The Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Ox DE informed the 
Houſe, that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant having been waited 
upon, to know when he will be attended by the Houſe with the 
addreſſes to his Majeſty and to his Grace, hath been pleaſed to 
appoint this day at halt an hour after three. | 


And then the Houſe adjourned for half an hour. 


The Syeaken reported that the Houſe had attended his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant with the addreſs of the Houſe to his Majel- 
15 and that his Grace was pleaſed to return the anſwer fol- 

wing: 


« ] will immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addteſs to 
be laid before his Majeſty.” 


The SPEAKER reported alſo that he had cefonred the addteſ⸗ 
of thinks to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant fr his moſt excellent 


ſpeech to both Houſes of Parliament; and that his Grace was 
pleaſed to retura the anſwer following : 


* I return you my cordial thanks for this addreſs, and am hap- 
py to find the conduct of my adminiſtration ſo honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed by your approbation. The wiſdom of your councils, di- 
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7 thing the welfare and happineſs of the people of 
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rected by your zealous attachment to the true intereſts of this 


Country, will ever be a ſure guide to me in my anxious wifhes and 


trenuous exertions to ſecure the tranquillity, and N in every 
eland.” 


The SpEARER reported, that he had, communicated by letter 
to Sir Edward 3 and Commodore King, the reſolutions 
of this Houſe of the zoth of October, 1783, to which reſolutions 
he had received the following anſwers: 


Sultan, in Madras Read, 5th June, 1784. 
% Right Honourable Sts, 


© had the honour to receive yeſterday, by the India Com- 
pany's ſhip Ponſborne, your very obliging letter of the firſt of No- 
vember laſt year, incloſing a vote of thanks to me from the honour- 
able Houſe of Commons of Ireland, for the important ſervices 
performed by the ſquadron under my command in the Eaſt Indies 
on the 17th of February and 12th of April 1782. 

J eſteem myſelf greatly obliged to you, right honourable 
Sir, for the very polite manner in which you have been pleaſed to 
communicate this mark of the approbation of my fellow-ſubjeQs z 
and earneſtly requeſt you will do me the further kindneſs to aſſure 
the honourable House of Commons of Ireland, that their appro- 
bation of my conduct in the ſervice of my king and country, gives 
me the trueſt pleaſure; and that I will in all things, and on every 
occaſion, ſtudy and exert myſelf to deſerve the high honor of the 
public approbation of that honourable Houſe. 


I remain, with great regard and reſpect, 
right honourable Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 


"EDWARD HUGHES.” 


The Right Honourable Edmund Sexten Pery, 
Speaker of the honourable Houſe of 
Commens of Ireland. 


SIR, Bath, 29th Nevember, 1784. | 


* I have received from the Eaſt Indies, the honour of your 
letter, encloſing the thanks of the Houle of Commons of Ireland, 
to me, the Captains, officers and ſeamen, for the important ſer- 
vices performed by his Majeſty's ſquadron in the Eaſt Indies, on 
the 17th of February and 12th of April, 1782. 

I ſhall ever reſpectfully regard ſuch public approbation of 
my endeavours to do my duty in the ſervice of my king and coun- 
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try ; and retain a proper ſenſe of the honour conferred on me, by 
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the thanks of the Houſe of Commons of Ireland. I am greatly 
obliged to you, Sit, for your polite manner of communicating 
thoſe thanks to me, and have the honour to be, with greac 
reſpect, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble ſervant, 


LK. REESE 
The Ri 4 Honorable Edmund Sexten Pery, 


Speaker of the Hoſe of Commons, 
Ireland. 


| Reſolved, on the motion of the Right Honourable rr Fos- 
TER, that the Houſe do on Monday morning next, take into con- 
ſideration his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech to both Houſes 
of Parliament. | 


Mr. Fos rex alſo moved, that the Houſe do, on next Tueſ- 
day ſe'nnight, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe 
to take into conſideration that part of his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's ſpeech, which relates to an adjuſtment of trade and com- 
merce between Great Britain and Ireland. 


Right Honourable Luxe Gaxpiner.—I think theſe are great 
objects, and of the firſt conſequence z but as, perhaps, ſome dif- 
ference of opinion may ariſe in the proſecution of this buſineſs, I 
wiſh the gentlemen in the confidence of 8 would as ſoon 
as poſſible, inform this Houſe what are the particular objects they 
mean to bring forward ; or what is the ſyſtem on which they in- 


tend to proceed in an affair of ſuch magnitude, that time may be 
had to conſider it. 


Right Honourable THOMAS ODE. A ſubjett of ſo great a 
nature 1s not to be taken up in a hurry, nor is it intended ſo to do; 
but as the adminiſtration of both kingdoms has, after the matureſt 
deliberation, agreed upon the outline, I ſhall, on the day menti- 
oned by my right honourable friend, ſtate the general ſyſtemof com- 
mercial adjuſtment between the two countries. 


Mr. Gzx1rr1TH.—As we are, I underſland, to have a receſs 
for ſome days, I entreat the right honourable Secretary to give 
us the outline of this adjuſtment now, that by turning it in our 


minds for ſome time, we may come the better prepared to meet it 
on that day. | 


Mr. HARTLEV.—I think we cannot be too ſoon informed of 


this buſineſs, nor have too much time given to conſider an adjuſt- 
ment which we are told is to be final, | 


* 
4 
5 
Y 4 s - 
"bY * 
„ 
1 
2.4 
= 
- 
Ls "4 
1 I 
GEES 
LES + "8 
* * 
* 1 
PR IJ 
Di 3 3 (£4 
4% * N 
— FLEETS 
F: 
g 8 
4 Wt * 
* n 
8 9 
# Id 54 
m 
8 ö by 
1 F 
12 
tec 
1 
© yz 
£ * 
iy LE. b. 
J 1 
* * by. i 
x 
9 WW” 
1 
* 
KW. 
=_ ( 
8 a 
_» 
+ F. 
* 0 2 
8 
3 %3 WP, 11 
* — 2 q 
1 4% 
N + » — 
0 8 % 
<3 
+ $08. | 
-« Wa 1 
5 
4 
* 15 
- 
TY 13 * 
1 
hs 
"3 
1 
% "3% 
+ 
_ 
me 7 
fs 
x 
©. 
_ 
* i [4 
A. 4 
7 
9 
4 ] 
wo 
2 
Ry” 
1 
e 
8 
WEE. 
—_— « 
1 
1 
is 
* 
be 1 
"RE 
5 f 
1 
* 
. | 
- * 
1 i 
2 
* 
4 
WM. 
v3 
1 
2 
-| A 
* * 
2 
1 
oF. 


» wt” 4 Fit, N * 3 - af a „ 
1 — 2 r . eos 8 * | * y 
* 4 ib ao Y 9 3s WES 898 0 22 . nen PTS A. "PLN 85-5 - Eg — 
n 3 SOON P T 
. * — r 
2 * of 


*” LS >» n— o 0 


F 


F. rr 47 


Right Honourable Jony HELIX HuTcninson,—l cannot help 
"ZE being ſurprized that gentlemen who are advocates for thoſe come 
XZ mercial regulations ſhould wiſh to precipitate the buſineſs, by 
bringing it forward before the gentlemen have time to arrive in 
tour from the country, as it is neceſſary ſo ſerious a matter ſhould 
.:Y be inveſtigated in the fulleſt houſe. 


J Ordered, on the motion of the Right Honourable WILLIAM 
XX Connvnconam, that a committee be appointed to conſider of the 
. = preſent ſtate of the fiſheries upon the coaſts of this kingdom, and 
in what manner they may be beſt improved and extended. 


x Ordered, that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the 
FX Clerk of the Crown to make out a new writ for electing a burgeſs 
do ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the borough of Newtown, 


in the county of Down, in the room of George Lowther, Eſq, 
Q * deceaſed. N 


1 Mr. MoLywNeux moved, . That the Crown Solicitor do lay 
"ZE before the Houſe the ſeveral proſecutions carried on at the expence 
of the Crown, the event of ſuch proſecutions, and ſpecifying the 

W ſum expended on each proſecution, from the iſtof November, 
1784, to the 10th of January, 1985.” 


Mr. GroxGe Ponsonay.—This motion is one of the moſt 
extraordinary ever made. I do not underſtand it. It is impoſſible 
for any man to underſtand it z and I imagine the mover does not 
e ler it himſelf, What does the honourable member mean by 
the ſolicitor laying proſecutions on the table? Is he to lay the 
malefactors there, or the proſecutors, or the judges, or the jurors? 
This motion is founded on extreme ignorance of public buſineſs. 
The gentleman hath moved for what is not only improper but 
impracticable; and I never heard of ſuch a motion in my life but 
once; that was a member moving that the ſecretary's ſpeech ſhould 
lie upon the table. 
"Z The Right Honourable the Ar TORNEY GENEIAI.— I am 
1 — aſhamed that any man who ever wore a bar-gown ſhould be 
= capable of offering ſuch groſs abſurdity and nonſenſe to the Speaker 
coc che Houſe of Commons. Every attorney's clerk knows that all 
proſecutions for treaſon, felony, Tiot, &c. are carried on at the 
luit of the Crown ; and does the honourable member mean that 
the Crown Solicitor ſhould lay upon the table an account of all the 
proſecutions that were carried on at all the aſſizes, quarter-ſeflions, 
and commiſſions of gaol delivery ſince the date mentioned? The 
thing is impoſſible. But ſetting aſide the abſurdity of the motion, 
Wo which no man of buſineſs, nor no man who is not of buſineſs, can 
uuderſtand, I ſuppoſe the honourable gentleman means to come at 
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the ſum of the expences incurred by the Crown in carrying.on pro- 
ſecutions. That cannot be cemplied with until the Solicitor re- 
ceives his bill of coſts; and his bill of coſts cannot be paid until 
examined and certified by the Lord Chancellor and two of the 
Judges z beſides, there are ſeveral perſons who have abſconded 
rom juftice, and I have directed the Crown Solicitor to pay rewards 
for apprehending them; now if theſe perſons were to know the 
danger of their ſituation, they would continue to hide, and fo juſ- 
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tice would be cluded altogether. Upon the whole, the motion is 9} 


to nonſenſical, abſurd and ridiculous, both in form and meaning, 
that I think it ought to be ſcouted out of the Houſe. 


Mr. Molyneux's motion paſſed in the negative by a great ma- 
jority 2 t 27 at” 
A number of public accounts were prefented, 


The petition of Thomas Teniſon, of Coalville, in the county 
of Roſcommon, Eſq; complaining of an undue election for the 
county of Leitrim, was preſented, and the merits ordered to be 
tried on the gth of February, "LOG 


| The conſideration of the Carrickfergus election was poſtponed 
from the 7th to the 14th of Februaty z and a petition of ſevetal 
electors of the ſaid place was received. 


Mr. Ax Nx ESsLE V moved, that Robert Joy and Henry Joy, jun. 
printers of the Belfaſt News-Letter, do attend the committee on 
the Catrickfergus election, and do bring with them the following 
papers and manuſcripts, viz. 

The Belfaſt News-Letters, publiſhed Tueſday the 5th of Auguſt, 
Tueſday the 14th of October, Friday the 5th of December, 
1783, Friday the zoth of January, Tueſday the zd of February, 
Tueſday the 10th of February, Friday the 13th of February, and 
Friday the 20th of February, 1784; and alſo the original manu- 
ſcripts of a publication therein printed, intitled ©* Conſtitution 
Club, Mr. William Martin, preſident, Robert Bell, ſecretary,” 
dated Liſburn, Auguſt zd, 1783; and alſo the original ma- 
nuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled ** Belfa{l Diviſion 
of the Conſtitution Club,” dated February 12th, 1784, ſigned 
John Henderſon;” allo the original manuſcript of a publica- 
tion therein printed, intitled “ Fraternity of Fiſhermen, F reemen 
of Carrickfergus, dated February the 12th, 1784. ſigned by or- 
der, William Craig ;** and alſo the original manuſcript of a pub- 
lication therein printed, intitled ** Belfaſt Diviſion of the Conſti- 
zutzon Club, February 12th, 1784, ſigned by order of the Club, 
John Henderſon ;** and alſo the original manuſcript of a publica- 
tion therein printed, intitled The Addreſs of the whole Body ot 
the Liſburn Conſtitution Club, conſiſting of one hundred and ſe- 
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9 3 venty-five Members, Doctor Alexander Crawford, preſident, ſign- 


ed by order, Robert Bell, ſecretary, February 9th, 17843” and 
alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, inti- 
 cled <* Conſtitution Club, Belfaſt, February 2d, 1784, Patrick 
Gaw, chairmanz” and alſo the original manuſcript of a publica- 
tion therein printed, intitled © At a numerous Meeting of the Pra- 
ternity of Fiſhermen at Carrickfergus, held at the houſe of Mr. 
| William Clarke, the 3 iſt of January, 1784, Mr. William Craig, 
in the chair, ſigned by order, William Craig;“ and alſo the ori - 
ginal manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled “ Bel- 
faſt, the iſt of December, 1783, at a full Meeting of the Inha- 
 bitants of Belfaſt, members of the Conſtitution Club, Mr. Wil- 
RE 11am Brown, in the chair,” and ſigned“ William Brown, chair- 
man ;“ and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein 
WE printed, intitled “ At a numerous — of the Conſticution 
lub, Liſburn, December the 3d, 1783, Mr. John Kinly, pre- 
dent, figned by order, Robert Bell, ſecretary.” | 


All which papers relate to the election for the county of the 
town of Carrickfergus. 


Mr. Gairrirn.—My regard for the liberty of the preſs is 
ſuch, that I muſt oppoſe that part of the motion that * ma- 
== yuſcriprs, They ought always to be kept ſacred. heir ſub- 
ſtance may be ſeen in the news-papers, We have already too 

much fettered and coerced the preſs, and ought not to make this 
| farther attack on it. | 
The motion was cartied. 


Mr. AxxesLEev then moved, that John Tiſdall, printer or 
editor of the Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, do attend 


the ſaid committee, and bring with him the following publicati- 
ons and manuſcripts, viz. 
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he Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, publiſhed on 
» Fr iday the 6th day of December, 1783, and alſo the original ma- 
nuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitledBelfaſt meet- 
ing,“ and ſigned“ William Brown, chairman;“ and alſo the 
b 2":ginal manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled, 
= Conſtitution Club, Liſburn, December 3, 1783,“ and ſigned 
= Robert Bell, ſecretary 3“ both ſaid papers relating to the late 
election for the county of the ſaid town." 
And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, pub- 
liſhed on Friday the 6th of January, 1784, and the original ma- 
nuicripts of two publications therein printed, and reſpectively 
ügned ©© William Brown, chairman z” and the original manu- 
icript of one other publication printed therein, and ſigned © Ro- 
bert Bell, ſecretary.” | | 
And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, of the 
Itkof January, 1784, and the original manuſcript of a publi- 
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cation therein printed, intitled “ At a meeting of the Belfaſt di- 
viſion of the Conſtitution Club,” and figned *©: William Brown, 
chairman.” a f 59 « | 

And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury, or Freeman's Chronicle, of the 
2d of February, 1784, and the original manuſcript of 'a publi- 
cation therein printed, intitled “ At a meeting of the Belfaſt di- 
viſion of the Conſtitution Club,“ and ſigned William Brown, 
chairman; and alſo. the original manufcript of a publication 
therein alſo printed, intitled At a numerous meeting of the 
fraternity of Fiſhermen of Carrickfergus,” and ſigned William 


_ Craig ;”* and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein 


alſo printed, intitled ** Belfaſt, February the ad, 1984,” and 
ſigned Patrick Gaw, chairman.” 

And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury of the 15th of February, 1784, 
and the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, and 
ſigned © William Craig, chairman 3” and the original manuſcript 


of one other publication therein alſo printed, ſigned © William 


Brown, chairman 3” and alſo the original manuſcript of a pub- 
lication therein printed, ſigned ** John Henderſon, chairman ;" 
and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication therein alſo 
printed, entitled Belfaſt Society ;“ and the original manuſcript 
of a _ publication therein ied, ſigned © Robert Bell, ſecre- 


And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury of the 19th of February, 1784, 


and the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, ſigned 
William Brown, chairman 3” and alſo the original manu- 


ſcript of a publication therein alſo printed, ſigned © Robert Bell, 
ſecretary ; and alſo the original manuſcript of a publication 
therein alſo printed, and ſigned William Craig.” 


And alſo the Belfaſt Mercury of the 5th of March, 1784, and 9 


the original manuſcript of a publication therein printed, intitled 
<* The Conſtitution Club,“ and ſigned“ Robert Bell, fecre- 
tary.“ 

All which papers relate to the election for the county of the 
town of Carrickfergus. 


This motion was alſo carried. 


The Houſe then ordered, that in all caſes of controverted 
elections for counties, cities or boroughs in this kingdom, now 
depending, the petitioners do, by themſelves or by their agents, 
within eight days from this day, deliver to the ſitting members or 
their agents, lifts of the perſons intended by the petitioners to be 
objected to who voted for the fitting member, giving in the ſaid 
liſts the ſeveral heads of objection, and diſtinguithing the ſame 


againſt the names of the voters objected to; and that the fitting 


members do, by themſelves or their agents, within four days aftet 
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aid time, deliver the like liſts on their parts to the petitioners 
or their agents. 


Ordered, that the public accounts, delivered in this day, be 


Ordered, on the motion of Mr. MoLyNevu x, that the proper 
officer do lay before this Houſe the number of regiments of horſe, 
dragoons, artillery and infantry at preſent in thts kingdom z and 
of what number of men the whole would conſiſt, ſuppoſing each 
regiment compleat. 


Mr. Gazp1Nex preſented a petition of the miniſter and church- 


1 1 wardens of the pariſh of St. Michael, Dublin, praying aid to re- 
3 * build their pariſh church. . - 


The Right Honourable JohN FosTzx moved that a commit- 
tee be appointed to enquire into the expenditure of 15,0001. 
voted in the laſt ſefon, to be paid in bounties on the ſale of cer- 
tain manufactures. 

A committee was accordingly appointed. 


Mr. FosTex then moved to bring in a bill to amend the act 
paſſed laſt ſeſſion for the regulation of the corn- trade. 
Leave was granted accordingly ; and Mr. Foſter and Mr. Bolton 


ordered to prepare the ſame, 


Mr. HaxTLEY.,—A right honourable gentleman has wiſhed a 
full houſe for the diſcuſſion of commercial buſineſs ; I ſincerely 
wilh ſo likewiſe, for which purpoſe I move, that there be a call of 
the Houſe for Monday ſe'nnight. Th 

Ordered accordingly, and that the Speaker cauſe a circular let- 


; ter for the purpoſe to be written to all the ſheriffs, to publiſh the 


ſame in their bailiwicks, 


Mr. Hou wes, after ſome obſervations on the great advantages 


* chat might accrue to the interior parts of the zingdom if the coals 
which were in ſuch abundance in the county of Leitrim could be 


Carried down the Shannon, moved, That a committee, conſiſt- 
ing of the members of all the counties through which the Shannon 
flowed, ſhould be appointed to enquire into the preſent ſtate of 
the Shannon navigation, and report thereon to the houſe.” 


A committee was accordingly nominated. 


Mr, Cox xv. As a final ſettlement is to be the reſult of the 
commercial adjuſtmencs that are to be propoſed to us, it muſt be 


the wiſh of every man that it be ſo done that the two kingdoms 
Vor. IV. | F 


4 
| 
| 


5 4 CH. 
may hereafter have no cauſe of diſſention on that head; therefore, 


move you hat the Speaker be directed to write circular letters 


and ſubmitted the premiles to the conſideration of the Houle. 
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that none may be ignorant of the importance of the ſubje&, I 7 


to every member of this houſe to attend herein on Tueſday 0 
ſe'nnight, as they tender the trade and commerce of this king- per 
dom.” ; | 78 1 | 
The CHaNncEeLLoOR of THE ExcuteqQUuer obſerved that ſo A 
unprecedented an intimation would have a moſt alarming aſpect, * | 
and give gentlemen an opinion that ſomething bad was intended. 


The SecRETARY OF STATE was of the ſame Opinion, 

On which Mr. Corry withdrew his motion. _ 
: — Houſe then adjourned to Monday the 3iſt of January 
inſtant. | i 


_ — — 


MonDay, JaNUART 31, 1785, 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. Wo 
A great number of public accounts were preſented, according 
to order, from the Commiſiioners of the Revenue, the Auditor 4 'H 
General's office, the Muſter-maſter-general's office, the Ordnance- 
office, and the Treaſury-office, 1 


Ordered, on the motion of the Honourable Joun BOURRE, that 
leave be given to bring in a bill to explain and amend the ſeveral Wi 
acts made in this kingdom to encourage the building of houſes, ai 
and making other improvements on church lands, and to prevent 
dilapidations ; and that Mr. Bourke and Mr. Godfrey Greene do 
prepare the ſame. 9 


The Houſe, according to order, proceeded to take into con- 
ſideration his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech to both Houſes 8 
of Parliament, and the ſpeech being read, . 

The CuaNcRTLLOROor THE Excuyequer moved that a ſuppliß 
be granted to his Majeſty: and it was reſolved that the Houſe do, K 
to-morrow morning, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe to take the motion into conſideration. 


The CuanceLLonr of Tut Exc preſented a peti- 
tion of the principal cotton manufacturers of Dublin, and the 
various parts of Ireland, ſetting forth that a continuance of the 
bounties granted laſt ſeiſion ot parliament for the encouragement 
of the cotton manufacture, is eſſentially neceſſary until ſuch time 
as the ſaid manufaRure ſhall be firmly and univerſally eſtabliſhed; 
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r. Hew'ir r preſented a petition from the cotton manufac- 
19 ers of Belfaſt for the ſame purpoſe 


Is Re: 2 . 
ay Both which petitions were referred to the committee on the 
eenditure of 15,0001. | 


re order for the call of the Houſe was adjourned to Monday, 
e 7th of February. a 
ct, _ | 
| : b Sir JouN PARNELI.—I am well convinced of the good in- 
Mntions of the preſent adminiſtration to do every thing for the 
"al intereſt of this kingdom, and therefore I ſhould deem myſelf 
hly criminal if 1 did not at ſuch a time enter into a buſineſs 
ry RE fo much importance to the trade of Ireland as what I 
' w ſhall move. I have not any thing partial in view, to fa- 
ur one place more than another; my object is the common 
bod, ans therefore I hope for the aſſiſtance of every gentleman. 
t the ſame time I mean to go no further than to matters of in- 
rn regulation, and therefore my bill will not interfere with 
e * of any other member. I humbly move That 
Wave be given to bring in a bill for the encouragement of the 
ns oollen manufacture.“ 
tor | The Cu AxcELLOXN of THE Ech ſeconded the motion, 
de- RE Mi. Gaxpinxen,—Sir, I intended to have brought the con- 
eeration of the woollen manufacture before the Houſe upon the 
nat oadeſt baſis, ſuch as would promiſe every relief that could be 
ral ted; and wiſh not to be precluded from it by any other mem- 
es. r. | therefore hope the honourable gentleman will lay before 
nt e Houſe at leaſt the outline of his bill, that gentlemen who have 
do een at ſome pains in relation to matters of trade, may be able 
Þ turn it in their minds. My intent was to eftabliſh ſome kind 
protecting duties, for the benefit of the woollen trade. 
N- FREE Sir Joux PaxxeLL.—I do not intend or wiſh to interfere 
ſes ich the right honourable gentleman's intention. I have already 
1 Pentioned that my bill went no farther than to internal regula- 
ly ons; which, though I wiſh particularly to benefit the Queen's 
do, ounty, yet I would extend to the whole kingdom in general. 


ole ne you point of regulation is the eſtabliſhment of pablic mar- 
eets for the ſale of the cloths. It is thoſe that have ſo greatly 
erved the linen branch, and 1 doubt not will be of equal advan- 
age to that of the woollen. In the progreſs of the bill, I ſhall 
de very glad of the aſſiſtance of the right honourable member, 
dr any gentleman in the Houſe, In the country where I am moſt 
ntereſted many thouſand pounds worth of woollens have been 


aade, and | believe that the benefit may be extended to the 
hole nation. 
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' Mr. GADI RER. —I have the woollen manufacture ſo much "39 
at heart, that I would gladly aſſiſt in any thing that can ſerve it, 


xy 

2 

= © 
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though it does not go ſo far as I may wiſh. For that end I hope 
the honourable gentleman will introduce a ſtaple, and eſtablih "ol 


oy, 


a proper number of wool ſtaplers, to fix the ſtandard and quality, 
Leave was given to bring in the bill; and Sir John Parnell and * . 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ordered to prepare the ſame. 1 | 


The SecxeETARY oF STATE,—l have in my hand a petition 
from ſeveral reſpectable citizens of Cork to this Houſe. I am 
free to own that i have received a letter, ſigned by three or four i 
_ in the city of Dublin, who have declared the very reverſe. 

ſuppole that they have a petition in the hands of ſome gentle 
man to bring out. I am not attached to any man, nor to any ai 
place, My only wiſh is the general benefit of the manufacture. RE"! 
My only deſire in receiving this petition is, that the witneſſes may 
be examined at the bar of the Houſe. I muſt not omit to ſtate 
that thoſe who have ſigned it declare, that had it not been for il at 
the quantity of German wire which happened to be in this king- Wi 
dom, they and their families muſt have periſhed. x 

He then preſented to the Houſe, a petition of the wo- 
kers of wire in the city of Cork, ſetting forth that ſince the WW" 
paſſing of the act in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, laying an addi- 
tional duty, nearly amounting to a total prohibition, on all foreign Wi 
wire imported into this kingdom, the trade of petitioners has been Wi 
totally deſtroyed, they not being able to purchaſe Dublin wire on 
at the extravagant price it now bears; and that German wire, ail 
ſuperior thereto, could be purchaſed on eaſier terms; and pray- 
ing the Houſe to repeal the ſaid act. 


1 

Mr. Ga DIN EI. —I have the very counter-petition, on the ot 
part of the wool-ſcribblers and manufacturers of this city, of ere 
which the right honourable gentleman ſpeaks. I hope, therefore, Y 


that the conſideration of both petitions may come on together. N 
He then preſented a petition of the maſters and journeymen Wn 
wool-ſcribblers of Dublin, ſetting forth that petitioners have 
conſtantly laboured under many difficulties for want of cards of 
proper quality for their work; and at different times have pre- 
vailed on the maſter clothiers to import Engliſh cards; that the 
vaſt diſparity between the cards of England and this country, Wi 


was from the ſuperior quality of Engliſh wire, Iriſh cards being | [ 
generally made of Flemiſh or German wire, owing to the cheap- A 
neſs of the latter, but which from its brittleneſs, quickly renders 
the cards unfit for uſe. That ſince the eſtabliſhment of the wire oy 
manufacture in this kingdom, petitioners have cards of its produce | 
equal to any made in cr imported from England; and praying or 


the Houſe to continue its ptotettion to the {aid manufactute. 
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mme petitions were ordered to lie on the table for the peruſal 

ef the members. 

VN 1M Mr. FoxBes moved, That the proper officer lay before the 

1:4 Bouſe an account of all additional ſalaries, penſions and anrual 
1 Payments, of what nature ſoever, which have been made on 

eccount of the civil liſt, ſince November, 1778, to the preſent 

me, diſtinguiſhing the particular ſum, and the particular time 

ie fame took place. 

ne ö made a ſimilar motion with regard to the military eſt a- 

limment. 


Mr. Szcxxrary ODE. — On a former day I gave notice 
at I would, as of to-morrow, bring forward the final commer- 
aal adjuſtment between this country and Great Britain. I do not 


— ink it would be decent or reſpectful in me towards the Houſe 
nay 9 exhibit any thing in a crude or indigeſted manner. I have 
tate ot as yet been able to arrange and methodize all the papers and 
for Materials which I have collected for that purpoſe, but I hope 


ſhall very ſhortly be able to prepare them for the conſideration 
Sf the members; and truſt the Houſe will grant time until Satur- 
ay next for that purpoſe, on which day I will undoubtedly bring 
the Wor ward the final adjuſtment. 


= The order for to-morrow was accordingly diſcharged, and it 
as ordered, That the Houſe do on Saturday morning next re- 
= ve itſclf into a committee of the whole Houle, to take into 
onſideration that part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech 
hbich relates to an adjuſtment of trade and commerce between 
eat Britain and Ireland. 


: Lord Cyartes FiTzZGERALD,—Sir, I beg leave to give 
Notice that I intend ſoon to bring the buſineſs of attachments be- 
re the Houſe, to receive a ſolemn diſcuſſion. I do not intend 
xg uſe any ſurprize, and therefore throw out the idea now, that 
gentlemen may turn it in their minds; and I ſhall give proper and 
N thcient notice of the day when the motion ſhall be made. 


1 Mr. Corry moved, That a committee be appointed to enquire 
= _ ſtate of the Newry inland navigation.—Ordered ac- 
ordingly. 


Mr. WILLIAM Topp Jones moved, that the name of Robert 
oy, te diſcharged from the late order of the Houſe for his 
Wctendance, with orders, on the trial of the controverted election 
or the county of the town of Carrickfergus. 


Mr. HEwiTT agreed to this motion, and it was cartied ac- 
ordingly, 
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. . . 8 1 
Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill, to amend and FREE 


1 


explain an act paſſed the laſt ſeſſions of parliament, entitled an ac- 


4 


for the 2 of the inland fiſheries of this kingdom, and 1 


that Mr. Hayes and Mr. Buſhe, do prepare and bring in the } * 
ſame. "= COL 
Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill for allowing fur 1 
ther time to perſons in offices or employments, to qualify them- ſol. 
_ ſelves purſuant to an act entitled, an act to prevent the further nor 
growth of popery, and that Mr. Tydd and Mr. Montgomery, do 1 for 
prepare and bring in the ſame. —_ - 
The order for taking into conſideration the petition of Thomas 3 N 
Teniſon, Eſq; complaining of an undue election and return for 4 1 


the county of Leitrim, being read, 
It was ordered, chat the ſaid petition be taken into conſiderati- 
on on Monday the 21ſt day of February inſtant. 


The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf MW 
into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take into confideration 
the motion made yeſterday, that a ſupply be granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Sir John Parnell ¶ his 


in the chair. 
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Ordered, that the ſaid report of the committee be received to- ö to 
morrow morning. | | po 
di. 


Mr. HaxTLEy preſented a petition of the maſter, wardens and | ſa 
brethren of the corporation of weavers, Dublin, praying that ſuch 


duties may be laid on the importation of foreign manufactures, 2 4 
will afford permanent relief for the diſtreſſes of our poor, by ce 


yielding them conſtant employ, prevent emigration, and the Vs 
drain o money for foreign manufactures. e 


Mr. HAT LEV declared that, although had granted . 
16, cool. for their relief, though the Dublin Society had given = 
— and private Charities had been beſtowed, yet all would BF ©* 

e of no avail ; redreſs could be only attained by reſtraining and ” 


protecting duties, to prevent the importation of foreign goods. 4 

The CHANcRLLON of THE EXCHEQUER, ſaid he could not pl 
for a moment ſuffer the Houſe to remain under the impreſſion of an fit 
idea not founded on a fact. He was happy to declare that the th 
weaving trade, inſtead of declining, had advanced moſt rapidly, ti 
and that the manufactures of Ireland were extending themſelves y 
even to the wiſh of this country's moſt ſanguine friends. Former- th 
ly, he ſaid, our annual imports of new drapery amounted to up- ta 


wagds of 300,000 yards; of late our imports were reduced almoſt h 
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We nothing z and our exports of new drapery, from being aQually 

4 nothing, now exceeded 650, ooo yards per annum; ſo that we not 
— only now cloathed ourſelves with our own new drapery, for 


h yards yearly, but we had a redundancy beyond our home con- 
9 umption of 650,000 yards, which we exported. How then 


could any man ſay that our weaving trade had declined, 


ur- Mr. HaxTLey anſwered that the extent of exportation was 

m- ſolely owing to a ſuddenly excited ſpirit of the people, and as a 

ner WW non-importation agreement had taken place, no judgment could be 
formed of the real riſe of commerce. 


Mr. Gaxpinex confirmed this idea. He ſaid the quantity ex- 
ported was moſtly to Ametica, on mere ſpeculation, which no 


— 3 longer exiſted, for what had been ſent had not been ſold, and was 

WE till ay 7s ; and, as the people had entered into a non- impor- 

KY tation ſcheme, that accounted for a diminution of the imports z 

beſides, —_— the importation of foreign goods might appear 

leſs on the Cuſtom-houſe books than formerly, yet the quantity 

ſelf brought in by ſmugglers, in a clandeſtine manner, might more 
0 than make up the ſeeming deficiency. | 

Ha- . The CnANcETLOR oy THE Excnequen roſe again, to ſet 

nell his right honourable friend right in two points: the firſt was his 

BE aſſertion, that our exportations of new drapery had been chiefly 

to- to America, which was a miſtake, as more than half of theſe ex- 

portations had been to Portugal. The other was his imputing the 

W diminution of importation to the non-importation and non-con- 

and ſumption agreements ; whereas the fact was, the imports and ex- 

ach ports which he had ſtated were made up for the year ending March 

1, 1784, a time when the firſt non-1mportation agreement had 

by = ceaſed, and the laſt was not yet entered into. 

Sir NicuoLas LawLess preſented a petition from the united 
ted pariſhes of Monkſtown and Kill, praying aid towards rebuilding 
ven dhe pariſh church. — Sir Nicholas ſtated that the church was in 
,uld & ruins, that theſe pariſhes were thickly inhabited, and that great 
and numbers of people every Sunday came out from Dublin to attend 

public worſhip, ſo that even if the preſent church was capable 

of repair, it was not ſufficiently capacious to receive half the peo- 

* ple who reſorted to it. He ſtated that the pariſhes were not in a 
* ſituation to claim any aid from the board of firſt fruits, but that 
q the principal inhabitants had generouſly entered into a ſubſcrip- 
1 tion, which, though inſufficient in itſelf to build a new church, 
pet would go a great way towards it; and he had no doubt that 

ner- the wiſdom of parliament would deem it proper to aid an under- 
— 1 which had for ts object to promote religion, morality and 
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Mr. CHaTTER TON moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
amendment of the bankrupt laws. He apprehended theſe laws 
were generally beneficial to this country, but they wanted im- 
provement. A petitioning creditor, for the mere purpoſe of ſwear- 
ing an affidavit before a Maſter in Chancery in Dublin, is often 
obliged to come or ſend one hundred miles or more, when it 
might be done as effectually in the country before a Maſter Extra- 
ordinary, An obdurate creditor, from improper motives, refuſes 
to grant a certificate to his unfortunate debtor, and at preſent 
there is no controul over him. He faid the Lord Chancellor 
ſhould have ſuch power. 


Mr. Coxxy conceived the proper method would be to appoint 
a committee to examine thoſe laws, and ſee what alterations were 
neceſſary, as then there would be a body of evidence before the 
Houſe whereon to found a bill. | 


Sir Hexxy Cavennisn admitted the mode might be of ſer- 
vice, but he would not have it underſtood that committees of 
that kind were neceſſary for the introduction of bills, or that it 
was the rule of the Houſe. 


Ordered that leave be given to bring in a bill to prevent cor- 
rupt and unconſtitutional practiſes in electing and returning mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament, and that the Right Honourable Mr. 
Rowley and Mr. Lowther, do prepare and bring in the ſame, 


Mr. Row ſaid, it was a law which experience ſhewed to 
be abſolutely neceſſary, and perhaps the only reform that could 
be at preſent obtained. He — reform muſt be had by piece- 
meal; and he would be glad to get a part, if he could not ex- 
pet the whole. | 

Sir Lucius O'BRIEN faid, he would not object to the matter 
of the bill, but only to the title, which the Houſe could not 
adopt without declaring that ſuch a practice exiſted, which could 
not be conſiſtent with the honour and dignity of the Houſe ; he, 
therefore, wiſhed the right honourable gentleman would alter his 
phraſe. 5 

The Ar ToRN EY GENERAL. — I have the higheſt reſpect for 
the right honourable gentleman, and it is with reluctance I op- 
poſe any thing he offers. But it is impoſſible the Houſe can 
admit a bill with ſuch a title, I have no objection to any mode 
that may prevent corruption. 


Mr. RowLey replied it was notorious the practice did exiſt; 
and the Journals of the Houle gave a fatal proof of its exiſtence 
in the cate of Sir Veſey Colclough. 


The ATTornety Gex NAL owned the inſtance, but ſaid 
even that was a proof of the attention of the Houſe when that caſe 
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occurred, which they have received with jealouſy, for he had 
now two ſeveral proſecutions in the Court of King's Bench againſt 
the delinquent orders of the Houſe, He then moved an amend- 
ment, by leaving out the words, “buying and ſelling ſeats," 
and ſubſtituting the words, to prevent any corrupt and uncon- 
« ſtitutional practices in the election or return of members to 
« ſerve in parliament.” 


Mr. Groxce MonTcomery (of Cavan) dwelt on the in- 
ſtance of ſale before the Houſe. 


Mr. Row. ey acquieſced with the amendment, and it was car- 
ried as the title, 


Mr, Pars rox took the oaths and his ſeat for Navan, 


The Ar rTroRNXNEY GeNeRaL preſented 2 petition from the 
incorporated ſociety in Dublin, for promoting Engliſh proteſtant 
ſchools in Ireland, ſetting forth, that their yearly expences have 
uſually amounted to above 12, 000. but on account of the extra- 
ordinary high price of proviſions and firing in the year 1784, they 
greatly exceeded that ſum, and that their uſual yearly income 
amounts to no more than about 7000. and praying relief, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excutrquer declared, that as 
there were ſome doubts whether the longer continuance of thoſe 
ſchools was neceſſary, and as the funds for their maintenance 
were inſufficient, he would move that a committee ſhould fit on 
this buſineſs ; and that the ſame committee ſhould alſo enquire 
into the ſtate of the Foundling Hoſpital and Houſe of Induſtry, 
He was ſeconded by Mr. Gardiner. , 


Sir HENRY HarxTSTONGE propoſed that the Houſe of In- 
duſtry in Limerick ſhould be included; but it was over-ruled, 
as complicating the buſineſs, | | 


The SecxeTary or STATE Wiſhed the enquiry might be 
ſtriet and minute; he could ſay, on the authority of Mr. Howard, 
who viſited moſt of them, that the Charter-ſchools in the country 
were badly managed, and in a moſt wretched ſtate, 


Mr. Mot.yneux moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of what part of the ſum of 50,000/. which 
was granted by the King's letter for fixing a colony of Geneveſe 
in this country, has been expended, and in what manner; and 
alſo an account of the number of Geneveſe families that have come 
over and ſettled in this kingdom under that encouragement. 

_ Alfo, that the proper officer do lay before the Houſe the par- 
ticulars of all payments made under the heads of concordatum 


and military contingencies, from the 25th day of March, 1783, 
to the 1ſt day of February, 1785. | 
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Sir Joux BLAqQv1ERE moved, that a committee be appointed 
to enquire into the expenditure of the ſum of 2700). granted laſt 


ſeſſion of parliament for the temporary repair of the ſtreets of this 
cy. | 


Sir EDwaxD Cor rox moved, that the proper officer do lay 
before the Houſe a liſt of all penſions on the civil and military 
eſtabliſhments of this kingdom on the iſt of February inſtant, 


Sir Jon BLaqQuieke moved, that the proper officer do lay 
before the Houſe accounts of all preſentment granted in the 
county or county of the city of Dublin, for making or repairing 
foot-ways or carriage-ways leading from this city, which are 
paved or repaired at the public expence, for ſeven years previous 
to the laſt preſenting term; ſpecifying the price by the perch ar 
other meaſure, and diſtinguiſhing the ſame in places within the 
circular road. 


WepNesDaAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1785, 


A petition of Joys, M*Cabe, and M Craken, of Belfaſt, cot- 


ton manufacturers, praying aid to improve and extend the ſaid 
manufacture, was preſented. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to take away 
the challenge of the array of panels of jurors, for want of a knight 
on trials, in which a peer is party; and that Mr. Arthur Wolfe 
and Mr. John Wolfe do prepare and bring in the ſame. | 


Mr. HaxTL#y preſented a petition of the miniſter, church- 
wardens and proteſtant pariſhioners of the pariſh of St. Nicholas, 
without the walls of the city of Dublin, praying further aid to 
rebuild their pariſh church. 


A petition of the merchants, traders and inhabitants adjoining 
Leugh-Erne, praying further aid to enable them to compleat the 
navigation between Beleek and Lough-Seur, was preſented. 


The Hon. Josrrn Hewir r preſented a petition of the ſove- 
reign, burgeſſes and principal inhabitants of the town of Belfaſt, 

praying aid to make a channel in a ſtraight line from the quay of 
aid town to the pool of Garmoyle, about two miles therefrom, 
by which means veſſels of a large burthen would be at liberty to 
paſs up and down at high water. Mr. Hewitt took notice of the 
great increaſe cf trade in Belfaſt; that a great number of ſhips 
relorted there, but that the badneſs of the harbour was a great 
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detriment to its riſing trade. He alſo remarked that this was the 
firſt application from that town for any parliamentary aſſiſtance. 


A petition of Robert Colello, of Slane, in the county of Meath, 
cotton manufacturer, was preſented, ſetting forth, that petitioner, 
ſo early as the year 1779, purchaſed a variety of machinery for 
the ſaid manufacture (the firſt ever known in this kingdom); and 
that in the year 1981, petitioner had the misfortune to loſe the 
whole of his property 0 an accidental fire breaking out in his 
factory; and that he has ſince eſtabliſhed the cotton manufacture 
in the town of Slane; and praying the aid of the Houſe. 


— — — 


Tuuxs pax, FEBRUARY 3, 1785. 


The committee of accounts ſat in the Houſe at two o'clock, 
Mr. Maſon in the chair, and proceeded to read the three accounts 
from the Vice-treaſurers, and the fix from the Accountant-general's 
office, of which the following is an accurate abridgement : 


6a PARLIAMENTARY 


No. I. 


Aſtrad of the Recei pts and Payments in the Treaſury in one Year, 
from Lady-dey, 1783, ts Ladh-dey, 1784. 


RECEIPTS. 


© Balance in Hand at Lady-day, 1783. 
£ 5. d. = 3. PA 


Ordinary revenue - 151342 4 — 
Appropriated funds — 104942 5 104 


Total balance in hand — 256284 9 104 


Ordinary Revenue, applicable to the Civil and Military 
; Eſtabliſhments. 


Quit rents, caſualties, in 

the hands of collectors, 

— collectors, an 

mps, — 2313 17 2 

—— pells, taxes, ſala- e 

rĩes and penſions, balances 

paid, licenſes for lottery 

offices, and lottery, 1783 129768 19 5 
Debentures and treaſury bills 296925 — — 


Total ordinary revenue 1198807 16 74 
Appropriated Funds. 
—_.- 174707 4 34 
Linen - - 5185 18 1 
Tillage 8 8 — 6571 14 92 
Proteſtant ſchools — 1146 18 55 
Lagan navigation $536 11 4 
Improving Dublin £ 7350 — — 
Total appropriated funds — 195698 6 112 


Total receipts | — 1650790 13 52 


DEBATEMY. 63 
PATMENTS 


© + 6 4 > 
Civil liſt — — 10 192 
Military eſtabliſhment —— — 448256 10 11; 
Extraordinaries, ſuch as 


King's letters, 105012 11 2 
Parliamentary grants 242137 7 44 
Exceedings on concordatum 32663 9 5 
Exceedings, military 12669 7 25 
Exceedings, barracks 14820 1 4 
Prizage 3092 15 8 
Commiſſioners of accounts 1120 — — 


— 411455 12 24 
Appropriated funds — — — 3 2 


4 


Total payments — 1458216 6 97 
Balance at Lady-day, 1784. 


Ordinary revenue — 46794 10 1135 
Appropriated funds 145779 15 82 


Total balance — — 192574 6 84 


1650790 12 52 
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No. II. 


Payments made in the Treaſury Office purſuant to Ads of Parliament, 
in one Year, from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-day, 1784, together 
with the Arrear remaining undiſcharged. 

Theſe payments amounted to as follows : 


Out of 35,7201. 55. 6d. the arrear at r 2703, p 
. 5. 


To the Dublin Society — — 6907 4 4 
To the Board of Firſt Fruits - - 2907 .4 4 
To the Hibernian School — — 2000 — — 
To County Infirmaries - — 809 — — 
To coal yards in Dublin and Cork — 178 16 9% 
To — on flax and hemp ſeed — 7389 12 62 
To lottery prizes 1782 - — 6970 — — 


Out of 258, 1681. gs. 24d. the charge incurred at 
Lady-day, 1784, 
To grants to the ſpeaker and officers of the Houſe 
of Commons, printing, charter ſchools, &. 34793 7 — 


To lottery prizes 178 — — 185486 4 6 
h 
Coal-yards 8 — 1808 3 
Agents of regiments for carriage of baggage - 1146 14 92 
Linen manufactures — - 19500 — — 
Treaſury bills - - - 220758 6 8 
Bank of Ireland, intereſt on loans, and life an- | 
nuities - - - 137810 6 8 
Total — 600706 — 8; 
Arrear at Lady-day, 1783 - - 36780 $ & 
Arrear at Lady-day, 1784 - -  oqact 7 8 


— 


Increaſe of arrear = 33531 1 10 
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No. III. 


Payments made in the Treaſury-Office purſuant to* his Majefly*s Let- 
ters, in one Year, from Lady-day, 17 83, to Lady-day, 1784; to- 
gether with the Arrear remaining unaiſcharged. ; 


Out of 34,4171. 98. dd. the arrear to Lady-day, 1783. 


OS a £6 & <& 
Paid Col. Vallancey - 11 9 
Paid the heir of Col. Browne 147 18 —4 
Paid part of the purchaſe of the 
houſe of Robert Clements, Eſq; 5000 — — 


. _  ———.. 
Out of 155, 3741. 28. 95d. the charge incurred to 
Lady-day, 1784, 
Paid Earl Temple - 1982 3 32 
. Paid Earl of Northington 3000 — — 
Paid the Duke of Rutland - 3000 — — 
Advance to out-penſioners of Kil- 
mainham F - 13190 18 +; 
Col. Vallancey - 212 12 
Fees - I4 17 87 
. Cloathing battle-axe guards += 740 — — 
: Cloathing the officers of arms - 1116 16 10 
Inſtallation of the Knights of St. 
Patrick - - 4567 8 42 
Robert Brooke, Eſq: for his manu- 
facture at Clane - 6oo — — 
Poor-houſe of Dublin - 6500 — — 
Charter-ſchools - 2500 — — 
8 Lord Chancellor, in addition as 
1 — of the Houſe of Lords 3000 — — 
4 Officers and ſervants of ditto - 4834 16 8 
* Lord Ranelagh, as Chairman of 
Committees — 206117 1 
| Geneva emigrants - = 15148 17 
— Barracks, ordnance, ſurveys, fo- 
3 rage, &c. 2 — 37324 13 32 
- —99795 1 44 
Total payments - 105012 11 2 
Total arrear at Lady-day, 178 - 441 
Total arrear at Lady: day, — - 7 : 5 


Increaſe of arrear — 50361 11 74 
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No. IV. 
An Abſtra@ of the hereditary Revenue and additional Duties for tne 
Tear; with the Expence of Management, Drawbacks, Premiums, 
Sc. ſrem Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-doy, 1784. 
GROSS RECEIPTS. 


Balances in the Collectors accounts, I. 5s. d. 1 | - 
Lady-day, 1783 - 97062 3 2 SY, 
Ditto on ſtamp duties 10305 17 —+ P 
Ditto on corn premiums - 2 — 3 P 
Out- ſtanding arrears on the re- I 
venue - - 145251 18 105 
Total balances — 25312119 4 
HEREDITARY REVENUE. D 
Cuſtoms, inwards and outwards 257509 — 33 8 
Exciſe, imported and inland 222858 14 24 
Fines, forfeitures and ſeizures - 5017 6 94 
Prizage on wines, light-houſe du- 
ties, and caſualties - 4951 7 75 
Ale, wine, and fpirit licenſes 36267 3 2 B 
Hearth-money _ — 61309 13 11 A 
1 &C. — | 64386 2 2F 
ea duties - - 7300 — — 
Storage - - 226 16 6 
Total hereditary revenue —659826 4 8; 
ADDITIONAL DUTIES ON 
Tobacco - - 118860 9 25 
Wine = - - 61859 16 1 
Muſlins and romals — 1206 6 4 
Foreign paper - 427 — 1 
Foreign ſilks - - br 43 3 
Vinegar = = - 1674 — 11 
: — 7669 11 1 
Sugar, raw and reſinesd— 115245 14 32 
Earthen, japanned and lacquered 
Ware - - 92110 5 
Dry goods, 51. per cent. 3998 12 10 
offee - 1 
Wheat imported, beer imported, 
rags ex ported - - 1624 2 10 
Tea duties - - 29279 — 8 
Ale and beer F)) 
Cider liceaſes, and ſundries - 648 19 2 
Duty on carriages - = 4917 10 — 
Gl. per cent. on retailers = 499 8 9 
Total additional duties — 382352 11 tt 
Stamp duties - - = 34530 1 2 


7 


Total groſs revenue Wo 1329880 17 I; 


= Salaries = - 92336 11 104 

= Incident charges 77318 15 9; 

== Drawbacks = - 4087 13 52 
Portage bills, and rewards— 2053 11 37 
Premiums 7 1 


DEBATES 


KK PAN C EY. 
* 5. d, F $. d, 


Incidents, expences, rewards, ar- 
rears and allowances, &c. 13691 16 7 
Total expences = — 261912 16 115 
Drawbacks on the additional duties = 5 16160 — 8 
Stamp duties ſalaries, incidents and diſcount - 8263 10 64 


Total - 286336 8 12 
Of which paid to the vice-trea- 


ſurers - 772313 17 24 
Balances in the hands of officers I ht". 10 1 
Arrears - - 142509 I 85 
Net revenue — 1043544 9 —Z 


Total groſs revenue 


1329880 17 12 
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An Abflrat of the ſeveral appropriated Duties for one Year, from 
Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-day, 1784. 


£6: 46: 
Balances and receipts of the loan duties = 222402 7 —7z 
Ditto of the linen duties 5272 15 6 
Ditto of the tillage duties 9634 2 1 
Ditto on the bounties — 19254 12 10 
Ditto on the north-weſt fiſheries = 18 14 11 
Ditto on the Iriſh fiſheries - 1039 — 8 
Ditto on the charter-ſchools = 2633 10 75 
Ditto on the improvement of the 
city of Dublin - $210 7 3 
Ditto on the Lagan-navigation = 1947 7 82 
Ditto on the Dundalk cambrick | 


Total grofs receipts and balances - 270214 1 2 
Drawbacks on the ſame -< 


Salaries, incidents and allowances 570 7 re; 
Total net receipts = - we 5 


Of which, paid to the vice-treaſurers — 194515 8 tz 


Paid in bounties 
Paid intereſt - 
Balances in hands of 


Balance Rn ae 


colleQors — 57594 8 25 


No. V. 


manufacture — „„ & 


— 


14475 12 7 


2046 — 5F 


15570 13 62 
- 487 10 — 
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No. VI. 


A State of the Eftabliſhments and other Charges of Government for one 
Year, the Civil Lift ending the 25th, and the Military the 31ft of 
March, 1784 together with the Payments made by the Vice-Trea- 
ſurers, and the Arrear remaining unſatisfied. 


CIVIL LIST 


| £ 5. d. 
Arrear at Lady-day, 1983 = - - 107059 10 11 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady-day, 1784 174918 4 7 
| Total charge - 281977 15 
Of which paid = - - — 222884 19 1 


FY 


Arrear unpaid at Lady-day, 1784 59092 15 8 


— — — — cc 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 


Arrear at Lady-day, 1783 - - 167733 15 9 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady -day, 1784 429686 12 10 


| Total charge - 597420 8 a 
Of which paid - - - — 448256 10 114 


— 


Nie 


Arrear unpaid at Lady-day, 1784 = 149163 "7 74 


EXTRAORDINARY CHARGES. 
Arrear at Lady-day, 1783 = - 82228 13 10F 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady-day, 1784 493579 4 2 


Total charge - 575807 18 * 
Of which paid — — 411455 12 24 


4 DI 1] DM". rte 


Arrear uppaid at Lady-day, 1784 - 164352 5 10 


—_ 


TOTALS of the ESTABLISHMENT'S and CHARGES of 


GOVERNMENT, 
Arrear at Lady-day, 1783 - — 357022 — 64 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady-day, 1784 1098184 1 7 


. — 


; Total charge - 1455200 2 2 
Of which paid - - - 1082597 2 114 


Arrear unpaid at Lady-day, 1784 = 372608 10 24 
G 2 Rs WE 
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LOAN FUNDS and ANNUITIES. 


£6: 
Arrrear at Lady-day, 1783 - - 2133906 4 94 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady-day, 1784 498477 5 = 
Total charge - 2542383 9 10 

Of which paid - - - 358568 13 4 


Arrear unpaid at Lady-day, 1784 - 2183814 16 62 


NAL TOTAL 


Arrear at Lady-day, 1783 — 2490928 5 4+ 
Charge in the year, ending at Lady-day, 1784 1506661 6 8 

Total charge - 3997589 12 —4 

Of which paid - * 1441165 16 34 

Arrear unpaid at Lady-day, 1784 - 2556423 15 84 


General arrear at Lady-day, 1983 - 2490928 5 41 
General arrear at Lady day, 17 7 84 - 25 50423 3 $2. 
44 


Increaſe of arrear in one year - 65495 10 
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No. VII. 


State of the Duties and Aids applicable to the Loans, and the Charges 
thereon, for one Year, from Lady-day, 1783, to Lady-day, 1784 
together with a general State of the Loan Fund, and alſo of the 
Surplus thereef at Lady-day, 1784. 


State for one Year. 


1 


Total duties and aids received — — I 8525 4 11 424 


Paid intereſt on loan debentures, at 41. per cent. 43104 — — 
Paid intereſt on treaſury bills, at 41. 118. 3d. 


er cent. - - - _— 
Lib annuities - — - 49843 5 — 
Bank annuity — — - 18000 — — 


| 5 134877 5 — 
Surplus remaining = 50377 6 332 


185254 11 44 


3 2 STATE of the LOAN FUND. 
. To balance in the collectors and vice- 

treaſurers hands 28 138952 16 44 
BY gy » the year, e 185254 11 44 


Total fund - 324207 7 9 


Cr. By payments made by the vice-treaſurers 137810 6 8 
Balances in hands, Lady-day, 1784 186397 1 1 


324207 7 9 
STATE of the NET SURPLUS of the DUTIES and AIDS. 
Balances due as above - — 186397 1 1 


Whence deduct arrears of intereſt and c 
due at Lady-day, 1784, as per No. VI. | 4 


Total ſurplus = 134207 4 6F 


Net ſurplus at Lady-day, 1783 2 833829 18 3 
Net ſurplus at Lady-day, 1784 IM 50377 6 3E 


Total ſurplus, as above = 134207 4 62 
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No. VIII. 
A general State of the national Account for one Year, from Lady-day, 


1783, to Lady-day, 1784 with a State, diſtinguiſhing the fund. 
3 From the aafunded Dove. * 1 
S. d. Va » * d. 


Debt of the nation at Lady- 
day, 1983 = . = 1919386 5 74 
Deduct a former grant tothe 
ballaſt-office,and repealed 2000 — — h 
Remained debt | 1917386 5 74 


Charge of the eſtabliſhments 
from March 25, 1783, to 
March 31, 1784 - 1209390 9 
DeduQ ſaving in that year 111206 8 2 
Total charge — 1098184 1 7% 


— 


Total debt and charge, Lady-day, 1784 3015570 

Towards anſwering which muſt be applied, „ 
The net produce of the heredi- 

tary revenue, the additional 

duties and ſtamp duties 790422 9 82 
Receipts by the vice-treaſurers, 

as per No. IV. 122768 19 5 
Tax of 48. in the pound, and 

ſurplus of the loan fund - 57377 6 35 


= 970568 15 47 
Debt of the nation at Lady-day, 1984 - 2045001 11 105 


2ꝛüä(— 


STATE of the FUNDED DEBT. CF, 
Due at Lady-day, 1784, as per No. II. 2183814 16 62 
To anſwer which there was in hands on that day 186399 1 1 


Fotal funded debt = 1997417 15 51 


STATE of the UNFUNDED DEBT at Lady-day, 1784. 
Due that day, as per No. VI. arrears of the eſta- | 
©  bliſkments EO. os - - ' 372608 19 24 
To anſwer which there was in hands on that day 325025 2 91 


Total unfunded debt - 83 16 42 
To which add the total funded debt, * * 


as above — — 10997417 15 51 
The total net debt at Lady-day, 1784, will be, 7 
as above 9 5 - 2045001 11 104 
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No. IX. 


A general State of the ſeveral appropriated Funds (excluſive of the 
Loan, which appears in No, VII.) for one Year, from Lady-day, 
1783, to Lady-day, 1784. 7 


4 . d. 
Linen duties, total fund - 5073 — 14 
Tillage duties, total fund - - 10795 14 6 
Bounty on linen and canvas exported, total fund 19191 4 9 
North-weſt fiſheries, total fund — - 18 14 11 
Encouragement of Iriſh fiſheries, total fund - 1039 — 8 
Charter- iIchools, total fund * — 2672 13 — 
Improvement of the city of Dublin, total fund - 8176 19 g 
Lagan navigation, total fund — — 800 — 
Dundalk ca:abrick manufacture, total fund i. 4 
Duncannon fort, total fund - + 682 17 11S 
Total appropriated funds - 48451 8 6 
Out of which funds 
Payments by the vice-treaſurers - -»- 19050 10 8 
Balances in hand - - 15830 4 64 
Bounties paid - - 15570 13 
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After the reading at full the foregoing accounts, the committee 
adjourned, and the Speaker took the chair. 


Mr. Coxxy moved that the proper officer do lay before the 
ouſe a ſtate of the rents that are now reſerved on the lands 
— ch were formerly ſet apart for the ſupport of Duncannon 


Mr. Mol vN EUR moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe an account of the expence of a ſpecial commiſſion 
which had been iſſued for the purpoſe of trying, in the county 
of Kilkenny, certain perſons charged with being whiteboys 3 
and alſo of the event of the trial. 


Me. Gzoxce PonsonBy.—lIt was not a ſpecial commiſſion ; 
the commiſſion did not mention for what trial or crime; it was 
only a general commiſſion, but the prudence of the judges had 
made them conhne themſelves merely to the trial of particular 
perſons, , 


"Mr. MoLyNnevux.—T know 8 well it was not a commiſſion 
of general gaol delivery, therefore I believe it to be a ſpecial com- 
miſſion, notwithſtanding what the honourable gentleman has ſaid. 
If it were not, why did the judges confine themſelves to the one 
particular topic? Why did they not act as a court of general gaol 
1 and free the gaol of every priſoner? I was there, and 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee things thus idly carried on, without any 
good whatſoever, I hear it has coſt government a large ſum of 
money, and I want to know what was the particular amount. 


The Solici rox GENERAL If the honourable gentleman 
wants information he may have it without any proper wn being 

ut to the trouble. As to the latter part, it is abſolutely uſeleſs, 
he there is no proper officer to give ſuch account. As for what 
relates to the event, I will give the honourable member every in- 
formation he requires, though even that is unneceſſary, as he him- 
ſelf knows it, for he was there, —Bills of indictment were found 
againſt ſome perſons for ſhocking outrages. They had pleaded to 
the indictment, but they had ſuborned the man they had ſo mal- 
treated, and whoſe ears they had cut off, for a ſum of money, 
and he abſconded to avoid giving evidence; but the council on 
behalf of the crown made an affidavit that there was a reaſonable 
ground to expect that the crown ſhould be able to produce him 
on a future day; therefore the trial was poſtponed, and the court 
thought proper to refuſe the perſons ſo charged to be bailed. 
This much as to the event. = if the honourable gentleman 
defires to have the other part of his motion brought — [ 
am ſure there is no one that would obje&t to it. 
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Lord Del vin.—lt appears from all ſides of the Houſe, that 
the honourable gentleman himſelf would be the moſt proper officer 
to furniſh the account, as he ſeems ſo well acquainted with the 
whole buſineſs. 


Mr. Mo1.vy x Eu x.—1 cannot look upon this as a ſporting queſ- 
tion nor is it of a kind for gentlemen to diſplay their wit and 
exerciſe their pleaſantry upon. I conſent to withdraw the 
latter part of my motion; but I own it is with great ſurprize 
J find fo large a ſum as 1500l. was ſpent upon that commiſſion, 
without the country reaping any benefit thereby, I call on the 
Houſe to conſider they hold the purſe of the nation, and ought 
not to ſuffer the money to be diſſipated ; and I am om ham 
there is ſomething very dark 1n this tranſaQtion, and I would 
gladly bring it to light. 


Mr. Gzoxce PoxsoxnBy,—lt is impoſſible to know the ex- 
pence, as the account is not yet brought in, I attended on that 
buſineſs as a lawyer, and have not yet been paid, no more than 
any other gentleman concerned. The gentleman who made this 
motion ſeems much concerned that nobody was hanged, therefore 
thinks nothing ſhould be paid; if ſo, he had better alter his motion, 
and make it for an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, that as nobody 
had been. hanged in conſequence of the late ſpecial commiſſion, 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order that no money 
ſhould be iſſued from the treaſury, as payment to the learned 
Judges, or gentlemen of the bar, who went to Kilkenny on that 
commi ſſion: Perhaps he would have ſuch an agreement made in 
like caſes as quack doctors propole—no cure no pay—that is, 
no hanging no pay.— 


Mr. Bos HE. —As I am a magiſtrate of that county I think 
myſelf bound to ſet the gentleman right who thought the ſpecial 
commiſſion had been quite uſeleſs; for J can aſſure the gentle- 
man, that in conſequence thereof, that part of the kingdom has 
remained quiet Ever fince, 


Part of the words of the motion were left out, and it was car- 
ried in theſe words, That the proper officer du lay before this 
Houſe an account of the expence of the laſt ſpecial commiſſion 
of gaol delivery held at Kilkenny.” 


Mr. Gaxviner preſented a petition of John Dempſey, of 
Loughſhinny, gentleman, praying a grant of one thouſand pounds, 
to enable him to finiſh the pier already begun at Loughlbinny 
aforeſaid. 


Mr. Gaxdixer.—The utility of this work is acknowledged 
by all who know any thing concerning the navigation of Dublin 
Bay, to the north - eaſtward of which this port lies, and offers on 
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many occaſions a ſafe harbour to veſſels trading here. Parliament 
hath already granted ſmall ſuins of money to aſliſt this work, 
which money has been carefully applied thereto by Mr. Dempſey , 
and 1ccol, would now compleat it. | 


Mr. Hax THEY preſented a petition of the corporation or pre- 
ſident and aſſiſtants, inſtituted for the relief of the poor in the 
county of the city of Dublin, praying aid. 


A petition of George Beale, of Drumgold, in the county of 
Wexford, weaver, praying aid to improve and extend the manu- 
facture of pluſh, and the ſpinning of worſted, was preſented, 


Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill, for regulating 
the baking trade, and that Mr. John Wolfe and Mr. Bolton, do 
prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Mr. Worre ſtated that he only meant to [conſider thoſe places 
which were not already regulated by law; and therefore he meant 
not to conſider of Cork or Dublin, 


Mr. David Latouche being returned for the borough of 
Newcaſtle, in the county of Dublin, and alſo for the borotgh of 
Beltutbet, made his election to fit for the latter place, and a new 
writ was ordered to be iffued for the election of a repreſentative 
for the borough of Newcaſtle, 


Mr. Gz1rF1TH moved for an account of all oats and oatmea[] 
which had been exported from the different ports of this kingdom 
reſpectively, from the time of the embargo to the 1ſt of February. 


Sir Joun PARNELL ſaid that it was impoſſible for the honour- 
able gentleman to acquire the information which he deſired, as the 
accounts were brought in at certain periods, and his motion 
would break in upon the routine of office. 


Mr. Gz1er1TH then acceded to the deſire of Sir John Parnell, 
and inſerted the words, to the 25th of December 3” and the 
reſolution was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Ax r nus WoLre brought up a bill to take away the 
challenge to the array for want of a knight being of the pannel of 
a jury in caſes where a peer is party. It was read for the firſt 
time, and ordered to be read for the ſecond time to-morrow. 


Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill for ſecuring the 
freedom cf parliament by aiferting the qualifications of mem- 
bers to fit in the Houſe of Commons, and that Sir Edward 
Crofton and Sir Edward Newenham, do prepare and bring in che 
lame. Woods © 
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Mr. Cox x moved for the accounts of the Treaſury up to the 
25th of December laſt. 


FaiDay, FEBRUARY 4, 1755, 


The Right Honourable Mr. SzcxeTARrY Ore informed the 
Houſe, that he was commanded by his Grace the Lord Lieute- 


f nant, to acquaint them, that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to re- 
Y turn a moſt gracious anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, which 
. he read in his place, and the ſame was again read by the Speaker, 
8 (all the members being uncovered) and is as follows: 
8 « GEORGE R. | 

« His Majeſty has received with great ſatisfaction the dutiful 
en and loyal addreſs of the Houſe of Commons; and the ſentiuents 
n 


therein expreſſed of their zealous and affectionate attachment to 
his perſon and government, as well as their juſt ſenſe of the ex- 


perienced moderation and firmneſs of their pretent Chief Go- 


of 
b vernor. g > 
- His Majeſty has the fulleſt reliance that his faithful Commons 
_ will make proviſion for ſuch ſupplies as may be ſuitable to the ex- 
* igencies 4 the ſtate, the intereſts of his people, and the honour- 
able ſupport of his government. 
al His Majeſty has obſerved, with great concern, the popular 
_ diſturbances that have lately prevailed, from the intemperance 
| and indiſcretion of miſguided men; and contides in the conſtant 
*. and ſtrenuous endeavours of his faithful Commons of Ireland to 
ir- prevent their pernicious effects: and their reſolution to reject and 
he ſuppreſs every aſſumed authority, which may attempt to diQate 
on to the legiſlature, affords his Majefty the higheſt ſatisfaction. His 
Majeſty is fully perſuaded, that a proper degree of attention will 
n, be ſhewn, in the conſideration of ſuch internal regulations as may 
he be neceſſary for ſecuring the peace and happineſs of his ſubjeQs 
in Ireland, as well as for the ſettlement of all commercial ob- 
jects between his kingdoms upon equitable and laſting principles, 
the tor the mutual advantage of the different parts of the empire; and, 
of they may depend upon his moſt ready concurrence in the ſupport 
rſt of ſuch meaſures, as, upon a mature conſideration, may appear 
to draw. cloſer thoſe ties of intereſt and affection between the 
two countries, which are ſo eſſential to their general happinets 
the and proſperity, 
m- 5 5 
2 This anſwer was ordered to be entered on the journals, and it 


was reſolved that an addreſs of thanks ſhould be preſented to his 
Majeſty. 
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The Right Honourable Joun Bertsrorp preſented a petition 
from Thomas Winder, Eſq. ſecretary for the port department to the 
commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue, ſetting forth that peti- Wi 
tioner had been charged by the truſtees appointed by act of par. 
liament for recovering a debt due to the crown, by the late Sir 
Henry Cavendiſh, Bart. deceaſed, with the execution and diſpatch Wi 
of the neceſſary orders for the completion of the ſaid truſt, that 
very conſiderable progreſs has been made, and the ſaid truſt will 
probably in a ſhort time be finally executed, and that as the ex. 


ecution of the ſaid buſineſs has fallen upon your petitioner in ad | 
dition to the laborious duties of his office, petitioner hopes fo: imp 
compenſation either by poundage out of the fund recovered, read 
in ſuch other manner as the Houſe ſhall think fit. k 

Grxerat LUTTRELL preſented a petition from Thomas, Mand 
Patrick and Andrew Reily, workers in wire, ſetting forth their ture 
great extenſion of that manufacture, at great expence, ſince its E 


protection by a prohibitory duty laſt ſeſſion of parliament; not- 
withſtanding which they have not raiſed the price of their wire 
higher than the ſame 1s ſold for in England; that they have ex- 
pended on theſe works twelve thouſand pounds, and that the wire 
drawn by them has proved to be ſuperior to the German in ever) 
reſpect; and praying a continuance of the protection granted them 
laſt ſeſſion ; the more ſo as they have actually determined to ſup- 
ply themſelves with Iriſh iron, having for that purpoſe taken five 
undred acres of the lands near Lough Allen, abounding with coal 
and iron ore, where they are erecting furnaces, &c.— The General 
ſaid, theſe were a company of very meritorious traders, who had 


been of very great ſervice to their country, and doubted not that . 
when gentlemen had coolly and diſpaſſionately conſidered the ſub- Ho 
ſtance of their petition, they would treat with the contempt they bro 
deſerve the paragraphs in a news-paper, which have been fabri- WW wo 
cated merely for the purpoſe of detraction from the merit of theſe pri 
deſerving men, to ſerve a few intereſted importers of Dutch and tial 
German wire, anc 
| ſon 
The CHANCELLOR or THE Excutquer preſented a peti- g 
tion of Jeremiah Vickers, ſen. Jeremiah Vickers, jun. Archibald 
Wright, John Mc. Caul, and William Crombie, manufacture 
of kentings, cambricks, lawns, thread, catgut, leneauze, ſpa ver 
cambricks, ounce and ſtocking thread, ſtockings, and muſlin; tha 
praying that the bounty on their manufactures may be continued, Cot 
and ſuch aid granted to petitioners as may enable them to extend of 
their buildings. un 
The ſame gentleman preſented petitions from William White tre 
and James Cluff, filk- gauze manufacturers, praying aid. He ſaid, net 


great advantages may be derived from their manufactory if carried 
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on in the country parts of Ireland. It formerly had been chiefly 
Wc onfined to Spittal Fields in London, where, indeed, it never aroſe 
eo any great degree of perfection; but of late years it was remov- 
ed to Coventry, in which town it flouriſhed ſo extremely, that the 
Wy alue of {ilk gauze annually manufactured there, exceed 450,000). 
Wand he believed, if properly encouraged in the country towns of 
celand, it would become a very great national object. - 


= The bill to encourage the building of houſes, and making other 
i nmprovements on church lands, and to prevent dilapidations, was 
read a ſecond time, and committed for Monday next. 


Mr, Cox xx preſented a petition of Bell, Bradſhaw, Gerrard 


nas, and company, o Newry in the county of Down, cotton manufac- 
heir turers, praying aid to improve and extend the ſaid manufacture. 

» its He faid, he would not take up much time in expatiating on the 
not- merits of the perſons whoſe petition he introduced, he would only 


was the firſt who had introduced this manufacture into this king- 
dom, and that the company never had any aid from parliament. 


Wii Sir EpwarDd CrorTon preſented a bill to preſerve the free- 
ſup- dom of parliament, by aſcertaining the qualifications of members 
goal to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons. The tenor of the bill was to 


make 5001. per annum, fee ſimple of freehold eſtate, the qualifi- 
cation for knights of the ſhires, and 309]. for citizens and bur- 


\ had geſſes. It was read a firſt time. 

that Mr. Mas oN. As this bill ſeems intended to exclude from the 
ſub- Houſe almoſt every man who has the misfortune to be a younger 

they brother, and as they form a very large part of the community, it 

abri- would be very unfair to deprive ſo great a number of men of their 

theſe privileges without abſolute neceſſity, and after a fair and impar- 
and tial inveſtigation of the ſubject. I therefore hope for a full Houſe, 


and an appointed day to take it into conſideration, as I ſhall make 
ſome material amendments to it. 


= The bill was ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

1 | 

urers Mr. Coax x called the attention of the Houſe to a motion of 

ſpa very great conſequence, which he wifhed to ſubmit; it was, 

lin; that the Houſe ſhould on Monday next, reſolve itſelf into a 

wed, committee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration that part 

ctend of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, which ſays, the 
: uniformity of laws and of religion, and a common intereſt in 

White treaties with foreign ſtates, form a ſure bond of mutual con- 

ſaic, nection and attachment between Great Britain and Ireland.” 


. Sir EDpwakb NEwexHAu had, he ſaid, intended to bring 
:oward a fimilar motion with that introduced by the honourable 


ſay this, that one of the perſons who now applied to the Houſe, 
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gentleman, but he ſhould now content himſelf with ſeconding that 
now made. 


Sir Joun PAXN ELI. II ſhall ſtate ſome objections to the queſ- 
tion, and therefore hope the motion for a committee will be 
withdrawn. I underſtand by the _ that the Lord Lieutenant 
pledged his Vajeſty's word to the Commons of Ireland, that in all 
future treaties equal notice ſhall be taken of the intereſts of Ireland 
with the intereſts of Great Britain; that is, the king of Great 
Britain promiſes his people of Ireland that equal care ſhall be 
taken in every treaty for them as of his people of Great Britain; 
this meaning is ſufficiently obvious. It is of infinite advantage 
and importance to Ireland to receive ſuch unequivocal marks of 
the king's affection and attention to her intereſts; and ſhall the 
parliament of Ireland on this occaſion, an occaſion of which we 
have never ſeen the like, doubt his Majeſty's royal word, and by 
appointing a committee to take that part of the ſpeech into con- 
fideration, call in queſtion the King's veracity ?—It would be 
highly indecent, and is not at all neceſſary. 


Mr. Corry ſaid he agreed with the honourable baronet in the 
interpretation which he had given of the paragraph; it was an 
engagement on the part of the Crown, that in future the intereſts 
of Great Britain and Ireland ſhould be equally attended to, and 
that the benefits to be hereafter derived from treaties ſhould be 
equally enjoyed by both countries. The only queſtion that then 
remained was, what the: e intereſts are; that was the point he 
wiſhed to aſcertain: he thought it was the proper department of 
the Iriſh Parliament to ſtate the intereſts of Ireland, and that a 
committee was neceſſary to I the ſubject. It was, he 
ſaid, a matter ſo clearly obvious, ſo palpably neceſſary, that he 
thought it would not be neceſſary to trouble the Hou. with an 
thing further on the ſubject, till it ſhould come before the Houſe 
in the committee. 


Sir Henxy CavenpDisn,—Whether the ſubjeQ be proper or 
not, at leaſt it is premature. The intereſts of Ireland muſt cer- 
tainly mean commercial intereſts. To-morrow the final adjuſt- 
ment of our commerce 1s to come on, until after that I think it 
improper to diſcuſs the ſubject, and therefore for the preſent will 
give it a negative. 


The CuaAxcgLTLoR or THE Excuequer faid he thought 
the meaning of the words ſufficiently explicit. He aſked was the 
fact denied ?—No, it was not; it was acknowledged in the ad- 
dreſs. But, faid he, the honourable gentleman wants us to go 
into a committee, to know what the intereſts of Ireland are. 
Does he mean that we are to enter into all that nice diſcuſſion of 
the diplomatique ſyſtem, which employ men, who devote thejs 
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whole lives to the conſideration of treaties? or does he want the 


Houſe of Commons to write a comment upon all the treaties that 
have ever been made? I beg, if the honourable gentleman has 
any particular object in view, he will be ſo good as to point it 
out, that, if poſſible, the Houſe may comply with his de- 


| fires, 


Mr. Coxxv ſaid he was ſorry to ſee the queſtion treated ſo lightly, 
and was very much ſurprized that the laſt right honourable ſpea- 
ker ſhould treat it ſo, who knew the fact, that this moment there 
were before the Britiſh miniſters treaties of commerce conſequent 
to the laſt general pacification. He was ſure, that was that 
right honourable gentleman to let the motion paſs, he would be 
perfectly ſatisfied when he ſhould ſee another which he intend- 
ed to follow it.— I have, ſaid he, no doubt chat his Majeſty will 
keep his word with us, and attend to the intereſt of Ireland, but 
it is our duty to point out thoſe intereſts to his miniſters. How 
are the Britiſh miniſters to know the intereſts of Ireland ? Who is 
to explain them, but Ireland herſelf and the Iriſh Parliament ? Are 
they to ſend to Yorkſhire to be informed of our intereſts in the 
woollen trade? or to Mancheſter, to receive information as to our 
intereſts in the cotton manufacture? Would the right honourable 
gentleman have the intereſts of Ireland ſupported in this man- 
ner? 

Whenever the Engliſ manufacturers have any plan to propoſe 
for the improvement of their trade, they can have immediate ac- 
ceſs to the 453 4g miniſter, who is ready to liſten with attention 
to their requeſts, and anxious to promote every ſcheme of im- 
provement z but here, when a repreſentative of the people deſires 
a committee for the purpoſe of receiving information, which he 
confeſſes he ſtands much in need of, he is told it is irregular, it is 
premature, it is a matter of very great importance, of nice conſi- 
deration, and he therefore mult not enquire into it.— This, Sir, 
is not the language that ought to be uſed now, when we are free, 
and dare to ſpeak of our commercial imtereſts ; formerly, indeed, 
it might have paſſed, when Ireland did notdare to ſpeak of her in- 
tereſts for fear of offending the merchants of Great Britain. 


Sir HERcurESs Lax cRIs uE. Every man muſt approve the 
attention which the honourable gentleman has given to our trade, 


WF and to our commercial intereſts—a ſubje& which he has ſo cloſe- 


ly ſtudied, and which he has ſo greatly at heart—but the words of 
the ſpeech are ſufficiently plain,—What is their obvious meaning, 
that whenever his Majeſty ſhall make a treaty with any tate, he 
will take care that his kingdom of Ireland ſhall participate equal- 
ly with Great Britain, in all the benefits and adyantages of that 
treaty * No parliament nor no man can foreſec what theſe treaties 
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will be. But his Majeſty tells us, that whenever he can procure 
any benefit for his people by treaty, he will ſhare it equally be- 
tween his Britiſh and Iriſh ſubjects. This is clearly his Majeſty's 
meaning, who, like a kind father, intends equal protection and 
indulgence to all his children; and in this ſenſe only, can his gra- 
cious declaration be underſtood. 


Right Honourable LUx E GADI NEX. — The laſt honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke, has anticipated what I would have ſaid 
upon this queſtion.—In my apprehenſion, the words mean, that 
in all future treaties we are to ſtand on, the ſame footing with 
Great Britain; I do not however think the words ſufficiently ex- 
plicit ; I wiſh the ſenſe of them had been conveyed in ſtron 
terms z though ſurely the ſpirit and vis of them is that which has 
been mentioned—that whatever advantages his Majeſty ſhall be 
able to obtain for his Britiſh ſubjeQs, ſhall be equally imparted 
to his ſubjects of Ireland—and J am convinced, that the King will 
take as good care 2s he can of all his people.—Theſe are my 
ſentiments; and I hope in the courſe of the final commercial ad- 
juſtment, to find that I have not been miſtaken, 


The StcreETary oF STATE.—1T conſider this part ef the 
ſpeech as a matter of the utmoſt conſequence. F Indeed I do not 
remember ever to have heard any thing more important to Ireland 
than this gracious declaration on the part of his Majeſty—that our 
intereſt and thoſe of Great Britain, ſhould have an equal place 
in his royal mind. But for what is a committee deſired ? It has 
ever been the practice of this Houſe, when a committee has been 
deſired, if the gentleman deſiring it has refuſed to point out what 
he intended to ſubmit, to refuſe granting a committee, ſuch refu- 
fal being always conſidered as a deciſive reaſon to negative his re- 
queſt : nay, even if an officer has been deſired by = particular 
gentleman to be ordered to attend, and if the reaſon for ſuch at- 


rendance has been demanded and retuſed, that refuſal has —_ | 


been conſidered as ſufficient © cauſe for negativing the requeſt : 
now, in the prefent cafe, no cauſe has been given for the form- 
ing a committee. It is indeed ſaid, it is intended to inftrut mi- 
niſters in the affairs and intereſts of Ireland. The committee might 
then be called a ſchool for miniſters; though I fear they would not 
draw much uſeful knowledge from it. If, indeed, a motion had 
been made that a new edition of Rymer's Foedera, containing all 
the treaties that have been entered into, ſhould be printed at the 
expence of the Houſe, I would not have oppoſed it; but I can- 
not ſee the ſmalleſt poſſible advantage that the country can de- 
rive from the committee now deſired. 

It has been ſaid, that the manufacturers of Ireland have no ac- 


ceſs to the miniiier. 1 am certain that there is not a manufactures 


DIE BATES 83 


jn any part of the kingdom, who ſhould deſire an audience of the 
right honourable gentleman that fits near me, [Mr. Orde, ] or of | 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or of the Firſt Commiſſioner. 
of his Majeſty's revenue, who would not be received with the ut- 
mot attention. | 

My honourable friend will excuſe me, if call this motion ir- 
regular and unparliamentary ; and as ſuch, give it my negative, 


Mr. Foxne$s.—1 beg leave to treſpaſs a ſhort time on the atten- 
tion of the Houſe, to vindicate my friend and myſelf from the idea 
of having lightly called upon their attention to frame a commit- 
tee which was to become a ſchool for miniſters : neither I nor my 
friend dare to intrude upon that office which is ſo ably, ſo ſucceſs- 
fully, and fo profitably filled by the right honourable gentleman 
for theſe laſt twenty-five years of his being ſchool-maſter to every 
exiſting miniſter. We do not venture to break in upon him; he 
has mbnopohized that place, I do not doubt with as much advan- 
tage and ſatisfaction to the community as to his own intereſt. 
have heard it ſaid that great wits have ſhort memories, I never 
heard the fame aſſerted of great men. However they now ſeem 
deſirous to form a new kind of adage, for the latter part has for- 

otten the beginning of the ſpeech, But perhaps this period of the 
ſpcech, which is withed to be the object of a committee, may have 
been intended as a triumph of cumpoſition z perhaps framed by a 
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ce ſchool-maſter: It ends thus, ** It will be your care to cheriſh thoſe 
as ineſtimable bleſſings with that ſpirit and wiſdom which will reader 
en them effectual ſecurities to the ſtrength and proſperity of the em- 
at pire.” This is à pretty, well rounded period, to put us into 
u- good humour—words of courſe, like final adjuſtments, or com- 


mercial regulations. Was it meant to be a ſolemn pledge and a 
ſincete recommendation, or was it not? If the words ih this laſt 
period are words of courſe, thoſe which relate to commercial re- 
gulations are words of courſe too. 

There is as remarkable an oppoſition between the ſpeeches of 
the miniſters of the two kingdoms as there is between their con- 
ducts. Ia the one country it is remarkably prolix, in the other it 


ght is criminally ſhort. The one calls for economy, which is but too 
not well underſtood. Here the miniſter is too well bred to mention à 
lad word that muſt excite our bluſhes; but inſtead of it he mentions 
all the exigencies of the ſtate, which, to the moſt common undet- 


ſtanding, means a draft on the public for ſo much money. In 
freland the turbulence of the people is the favourite ſubject. In 
the . in England chere is not one word of cenſure to Mt. Wy- 
vill for being chairman of the Yorkſhire aſſociation: nor to Mr. Mc. 
Crugar for being Præſes at Edinburgh; nor any attachments 
againſt the latter, though his conduct was notorioully againſt the 
law of the land, againſt the act which eſtabliſhed the union of the 


two kingdoms of England and Scotland, If Mr. Mc. Crugar had 
Vol. IV. H 
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any employment he till continues to enjoy it, while the poor eol- 
lector of Liſburn is put out of office. I beg miniſters not to give a 
bad prognoſtic. The people have long waited with impatience. 
They now humbly ſupplicate for a conſideration of what are their 
intereſts. Are miniſterial merits to be always an exotic, that all 
the warm adulations of the treaſury bench cannot foree a bloſ- 
ſom ? It would be great preſumption in me to take upon mydelt 
to explain the right honourable gentleman's words, but I * 
they are to be taken in the plain and obvious ſenſe; fot 
though an egrideque may be a pleaſant thing in company, 


yet it cannot be a very proper thing upon a ſolemn national oc- 
caſion. 


Sir Joux BIAGVUIERN E. — I perceive ſome gentlemen are about 
to ſpeak Engliſh ſentiments in this Houſe, and that we are to be 
dictated to —— England. I ſhall vote againſt the motion, for I 
think we have nothing to do with paſt treaties. Are we to en- 
quire into the commercial treaties now exiſting? Would he have 
us to plunge into the Baltic ? Would he have us enter the Medi- 


terranean, croſs the Caſpian, and double the Cape, to know what 
we can import from thence ? _ | 


Mr. Coxxv.—Betore I trouble the Houſe with any thing fur- 
ther upon the ſubject, I beg leave to alk the miniſter what the 
meaning of theſe words are, and what do the words, ** common 


tatereſt,” mean? I wiſh to put the queſtion to him plainly and 


Mr. SecxeTAaRY OnDe.—The honourable gentleman has him- 
ſelf given an anſwer to his own queſtion, in explaining the lat- 
ter part of the paragraph the preceding lines want no explanati- 
on. The Houſe has already underſtood them, and replied to them 
in their addreſs, But the intention of the latter lines certainly 
was to declare, that in all future treaties care would be taken that 
Ireland ſbould receive equal benefits with Great Britain, This I 
conſider as one of the great bleſſings derived from our connection 
with England ; nor could I ever have expected that it would prove 
di ſſattsfactory to any one that the king of both countries ſhould 
declare his determination to confer equal advantages on each z 
much leſs could I have imagined that the terms of that declara- 
tion - ſhould be leſs pleafing from not being confned and limited 
in preciſe words. I ſhould rather conſider them as more liberal, 
and capable of conveying more contentment to the nation, from 
being as extenſive and unlimited as poſſible. 

As to opening a committee of parliament, to inſtru& the king 
what treaties he ought to form, this is the firſt time 1 ever hear 
fuch an idea fed. It is not the province of parliament to 
form treaties, but to take advantage of them when formed, and to 
improve their conſequences to the benefit of the nation. Parlia · 
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ment is in that manner called upon to give them operation, and 
when any treaty ſhall be formed I ſhall be ready to ſubmit it to 
their care. 


Mr. Tnomas Box, (of Oldtown.)—Ir ſeems then the ſpeech 
means only to allude to future treaties. Is it then to be thus un- 
derftood ? England has juſt made peace with all the world, and 
ſome fifty years hence, after another war, you ſhall be taken care 
of; but in former treaties not at all. 


Sir Lucius O' BNIEN. I conſidered tie ſpeech to relate to 
paſt as well as future treaties. The conduct of Portugal hath 
been a flagrant violation of them. However, the buſineſs of to- 
morrow will prevent my ſaying any thing of it now z I ſhall poſt. 
pone that until the adjuſtmeni between this country and Great 
Britain 1s at an end, 


Mr. Coxxy.—l find much reaſon to be diſſatisfied wich the 
conduct of adminiſtration. Oppoſition has given them every 
fair ground of advantage, by leaving them every opportunity of 
coming forward with whatever meafures they thought fit for the 
benefit of the nation. The ſpecch divides itſelf into diſtin 

rts, each of which has its miniſter to acknowledge and protect 
it. The exigencies of the nation is therein firſt mentioned, and 
it was the firſt (which indeed has been uſually the caſe) conſider- 
ed and referred to a committee of ſupply, and had its miniſter. 
The ſecond committce was for the adjuitment of commercial re- 
gulatipns, wluch occupied no ſmall portion of the ſpeech, and 
that had its miniſter too; while three ſhort lines diſpatched the 
weighty objects of agriculture, manufactures, and fiſheries z theſe 
had alto their miniſters. One right honourable gentleman has 
taken up the agriculture, and brought in a bill for regulating the 
corn trade : another right honourable gentleman has taken up the 
fiſheries : and a third hath adopted the manufaQtures. S0 alſo, 
in the next paragraph, tie pitiful conſideration, not pitiful in it- 
felf, but pitiful when compared with three other objects, is intro- 
duced in pompI mean the proteſtant charter (ſchools z and it had 
its miniſter too to protect it: The law officer of the crown wiſhed 
to hang up his merit upon that object. I ſhall on another op- 
portunity | 

The ATTorNevy GEeNtRAL.—l have been applied to by the 
governots of the proteſtant charter ſchools, and did not of myſelf 
bring forward the ſubject. 


| Mr. Coxxy,—Well then, the right honourable gentleman hav- 

ing refuſed the merit of that paragraph, withes perhaps, for that 

of the next, though I cannot but wonder at the choice when I 

conſider the incomparable inconſiſtency it contains, In the be- 
I 2 | 
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ginning of the ſpeech it is faid that the law has by its ſalutary 
interpoſition been able to ſuppreſs miſdemeanors, and in the latter 
part, with a happy incongruity, it ſtates the neceſſity of new laws 
to repreſs the miſdemeanors. It is remarkable, however, that the 
right honourable gentleman has never ventured to purſye that 
part of the ſpeech, nor has any perſon ventured to avow the ab- 
ſurdity of being the author of it. Next follows a recommenda- 
tion of uniformity of laws and religion, and the mention of com- 
mercial intereſt in foreign treaties. The firſt is luckily provided 
for. There is one part of the conduct of that law officer which 
has been alread hs up by a noble lord on its true ground, 
(I mean the buſineſs of attachments) and I am glad to find that 
the inquiry is not to be brought on by a lawyer, though 1 feel and 
believe it to be untenable on the ground of law; but I rejoice 
that the enquiry 1s to be brought upon the ground of conſtitution. 
I am ſure the queſtion teems with the worlt kind of illegality—l1 
mean unconſtitutional illegality. 
I have done for the preſent with that ſubjeQ, but ſhall con- 
tinue my obſervations. on the ſpeech. Religion is a ſubject 
which, 1 am happy to ſay, I hope wants no protection; but as 
for the laſt point—the intereſt in foreign treaties—that has been 
left quite deſtitute, no kind miniſter is found to protect itz the 
Charter ſchools have even ſhut their doors againſt the orphan. I 
confeſs I am not ſo weak as to ſuppoſe that equal care will be 
taken of England and Ireland. If this Houſe means to obey his 
Majeſty's commands, (I mean his commands which are juſtifable 
to this Houſe) it ought to take into conſideration that part of the 
ſpeech which relates to their mutual intereſt. It has been ſaid by 
a right honourable gentleman, that there was a prevalence of 
Engliſh opinions in this houſe. It is to guard againſt that pre- 
valence made me urge this queſtion, It would be premature 
to go into the final adjuſtment of our commerce without ſuch a 
committee, becauſe we are unacquainted with the rights of this 
country, as to foreign trade, which muſt conſtitute one great part 


of that adjuſtment. Is the ſorry export of corn to Scotland alone 


an object of enquiry? It makes me doubt the extenſion of the 
navigation act. If this country may have a trade in foreign com- 
modiries, it muſt have ſome idea of what that trade is to be before 
there can be any adjuſtment, If we talk of manufaQures at home, 
we are bid to look to our exports to foreign countries; if we talk 
of foreign trade, we are bid to confine our attention to our induſ- 
try at home. See, (it is ſaid) how your exports of new drapery 
have enereaſed, and your imports of old drapery diminiſhed, Are 
we for ever to be deceived with a pitiful account of new drapery 
and old drapery, toſſed from cup to cup, and hand to hand, jug- 
gling us until we do not know in which of the cups, or which of 
the — the miniſlerial legerdemain has put the trade of the 
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country? The poſtponing the ſtatement of a plan of adjuſtment, 


28 has been the caſe, is an evidence of a very incapable or a very 
idle miniſter, Why were the neceſſary documents not had and 
ready for parliament? Was it that they were not arranged j or 
could it be ſuppoſed that parliament ſhould be put off for want of 
office - copies on ſuch an occaſion, if they had been arranged? 
Could not a few additional clerks be produced? But perhaps I 
am wrong upon this occaſion, fer it is poſſible the clerks may be 
really and virtually the mini//er;—But in ſuch a plan to delay 
for documents, is acknowledging that the miniſter is to go to 
{chool to get his leſſon by heart who could make the delay; at 2 
time too when every body is eager for the ſubject, to put it off 
merely for want of office copies; and now to refuſe to refer that 
which, in my opinion, is the true ground work of the adjuſtment, 
to a committee, makes me ready to ſuſpeRt ſomething like deſign 
ſomewhere. Does the miniſter of Ireland think we will ſwallow 
theſe pitiful paltry ſubterfages ? He may indeed imagine we will; 
but if he will conſult the ſchool-maſter ſpoken of juſt now, he 
will tell him otherwiſe? and ſuch conduct makes me ſuſpect 
ſomething worſe than ignorance, —When, however, that adjuſt - 
ment ſhall be brought forward, I well know the abilities of my 
right honourable friend [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] little 
as he is regarded by the public Here the Houſe fell into a loud 
laugh, which continued for a conſiderable time.] Little regarded 
in compariſon of what he ought to be : I know the battles he has 
fought on the other ſide of the water in favour of the commerce of 
this country, and will bear teſtimony of it, and I expected as much 
from him. I have been aſked, is this Houſe to teach his Majeſty 
how to frame treaties ? Treaties of peace and treaties of com- 
merce are widely diſtin, In the one, it is neceſſary that the 
effuſion of blood ſhould be quickly ſtopped. In treaties of com- 
merce every thing ought to be deliberated. In treaties of peace, 
the more ſpeedy your determinations, the leſs chance of an adver- 
tary knowing how very little you give up, In treaties of com- 
merce, the mutual benefits are to be demonſtrated to make the 
treaty * Mie Queen Anne condeſcended even to conſult 
upon her laſt treaty of peace; the treaty of Utrecht, In the 
American treaty, when the proviſional and preliminary articles 
were referred to the Houſe, one of the remarkable parts of the ad- 
dreſs, (which cannot be forgotten by the right honourable Secre- 
tary who poſſeſſes a ſeat in another legiſlature) in anſwer to his 
Majeſty's meſſage with thoſe treaties, was, ** that the Houſe ſhall 
take care of the joint intereſt of England and Ireland.” Thus 
coupling the — intereſt of England and Ireland in expreſs terms 
with the conſideration of thoſe treaties; and declaring thereby the 
ſenſe of the Houſe, that the two things are neceſſarily to be taken 
into conſideration together and gt one time, And ſhall Ireland, 
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in this reſpeQ, be more negligent of her own intereſt than Great 
Britain heretofore has been for her? To admit this declaration, 
is to neglect her intereſts, and to refuſe to examine into this part 
of the ſubjeQ, though it cannot ſhake the undoubted right of this 
Houſe to call for treaties, and to expreſs their opinions thereupon, 
and if neceſſary to cenſure ſuch miniſters as in the particular caſes 
may have adviſed an inexpedient uſe of his Majeſty's undoubted 
prerog-tive of making peace and war, yet ſuch refuſal certainly 
blinds this Houſe on one fide of the great commercial ſubje&, and 
precludes it from information which no miniſter ought, in duty, 
to refuſe to the repreſentatives of the people in parliament, and 
which no minitter ſhould be ever hardy enough to deny. 

The queſtion being put, and a diviſion demanded, the Houſe 
divided, 

„ Ayes 46 
Noes 127 


Majority 81 


Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Corry and Mr. Forbes. > 
Tellers for the noes, Sir Hercules Langriſhe and Sjr ] 
Parnell. ; | 


The ArTorxry GeNneraAL.—l have come down the two 
preceding days for the purpoſe of making a motion, which I have 
been unfortunately too late to make, and I have been watching 
an opportunity to make it during the honourable gentleman's ha- 
rangue, but have been kept fitting in expectation 3 and now, ſo 
ſoon as I can, I humbly move that a committee be appointed to 
Inquire into the cauſes of the outrages in this city the fal year. 


It paſſed unanimoully. 


Mr. Coxxy.— With regard to the honourable gentleman's be- 
ing kept watching to make a motion, permit me to obſerve, that 
there is an air of bauteur with which that right honourable gen- 
tleman frequently treats this aſſembly, and with which he cer- 
tainly never ought to treat this aſſembly ; and let me aſſure him 
that with me, as one individual of it, he is not likely to gain 
much by the impropriety of that conduct. I wiſh him to have 
full credit for juſt ſo much as is the extent of his deſerts, but 
cannot agree to his aſſuming any farther conſequence over other 
gentlemen than ſuch as merit demands. The world is too enlight- 
ened to take bauteur for conſequence, or airs for diſtinction. Airs 
and pompoſity are too trumpery ware for the public market; they 
may do in light circles, but will not do with men who have had 
no more than even the advantage of his own Charter-ſchools edu- 
cation. I ſtall now, fer once, follow his example, in ſpeaking to 
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the queſtion that has been laſt decided upon; an example which 


neither in this or many other reſpe&s however I ſhall be ambitious 


often to emulate : I now give notice that I ſhall, in order to lay 
them before the Houſe, move, on Mondav next, an humble ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty for copies of the preliminary, proviſional and 
definitive treaties made at and ſince the concluſion of the late war. 


The ATToxNty GENERAL anſwered that he had neither le- 
vity nor hauteur. 


Major DoyLe.—l riſe, Sit, in order to move you for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to enquire into the ſtate of the out- 
penſioners on the eſtabliſhment of Kilmainham; but before I make 
the motion I with to ſay a few words in explanation of its ob- 
jeR, leſt I ſhould be miſconceived, and be ſuppoſed to imply cen- 
ſure where I am confident the greatett praiſe will be found to be 
due l mean in the management of that charity, under the pre- 
ſent reſpeQable directors of it. | 

No, Sir, my object is of a very different complexion, I riſe 
to call the attention of the Houſe to the diſtrefſed and humiliating 
ſituation of a moſt valuable and deſerving deſcription of our fel- 
low-ſubjets—the diſabled and worn-out toldier of the Iriſh army 
upon the eſtabliſhment of Kilmainham hoſpital.— I would not do 
ſo = an injury to the cauſe of exhauſted valour, as to ſtate the 
caſe of thoſe gallant veterans, if it were poſlible that it could ad- 
mit of the ſmalleſt oppoſition. But when I know that their claim 
is founded upon national juſtice and humanity, and that the 
pride, honour, policy, nay, ultimately, the œconomy of the 
nation are intereſted in its ſucceſs, can I, thus ſupported, he- 
ſitate to ſubmit to the Iriſh "parliament the diſtreſſes of the Iriſh - 
ſoldier, who, by having faithfully ſerved his country, is no 
longer in a capacity to ſerve or ſupport himſelf, 

here are, indeed, Sit, many gentlemen, from whoſe profeſ- 
tonal rank and abilities this buſineſs would derive much greater 
weight, and whom J ſhould therefore rather follow than precede ; 
but it happens that thoſe gentlemen are, for the moſt part, go- 
vernors of this very hoſpital, and could not, therefore, with pro- 
priety or delicacy, do juſtice to the admirable arrangement. 
which, under their direction, prevails there; and, moreover, their 
high rank and ſituation might ſubje& them to the imputation of 
being led away by the popularity that muſt follow ſuch a laudable 
act of juſtice. "\'be ubalcern ſituation in which I ſtand removes 
me from thoſe objections; and I feel an honeſt confidence in the 
liberal ſpirit of this Houſe, that it will diſcriminate between the 
merits of the propoſition and the want of weight and ability in the 
propounder, 7 | 5 © 

To the military part of the Houſe it will be little neceſſary to 

enlarge upon the ſubjetct; it has long been to them a ſource of 
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regret, to compare the hard fate of the poor Iriſh ſoldier, difabled 
in the common cauſe, with the happier lot of the more favoured, 
though not more deſerving 2 of his toil. To the reſt 
of the Houſe, particularly thoſe generous patriots who ſo nobly 
armed in their country's cauſe, and who muſt, therefore, pecu- 
liarly ſympathize with the Iriſh ſoldier to theſe, I ſay, it will be 
only neceffary to make known the huwiliating diſtinction that 
exif between the diſabled ſoldiers of the ſiſter kingdom, to enſure 
their unanimous interpoſition in behalf of their brave, but com- 
paratively neglected, countrymen. 

I ſhall reſerve what may be neceſſary to ſay farther on this 
ſubject until the report of the committee, and I have only to 
humbly move, that a committee be appointed to enquire into 
= ſtate of Kilmainham hoſpital, and to report thereupon to the 

uſe,” 


General LurTzer ri. —IT wiſh as well to the buſineſs as any 
one can; but the waiting of three weeks will make it more likely 
to ſucceed, as the governors have it now under conſideration, and 


adminiſtration will aſſiſt. 


Major DoyLe.—lf the honourable gentleman will pledge him- 
ſelf to bring it forward, even in fix weeks, I will moſt willingly 
withdraw my motion, as my only object is to ſerve the poor, 
diſabled veteran. | 


= |; 
Mr. Secretary Obr. Government certainly will, at a future 
period, take it into conſideration ; but I cannot ſpecify any parti- 
cular time at which it will be brought forward. 


Major Do Y. — Sir the riſing of the right honourable gentle- 
man gave me pleaſure, as I conceived him to be a reſponſible 
perſon. ; but as he ſeems to ſhrink from reſponſibility, I cannot 
reconcile it to my feelings, as to the intereſt of the unfortunate 
objects of my motion, to give it up. Sir, I cannot conceive 
how this buſineſs can be confounded with party; for there is not 
2 ſingle vote, or the influence of a vote, among all the pen- 
ſioners of Kilmainham, Is it not cruel that the Pie of three or 
four thouſand deſerving veterans ſhould depend upon the acci- 
dental, local poſition, within thofe walls, of the perſon who 
ſtates their diſtreſſes? I have heard, Sir, that politics had entered 
into the courts of juſtice. I could ſcarce credit it. But is it 
not more extraordinary that they ſhould condeſcend to viſit the 
truckle-bed of infirmity in the Old-Man's-Hoſpital, and wield 
, the crutch of the diſabled ſoldier againſt the Kat of its hap- 


Sir, as the right honourable gentleman will not promiſe his 
aſſiſtance this ſeſlion, and as the next may unfortunately deprive 
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us of the firmneſs and moderation of his adminiſtration, I ſhall on 
Tueſday next, bring forward this buſineſs. 


Mr. Bexe$roxD preſented a petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, 
principal inhabitants and citizens of the city of Waterford, and 
the right reverend the Lord Biſhop, and the reverend the Dean 
and Chapter of the cathedral church of faid city; praying a 

nt of one thouſand pounds, to enable them to compleat the 
rebuilding of the cathedral church of ſaid city. 


Mr. Coax preſented a petition of the merchants, traders 
and other inhabitants of Newry, praying aid to make an harbour 
at a place called Derryoge in the county of Down, 


Mr. Foxes preſented a petition of the mayor, ſheriffs, bur- 
geſſes and commons of the county of the town of Drogheda, and 
of the ſeveral inhabitants of the ſame ; praying a grant of two 
thouſand pounds to deepen the channel of the river Boyne, and 
improve the harbour of Drogheda. 


A petition was preſented from Morley Saunders, Eſq; com- 
laining of an undue election and return for the borough of 
Bal nglaſs, which was ordered to be taken into conſideration on 
Wedneſday the 23d of February. 


Previous to the Speaker's taking the chair this day the com- 
mittee of accounts fat, Mr. Maſon in the chair. 


As the public accounts delivered in on Saturday, January 22, 
came only down to the 25th of March, 1784, as was uſual, ſome 
entlemen wiſhed to have them brought lower ; and on that 
. (January 22) it was ordered by the Houſe that the receipts 
and payments in the treaſury ſhould be brought down an half 
year to Michaelmas, 1784, and one quarter more to Chriſtmas, 
1784, and an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant was voted for that 
purpoſe. On the 31ſt of January the Right Honourable Mr. 
Clements preſented three papers, and on February 1, a fourth, 
which were all referred to the committee of accounts; and the read- 
ing of them and the penſion liſt was the buſineſs of this fitting. 
They were in ſubſtance as follow : | 
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No. X. 


Abftra# of the Receipts and Payments in the Treaſury in half a 
Year, from Lady-day, 1784, to Michaelmas, 1784. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance at Lady-day, 1784, ff. 3s. d. (. „ 4. 
Ordinary revenue - 46794 10 17 
4 


— "0 >. 0099-5. 2 RS we 
Ordinary Revenue, 

Under the ſame heads as in No. I. — 669719 9 64 
Appropriated Funds, 

Under the ſame heads as in No. I. - 97714 9 10 

Total receipts - g60c08 6 3 


PAYMENTS. 


Civil lift - - - 72326 6 84 
Military eſtabliſhment - - = 255510 19 10 
Extraordinaries - 7 202588 2 

Appropriated funds - - 236674 9 1 


Total payments - 767099 18 4; 
Balance in hand 2gth September, 1784 192908 7 vt 
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No. XI. 


4 rad of Receipts and Payments in the Treaſury in ene Quarter, 
from Michaelmas, 1784, to Chriſi mas, 1784. 


0 RECRIPTS. 
Balance at Michaelmas, 1784 J. s. d. . . d. 


Ordinary revenue — — 6004 4&5 
Appropriated duties - — 160152 18 
Total balance + | 192808 3 2 
Ordinary revenue — - — 309882 4 1 
Appropriated funds — „ — "63999 9 2 
Total receipts - - 5655689 17 45 


PAYMENTS. 


Civil liſt — - - - 35011 10 115 
Military eſtabliſhment - - — 104053 12 4 
Extraordinaries =— - 8 8:911 13 22 
Appropriated funds = - - 68194 9 5 
Total payments - - 289176 5 114 

Balance in hand Chriſtmas, 19584 - 277513 11 5 
566639 17 44 
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XII. 


Payments made in the Treaſury Office purſuant to Adi of Parliament, 
in balf @ Year, from Lady-day, 1784, to Michaelmas, 1784 
together with the Arrear remaining undiſcharged. 
Out of 69,2511. 78. 4d. the _— 22. 19654, 
5 * „ 


& 0. 
Foundling hoſpital = = $000 — — 


St. Patrick's hoſpital - 1500 — — 
Marine ſociety - * 3 
Kilkenny college 
Rathfarnbam church = — 400 — — 
Circular road — - A: ms 
Leitrim navigation 245 6 — 
St. Nicholas church, Dublin - 500 — — 
Bounties — 1 10309 5 6+ 
County inirmaries = = 1 
Coal yards * - $93 © 3 
Lotteries — — 5180 — — 


A ſmelting houſe, &c. — — 500 — — 


Remains unpaid of that arrear ; 8 39777 10 7% 


Paid out of the half year's charge N to Michaelmas, 1784, 
. 4. d. „ (. 

Commi ſſioners of accounts 26 3 8 

Lottery — - 


274 5 6 
Coal yards - — 253 12 1 
Carciage of baggage - - be 8 3 
County infirmaries - 0 6. 
Linen manufacture m - GOOD = — 


The ſettlement at Proſperous 25000 — — 
Treafury bills and debentures - 153433 6 8 
Intereſt and annuities - 732 7. 9 


a 


250883 14 93 
29473 16 8. 


Total payments — - 289357 11 6 


Paid of the arrear - — 


*— 


Arrear unpaid of 69,2511. 75. 4d. — — 39777 10 74 
Arrear unpaid of 31,029]. 115. 104 - 2901 11 63 
Total arrear - - 14 


42679 2 
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No. XIII. 


Payments made in the Treaſury-Oſice purſuant to his Majeſly*s Lei- 
ters, in half a Year, from Lady-day, 1784, to Michaelmas, 1784 
together with the Arrear remaining unſatisfied. 


Out of 84,7791. 18. 5 Ad. the arrear at * 
1 . s 
Towards the houſe in the Phenix 


Park - - 5000 — — 
Widening ſtreets in Dublin = 15000 — — 
To purchaſe ground near the houſe 


of lords - - 8001 18 6+ 
To Col. Vallancy = 69 11 1 
To the Earl of Northington - 1631 16 —4 
To the corporation for the poor of 
Dublin — — 1559 12 — 
31262 18 5 


Remains unpaid cf that arrear - 53516 3 — 


84779 1 53 
Out of 63, 1011, 15, 44d. the half year's charge at Michaelmas, 1784. 


* 1 


To che corporation for the poor of 
Dublin — — 5000 — — 


Advance to out- penſioners — 7216 9 10+ 


To Col. Vallancy — 70 7 24 
Repairing the ſtreets of Dublin 2799 7 3 
Charter ichools - 009 — — 
Printing journals of the houſe of 
lords - - — 844 — — 
George Bernard, Eſq; gentleman 
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SaTuRDAY, FrBzuAryY 5, 1785. 


The committee of accounts ſat, and the chairman read the re- 


port to be preſented on Monday, to which the committee agreed, 
and then broke up. | 


When the Speaker had taken the chair, Mr. Tydd preſented to 
the Houſe, according to order, a bill for the reliet of perſons who 
have omitted to qualify themſelves according to law; which was 


received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Monday. 


The SrraxER informed the Houſe that he had received a let- 
ter from Mr. Orde, acquainting him that by a ſevere indiſpoſition 
he was prevented from coming down to the Houſe this day, which 
was the more diſtreſſing to him as he was to communicate mattezs 
of the greateſt importance. 


Mr. Coxxvy aſked if the right honourable gentleman had men- 
tioned any other day ? 


The SECRETARY OP STATE ſaid he had received a note ſimilar 
to the one the Speaker had mentioned, and though no particular 
day was named therein, he was perſuaded the right honourable 


gentleman would came down as ſoon as poſſible, and communi- 
cate what he intended. 


Mr. Coxxy.—lt is never my defire to embarraſs government 
by any teazing or trifling oppoſition. I am very ſorry that any 
indiſpoſition prevents the right honourable gentleman's attendance, 
and will readily allow any reaſonable time for bringing forward 
his plan; but as this is a buſineſs of vaſt importance, there is a 
neceſlity for the Houſe to know the preciſe day, as it is a matter 
that concerns the whole country; for which reaſon gentlemen 
ſhould come prepared. 


The CHanceLLoR or THE Excuytquer ſaid he had juſt 
left Mr. Orde; ang aſſuted the Houle that he was ſo hoarſe with 
à cold, that if he were now attempting to deliver his ſentiments 
in his place, no gentleman could hear him; that he hoped to 
come down on Monday on this buſinefs, 


Mr. HaxTLEy.—lt may eaſily be judged of what importance 
the buſineſs that was to have come on is, from the crouds it has 
— but whilſt I lament the Right Honourable Secretary's 
illneſs, which renders it impoſſible for him to ſay poſitively when 
he can come down, 1 comfort myſelf that his abſence can be of 
little moment in this caſe, if it ſhould continue after Monday, as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer is a gentleman ſo well qualified 

to act for him, and give as full an account of what is intended. 
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It is of ſuch conſequence to out manufactutes, and to the whole 
nation, that it ought not to be delayed, eſpecially as the right 
honourable gentleman is more than able to ſupply the place of 
any member in the Houſe. 


The CranceLoR or THE Excnyrquer thanked him for 
his good opinion, but begged to he excuſed; and added, that to 
his certain knowledge adminiſtration were as eager as pcſlible to 
communicate to the public the propoſed plan, 

The order for the Houſe going into a committee on that bu- 
ſineſs was poſtponed *till Monday. 


The Right Honourable GzoxGe OcLe preſented a petition 
of the miniſter, church-wardens and proteſtant inhabitants of the 
pariſh of Enniſcorthy, in the county of Wexford, praying a grant 
of 700!. to enable them to rebuild their pariſh church; which was 
read and referred to a committee. 


A petition of the clerk, clerk aſſiſtant, ſerjeant at arms, com- 
mittee clerks, journal clerk, clerk of the engroiſ.nents, and deput 
ſerjeant at arms attending the Houſe, was preſented to the Houle 
and read; praying ſuch conſi deration for their attendance and 
ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament as che Houſe ſhall think fit. 


A petition of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry 
and other uſeful arts, praying aid, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read. | 


A petition of the back-door keepers attending the Houſe, pray- 
ing recompence for their attendance this ſeſſion of parliament, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Charles Chadwick, of Newmarket, in the county 
of Clare, cotton manufaCturerz praying aid to improve and 
extend the cotton manufacture, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, 


A petition of John Tydd, Eſq; paymaſter of the premiums 
granted for the inland carriage of corn and flour to the city of 

ublin ; praying the Houſe to grant him ſuch recompence as they 
{ball think fit, br his additional and extraordinary trouble and 
expences for the beneſit of the public in the execution of the ſaid 
otice, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Henry Smyth, deputy paymaſter of the premiums 
granted for the inland carriage of corn and flour to the city of 
Dublin; praying the Houſe to grant him compenſation for his 
care, trouble, and expence, in making out the accounts laid by him 
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before the Houſe in purſuance of their order, was preſented to 
the Houſe and read. | 


A petition of certain artificers, conſumers of ſteel and iron 
wire, praying that the duty granted laſt ſeſhon of parliament on 
the importation of all ſteel and iron wire into this kingdom ſhould 
be diſcontinued, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


ALDER MAN W anknn preſented a petition of the lord mayor, 
ſberiffs, commons and citizens of Dublin, praying a grant of 
3,500l. to enable them to carry on the ballaſt office wall. 


The Right Honourable Joux BeatsrorRD.—No man is a 
greater friend to the undertaking, nor more willing than I to 
concur in ſo uſeful a deſign as the improvement of the harbour 
of Dublin ; but that every conſideration obliges me to oppoſe the 
farther waſte of public money, as the ballaſt committee or ſome 
time has not given full ſatisfiQionrelative to former expenditures 
They have failed to give an account to the privy council, in 
breach of an expreſs act of parliament ; they have not given a ſa- 
tisfactory account to the committee of this Houſe, nor to the 
commilhoners of accounts; and for theſe reaſons I had ſerious 
thoughts of moving to have the execution of this work taken from 
the preſent perſons hands and put into thoſe who would execute 
It with care and judgment, as was the caſe when the former 
committee had it in hand. They who firſt projected the work 
carried it on in a manner that deſerved the praiſe of their country; 
but falling of late years into other hands the funds have been 
idly ſquandered, and the whole buſineſs moſt ſhamefully miſ- 
managed. 


The petition was referred to a committee, 


Mr. ConoLLy.—l have in my hand a petition from a right 
honourable member of this Houſe, a character of whoſe worth 
and public ſpirit none is unacquainted—a man who has been ever 
a thorough friend to the trade and intereſts of Ireland. I wiſhed 
for a full Houſe to preſent this peticion in, and the expected buſi- 
neſs has happily procured one. 

This petition differs from almoſt all others, for though it aſks 
for a confiderable ſum of money, to carry on a plan of the greateſt 
utility, yet the petitioner is willing to give an equal ſum, that 
is 29,000]. out of his private fortune, to carry it on. I therefore 
move that the petition be now received, — referred to a com- 
nuttee. 

The petition, which was that of the Right Honourable William 
Conyngham,' was then read by the clerk, ſetting forth that great 
thoa's of herrings frequented the iſles of Arran and the Roles, 
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on the coaſt of Donegal, in the winter ſeaſon, where they were 
caught moſtly by boats, from the owners of whom the ſhips pur- 
chaſed them; but that there was not a ſufficient number of boats 
employed to take advantage of the abundance that was to be had, 
for want of ſtore-houſes and other neceſſaries, as well as habita- 
tions for the employed ia taking and curing the fiſh; accommoda- 
tions for the veſſels that frequented the coaſt, docks for building 
boats, &c. which inconveniencies had hitherto prevented the 
progreſs of this great fiſhery ; and that the petitioner, to obviate 
all theſe difficulties, was determined to devote an eſtate of 
1000l. per annum, to raiſe thereupon a ſum not exceeding 
20,0001. if parliament would grant a like ſum to the ſame pur» 


pole. _ 
Mr. Fos TER ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Gaxpines.—l roſe at the ſame time with the laſt right 
honourable gentleman, being ambitious to ſecond the motion z 
for though I am long acquainted with the liberality and public 
ſpirit of the petitioner, 7 gen” not have conceived any thing 
more noble than the preſent offer; and would only obſerve upon 
it, that one of the firſt national objects is the fiſheries of the king- 
dom, as from them we are not only to expect wealth, but the 
protection of a navy, by affording a ſource of ſeamen to man it. 


Sir JouN PARNELL.—lI with to bear my teſtimony of plea- 
ſure at the very generous offer made by my right honourable 
friend, and I think it ſhould be adopted, — it may coſt 
the nation, out of a true principle of cou my. What can be 
greater &conomy than in laying out a part of the public money 
at preſent, to ſecure an inexhauſtible ſource of wealth for the 
future? What cau be greater economy than in erecting towns 
where there are none now, and ſpreading population in a part of 
the kingdom now almoſt a deſert? And what can be greater c 
nomy than 1n providing a nurſery for ſeamen, the beſt defence 
of our country, againſt foreign enemies. But, Sir, we are called 
to pay a particular attention to this petition, as it comes before 
us in an entire new mode. We have had frequent applications for 
parliamentary aids, but never 'till now did we fee a petitioner 
offer a conſiderable part of his own property to promote his object; 
let us then eſtabliſh this precedent, that it may be hereafter fol- 
lowed by thoſe who may ſolicit public aid. 


Mr. BexFsronm,—The plan propoſed by the right honour- 
able gentleman ſeems to be the belt 1 — for the 
advancement of our North Weſt tiſheries, and as ſuch I give it 
my moſt heafty concurrence. The right honourable gentleman 
near me [Mr. Foſter] and I, when we were lately in London, 
converſed frequently with ſome Engliſh merchants, who were 
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willing to employ large capitals in our fiſheries ; but when they 
began to make atrial, and ſent their agents to begin the trade at 
the Roſſes, they were deterred from proceeding, by finding the 
country deſolate, without any kind of accommodation, not even 
a hut for many miles, and were ſo much diſguſted that they would 
not make a ſecond voyage. If, therefore, we would not abandon 
this mine of wealth, we muſt provide accommodations for thoſe 
who would reſort to it, which cannot be done more effeQually 
than by adopting the liberal plan now before us, 

The petition was referred to a committee, and the Houſe 


- adjourned. 


2 


Moxpay, FeBxvuary 7, 1785. 
The committee of accounts far, and compleated their report. 


The Houſe refolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
to take into conſideration a bill to encourage the building of houſes, 
and making other improvements on church-lands, and to prevent 
dilapidations; and Mr. Maſon reported from the committee, that 
they h4d gone through the bill without any amendment. It was 
ordered, that the bill be engroſſed. 


A petition of certain wire - workers and manufacturers of the city 
and liberties of Dublin: praying the Houſe to continue the duty 
on the importation of foreign wire into this kingdom, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of the miniſter, church-wardens and principal inha- 
bitants of the pariſh of Rathfarnham, in the dioceſe of Dublin; 
praying a grant of zool. to enable them to finiſh the building a 
church, in the faid pariſh, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of the woollen and worſted manufacturers of the city 
and liberties of Dublin; praying the Houſe to grant ſuch duties 
as will effectually protect our manufactures, and ſecure a prefer- 
ence to us of our raw material, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read. 


Several accounts were laid before the Houſe, concerning the 
expenditure of money granted for bounties, building churches, 
piers, &c. &c, 


A petition of the governors and guardians of the hoſpital for 
relief of poor lying-in women; praying aid to enable them to 
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finiſh the additional buildings already begun at the Rotunda, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Edward Cheſhire, of Drogheda, cotton manu- 


facturer, praying aid to improve and extend the ſaid manufatture, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, 


A petition of Cornelius Marſhall, and John Cochran, of Cale- 
don, in the county of Tyrone, cotton manufacturers, praying aid 


to improve and extend the ſaid manufacture, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read. — 


A petition of James Philips, ſilk, gauze and thread manufac- 
turer, praying aid to improve and extend the ſaid manufatture at 


Rathmore, in the county of Kildare, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, 


A petition of Bolton Lee, of Newtown, in the county of Wa- 
terford, and Bartholomew Rivers, of the city of Waterford, Efqrs. 
388 for erecting a pier in the bay of Tramore, in the coun- 
ty of Waterford, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of the governors of the Foundling Hoſpital and 
Work-houſe, praying aid to carry on the important purpoſes of 
that uſeful inſtitution, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 


Mr. HENRY Lor r us preſented the report of the commiſſioners 
of impreſt accounts; he ſaid he hoped that their care and diligence 
would receive the approbation of parliament, Notwithſtandin 
they bad not been able to bring to account all perſons who bad 
received grants of public money, yet they had done a good deal; 


and he truſted their exerttons would contribute to prevent the 
future waſte of the nation's treaſure. 


The CHaNnctLLOR oF THE ExcHEquer beſtowed much 
praiſe on the commiſſioners of accounts, for their great care and 


diligence in the important buſineſs ſubmitted to them, and moved 
that their teport ſhould be printed. 


Mr. Coxxvy.—l truſt that the propoſition which I intended to 
have brought forward will not be conſidered as of light importance 
becauſe I did not preſs it on the Houſe. I have too a great de- 
ference for the Right Hon. Secretary, and am too ſenſibly impteſ- 
ſed with the conſequence of the buſineſs of the day, to propoſe 
any thing which might interfere between an object of ſuch magni- 
tude and the attention of the Houſe. I ſhall, therefore, forbear 
offering any thing on this day to the Houſe, or until that buſineſs 
"_ be -— pans of; but 1 hope that, to-morrow, I ſhall be at 
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liberty to make my motion reſpeRing the ſeveral treaties I men- 
tioned on Friday laſt, 


A motion was then made, that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into 
a committee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration that 
part of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech which relates to 
an adjuſtment of trade and commerce between Great Britain and 
Ireland, which being carried, and the Solicitor-General having 
taken the chair, 


Mr. SecxeTAary Orpe moved that the following paragraph 
ſhould be read from the ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion: 


« ] am to recommend, in the King's name, to your earneſt 
inveſtigation thofe objects of trade and commerce between Great- 
Britain and Ireland which have not yet received their complete 
adjuſtment. In framing a plan, with a view to a final ſettlement, 
you will be ſenſible that the intereſts of Great Britain and Ireland 
ought to be for ever united and inſeparable z and his Majeſty 
relies on your liberality and wiſdom for adopting ſuch an equita- 
ble fyſtem, for the joint benefit of both countries, and the ſup- 
port of the common intereſt, as will ſecure mutual fatisfaQtion 
and permanency.“ 


Mr. SecxeETARY OrDe.—l muſt apologize for the detay that 
has unavoidably ariſen in framing and bringing forward the reſo- 
lutions which I am now about to ſubmit to the conſideration of 

the committee : I confeſs my own inability to do juſtice to a 
meaſure of ſuch vaſt importance as they contain, and | throw my- 
felf upon the candour and genetoſity of the committee, while I 
attempt to ſtate the plan for a final adjuſtment, which I truſt will 
be found conſonant to the tenor of the fpeech, ard the deſire of 
the nation; and it is a great conſolation to me that the good wiſhes 
of every liberal-minded perſon muſt go along with me, For my- 
ſelf, Sir, I have undertaken a buſineſs of ſo much magnitude, be- 
cauſe I would not ſeem to ſhrink from my duty, which, however 
rſonally diſtreſſing to me, has many circumſtances of ſatisfaction 
in it, and chiefly that I act in conformity to the wiſhes of chis 
Houſe ; and I am confident that the meaſure I have to propoſe is 
directed to the eſſential welfare of the country. | 
I am relieved alſo, in a great degree, from the weight cf per- 
ſonal anxiety, by the conſideration of the aſſiſtance 1 ſhall receive 
to make amends for my deficiency, To the councils and guidance 
of thoſe gentlemen to whom I allude, 1 feel a pride to ac- 
knowledge my warmeſt obligations; to them indeed I am much 
indebted, and on them I ſhall depend for the farther favour of 
ng any miſtake, or explaining any obſcurity, which I may 
into. 1 


| 
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The ſucceſs of which I am chiefly ambitious, is to make it 
appear that the object of the king's miniſters. has been to 
prove a real attention to ſo important a ſubject, upon a ſyſtem 
of general benefit, in which the intereſts of Ireland have been 
conſidered with an affectionate liberality. 

In my particular ſituation, Sir, however I would wiſh to avoid 
obtruding myſelf upon the Houſe, yet I think it neceſſary to 
ſay a word for my former reſerve, which aroſe merely from a fear 
of offering any thing not fully confidered, and reduced to order. 
] feel a duty and attachment to both countries—to the country 
from whence I came—and to this in which I have the honour of 
an oſtenſible fituation—and I declare, that while I remain here, 
[ hope to prove myſelf as earneſt, as anxious, as determinedly 
zealous an advocate for the fair pretenſions of Ireland, as any 
Iriſh citizen whomſoever. | 

I addreſs myſelf earneſtly to this committee, which has, I am 
ſure, decided upon the baſis that ſhould ſupport the fabric, ſacred 
to conciliation and reciprocity of intereſts. ] call confidently 
upon you to aſſiſt in cementing thoſe materials which appear beſt 
ſuited to give ſtrength and ſolidity to all the parts, and to work 
over ita covering of perpetual ſhelter againſt the capricious Gueſts 
of jealouſy and intereſtedneſs, while the united labouts of both 
nations ſhall be employed in completing the execution. We now 
ſtand at the door of the temple of commercial concord—let us 
then caſt aſide all narrow and ungenerous prejudices, and carry 
into it only the offering of harmony and affection.— Let our 
prayer be for mutual ſucceſs, and our hope of reward be the 
general proſperity. 

From my heart I can never believe that there can be now any 
inauſpicious croakings of individual intereſt, or even of national 
partiality, diſtinct from the welfare of the empire. 

This is not the ſeaſon to portend a principle ſo injurious to the 
character and good ſenſe of this country, as that the welfare of 
Ireland is to be ſought for only in partial attention and excluſive 
proviſions for her own miſtaken encourazement ; ſhe will now 
cheriſh the generous object of promoting the ſtrength and proſpe- 
rity of the empire upon the ground of mutual benefits. Coinciding 
thus with the wiſhes of Great Britain, who, 1 am free to declare, 
and forward to aſſert, does not defire to receive or give ws 
conceſſion or accommodation that ſhall not be for the real intere 
and advantage of both countries; the event, I truſt, will prove 
the beſt refutation of the ſeditious papers in which not only 
Great Britain, but this Houſe, was calumniated and miſrepre- 
ſented z they were indeed calculated to impoſe upon popular 
credulity, and anſwer the purpoſes of men who are alike enemies 
to England and to Ireland. But the hour of deluſion being paſt, 
we may proceed without danger of miſrepreſentation, 
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Give me leave, Sir, here to advert to the exprefſions of this 
Houſe, in that addreſs which received an unanimous approbation 
at the cloſe of laſt ſeſſion, and which recommends “ a plan for 
a liberal arrangement of commercial intercourſe between Great 
Britain and Ireland, formed upon the broad baſis of reciprocal 
advantage, as the moſt effectual means of ſtrengthening the empire 
at large, and cheriſhing the common intereſt and brotherly af- 
fection of both kingdoms.” I defire that part of the addreſs 
from this Houſe may be read. [It was then read to the above 
purport.] I defired this part of the addreſs to be read, as it is 
a foundation for the propoſitions which I ſhall offer to the Houſe, 
In the inveſtigation of this important and complicated fubject, 
thoſe principles have been our guide, and we have fought to 
adapt them as well to the detail of the great outline of the adjuſt- 
ment. Where mutual zeal and good will animate the endeavours 
on both fides to obtain the fame object, the ſimpleſt line is that 
which may be choſen with greateſt ſafety and ſucceſs; and I truſt 
it will appezr that 2s Ireland gave her word for cheriſhing the 
common intereſt and brotherly affect'on of both kingdoms, his 
Majeſty's ſervants have ſtudied ſo to frame the propoſitions as to 
meet the general ſenſe, conhdent that the ſame ſpirit will induce 
the Britiſh parliament to adopt the like views. 

His Majeſty has to both countries ſpoken the ſame gracious 
language, and as the anſwers of both have breathed the ſame 
ſpirit of concord and affection, we have now only to attend to 
the ſucceſsful accompliſhment of the general wiſh. And firſt, 
we are to provide for the freedom of intercourſe, and the unfet- 
tered communication of merchandize, between both countries, 
I addreſs myſelf to an aſſembly, the repreſentatives of a nation 
warm with generous feelings, and diveſted of narrow partialities z 
I call upon them to recollect and give indulgence to the force 
of long-accuſtomed enjoyment. They will, however intereſted 
in the change of policy, make allowance for the conſtant ſolici- 
tude with which Great Britain has guarded for herſelf a prefer- 
ence in the laws of navigation; they will attend to the very early 

iod at which this principle was formed, and by what ſteps it 
kb ſinee gathered ſtrength ; they will form a judgment of the 

ce of blood and treaſure with which ſhe had ſettled her 
colonies, and how naturally ſhe might look with anxiety to them 
as objects of her peculiar care. They will then deſcend to a 
period very little removed from the preſent, when in the greateſt 
need of every —_—_ ſource of aſſiſtance and ſupport ſhe liſtened 
to their requeſts, 
and imparted to Ireland a participation of this excluſive trade. 
This Houſe received the gift with due acknowledgment, and 
juſtly greeted the omen, the happy preſage of that victory which 

elf- 


affeCtion has ſince obtained over ſelf-intereſt and prejudice, 


relaxed the principle of intereſted jealouty, 


DEB AT E-$, 119 


The moment I truſt is come when that victory will be made 
complete, when the reſer vation even of a juſt preference will be 
given up, in addition to the conceſſions analy granted, and 
thereby every obſtacle will be removed, to the full interchange 
of the commodities of the world. It is not my purpoſe to attempt 
in this place a detail of the advantages to be derived from the 
adoption of this propoſition ; you will meaſure them by your 
anxiety for obtaining them z and the ſame principle which, on 
the part of Great Britain, induced the ſacrifice of a partial intereſt 
to the great object, a generous reciprocity, will influence your 
eſtimation and acknowledgment of her unequivocal liberality, 
a liberality highly worthy of imitation, by which ſhe gives up 
her old partiality to the navigation laws z thoſe laws for the main- 
tenance of which ſhe has laviſhed ſo much blood and treaſure. 

The next conſideration which preſents itſelf is the adjuſtment 
of duties upon the commodities of the two countries, for their 
communication of a mutual ſupply : Thoſe equitable principles 
of commerce were formerly not well underſtood ; impoſs have 

been laid upon goods in their paſſage from one diſtrict of the 
| ſame country to another; partial reſtrictions have been tried as 
the means of giving ſucceſs to partial favour ; but local partialities 
have by experience been found to occaſion general diſtreſs and 
impoveriſhment, with advantage only to a few intereſted mono- 

liſts, Wiſer have been thoſe ſpeculations, and more fortunate 
or the public has been the praQtice, where a community of 
intereſts has encouraged a competition of induſtry; and it might 
even be doubted whether between rival ſtates there is not more of 

litical prejudice than commercial wiſdom, in ſuppoſing the 
ſtrength of the one to be the conſequent weakneſs of the other, 
which have introduced maxims of mutual prohibition and 
excluſion, 

It will be readily admitted here, that in whatever relates to 
general proſperity Great Britain and Ireland ſhould be conſidered 
23 one country; the ſtrength and wealth of the one is the ſtrength 
and wealth of the other; I am confident, therefore, that in pro- 
poling upon this part of the ſubje& an adjuſtment, which by 
the deſtruRion of unequal ſelfiſh preferences may ſet up a ſyſtem 
of equal intercourſe, I ſhall be juſtified in my idea, both of the 
wiſhes and real intereſts of this kingdom. 

| venture again to repeat my firm belief that Great Britain will 
be diſpoſed to looſen her reſtraints, and to remoye her diſtinctions, 
however ſtrongly, from the ſtate of internal burdens, ſhe may ſtill 
be ſenſible of the necellity which has made her adhere, with an ap- 
parent percinacity, to the plan of excluſive encouragement to 
ſome of her manufaQtures ; and with cordial ſentiments of affec- 
tion and confidence ſhe will be ready to ſacrifice the benefits in 
ker ſeparate poſſeſſion to the more enlarged defire of participating 
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them with a ſiſter kingdom. I form only a true ſentiment of the 
mutual ſenſe of attachment in this nation, when I preſume to 
rely upon your generous conſideration, as well of her difficulties 
as of her liberality, it will, therefore, be unneceſſary for me to 
dwell upon thoſe objects of apprehenſion which, in the eyes of 
a leſs liberal nation might be magnihed, inſtead of removed, upon 
the view of opening a — participation of trade upon equal prin- 
ciples, while ſhe is aware of the preferable commercial ſituation 
of Ireland, of the comparative cheapneſs of its neceffaries, and 
the conſequent diminiſhed price of its labour, alarming heretofore 
to every Britiſh merchant and manufacturer; nor can ſhe conſider 
as advantages of longduration to her the preſent difference reſultin 

from ſuperior capitals, and perhaps ſuperior habits of induſtry = 
invention. Theſe are circumftances which will diminiſh every 
year, which may even be transferred to this country, which [ 
might almoſt venture to ſay you yourſelves may command, by 
a mere endeavour to take a true advantage of your fituation ; by 
inſpiring ſentiments of induſtry, tranquillity and contentment 
through the country; by baniſhing tumult and diſſention from 
the land; by pointing out the true ſources of happineſs and im- 
portance to every individual; and bv ſubjeQing the frenzy of 
political, to the wiſdom of commercial regulation, | 

The firſt reſolution that I ſhall take the liberty of ſubmitting is 
a general one, deciaratory of the principle upon which the plan 
of adjuſtment is to be formed: it is this: f 

I. Reſolved, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that it is highly important to the general intereſt of the Britiſh 
empire that che trade between Great Britain and Ireland be en- 
couraged and extended as much as poſſible; and for that purpoſe, 
that the intercourie and commerce be finally ſettled and regulated 
on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of 
both countries.” 

This is meant only as an introduQtory propoſition; but before 
I enter into the reit, I beg leave to ſay this, with regard to the 
foreign and domeſtic trade, Great britain and Ireland ſhall have 
the ſame advantages, and be ſubjected to the ſame duties; that 

ſuch a bond of affection may ſubſiſt between the two countries 
as, lThope, will be indiſſoluble. \ | 

The ſecond reſolution that I ſball offer, and which is in fact 
the firſt of regulation, is this: 

II. Reſolved, “ l hat it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards carrying into full effect fo deſirable a ſettlement, it is fit 
and proper that all articles, not the growth or manufacture of 
Great britain or Ircland, ſhould be imported into each kingdom 
from the other reciprocally, under the fame regulations, and at 
the ſame duties, if ſubject to duties, to which they are liable 
when imported direQly from the place cf their growth, product 


Bo 2:9 A TS 121 


or manufacture; and that all duties originally paid on importation 
into either country reſpectively, ſhall be fully drawn back on 
exportation to the other.“ 

I hope this will meet the entire approbation of the Houſe, and 
that there cannot poſſibly be one diſſentient voice, 

The committee will perceive that this for ever aboliſhes the un- 
favourable conſtruction of the navigation at, The Britiſh market 
is now open to the ſubjects of Ireland, and they may ſupply it on 
the ſame terms that it 1s ſupplied by the Britiſh merchants them- 
ſelves ; there will no longer be any reſtraint on ſpeculation, that 
powerful ſtimulative to commercial vigour, Ireland, from her 
happy ſituation, may become an emporium of trade, and even 
Great Britain may ſupply herſelf from her markets, It will open 
a large field for ſpeculation, and give it encouragement. Your 
coaſt will be open to ſhips from foreign ports, and-you will have 
an extenſive demand for home conſumption ; And we ſhould take 
into conſideration the great degree of credit which this meaſure 
will give this country, by bonding all duties to the time of fale.— 
This, Sir, will give Ireland the advantage of a more extenſive 
credit; and her merchants, by bonding the duties on direct im- 
portation, may be the better enabled to accommodate their cuſ- 
tom ers in time. 

Great Britain had formerly the advantage of an abatement of 
one-half cuſtom on plantation goods, and one-third more of cuſ- 
tom on foreign goods from the place of their growth: by this 
means ſuch goods paid leſs, and would be fold cheaper coming. 
through Great Britain than from the immediate place of their 
growth z this is now ſurrendered, and will prove a great encou- 
ragement to a direct trade with foreign parts, 

The duty on foreign goods re-exported is by this reſolution 
drawn back, which effectually protects Ireland from Great Bri- 
tain's raiſing a revenue upon her, by laying duty of importation 
upon exportation, and thus loading the conſumption, I cannot 
avoid taking notice of the paſt conduct of ſome in this country 
when a non-importation agreement was entered into. It might 
have excited a ſpirit of reſentment, and occaſioned the linen ma- 
nufacture to be laid under ſome reſtrictions, 

The third reſolution, and which admits into each country the 
produce or manufacture of the other, either free or upon equal 
duties, is this: 

III. Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that for the ſame purpoſe it is proper that no prohibition ſhould 
exiſt in either country againſt the importation, uſe or {ale of any 
article, the growth, product or manufacture of the other; and 
that the duty on the importation of every ſuch article, if ſubject 
to duty in either country, ſhould be preciſely the ſame in the one 
country as in the other, except where an addition may be neceſ- 
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fary in either country, in conſequence of an internal duty on 
any ſuch article of its own conſumption,” 

Thus every cauſe of alarm is removed, the danger of loſing 
the Britiſh market for our linens is for ever done away, and this at 
a time when the violence and indiſcretion of ſome men in Ireland, 
who have by a non-importation agreement endeavoured to ex- 
clude Britiſh manufaQuures, might juſtly be ſuppoſed to rouſe the 
reſentment of Engliſhmen ; yet by this Great Britain is for ever 
deprived of the power of retaliating. This amicable adjuſtment 
may alſo open a more extenſive market for Iriſh manufaQures in 
England. 'The tabbinets and poplins of Ireland are there highly 
eſteemed; and time with induſtry will enable the Iriſh artificer to 
ſend other goods in which his ingenuity may enable him to excel, 
At this day how large a portion of what Great Britain takes from 
Ireland is of Iriſh produce? How ſmall a portion of what Ireland 
takes from Britain is produced there? On which fide then lies 
the benefit ? | 

The fourth reſolution is : 

IV, Reſolved, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that in all caſes where the dutics on articles of the growth, pro- 
duct or manufacture of either country are different on the impor- 
tation into the other, it would be expedient that they ſhould be 
reduced in the kingdom where they are the higheſt to the amount 
payable in the other; and that all ſuch articles ſhould be export- 
able from the kingdom into which they ſhall be imported as free 
from duty as the ſimilar commodities or home manufacture of the 
ſame kingdom.” 

By this Great Britain abandons all jealouſies for her own ma- 
nufactures, relinquiſhing thoſe high duties by which ſome manu- 
factures of Ireland were prohibited, while her own manufaQures 
coming here pay the ſame duties as formerly, 

The fifth reſolution is : 

V. Reſclved, ** That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that for the ſame purpole it is alſo proper that in all cafes where 
either kingdom ſhall charge articles of its own conſumption with 
an internal duty on the manufacture, or a duty on the material, 
the ſame manufacture, when imported from the other, may be 
charged with a farther duty on importation to the ſame amount 
as the internal duty on the manufacture, or to an amount adequate 
to countervail the duty on the material; and ſhall be entitled to 
ſach drawbacks or bounties on exportation as may leave the 
ſame ſubject to no heavier burden than the home made manufac- 
ture; ſuch further duty to continue ſo long only as the internal 
conſumption ſhall be charged with the duty or duties to balance 
which it ſhall be impoſed, or until the manufacture coming from 
the other kingdom ihall be ſubjected there to an equal burden, not 
drawn back or compenſated on exportation.” 
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This is neceſſary to preſerve the internal revenue of Great 
Britain, by making ſimilar goods from Ireland liable to the fame 
duties that the Britiſh ſubject pays for his home conſumption on 
candles, ſoap, leather, &c. but at the ſame time the goods of this 
country may be imported and conſumed in England as cheap as 
their own native produce, and will, upon exportation, be entitled 
to the fame drawback as Britiſh goods would be. 

The fixth reſolution is: 

VI. Refolved, ** That it is the opinion of tl. is committee, that 
in order to give permanency to the ſettlement now intended to be 
eſtabliſhed, it is neceſſary that no prohibition, or new or additi- 
onal duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in either kingdom on the 
importation of any article of the growth, product or manufac- 
ture of the other, except ſuch additional duties as may be requi- 
ſite to balance duties on internal conſumption, purſuant to the 
foregoing reſolution.” f 

his reſolution eſtabliſhes the permanency of the ſettlement, 
by preventing all encroachments _— or ſubverſion of the princi- 
ples upon which it is founded, by any future circumſtances, 
Linens now duty free will for ever continue ſo in Great Britain; 
articles imported on a ſmall duty will continue ſo; the duty on 
coals to Ireland can never be raiſed ; and encouragement is given 
to the diſcovery or invention of new produce, as our exports to 
Great Britain cannot be excluded, or overcharged with a duty to 
which they are not liable at this day. 

The ſeventh reſolution is: 

VII. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of thiscommittee, that 
for the ſame purpoſe itis neceſſary farther, that no prohibitions, or 
new or additional duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in either 
kingdom on the exportation of any article of native growth, pro- 
duct or manufacture, from thence to the other, except ſuch as 
either kingdom may deem expedient from time to time upon corn, 
meal, _ flour and biſcuit; and alſo except where there now 
exiſts any prohibition which 1s not reciprocal, or any duty which 
13 not equal in both kingdoms, in every which cate the prohibi- 
tion may be made reciprocal, or the duties raiſed ſo as to make 
them equal.“ | 

This reſolution eſtabliſhes the ſame principle of permanency 
upon exportation, but the exception ſecures us from the ill conſe» 
quence of exporting corn in time of icarcity. 

The eighth reſolution is: 

VIII. Reſolved, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for the ſame purpoſe it be neceſſary that no bounties whatſoever 
ſhould be paid or payable in either kingdom on the exportation of 
any article to the other, except luch as relate to corn, meal, malt, 
flour and biſcuit, and ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, or 
compenſation for duties paid; and that no bounty ſhould be grant- 
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ed in this kingdom on the exportation of any article imported 
from the Britiſh plantations, or any manufacture made of ſuch 
article, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar bounty is payable in Britain 
on exportation from thence, or where fuch bounty is merely in 


the nature of a-drawback, or compenfation of, or for duties paid 


over and above any duties paid thereon in Britain.” 

This is a guard to you againſt forcing a ſuperiority in any arti- 
cle, by bounty on exportation to your own market; the exce 
tion of corn is advantageous ; for in ſcarcity it enables Great Bri- 
tain to ſell cheaper, which will alſo have the effect of bringing 
down the price on the foreign importation.— If a ſcarcity ſhould 
happen in Great Britain, and a ſurplus is here, you can, by boun- 
ty, underſel the foreign, and encourage your own agriculture, 
which is now become ſuch a capital object that the exportation of 
oats only is a ſource of very great wealth to Ireland, —The exten- 
ſion of thoſe proviſions to the colonies is but juſt. Great Britain has 
opened that trade to you, and only deſires that you may not, by 
bounties, be enabled to ſupplant her in the ſale of her own plan- 
tation goods in foreign markets. But if Great Britain ſhould give 
any bounty, it will be in your power to equalize the ſame, 

The ninth reſolution is: 

IX. Reſolved, © That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it is expedient, for the general benetit of the Britiſh empire, that 
the importation of articles from foreign ſtates ſhould be regulated 
from time to time in each kingdom, on ſuch terms as may afford 
an effectual preference to the importation of fimilar articles of 
* produce, or manufacture of the other.“ 

his confirms the preference to the produce or manufacture of 
Ireland over the like goods of foreign countries, Thus the advan- 
tage to the Iriſh linens over thoſe of Ruſſia and Germany is for 
ever confirmed, and the like good conſequence will follow any 
Other article ſimilarly circumſtanced. 

Having thus briefly ſtated tome effects of the propefitions ſub- 
mitted as a ground for amicable adjuſtment, and if Great Britain, 
as I truſt ſbe will, ſhall adopt them in cate of your approbation, 
you will certainly be convinced of her liberality and freedom 
trom prejudice. She will at once admit you to all the advantage 
which ſhe has endeavoured to attain by labour. and experience, 
and to every protection which her preſent power can afford. All 
| paſs for contention will be removed; the world will be open 
or your indultry ; you will have ample room for emulation, and 
may arrive at excellence without intetrupting that harmony which 
I hope will be the firſt. conſequence of this adjuſtment, and may 
laſt for ever, 

Thus, Sir, Great Britain has generouſly ſacrificed her prejudices, 
has removed all the barriers which ſhe had raifed to protect her 


trade. Her monopolies are at an end; no longer ſecute of be- 
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ing the emporium of comerce, at a'time when her burdens preſs 
heavy upon her, whe« the groans under the weight of a debt in- 
curred by the gereral defence of the empire. Thus circumſtane- 
ed, | think ] may rely upon the wiſdom of this nation, that they 
will think che trade which is imparted to them an object worth 
their care; and upon their generoſity, that they will contribute 
to the general defence of the empire, I hope they will meet 
Great 3 with a liberality of ſpirit like her o.αõn the object 
is to ſtrengthen the general union, and encreaſe the ſecurity of 
both nations. 10 Fo Bo 
It is natural to enquire by what means this can be affected: 
certainly, if in conſequence of the adjuſtment now- propoſed a 
very great encreaſe of reyenue ſhall ariſe to Ireland, it will not-be 
thought unreaſonable to appropriate a part of that revenue to the 
protection of the trade from which it ariſes z and by our contribut- 
ing to the ſupport of the naval force of the empire, Britain will 
be ſtill enabled to afford protection. I ſhall therefore lay before 
you, Sir, a reſolution which can only operate in proportion as our 
trade encreaſes. EET 
The tenth reſolution is: | W If IT | 
X. Reſolved, © That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


ſor the protection of trade, whatever ſum the groſs hereditary reve- 


nue of this kingdom (after deducting all drawbacks, repayments, 
or hounties granted in the nature of drawbacks) ſball produce an- 
nually, over and above the ſum of . „ ſhould be appro- 
priated towards the ſupport of the naval force of the empire, in 
ſuch manner as the parliament of this kingdom ſhall direct.“ 


Mr. Bxow x1,0w.—1 confeſs, Sir, I could hardly ſuppreſs my 
indignation whilſt the right honourable gentleman was ſpeaking : 
ul am really aſtoniſhed that any man ſhould be bold enough to 
move ſuch a propoſition in this houſe, and I ſhould doom myſelf 
a ſlave if I could tamely hear it made. Does the right honourable 
gentleman mean that we ſhould become a tributary nation ?—Is 
this the boaſted extenſion of our commerce ? s this the recipro- 
cal advantage we were to enjoy? — Sir, I reje&t the gift, and I 
hurl it back with ſcorn.—I never will conſent to be a ſlave, nor 
to pay tribute, I am ready to die, rather than be a flave. 
Such propoſitions were formerly made to America, and we have 
ſeen their effect. Sir, it is well for the right honourable gentle- 
man that he is in a civilized country: Had he made ſuch a pro- 
poſition in a Poliſh Diet, he would not have lived to carry back 
an anſwer to his maſter. I will not ſay Times Danass: I am afraid 
of no man, I was born a freeman; and, by the bleſſing of God, 
I will deliver the ſame freedom unimpaired to my children, I will 
not, and I truſt no Iriſhman will reduce himſelf, and become a 
tributary ſlave; for you may call it by what name you pleaſe, it 
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will ſtill be a tribute I am willing - acknowledge the liberality 
of Great Britain, but never will conſent & ſuch terms as theſe. 


Mr. SzcxeTary OrDe.—After what the rjoht honourable 
gentleman has ſaid, knowing, as I do, that he muſt have miſap- 
rehended my words, I hope I ſhall not be deemed preſumptuous 
in riſing again, to expreſs my aſtoniſhment at his calling the ap- 
propriation of part of the hereditary revenue to the common de- 
fence of the empire, under the controul of the Iriſh parliament, 
paying tribute, — Is it not juſt that we ſhould contribute towards 
the expence of our protection? Is Yorkſhire tributary becauſe that 
county pays — towards the general expences of the em- 
pire ? Would it be proper Yorkſhire ſhould complain and refuſe 
money to the. revenue, becauſe a part of it may be ſpent in 
London ? Good God, Sir, he might as well ſay that we pay 
tribute-in maintaining a part of the army. Nay, it is not the fir 
time that the navy of the empire has been the object of your gt- 
tention It js not the firſt time that Ireland has thought proper to 
aſſiſt Great Britain by ſtrengthening her navy—And now, when 
the parliament of Ireland feels and acknowledges the liberality of 
Great Britain now, when we are admitted into full participation 
of all ſhe has to impart, and it is propoſed that a very little aid 
ſhall be contributed to the common defence, and that under the 
controul of the Iriſh parliament, ſhall this be called a tribute? 
Or ſball it be ſuppoſed that I ſhould dare to riſe up in this Houſe, 
and propound ſuch a diſgraceful meaſure, after | had declared 
that I had a zealous anxiety for the welfare and happineſs of this 
country z and that, while I had the honour to ſtand in the ſtati- 
on I now do, my moſt earneſt wiſh would be to promote its 
honour and advantage; and by cultivating the moſt perfect reci- 
procity with England, endeavour for ever to unite the two coun- 
tries in affection as they ate in intereſt? I own, though I have an 
high reſpect for the right honourable gentleman, that I cannot ſup- 
preſs my aftoniſhment at ſuch a ſuggeſtion, 


Mr. Fox ES. I am defirous only of time to conſider the pro- 
poſitions I will receive them without prejudice, diſregarding 
what fide of the Houſe they come from. It the gentlemen on 
the other fide wiſh for unanimity, it will beſt be obtained by giv- 
ing every man an opportunity to examine into a matter of ſuch 
great magnitude, I therefore move that the chairman do now quit 
the chair, and deſire leave to fit again. 


Mr. Ox pr faid it was his wiſh that time for deliberation ſhould 
be given; and the more ſo, becauſe he was convinced that the 
more they would te inveſtigated, the more they would be ap- 
proved of, | | 


% 
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Mr. Fr oop.—I requeſt egen will not go into any diſcuſ- 
ſion of theſe propoſitions. It is not the buſineſs of the day, and 


there is no queſtion before the committee. 


Mr. GaxD1Nnts.—The propofition which has given the right 
honourable gentleman ſo much umbrage, does not ſtrike me in 
the ſame light, When the parliament of Ireland granted three 
thouſand men for the common defence of the empire, it might, 
upon the ſame ground, have been called a tribute, but no man 
ever thought of giving it that name; and though, Sir, I would 
be the laſt perſon on earth that would ſubmit to pay tribute, yet 
long before I had any reaſon to hope that ſuch an extenſive and 
liberal plan as that now offered would be conceded, J did think 
that as we received the proteCtion of the — of the empire, we 
ought, in reaſon and juſtice, to contribute ſomewhat to its ſup- 
port; and had a deſign to propoſe our arming and maintaining 
ſome frigates for the protection of our trade. 

I confeſs, Sir, that I feel the utmoſt gratitude to the right 
honourable gentleman who has brought forward theſe reſolutions z 
to the gentlemen who have aſſiſted him; and to the miniſters on 
the other ſide of the water, who act upon ſuch juſt and liberal 
principles, I do think, Sir, that every one of theſe reſolutions 
is replete with benefits to this country. As to that in particular 
which regards the free importation and exportation of plantation 
goods, I look upon it to be the completion of what was intend- 
= we received a free trade, and to be the perfection of that 

em. 

” RefpeBting the duties between the two kingdoms, that the 
higher in each ſhall be levelled down to the rate of the other, I 
am not ſo ſanguine as to think that any conſiderable immediate ad- 
vantage will ariſe from it; it will be many years before the Iriſh 
manufactures will find their way into the Britiſh market. The ſu- 
perior ſkill, the long experience, the great capital, and the ex- 
tenſive trade of the Britiſh manufaCturers, muſt give them adyan- 
tages which we will not very ſoon acquire. 

The permanent eſtabliſhment of the preſent duties on Ruſſian 
and German linens will effectually and for ever ſecure us from 
their rivalthip in the Britiſh markets. But as we are to lay on 
no duties reciprocally, I fear that this for ever eradicates all 
thoughts of protecting duties. 

I conſider it right, on ſuch buſineſs as this, for every man to 
ſpeak his mind boldly on the ſubje& ; and particularly for me 
and ſome other ener 2 who took much time in conſidering 
matters of trade. 1 riſe an independent man, not wiſhing to give 
Oppoſition to the meaſures of the right honourable gentleman. 
I declare, if J could be convinced in my own mind, agreeable to 
my wiſhes with reſpeC to the ſyſtem now propoſed, I would with 


Pl 
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all my heart concur z but I believe many years will elapſe be- 
fore we can reap any advantage from it. I allow it goes to en- 
large our export trade; but can any man ſay it will do any 
thing with reſpe& to our domeſtic ? I conſider this kingdom as a 

eat nation in reſpe& to population] conſider that population 
Nil liable to be much increaſed, and therefore we ſhould endea- 
vour to give employment to the people. Now, fir, I underſtand 
from the ſyſtem, the manufactures of Great Britain are ſtill to be 
admitted into this countty upon the fame terms as heretofore. It 
is well known that Great Britain underſells us in our own markets, 
Can we then expect to cope with her who has all the advan- 
tages of long eſtabliſhed trade, of large capitals, and extenſive 
credit? Can we, I fay, expect to cope with her in foreign coun- 
tries, when ſhe underſells us in our own ? There is alſo another 
matter, with reſpe& to laying on no new duties (I ſpeak with 
reſpect to the raw material) Now, Sir, we all know that the 
ſtaple of Ircland is her linen, and the ſtaple of England their 
woollen manufacture. —Well, the raw material of our ſtaple, 
that is the linen yarn, may be imported into Great Britain duty 
free—now, the wool, the raw material of their manufacture, can- 
not be imported into this kingdom. Here the equalicy fails 
here the reciprocal advantage is loſt, 1 only mention my ideas, I 
do not mean to debate the points at preſent, and I again declare 
it will give me pleaſure if any gentleman can convince me, ſo as 
to make me agree with the — at preſent propoſed. 


Right Honourable WILLIAM Cox Y HAM. —I do not riſe 
to enter into a Ciſquilition of the ſubjeRt before the committee 
this night, but I riſe here to expreſs the pain and aſtoniſhment 
which | feel at what has been ſaid by a right honourable gentleman 
on the other fide of the Houſe.— Sit, this is a buſineſs on which 
we ought to enter coolly and deliberately. Is this a time to in- 
flame the public mind? While I was abſent from this country, 
1 heard of the flame which had been kindled in it. I had fre- 
quent cauſe to lament the outrageous folly of my deluded coun- 
trymen.— The gentleman, who I know has the good of this 
kingdom at heart, and who has deſervedly great weight in it, 
has ſurely miltaken the propoſition offered to the Houſe, He 
muſt have been miſtaken, or he never could have uſed ſuch ex- 
pteſſions. This is a treaty propoſed between the two countries, 
upon terms of equality and brotherly affection. What likeneſs 
has that to a Polith diet? Suppoſe, what God forbid ſhould ever 
happen, this country governed by a King of her own—ſup- 
pole the near relation of the king of England—the miniſter comes 


to parliament and iays, here is a family compact to be formed 
England propoles ſuch and ſuch things, by which your trade 
ſhall be vaſtly increaſed and extended; and ſhe defires that when 
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you ſhall have benefited greatly (and not before) you will join 
your fleet with her's to guard that trade by which you benefit, 
from hoſtile attacks, and to ſecure the family compact. Will 
any may ſay that the proudeſt nation upon earth would draw of- 
fence from ſuch a propoſal, or torture it into a demand for tri- 
bute ? 

I ſhall not ſay more upon this ſubject; but I ſincerely hope that 
we may be able to keep a fleet, and when we are able I hope we 
will. 


Mr. BexesrorD.—l wiſh to ſet the right honourable gentle- 
man right, with reſpect to the wool which cannot be imported 
here. We may, by the propoſitions at preſent propoſed, if we 
think proper, lay a prohibition, or an equal duty, upon the ex- 
portation of the ſame article from us. 


Mr. Gan DIN TR. -I know that. I perfectly underſtand that on 
any commodity which bears an high duty on its exportation 
from Great Britain into Ireland, we may lay an equal duty upon 
the exportation of that article from Ireland into Great Britain 
but that does not anſwer my objection. The linen yarn, the raw 
material of our ſtaple, muſt be exported as it is at preſent, with- 
out a duty; while the wool cannot be imported, which is the 
ſtaple of Great Britain. This is not a ſyſtem of reciprocity. 


The Cyuancerion or THE Excutquer.—Sir; I riſe from 
a Wiſh to have it underſtood that in this adjuſtment ſuch effectual 
care has been taken of the linen manufaQture, that it never can 
meet a rival in the Britiſh market. Sir, this ſingle manufacture 
13 of more conſequence and value than all the manufaQtures we 
receive from England, taken together; and as it never can be 
clogged with a duty, it gives us a complete monopoly of the 
Britith market, | 

At a time when the whole value of manufactures imported from 
Great Britain did not amount to one million "ſterling, our linens 
alone, exported thither, amounted to a million and a half, theres 
fore the ſecuring the Britiſh market from this grand article ought 


He to give great ſatisfaction; beſides, England admits all our other 
2 commodities duty free for ever, whereas all her's pay a tax on 
ries, bein imported here. 

neſs any things have concurred to deſtroy our ſail- cloth manu- 
* factory, the chief of which was the bounty of 2d. pet yard al- 
ſup- lowed in England ; but that will be ſoon taken away ; and when- 
ow ever we ſhall be able to give any aid to the fleet of both nations, 
kk it ought to be by the article of fail cloth, which will reſtore that 


manufactory to Ireland again. I ſuppoſe, from the falſeneſs of 
trade Na * 
hen the expreſſion, the words of the right honourable gentleman origi= 
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nated in error, and therefore it is the more neceſſary to ſhew 
him that the buſineſs in queſtion does not bear the moſt diſtzn; 
likeneſs to a tribute. There is an hereditary revenue generally 
unappropriated—and ſo far at the King's diſcretion. The deſign 
of the reſolution is to appropriate it to the defence of trade, unde 
controul of the Iriſh parliament z not is it ever to become an in- 
cumbrance on the country, except there ſhall be an increaſe of trade 
ſufficient to produce it. By this means we have 2 revenue 
brought under our controul, and if that deſerves to be called 
tribute, I know not what can eſcape ceniure. 


Mr. FLoop.—There is one remarkable expreſſion which ſe! 
from the right honourable gentleman, and which it is impoſſibl: 
for me not to take notice of. He has ſaid there is an hereditar; 
revenue unapproptiated. But that ſuggeſtion is unconſtitutional, 
as every part of it muſt be appropriated. It is as much as to 


ſay that the King might diſpoſe of the hereditary revenue as he 
pleaſed, 


The CuANcEILION of TT ExcntqQuer.— The honourable 
gentleman miſtakes me; my words were, “that the hereditary 
revenue was generally unappropriated j”” but now the whole 
will be under the controul of parliament, 


Mr. Fr. 00D.,—The right honourable gentleman ſays, that pan 
of the hereditary revenue is not appropriated ! 


Mr. Fes TERM. No; I ſay no ſuch thing. 


Mr. Foo. — Then I ſay it is appropriated, or it is not, and 
the right honourable gentleman's argument muſt mean this, or it 
means nothing There is part of the hereditary revenue appt 
priated, but miſapplied. 


Mr. FosTex.—The honourable gentleman ſtill miſtakes — 
My words were, that the hereditary revenue was general) 
unappropriated.“ 


Mr. Cox oL Lv. I riſe to order. Sir, the queſtion before you 
is, that you now leave the chair. I ſee, Sir, ſome warmth going 
forward, and I wiſh to ayoid heat on a buſineſs which requires the 
moſt cool conſideration. The gentlemen who have propoſed thi 
ſyſtem ſeem to wiſh to give no time to deliberate on it until ano- 
ther dayz for my part, I wiſh for a long day, eſpecially as vt 
are told the more we think of it, the better we ſhall like it, $u, 
I have always a great deſire to hear the honourable gentle 
man, eſpeciall up6o points of conſtitution z becauſe 1 knov 
no man 2 $ the conſtitution better than he does; but 
for the ſake of coolneſs, I wiſh the queſtion before you to bi 
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now Carried, | 
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Mr. FL oO b.— Sir, if the right honourable gentleman had ſuf- 


fered me to proceed, I ſhould have been done before this. I ne- 


ver will hear an unconſtitutional argument made uſe of that, as a 
member of this Hauſe, and as a guardian of the conſtitution, I 
will not riſe to reſiſt ; and I think it but candour that, if I miſtake 
the argument, the gentleman may ſet me right] do not ſay the 
gentleman expreſſed theſe words, but I ſay, that his argument 
meant this, or it meant nothing :—that the hereditary revenue 
granted to the crown was unappropriated, and therefore, before 
this money can be appropriated to any other purpoſe, he muſt 
ſhew me that there is a ſurplus; or elſe he muſt mean that the 
crown has miſapplied the appropriation, which is unconſtitutional. 


Right Honourable WILLIAM BraownLow,—Sir, I do allow 
that I was ſomewhat out of order by the warmth with which I 
rejected the laſt reſolution, which, perhaps, I did not rightly 
apprehend. Sir, as it ſtruck me, I could not reſtrain my indigna- 
tion; on the ſudden conception it ſeemed as if the hereditar 
revenue was to be under the Britiſh parliament I thought it was to 
be taken from under the controul of this Houſe ; but I do now en- 
tirely acquit the right honourable gentleman from making any 
ſuch injurious propoſitions. I ſhall be happy, on a future day, to 
find the whole of his plans perfect. I am not, however, nerfetly 
ſatisfied with the propoſitions even as they are; I ſhall not now 
urge them, but will defer them until the queſtion comes before 
the Houſe. I, Sir, would not excite this country to a war, I 


have ſome ſtake in itz but I would riſque that and my life, rather 
than pay tribute, 


Sir Joun PAXNEII.— I rife to return the right honourable 
gentleman thanks for his candour. He allows that he was under 
ſome miſapprehenfion, and his having done away the impreſſion 
which his word muſt make, is of great importance, becauſe from 
his known integrity and independence, the word of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has very great weight. Sir, I diſclaim ſlavery 
and tribute as much as any man; but I ſhould aſk, is the appro- 
priation of money by this Houſe to any ſpecific purpoſe, till re- 
taining their controul, a badge of ſlavery or a payment of tribute? 


Mr. FoxBes.,—I wilh to avoid meeting caſes, which the Houſe 
does not perfectly underſtand, I with to prevent the harmony of 
the Houſe from being interrupted. A right honourable gentleman 
had felt ſome diſſatis faction at the propoſitions. I ſhall not con- 
ſider from which fide of the Houſe theſe propoſitions ariſe ; I feel 
the queſtion to be a great one and I with England to be treated 
fairly, I am not, however, at alt ſurpriſed at the ſenſibilicy of my 
right honourable friend; yet I ſhall not attempt to diſcuſs the 


topics before the Houſe, they are of too great a magnitude to 
Vor. IV. 1 
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be underſtood at firſt reading. I wiſh them to be printed, not to 
be framed into pamphlets or to make paragraphs in a news-paper, 
but to give uſeful information. The principle upon which theſe 
propoſitions is framed is a great one; and it will be of great 
credit to the framers of them, if they are accommodated to that 
principle. No man will attend to them with greater ſolicitude 
and anxiety than I ſhall in their progreſs, nor will any man feel 
himſelf in a more unpleafant ſituation than I ſhall really be, if I 
am conſtrained to differ from the Right Honourable Secretary, 


Mr. Ozpe faid it was not agreeable to order, as they were 
only a committee, to move for their being printed z but private 
directions for that purpoſe will be given. 


The Speaker then took the chair, Mr. Solicitor General report- 
ed ſome progrels, and deſired leave to fit again on Friday next; 
which was ordered. . 


Mr. Maso preſented the report of the committee of accounts. 


— — 


TuesDay, Feprvary 8, 1785, 


A petition of Thomas Ellis, clerk of the Houſe, praying recom- 
pence for ſuperintending the printing of, and making an index to 
the twenty-firſt volume of the Journals, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read. 


A petition of Thomas Ellis, clerk of the Houſe, praying a 
grant of 2,275]. being the coſt of binding and lettering 7000 
yolumes of the Journals of the Houſe, was preſented and read. 


A petition of Laurence Senſi, clerk of the vote office, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, praying the uſual recompence for 
the expences and attendance incident to faid office, 


A petition of the reverend John Elliſon, D. D. and maſter of 
Kilkenny College, praying the Houſe to reimburſe him the ex- 
pences he was at in order to expedite the hniſhing of the ſaid 
college, was preſented to the Houle and read. 


A petition of Adam and Patrick Colclough, Efqrs. praying 
the Houſe to grant them ſuch aid as will enable them to work the 
collieries at Doonane in the Queen's county, was preſented to 
the Houſeand read. 


A petition of Iſaac Jackman, printer to the Houſe, praying 
a grant of 4981. 188. 2d. being the coſt of printing and binding 
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500 volumes of the Journals of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament; 
and the further ſum of 1121, for printing the public accounts 
delivered this ſeſſion, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Henry Gore, Eſq; examinator of cuſtoms, 
praying recompence for making out the accounts of exports and 
imports of Ireland, for the year ending the 25th day of March 
1784, and laying the ſame before the Houſe, purſuant to their 
order, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of John Wetherall, the elder, aſſiſtant examinator 
of cuſtoms, praying recompence for his extraordinary labour and 
attendance in making out and laying before the Houſe the ac- 
counts, as alſo the books of exports and imports, for the year 
ending the 25th day of March 1784, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, 


A petition of George Frederick Winſtanley and Jonathan Ro- 
gers, committee clerks, praying recompence for their extraordi- 
nary expence and trouble in keeping a regiſtry of ſummonſes, 


and paying perſons to attend the three ſelect committees ordered 
is ſetlion, 


A petition of Thomas Burgh, Eſq; accountant-general, pray- 
ing recompence for his great expence and trouble in preparing the 
national accounts, laid before the Houſe this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of John Smart, deputy accountant-general, pray- 
ing recompence for his additional labour in the making out and 
ſuperintending the printing of the national accounts, laid before 
_ Houſe this ſeſſion of parliament, was preſented to the Houſe 

read, 


A petition of Thomas Teniſon, of Coalvill, in the county of 
Roſcommen, Eſq; praying the Houſe to grant him ſuch aid, as 
will enable him to work the collieries on his eſtate adjoining the 


fource of the river Shannon, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, 


A petition of William Rubottom, praying aid to improve and 
extend the manufacture of japanned paper, iron, copper and .tin, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Elizabeth Molloy, houſe-keeper of the Parliament 
Houle, praying recompence for her additional trouble and ex- 
pence, in conſequence of the new buildings lately added to the 
Houle, was preſented to the Houſe and read. | 
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A petition of Ann Smith, deputy houſe-keeper, praying recom- 
pence for her great encreaſe of trouble and expence, owing to the 
ſitting of ſele& committees, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read. 


A petition of the meſſengers of the Houſe, eleven in number, 
praying recompence for their attendance and labour this ſeſſion of 
parliament, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


The bill for allowing further time for perſons in offices to qua- 
lify, was reada ſecond time, and ordered to be committed. 


The bill to take away the challenge of jurors for want of a 
knight, on trials in which a peer is party, was read a fecond 
time, and committed- 


Mr. HAK TLEV.— I ſbould not have troubled the Houſe, if 
T did not ſee an earneſtneſs in going forward with a buſinef 
which ought not to be precipitated—I mean the great commer- 
cial regulations brought forward the laſt night, which had how- 
ever been made a very great ſecret of until the very time of bring- 
ing them on by the Right Honourable Secretary whom I now 
ſee in his place. I hope, however, that ſome delay may be 
made to conſult people in other places, who have great informa- 
tion and great intereſt in the queſtion. It is of the moſt genenl 
importance to one of the greateſt places of the empire—The city 
of Cork has not been conſulted, and it would be impoſſible to 
have its ſenſe by Friday. I therefore hope that the order may 
be diſcharged, and a further time given for conſulting on ſo great 
a ſubjeQ. 


Mr. RIchA RD LoncrietD.—l ſecond the motion. I wik 
the ſenſe ofthe people, particularly of the people of Cork, ſhould 
be known. I hope government will not act in ſuch a manner as 
to prevent diſcuſſion, by accelerating the queſtion, 


Sir Jon BLaquviekxe.—l hope gentlemen will not ſeek 
delay, as they muſt ſee the neceſſity of getting through the na- 
tional buſineſs as ſpeedily as poſlible, 


Mr. DaLv.—I am ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the ſuddenneſs of 
this propoſal. I would aſk gentlemen, do they wiſh to ſurpriſe 
government by reſcinding an order made in as full an Houſe a 
has been this ſeſſion, in a thin Houſe, with not above forty or fifty 
members? If that is done, they may teach government how to 
take them by ſurpriſe on other occaſions. 


; Mr. Hax TL ſaid, that nothing was farther from his inten- 
tion than any ſurpriſe, when he was interrupted by 
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Mr. DAL V, who ſaid, certainly no unfair charge was meant 
to be made againſt the honourable member. 


Mr. Hax TLEZVY.—I ſhall not now preſs my motion, but I give 
notice that I will bring it on to-morrow. 


Mr. LonGr1tiD.—So far from any thing like ſurpriſe being 
intended, that I had not communicated with the honourable 
gentleman previous to his making the motion; but upon hearing 
it, I thought it a proper motion, and therefore ſeconded it. 


Sir Joux BLaqutere.—The police of the city of Dublin 
is at preſent in a moſt diſorderly ſituation. Indeed I may ſay there 
is no regular police at all, as neither the perſons nor properties 
of the inhabitants are in any degree ſafe in the ſtreets after dark. 
I intend ſoon to move for leave to bring in a bill to eſtabliſh a 
policez but as I imagine one great cauſe of the preſent evils is 
the improper mode of the watch; and as I perceive the ſums 
raiſed on the inhabitants would, if properly applied, afford a ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity for them, I want to have ſome accounts to eſtabliſh 
ſuch facts as may ſerve as a ground work for my bill, I therefore 
humbly move, that the proper officers do lay before this Houſe 
accounts of all ſums of money applotted in the reſpective pariſhes 
for the maintenance of the watch, the number of perſons employed 
in ſaid department, and the expence thereof; diſtinguiſhing the 
payments or allowances to officers, watchmen, and others em- 


ployed therein, for the two years, ending the 25th day of March 
laſt.” —Ordered. 


Mr. Coxxvy,—The motion I intend to make is of a kind to 
which the Houſe has not been uſed. Not on account of its object 
being inconſiderable, but becauſe it has been held hitherto of too 
great importance for the Houſe to venture upon in its former ſitu- 
ation. However it is by no means unneceſſary for the Houſe to 
go into it as a queſtion of courſe, conſonant to the uſage of par- 
liaments. The right of the Houſe to call for treaties is ſo well 
known, and the utility of calling for them ſo obvious, that I have 
no neceſſity to enlarge on either, but ſhall ſimply make my motion, 
which is, “ that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to lay before his 
Majeſty the humble deſire of this Houle, that his Majeſty will 
graciouſly condeſcend to order to be laid before this Houſe copies 
of tae preliminary and proviſional articles of peace and commerce; 
alto copies of the definitive treaties of peace and commerce with 
loreign ſtates at and ſince the concluſion of the laſt war.“ I do 
not particularly ſtate the parts of the treaties meant to be referred 
to; it any parts of the treaties are unfit to be ſeen, or if there are 
any ſecret articles in them, theſe were never aliuded to nor de- 
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fired; if, however, I am deſired to be more ſpecific, I will ſtate 
the treaties. 


Sir EpWARAD NeweNnnHam ſeconded the motion. 


The CHancELLOR oF THE ExcutqQuer.—This motion 
is quite unneceſſary, as to what regards proviſional articles, az 
there are none ſuch now ſubſiſting. And I requeſt to know for 
what particular purpoſe the gentleman calls for theſe treaties, 


Mr. Coxxy.—As my motion is only a matter of courſe, there- 
fore it is not neceſſary to ſpecify any particular reaſon, more than 
that it is the deſire of the Houſe 3 and why I demand theſe trea- 
ties muſt be obvious to every body. The right honourable gen- 
tleman doubts the exiſtence of ſuch treaties, I am happy to be 
able to give him information on any ſubject, and can now aſſure 
him there are ſuch treaties, 


Mr. Mason.—The calling for copies of treaties is generally to 
expreſs approbation or diſapprobation thereof, but as for what 
are already made, our approbation or diſapprobation can be of 
no conſequence to either Great Britain or any of the contracting 
parties. I ſhould be glad to know for what ſpecific purpoſe the 
Honourable gentleman calls for theſe treatics. Would he wiſh to 
break thoſe that are now irrevocable? It is not the province of this 
Houſe to enquire into treaties | 


Mr. Coxxy.—lI muſt call that gentleman to order. I want to 
break no treaties; but ſince Ireland is become an independent 
kingdom, it is of ſome conſequence, were it only to aſſert the 
right of the Houſe, and eſtabliſh a precedent; and though this 
Houſe may not wiſh to infringe any ſubſiſting treaty, yet this 
Houſe hath a privilege of expreſſing its approbation or diſappro- 
bation of any that does now ſubſiſt. I called the honourable 
member to order, and by the bleſſing of God, fo long as I remain 
in this Houſe, no man ſhall advance ſuch unconſtitutional doc- 
trine, without being called to order. It is the undoubted, and 
I hope will be the undiſputed, right of the Commons to expreſs 
their approbation or diſapprobation of all treaties, 


Mr. MasoN.,—Sir, I oppoſe the honourable member's motion 
on another ground, that of being totally unneceſſary. 


The SecxeTAary or STATE.—l moſt readily admit the 
right of the Houſe of Commons in this caſe; but ſuch motions 
were never made in my remembrance as matters of courſe, nor 
brought forward without aſſigning ſome cauſe for them, In 1726, 
in 1728, and in 1729, treaties were laid before the Houſe, but 
it was not at the deſire of any one gentleman. The miniſter has 
uſually laid them before the Houſe. It is an authority which 
never was nor ought to be exerciſed by the Houſe. The pre- 
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rogative of the Crown, of making peace and war, ought not to 
be infringed; it is a power which was veſted in the Crown be- 
cauſe of its ſuperior intelligence, If the gentleman will give 
ſome reaſon, I will agree to his motion; if not, I muſt give it a 
negative, 


Mr. AxTHuUr BxowNne.—Thereis certainly a ſtrong neceſſity, 
now we have got anextendedtrade, to enquire minutely into its cir- 
cumſtances; the more eſpecially as it ſeems recommended in the 
ſpeech, We are there told that we have a common intereſt in 
treaties, Why is that ſaid, if we are not to look into them, to 
ſee what theſe treaties are, and what that intereſt is that we have 
in them? The right honourable gentleman admits our right ; 
and as I conceive there is alſo a neceſſity, I ſhall give my aſſent 
to the motion. Indeed I conceive the gentlemen who oppoſe 
it do not conſider the peculiar ſtate of this country. No argument 
can be drawn from the conduct of the Britiſh parliament, with 
reſpe& to addreſſing upon treaties, for _— have long been in 
poſſeſſion of every commercial advantage. But what is the ſitu- 
ation of this country, riſen on a ſudden to importance and inde- 
pendence? With a trade lately opened to all the world, we find 
ourſelves in ignorance whether we have a ſingle treaty with any 
foreign power. We have long been omitted or forgotten in trea- 
ties entered into between the Sovereign of Great Britain and foreign 
ſtates, The late Portugal buſineſs has ſhewn a flagrant inſtance 
of ſuch omiſſion, and ditcovered the awkwardneſs of our ſituation, 
Now we are at liberty to eftabliſh a woollen manufaQture, I find 
the beſt market for our woollens is forbidden. In ſuch a ſituation 
it is moſt natural for us to wiſh to take a general view of our com- 
mercial relations to other countries, and to enquire how far we 
have been provided for in former treaties. "The Speech from the 
throne mentioned a common intereſt in treaties; it did not mean 
by thoſe words the ſame intereſt, becauſe the intereſt of the two 
nations in commercial regulations would often be extremely dif- 
ferent z but it meant to call upon us to remember that we are now 
recognized by Great Britain as concerned in her treaties, and that 
we ought to conſider maturely what our intereſts were; for how 
could we, on any future treaty being made, addreſs the Crown 
to be included or excluded from that treaty z or intreat that at- 
tempts ſhould be made to negotiate treaties for us in caſes where 
we have formerly been forgotten; as for inſtance, with reſpect to 
Portugal, without being acquainted with former treaties, and 
knowing our relative commercial ſituation? I do not want all the 
treaties mentioned in Rymer's Fœdera to be laid before the 
Houſe; but ſurely the laſt treaties, which are not to be had in ſuch 
compilations, and which are the ſubject of my honourable friend's 


motion, ought to be laid before the Houſe. The refuſal looks 


138 PARLIAMENTARY 


like a wiſh to throw a damp upon all ſimilar enquiries, and to have 
our external trade entirely at the mercy of Great Britain. 

Before I fit down I muſt remark the forgetfulneſs of ſome gen- 
tlemen, who have ſaid we have no right to conſider the laſt treaty, 
becauſe it is not a commercial treaty, and is only concluded be- 
tween Great Britain and her own former colonies. Sir, France 
and Spain are included in the treaty, and it contains many com- 
mercial regulations. One I recollect at this moment, reſpects the 
fiſheries on the banks of Newfoundland, and I may venture to ſay 
there are many others. 


Mr. Moiynevx.—As it has been ſaid in his Grace's ſpeech 
that we had a common intereſt with Great Britain, it would be 
proper to have thoſe treaties before the Hiouſe, to ſee if in them 
any mention has been made of Jreland. But I imagine we have 
been either totally neglected, and our intereſts overlooked 3 or 
that we are now, as my honourable friend ſays, an independent 
kingdom, without a ſingle treaty with any power whatever. 


Sir Joux BLAdulERE.— I muſt give my negative to this 
motion, as being both impolitic and improper z for I know from 
my little knowledge in negotiations, a line in which I have for- 
merly been employed, that ſecrecy is to be obſerved in thoſe 
caſes; and if the papers demanded were produced, our table 
would be filled with volumes, nay with more than they could 
contain; as for example, all the treaties with France and Spain 
have references to the treaty of Weliphalia, which alone makes 
three folio volumes: beſides foreign ſtates may probably become 
Jealous of us, and ſay to their nuniſters, “ lay your finger on 
that little rifing nation:“ alſo there is not at this time any treaty 
depending wherein we can be petſonally concerned. 


Sir EDWARD NEWFEHFEN HAM denied the aſſertion, and ſaid there 
was one with America actually depending. In the laſt treaty 
with America Ireland is not mentioned, and we can have no 
reaſon to expect to reap any advantages from that treaty. 


Mr. SecxeTaxy OxDe.—If ſo, it is not yet concluded, 
therefore an enquiry into it now will be premature; beſides, ad- 
mitting that we are not particularly mentioned in any treaty, I 
appeal to the good ſenſe of gentiemen whether it would be pru- 
dent to declare that to the world; and to acquaint foreign powers, 
who might think us virtually included, that we did not think we 
were, becauſe not ſpecihcally named in it. If the honourable 
member would ſtate any particular purpoſe he has in view by 
this motion I may be inclined to adopt it; but if none ſuch ap- 
pears, I hold myſelf authorized to oppoſe it, 


Mr. Coxxy.—l do not think myſelf bound in any manner to 
give my reaſon for this motion, nor to declare what uſe I intend 
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to make of it.— I claim it as a right of parliament.—Itis the right 
of this Houſe to know how the prerogative has been exerciſed, 
that it might perhaps lead to the impeachment of a miniſter, who 
had criminally exerted his power in adviſing —— or unjuſt, 
or unconſtitutional exerciſe of the prerogative ? It cannot be de- 
nied that parliament has the ſuperintendence of his tw ara pre- 
rogative. No perſon can doubt or queſtion his Majeſty's prero- 
tive; it is as much his right as the legiſlative authority is the 
province of parliament. But that right itſelf is ſubje& to the en- 
quiry of parliament, Without ſuch a mode of enquiring, a miniſ- 
ter may be able for ever to abuſe his prince; for a miniſter who 
could abuſe his prince would be able to continue to deceive him; 
and how ſhall their errors be corrected but by parliament ? This 
right has been always exerciſed in England ; it was this right 
which impeached Lord Bolingbroke, and threw out the Ratifica- 
tion bill. What, would it be faid if this conſtitutional enquiry is 
denied in the firft inſtance by our adminiſtration? On the treat 
of Utrecht, how came my Lord Bolingbroke to be impeached, 
but upon its being laid before the Houſe? In the 8th and gth 
articles of that treaty, France was to be put on the footing of 
the moſt favoured country : theſe two articles were correlatives, 
they anſwered, upon diſculon, the effect of making Lord Boling- 
broke fly his country. On that buſineſs, after a ſtrong diviſion, 
a bill was brought in, and the commons refuſed their conſent to 
the bill to ratify that treaty. I aſk, why ſhould I be obliged to 
quit the ſtrong ground of rights to go into the queſtion of ex- 
pediency ? I may be hereafter told from this conduct, that the 
parliament of Ireland has eſtabliſhed 2 precedent of not looking 
into treaties (Here a cry cf, Ne, Ne) Many at this moment may, 
vida vice, ſay No, but the precedent will remain on the face of 
the journals of this houſe. —Why is the nation told of a com- 
mon intereſt, if treaties are not to be looked into? Ireland might 
be concluded and included, or not, in treaties, as formerly, with 
regard to her intereſts or her wiſhes, if ſhe were not to inſpect 
the treaties, — The ſpeech ſays, that a ſimilarity of laws is the 
ſtrong bond of union between both countries.” The conduct of 
this night gives the lie direct to his Majeſty's ſpeech ; for it de- 
nies the authority of the law of parliament, "That ic was that 
law to order treaties to be laid before the Houſe, I ſhall not argue, 
but ſtate a few facts from the journals. ſhall not go back to the 
peace of Utrecht or Ry ſwick, but come more nearly home, May 
5, 1713, an addreſs was preſented to her Majeſty for the barrier 
treaty, and the inſtructions and orders for conducting ſaid treaty z 
and on the 7th the Houſe addreſſed her Majeſty for the treaty 
with Portugal. On the $th there was a metlage from the Queen, 
with the ſeveral treaties of peace and commerce; and I mention 
this meſſage as peculiarly ſtrong in my favour in a commercial 
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point of view, fince it ſtates to the Houſe particularly, “ that 
her Majeſty had ſtipulated for the trade of Great Britain in Flan- 
ders.”—In the reign of George the Firſt, the Houſe, in 1715, 
went into conſideration of the papers relative to a peace then 
long fince paft. And in the year 1749, in the reign of George 
the Second there was a motion for papers of negotiation relative 
to and previous to the laſt peace. During the war in 1762, pa- 
s relative to the rupture with Spain were ordered to be laid 
efore the Houſe. On the completion of the peace in i762, in 
the ſpeech, his Majeſty ſays that the preliminary articles 
ſhall be laid before the Houſe;“ and on the gth of December 
the Houſe took them into conſideration,—On the late peace, 
what was done? His Majeſty, in the ſpeech at the opening of 
the ſeſſion, ſaid, I have the ſatisfadion to acquaint you that 
negotiations to this effect are conſiderably advanced, the reſult 
of which, as ſoon as they are brought to a concluſion, ſhall be 
immediately communicated to you. I have every reaſon to hope 
and believe that I ſhall have it in my power in a very ſhort time 
to acquaint you that they have ended in terms of pacification, 
which I truſt you will ſee juſt cauſe to approve.” And on the 
27th of January following Mr. Secretary Townſhend brought 
down the preliminary articles with France, the preliminary arti- 
cles with Spain, and the proviſional articles with America.— 
There were afterwards five reſolutions brought forward, reſpect- 
ing them, of which every body knows the fate. —T inſiſt that it 
is the right of the Houſe to call for theſe papers. What certainty 
has Ireland, or what document has ſhe of any right to trade with 
any place in the world, or what authentic knowledge of the ſub- 
ſiſting peace, ſuch as it is? Every body knows the many ſacri- 
fices made by Great Britain on the late peace. What right have 
we now, I demand, to go to Newfoundland ? I wiſh to be inform- 
ed authentically, and I do not know of any poſſibility at preſent 
of being ſo, from any authentic document in the kingdom of 
Ireland. If I wanted to make any improper uſe of theſe treaties, 
it would be right to prevent it when attempted ; or if it were 
poſſible to make any ill uſe of them, it might be right to refuſe 
them.—I ſtand on the ſimilarity of the laws of both countries, 
and claim this queſtion for the honour of the Houſe.—It has been 
faid that the minifters were the perſons to bring forward theſe 
queſtions.—If miniſters are tardy, ate they not to be compelled 
to do their duty? I truſt that the parliament will always be able 
to coerce miniſters to do their duty, whether it is their inclinati- 
on or not; andI would wiſh to remind gentlemen that if they 
give a negative to this motion, they thereby abandon, nay to- 
rally give up the right of the Houſe, which otherwiſe they will 
aſſert by aating to it. 


. „*“ „CG ca of aim 


D ES TH 141 


Sir HENRY CAVENDISsH.Leſt any young man in this houſe 
ſhould imagine, by what fell from the honourable member who 
ſpoke laſt, that a negative at this time is giving up the right of 
inquiry, 1 muſt acquaint them ſuch refuſals are common in Eng- 
land; nevertheleſs no man in the Engliſh parliament ever ima- 
gined the right given up by them. The honourable gentleman 
has certainly ſtared many caſes where ſuch papers have been 
given; and I could give as many Where it has been thought 
prudent to refuſe them, 


Sir Lucius O'Bx1ien.—lI cannot ſee the leaſt occaſion for 
this motion. Gentlemen may have all competent knowledge of 
the late treaties by recurring to any bookſeller's ſhop; ſo it is 
eaſy to find documents whereon to found any ſpecific motion, 
and therefore there can be no neceſſity for a ſolemn addreſs to 
the Crown for that information that may be had at any bookſel- 
ler's in the kingdom, as the matters are all printed and in every 
one's hands. 


Sir Boy LE Rocue.—The honourable gentleman might have 
ſpared himſelf and the Houſe this trouble if he had conſulted 
Rymer*s Federa, for there he would have found all the treaties 
at once. The true time for inſpecting treaties is either at the 
beginning or end of a war. 


Mr. Mol vN Eux.— The preſent motion has been brought 
forward with great reſpect to his Majeſty, and regard to this 
country. Now that the nation is independent, it ought to ex- 
ert its right. For what has it laviſhed its blood and its treaſure ? 
It has been ſaid by a right honourable baronet, that the motion 
has been often refuſed; but he will alſo find, that it has been of- 
ten granted ; and it is the duty of this nation to aſſert its claim 
to the ſame rights, : 


Mr. Busne.—T fully admit the right of the Houſe to call for 
treaties; and if the motion had been made for any particular trea- 
ty I ſhould have readily conſented; but this is ſuch a ſweepi 
motion, comprehending all the treaties that now ſubſiſt, that 
never heard before, and ſhall therefore vote againſt it. 


The Honourable Dexnts BROWN. — This motion cannot be 
complied with; we have no power over any officer in England to 


"_ us over documents, and therefore there is no proper officer 
to do it, 


Mr. Cuxran,—l heartily diſlike the principles on which this 
motion is oppoſed : the arguments made uſe of againſt it are fo 
contradiQtory, that if their faces were turned to each other they 
would be put out of countenance. One moment we are told 
there are no treaties to communicate; and the next moment it is 
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ſaid they are too voluminous to be brought or inſpected. A cer- 
tain honourable gentleman one night calls upon the Houſe to grant 
a ſupply for the protection of a foreign trade, and the next ſets 
his face againſt an enquiry what that foreign trade is. We are 
co ſupport a naval armament, but we are not to know what that 
armament is to defend. If this defire to ſuppreſs. information 
continues, I ſball begin to ſuſpect the propoſitions that have been 
made to us. I do not fear that the rights of the nation will be 
deſtroyed. They may die for a while, but they will reviie: 
The law of the land may be extinguiſhed by illegal deceptions, 
but no man will be ſo hardy as to ſay that the law therefore may 
not appear again in all its ſplendour. It has been contended that 
the rigat does exiſt, but that it ought not to be exerciſed ; and 
that the 1iniſter ought to be left to himſelf, which was the uſual 
mode 


The SrcarTARY OF SrATE.— That in moſt caſes the miniſter 
himſelf did bring on the treaties with foreign powers was my aſ⸗- 
ſertion, but not in all. There are caſes where the Houſe has 
called upon a miniſter to bring forward the treaties into 


Mr. Cuarax,—lf the right hongurable gentleman only meant 
that the uſage was frequently, then his argument meant nothing 
at all—If it only meant to fate that there might be another way, 
I believe the right honourable gentleman to be too good a maſter 
of logic to ſuppoſe that any thing can be thus proved. The rea- 
ſoning of gentlemen has taken different ways of convincing, and 
the faces of their arguments have turned oppoſite to one another, 

utting them each out of countenance : one gentleman ſaid you 
— aſked for too great a number, another he ought to aſk for 
a leſs, in ſhort their arguments ſeemed to be, take care do not 
find out what you want or you may not get it.“ I am not to be 
trifled with by the modes of argument which have been uſed, 
A plan has been propoſed by a right honourable gentleman of a 
new and extenſive commerce, which I hope will be liberal and 
juſt. There is no man more ready, more eager, or more willing 
to co-operate with that right honourable gentleman than I ſhall 
be; but when I feel myſelf in one night refuſed one information, 
and on the next night another, I confeſs I am not ready to acknow- 
ledge myſelf pleaſed. —If my eyes are ſhut, if J am blinded, I 
will not be the bird who would fing more ſweetly for my being 
ſo. The Houſe has been treated in that manner; called upon for 
- an armament to defend its commerce. If its commerce depends 
upon any treaty, why ſhould we not ſee that treaty ? If an arma- 
ment be neceſſary, the Houſe ought to know what intereſt 
they have to defend. I hope they do not mean to difſeminate 
diſſatisfaction but will permit the information to come fairly 
and fully before the Houſe. 
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The ATTORNEY GeNERAL.—There is no time for any other 
buſineſs than preparing the bills of ſupply, which will expire the 
25th of March, and therefore I ſhall oppoſe any motion which 
tends to delay the important bufineſs of the nation, by impeding 
the progreſs of the money bills, 


Mr. WILLIAd Topp Joxts.—At this prefent J ſhall vote 
againſt the motion, as I am unwilling to give any embarraſſment 
to government *till after next Friday, 


The queſtion was put, and the motion paſſed in the negative, 
without a diviſion, 


Mr. Mo.ynNzux.—On Thurſday laſt I made a motion, on 
which an order was made, but the officer has not obeyed the order 
of the Houſe in bringing in an account of the expence incurred 
by the ſpecial commiſſion for the county of Kilkenny. I make 
this regular complaint, and hope the officer will be ordered to 
attend, that he may be examined as to the cauſe of his diſobe- 
dience. | 


The Ar ToRN EY GrNERAL.—The officer is not to blame; 
he has not had it in his power to obey the order of the Houſe, 
for all the accounts are not come in, nor bills of coſts made out; 
but he will, as ſoon as poſſible, comply as far as comes before 
him. For ſome of the expences the Lord Chancellor is the only 
proper officer, 


Mr. Gzoxct PonsonsBy,— The honourable gentleman ſeems 
in great haſte to obtain what either cannot be got, or when ob- 
tained will be of little avail. Some expence will attend all ſuch 
matters; but no more has been laid out on that than on like 
commiſſions, 


Mr. Coxxy.—The putting the nation to 15 00l. expence, to 
no purpoſe, is really a ſerious matter, though the gentlemen who 
profited by it might find cauſe for merits in it. In order to ſhew 
it was an uſeleſs expence, I ſhall read a letter from that county, 
that proves the white-boys are ſtill committing great outrage. 


[Mr. Corry then read the letter accordingly, and then the 
buſineſs dropped for the preſent.] 


The CyuanceLLoR or THE EXCHFEQUER then moved, that 
the order of Wedneſday the 2d day of February inſtant, that this 
Houſe do on this day ſe*nnight- reſolve itſelf into a committee of 
the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration the ſupply granted 
to his Majeſty, as alſo his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, 
be now read. \ 

He then moved, © that the Houſe do on Thurſday morning 


next reſolve itſelf into the ſaid committee.“ 
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Mr. Foxes ſaid it would be great preſumption in him to 
offer any advice whatſoever to gentlemen in the high ſituations 
and of the great abilities of the right honourable gentlemen on 
the treaſury bench, but he would venture to beſeech them not 
to precipitate the bringing on the ſubject; and the magnitude of 
the queſtions now before the Houſe made him bolder in his requeſt, 


Mr. Arnux Browne faid, it had been the wiſe cuſtom of 
our anceſtors to conſider grievances before they conſidered of the 
ſupply : But the doctrine is now, do not conſider at all—there is 
only time for the money bills. If they be granted, he deſired to 
know what ſecurity the people had for a remedy from any griev- 
ances, if there were any to be complained of. 


Mr. O'Hara wiſhed the queſtion of ſupply might be poſtponed 
to a more diſtant day; there had not been, he ſaid, time given to 
conſider the neceſſary papers. It was neceſſary for the Houſe to 
pay ſome attention to the penſion liſt ; there had not yet been an 
opportunity for any inquiry into that ſubject. He ſhould there- 
| fore move, that the Houſe do on Monday morning next re- 
ſolve itſelf into the ſaid committee.” 5 


The CHANCELLOR of THE EXCHEQUER begged gentlemen 
to conſider the danger of poſtponing the queſtion of ſupplies, 
They expired on the 25th of March; and if gentlemen would 
not conſent to haſten them, much might be loſt. 


The queſtion being then put on Mr. O' Hara's motion, it paſſed 
in the negative; and the queſtion being alſo put on the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer's motion, it paſſed in the affirmative, and 
the committee of ſupply was ordered to fit on Thurſday. 


Lord Caries FitzctrALD.—As, according to the notice 
I gave, I ſhall bring the important ſubje& of attachment before 
the grand committee of, courts of juſtice to-morrow ſe*nnight, it 
is neceſſary to have ſame papers that may lay a proper foundation 
on which we may proceed, I therefore move ** that the proper 
officer do lay before the Houſe copies of all the proceedings in 
the court of King's Bench laſt term, in the caſe of the King againſt 
Henry Steevens Reilly, Eſq; late ſheriff of the county of Dublin.” 


The Ar ToRNEYT GENERAI.—I am as anxious as the no- 
ble lord, or any other perſon, to have this buſineſs thoroughly 
inveſtigated, as it ſeems to have been much miſrepreſented, and 
very little underſtood, both here and in a neighbouring kingdom; 
for both there and here many perſons are not aware on what 
uw the deciſion of the court was made. I mention another 

ingdom, becauſe it has been moſt grolly miſtatedz and I think 
gentlemen there muſt have been very much at a loſs indeed for 
a topic on which to found oppoſition, when they deſcended to 
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miſrepreſentation of facts. The paper called for by the noble 
lord, the athdavit againſt Mr. Reilly, is in my poſſeſſion, as the 
King's Attorney General, and I ſhall be very happy to indulge 
him with it whenever he chooſes, as I do not wiſh to withhold any 
information from the noble lord or any other gentleman; but the 
records of the King's Bench are ſacred, and ought not to be re- 
moved. And I would aſk the noble lord whether he ſuppoſes a 
writ of error lies to the Houſe of Commons to reviſe or reverſe 
the proceedings of the court of law? For what other uſe can he 
make of the papers he aſks? The clerk of the crown is bound 
by his oath not to deliver any records of the court but by order 
of the judges, or of the King's Attorney General, If an order 
goes to him, he muſt apply to me for my permiſſion. I have al- 
ready ſaid I will give the noble lord, if he calls upon me for it, 
[here a cry of No, No] all the records in this caſe, which conſiſts 
in the affida vit on which the proſecution is founded. But as I 
muſt conſider the bringing the records of a court before this Houſe 


as eſtabliſhing a dangerous juriſdiction, I ſhall never give my con- 
ſent to a motion for that purpoſe. 


Lord CHARLES FiTzZGERAL D.—lT want not the information 
merely for myſelf, but for the Houſe in general; and I decline 
receiving that as a favour from the Attorney General, which the 
Houſe has a right to demand from the proper officer. 


Mr. CuxRAN.— The right honourable gentleman hath ſpoken 
in ſuch a technical manner, ſo entirely ſuited to ed cen, 
that it is enough to deter country gentlemen from ſpeaking, He 
has aſked if the noble lord ſuppoles a writ of error lies to the 
Houſe of Commons ? No man can be ignorant that no ſuch writ 
does lie, and that is one ground of objection to the doQrine of 
attachments, I never roſe with a ftronger intention of keepin 

myſelf within bounds than now, yet it is a queſtion which I coul 

never conſider with ſufficient calmneſs, ſo much has it rouſed 
my indignation, The liberty of the ſubje@ hath been decided 
upon, in a ſummary way will ſay in an unconſtitutional way 
but I will top myſelf—I find I am going into the general queſ- 
tion—I would not wiſh to anticipate. In reſpe& to the queſtion 
before us, I contend that the Houſe hath an undoubted right to 
call for the papers in queſtion. It would be folly to ſuppoſe the 
Houſe has a controul oyer the judges in their committee of juſ- 
tice, and has not a right to call for papers neceſſary to ground 
any accuſation. However, I know of no accuſation intended, I 
am convinced of the great learning and unſullied integrity 
of the court: but I am not ſatisfied as to the proceeding by at- 


—_ and therefore wiſh to bring that ſubje& fairly before the 
oute, 
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The SoL1c1Tor GENnERAL,—T ſhall be ready, whenever the 
queſtion comes properly before the Houſe, to meet that learned 
member or any other, and defend the conduct of the court of 
King's Bench, which I think was both legal and conſtitutional, 
The court has made a deciſion; and I do not think this Houſe 
is competent to take cognizance of that court. It is not a queſ- 
tion to be entertained at all. | 


Mr. Foxzts.—l1 call the honourable member to order, Whilſt 
J have the honour of a ſeat in this Houſe, nay, whilſt I exiſt, I 
will never hear it patiently promulged as a doctrine, that any 
public officer is not under the controul of this Houſe z and, by 
the bleſſing of God, no man ſhall ever utter ſuch unconſtitutional 
doctrine without being called to order. I have always held the 
Houſe of Commons to be the grand inqueſt of the nation. The 
doctrine which has been juſt broached is not agreeable to the con- 
ſtitution, as ſettled. at the revolution and I will be bold to ſay 
that it was unconſtitutional, unparliamentary, and highly dan- 
erous. To what purpoſe are the committees of the courts d 
Juſtice, if there muſt be no enquiry into the conduct of judges? 
And I will venture to aſſert that every great conſtitutional autho- 
rity in England is with me on that ſubject. 


The SoL1iciror Gentral,—Gentlemen are not able to an- 
ſwer, becauſe they do not underſtand my arguments, and they 
are loudly vociferous when they do not comprehend. I can 
ſpeak of my own knowledge of the conſtitution, for I know it a 
well, and revere it as much as any of the authorities ſpoken of in 
this or any other kingdom. If any corruption, or imputation of 
corruption exiſted, it is certainly within the ſuperintending power 
of the Houſe to correct it, in the committee of the courts ct 
Juſtice, and accuſe them who are ſuſpected there. 


Mr. FoxBes.—As I am particularly called upon, I beg leave 
to ſay a few words. I certainly could not have been weak enough 
to have aſſerted that this Houſe has any right to reverle thc 
proceedings of the court of King's Bench; but I go upon the 
authorities of the proceedings after the revolution, that any per- 
ſon entertaining any ſuſpicions, may be at liberty to call for the 
proceedings of any Court, to lay them before the committees 
of courts of juſtice. This Houſe has always been conſiderc6 
the grand inqueſt of the nation. And though I may not be # 
well informed as the honourable gentleman, I can lay my hand 
on my heart and declare, that I never have conſented to any thing 
that I knew could be applied to the ſubvetſion of the laws and 
the liberties of my country ; and the conſtitution never has bee! 
in any one inſtance wounded by my means, There is no autice 
rity fo high as the chair; and 1 with to know if after the Speak! 
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has left the chair, whether, in the committee of the courts of 
juſlice, any papers can be called for? 


Mr. Boyp.—Gentlemen ſeem willing to argue the main queſ- 
tion whilſt they affect to avoid it. I am clearly of opinion that 
the whole proceedings were ſtrictly legal, and perfectly conſti- 
tutional, and ſhall give my reaſons at a proper time. Ir regard 


to the motion now before us, I think ſomething more than mere 


information is intended; for as that information may be had by 
the liberal offer of the right honourable gentleman, 1 ſee no reaſon 
to perſiſt in having it by any other mode. 


Mr Bu, (of O!d-town,)—T happen to differ greatly from 
the learned member who ſpoke laſt. I think the mode required 
by the noble lord is the only parliamentary mode, 


The SreAaKeR then ſaid that all object of debate, as he 


imagined, was over, as the Attorney General was ready, as he 
ſaid, to furniſh the Houſe with the papers. 


Mr. BuzxGn, (of Old-cown.)— That will not do. 


The ATToxNey GENERAL,—T have already declared I was 
the adviſer of the mode of attaching Mr. Reilly; it was my act, 
and I hold myſelf reſponſible for it. I am ready to meet any en- 
quiry z I will never ſbrink from any; I even court it; and am ſo 
far from wiſhing to obſtruct information, I offer it. But as Iam 
unwilling to bring the records from the offices, I will produce 
what relates to the cafe myſelf, I will move an amendment, by 
inſerting after the word ** that,” the words, the King's Attor- 
ney General do lay before this Houſe a copy of the charge ex- 
hibited by him againſt Henry Steevens Reilly, late high ſheriff 
of the county of Dublin, in conſequence of which he was at- 
tached by the court of King's Bench.” Thus, Sir, the informa- 
tion will be fully had, for | am myſelf the proper officer, ſince 
the Clerk of the Crown is but a deputy to the King's Attorney 
General, and he cannot bring any record, or copy of a record, 
without applying to the King's Attorney General for his per- 
miſlion. 

Mr. Bon, (of Old- town.) If we accept the amendment we 
give up a right of the Houſe, The original reſolutign called up- 
on the proper officer. If the right honourable gentleman be the 
proper officer, why vary the original reſolution ? It has been 
laid that the Houſe has no right to examine into the conduct of 
the judges. Is the caſe of ſhip-money, is the cate of general 
warrants forgotten? It is ſaid, bring a charge againſt the judges. 
I perſonally reipe& many of them, and have no intention to com- 
way of their conduct; 1 ſhould feel myſelf proud if they had 

en right. But ic is allowed by gentlemen who oppole this mo- 

Vor. IV. * | 
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tion that the Houſe has a right to complain of the conduct et 
. Judges in the committee of courts of juſtice; if then the Houſe 
ſhall be refufed the papers on which the charge is to be grounded, 
what is it but giving up the right? For my part, I was glad to 
hear the honourable gentleman [Mr, Solicitor General] explain 
himſelf, for l was one of the vociferous perſons who thought he 
. broached unconſtitutional doQrine. To-night a matter which 
relates to commerce has been refuſed, papers which were abſo- 
lutely neceſſary were refuſed z bete is a matter where your liberty 
is concerned, and liberty is much dearer than property, and it 
has been refuſed to this Houſe, 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL.—l have offered to bring in that 
information myſelf; and if gentlemen do not chooſe to take it that 
way, let it be remembered who wiſhes to ſhrink from an enquiry; 
it is not me. 

Mr. CrnaxLes O' Nr IU Il have not time thoroughly to 
inveſtigate the ſubje&—] think it improper for the decifion of this 
Houſe; nor will J give any opinion upon the legality of the 
deciſion of the points then in iſſue. But I have ſeen ſome papers 
handed about among zentlemen, which ſeem to have been written 
with great induſtry. I cannot take upon me to ſay whether they 
were juſtly taken or not, In diiterent newſpapers the arguments of 
our judges have been ſaid to be given. One of the arguments ia 
one paper, one of them in a ſecond, and two more in a third pub- 
lication. I have read theſe arguments, as they were called. Now 
I know that the deciſion of the judges have been often right, 
though their arguments were rotten. One judge ſaid that the 
doQrine of attachments had lain dormant 


Mr. Ar To NET GeNErAL—I beg leave to interrupt the 
learned gentleman, and to aſſure him that almoſt every word ia 
the newſpaper is falſe, 

Mr. O'Ne1zL.—lf io, theſe publications were a moſt flagrant 
libel on the court of King's Bench, and ought as ſuch to be ani - 
madverted upon. I] am happy to find that they are falſe. One 
of them, however, has ſaid that one judge declared that the court 
of King's Bench in England proceeded by information, whilſt the 
ſame court in Ireland proceeded by attachment. For my pan 
I know of no ſuch national compact. I diſlike hearing of ſtat- 
chamber deciſions. It has been ſaid that attachments had pro- 
ceeded ſtom the ſtar- chamber. It is not ſo; attachments were 
of the molt remote antiquity, while informations had their origin 
in the ſtar- chamber, but have ſince grown into and become the 
law of the land. Another judge, or rather the publiſher of the 
neu ſpaper, ſaid that one court had procceded in one way, and 
another Court in another, For my part J cannot ſee how to ac- 
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1 count for that, unlefs a man were to ſay that one court has been 
always right, and the other always wrong. I wiſh ſomething 
| authoricative could go down to future ages, but the mere affidavit 
4 which conſtitutes the Charge, and the rule made upon it. For 
; my part I never could concur in any doQtrine which declared a 
. variance between the courts of Weſtminſter-hall and our courts. 
b think ſuch a variance would be fatal. I hold this ſubje& im- 
4 proper for diſcuſſion. This Houſe is not capable of a reverſion 
y of the determination of the judges; but if it is intended to urge 
! any charge againſt the Judges the committee for courts of juſtice 
is the proper place. I have framed no opinion upon the legal'ty 
of the ſubject, and if I had I ſhould never declare it. I do not 
at think it proper for diſcuſſion, and ſhall therefore vote againſt 

at it. - 
T Mr. Bu an, (of Old-town.)—There is no intention whatever, 
on the part of me or my friends, to queſtion the conduct of the 

5 judges. | 
r Mr. AxTHUR BrowNne.—T will always boldly and decidedly 
* inſiſt upon the power of the Houſe of Commons to inveſtigate 
** the conduct of judges. No man is ſo abſurd as to ſay that this 
ey Houſe can reverſe judgments, or that it is a court of judicaturez 
10 but undoubtedly we have a power of conſidering, in order to 
os condemn or applaud their conduct, No power is more neceſſary , 
11 tor every lawyer knows that a ſubject, if injured, can never 
74 bring an action againſt a judge for what he does in his judicial 
bt capacity, Where then can he hope redreſs but from the high 
. court of parliament? I beſeech gentlemen to conſider that the 
icfuſal of the preſent motion is in lad a denial of this important 
power z for what does it ſignify to acknowledge the power of en- 
the quiring into the conduct of judges, if we have not a power of 
d in calling for thoſe records and proceedings on which alone ſuch 
an enquiry can be founded? Ehe Attorney General indeed of- 
rant :13 to produce the affidavit which contains the accùſation agaiuſt 
. Mr. Reilly, but that is doing nothing, unleſs the judgment of the 

One court, and the rules entered, are alto produced. 

* It is trifling to ſay you ought to produce ſome ſpecific charge 
& the againſt the judges. No charge is made, but a general diſcontent 
pan las prevailed at certain proceedings by attachment; and the ob- 
ur- ect is, at preſent, not to accuſe but to enquire into the cauſes 
pro- o this diſcontent. I have the higheſt reverence for the courts 
—_— of juſticez 1 have the higheſt retpeR for the individuals who 
origin compole the court ot King's Bench, and J hope the enquiry 
e tho will turn out to their honour. «But it is an aflront to common 
f the lenle to ſay you ſhall not enquire until you make ſome chargey 
and and you never can make any charge, for you never ſhall have 
go nr the proper papers. — l beg gentlemen will mark the incon- 
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ſiſtency of thoſe who affect to be eager for the enquiry and yet 
refuſe the neceſſary materials. If I wanted to embarraſs govern- 
ment, or to ſet them ina ſuſpicious and odious light, it would be 
my wiſh that they ſhould refuſe this reaſonable and neceſſary in- 
formation, a 

The ArTorNey GENERAL preſſed his amendment, as an- 
ſwering all the purpoſes of the original motion. 


Lord Cu An LES FiTzGERALD.— The . amend- 
ment will be betraying the rights of the Houſe. I therefore ap- 
peal to the authority of the chair. If it is the opinion of the 
chair that it will not be a dereliction of the rights of the Houle, 
I will accept the amendment. : 


| Mr. Joux TorER.— No man has a right to put ſuch a queſ- 
tion to the chair. 


[This was generally oppoſed by a loud cry from all ſides cf 
the Houſe of No.] 


Mr. Joux Wor re. —!l have two objections to the amendment. 
The one is that it denies the right of the Houſe, and attacks its 
privileges; for any denial of the right of the Houſe to any paper 
whatſoever, containing any information to that Houſe, is a high 
breach of its privileges. I will not ſhelter myſelf under the au- 
thority of the chair, an authority than which no higher is any 
where to be found. There is no enquiry into the merits of the 
right honourable gentleman. The queſtion does not reſt upon 
his merits. The liberty of the ſubjeQ has been infringed ; and 
I am fearful for my own liberty, which I only enjoy in common 
with the ſubject, and which has been infringed wich that of the 
ſubject. I have a perſonal regard for ſome of the judges. I would 
not be afraid to impeach them if they had been guilty z but I wan: 
the ground neceſſary for the impeachment, I ſhall be happy that 
there is no Charge to be brought againſt them; but that they have 
acted improperly has been univerſally allowed. [Here a loud cry 
of No, No.] It has been univertally allowed, ſave by thoſe 
who now cry No. In England it is unanimouſly declared to 
have been wrong. {Here again a ſimilar cry of No.] Mere No 
goes for nothing—aſlertion without proof cannot claim any atten- 
tion. I ſhould be ſony to put my authority in competition upon 
a law point with that of a lawyer; but, in my opinion, the liber- 
- ty of the ſubjeQ is infringed if papers are to be refuſed, I call 
upon the authority of the chair to know if I have not a right to 
demand theſe papers? I will not accept as a boon from any man 
that to Rk T Eve a tight. | 


Mr. Oelz ſupported) the amendment, as doing all that w3 
neceſſary to bring on the enquiry, as did Mr. Maso. 
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Mr. Grokcr MoxTGomMERy ſaid, that the amendment was 
depriving that Houſe of its privileges. 


Mr. Foxnes.,—lI beg leave to read two extracts in point, to 
ſhew that the Houſe has a right to order the Clerk of the Crown 
to bring records before the Houſe ; they are in iſt William and 
Marv, immediately after the revolution. The firſt is, “ ordered, 
that the Clerk of the Crown do lay before this Houſe the record 
in the caſe of Roger Johnſon.” The ſecond is, “ that the Clerk 
of the Crown do lay before this Houſe the proceedings in the caſe 
of the ſeven Biſhops. 


Mr. Bx OoORxE urged the Speaker to give his opinion. 


The Streak ſaid, there ſeemed to be but little difference 
between the gentlemen. 


— 


The SecxETARY or STATE urged that the queſtion which 
had been propoſed was better ſupplied by the amendment, 


The Right Honourable Thomas ConoLLy,—I am divided 
how I ſhall vote. If the motion of the noble lord claimed any 
thing which was not to be had by the amendment, I ſhould vote 
for the motion; but if the amendment can ſupply every thing 
which is to be had by the original motion, I then ſhall vote for 
it, There may be exceptions againſt the mode of proceeding, 
but certain I am, if the right honourable gentleman [the Attor- 
ney General] has miſtaken, he has done it with the beſt deſign, 
namely, that of preſerving his country. 


General LuTTxgriui.—ltf gentlemen are not ſatisfied with the 
conceſſions of my right honourable friend, they mean only to 
inſtitute a mock, and not a real enquiry, as they now fly from 
il, 

Mr. Foxprs.—Nothing comes from the right honourable gene- 
ral but what ought to have an anſwer. The very words he has 
uſed are ſufficient reaſon for not accepting the propoſition.— 
He talked of the conceſſions of his right honourable friend —This 


Houſe makes a claim from its own rights, and not from any per- 
ſon's conceſſions, 


Mr. Ogi vir. — The right honourable gentleman on the 
other fide of the Houſe Mt. Conolly] has ſaid if he were con- 
vinced that the motion of the noble lord was not ſupplied: by the 
amendment, be would vote for the motion. Now the amend- 
ment of the Attorney General does either more -or leſs than the 
noble lord's motion. If it does leſs, the right honourable gen- 
tleman will not vote for it. If it only goes as far, it is nugatory. 
And as the Houſe has an undoubted right to the paper in queſtion, 
| wit! not ſuſfer the Attorney General to bully the Houſe out of 


that rizht, 
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The ArTorney GExtrAL.—l call that gentleman to order, 
The gentleman ſeems to be quite unacquainted with parlia- 
mentary order, and parliamentary language. I muſt inform him 
that he has no right to name any particular member, much lets 
to impute any thing to him which is not a fact. Bullying the 
Houſe is very unutual language indeed, 


Mr. OcLEvie,—l refcr to the chair whether I was in order 
or not. | 


Mr. SpraxER.— The gentleman was not entirely within the 
rules cf order, 


Mr. Ogarr vi. —I ſhall bow to the deciſion of the chair. 1 
will not then repeat what I ſaid, but I will repeat what I intended 
to ſay. His Majeſty's Attorney General on the firit day of the 
ſeſſion challenged the Houle to enter into the queſtion of attach- 
ment, and now he meanly ſkulks from it. Now he oppoles the 
defire of the Houſe fo come at the authentic documents of the 
court of King's Bench, Who now refuſes the enquiry? To 
refuſe it is to prove the criminality of the doctrine, and to refule 
the paper is to refuſe the enquiry, If the right honourable gen- 
tleman ſtands on legal grounds, now is his time to ſhew it. It ſig- 
nies little that the Attorney General offers, of himielf, to give 
information; I will not deign to receive information from him. 
Is he the proper officer ? jp the Houſe to be fatished with his 
report of the matter? It is beneath the dignity of the Houſe to 
receive information from a clerk—1 conſider the Attorney General 
only as a clerk—the Houſe knows no Attggney (General—nor 
will J confent to receive ſuch information as he chuſes to give. 
J earneſtly call upon the Houſe to maintain its dignity, by ordering 
the record before them, and tv be brought by the proper officer, 
If it does not, it will eſtabliſh a mpſt dangerous precedent, which 
may be ruinous to the liberties of the nation. 


The ATToxwNey GeNnERAL,—T am not ſurprized at the total 
and abſolute ignorance the gentleman ſhews upon this queſtion, 
There is no document or copy of proceeding againſt Mr. Reilly 
but the affidavit which accuſes him and ſtates his crime, and the 
order of the court for his puniſhment. He did not attempt to 
gurge himſelf by affidavit of his innocence, as he might have done 
if he was innocent ; but by his ſilence he admitted the charge. 
Does any man imagine that if the reſolution moved by the noble 
lord were to paſs, that copies of the ſpeeches cf the lawyers, or 
the reaſons whercon the judges found their opinions, would be 
laid before the Houſe? The only papers that can be laid are thoſe 


that I have mentioned. If the Houſe ſhould order the officer of 


the court to bring them up, he muſt apply to the Attorney Ge- 
neral for his content tedo ſo; for he cannot act otherwiſe conſif- 
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tent with his ofice, I have offered this ſatisfaction to the Houſe 


in the firſt inſtance; and this is called ſkulking from the queſtion. 
Let me tell that gentleman 1 never ſkulked even when I went to 
ſchool, and ſhall not begin now. He fays he only conſiders me 
as a Clerk 3 in that too he is miſtaken; I am neither a clerk nor 
2 writinz-maſter, But the gentleman betrays an utter ignorance 
of the whole ſubject, therefore I am not ſurprized he ſhould ſup- 
poſe that information is withheld. 

Mr. CoxoLLv.—l agree that this is a ſubject that ought to be 
inveſtigated, and that every neceſſary document ſhould be laid 
before the Houſez but as the mode propoſed by the Right 
Honourable the Attorney General, who ſeems as deſirous as any 
man to bring it forward, will fully anſwer, I am againſt removing 
the records of the court. This is nota time to inflame the public 
mind. If gentlemen wiſh to fhew their patriotiſm, it ought to be 
againſt thoſe who diſturb the peace of the nation, not by railing 
at them who endeavour to preſerve tranquillity: and even if the 
Right Honourable the Attorney General has acted with unuſual 
rigour againſt ſuch men, it ought to he imputed to his zeal to ſerye 
his country—it deſerves applauſe, not cenſure. 


Sir EDWARAD NeweNHAM.—On the firſt mentioning of this 
buſineſs I declared J would take up the gaunilet againft the At- 
torney General, when the people were fairly repreſented and this 
Houſe reformed—law and equity cannot overcome determined 
majorities, 


Mr. Micaaert SMlTH.—l defirethe motion to be read (which 
was done). It is obvious that it is the general wiſh to bring the 
queſtion of attachment before this Houte. It is an object of the 
firſt conſideration to the citizens of this country, as it involves 
the firſt conſtitutional rights. The motion is a plain, fair, and 
temperate one. The amendment 1s calculated to ſtifle and pre- 
vent inquiry. It refuſes the proper officer to lay before the Houſe 
the neceſſary documents. Suppoſe a committee of juſtice appoint- 
ed, they will neceſſarily ſay, here we have no ground to inquire 
upon, for the committee has not the beſt evidence, which muſt 
be the caſe if the Attorney General be permitted to uſurp the 
place of the proper officer, Beſides the exculpatory afhdavit made 
part of the proceedings, and it is not mentioned in the amend- 
ment. 


The Right Honourable Mr. Convncyam,—A queſtion of 
this importance merits our attention, and gentlemen on all ſides 
of the Houſe ſeem to concur in wiſhing it to be brought forward. 
The noble lord has moved for papers for that purpoſe, and my 
right honourable friend has offered to produce them. The only 
&{pute is whether he or the Clerk of the Crown ſhall lay them 
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before the Houſe. Provided we get the neceſſary information it 
ſeems to me very immaterial by whom it is given; but as it iz 
thought improper to bring the records of the covrt out of the office, 
I ſhall give my vote for the amendment. 


Mr. Str ANT FirzctRalD.—It is very irregular that 
after gentlemen on the other ſide af the Houſe have referred to the 
authority of the chair, that they ſhould diſpute that authority, 
The Speaker has decided. 


Mr. Sytzaxerx.—No, Sir, I have not pronounced any deciſion, 


Sir EpwanD NEWENUAMu.— No Speaker ever acted more im- 
partially; his words have been miſconcei ved; he never uſed ſuch 
expreſſions. 


Mr.-Se JEAN T FITzGERAI D. I underſtood the Speaker had 
ſaid there was no difference between the queſtions. 


Mr. SyEAKerR.—The honourable and learned member has miſ- 


taken. 


Mr. Sex jEanNT FiTZGERALD,—l beg pardon for my miſ- 
take. 


The Ar roxN EY GeNFRAL.— The charge made by my ho- 
nourable friend, [Mr. Smith] who I believe came late into the 
Houſe, makes it neceſſary for me to make an amendment to my 
amendment. He has called for an exculpatory affidavit, which if 
he had not been concerned in the caſe would have been leſs ex- 
traordinary ; but leſt I ſhould ſeem to have a defire to hide any 
part cf the proceedings, I move the words, ** as alſo the exculpa- 
tion of the ſaid Henry Steevens Reilly to the ſaid charge, may 
be inſerted as an addition to my firſt motion of amendment. 


Mr. MicuateL SMITH,—1 beg I may be indulged to ſay a 
few words to explain myſelf, I have been charged with coming 
lat to the Houſe—to that charge I muſt plead guilty l muſt ac- 
knowledge that 1 haye not attended my duty 3 as diligent- 
I as | ought ty have done; and having run haſtil), not being at 
all prepared for the queſtion, I had forgotten that Mr. Reilly had 
not made an exculpatory afſidavit. I am as incapable of any in- 
tention of miſrepreſenting as my right honourable friend is of de- 
ceiving the Houſez but then there are other parts of the pro- 
ceedings not mentioned in the amendment of the right honoura- 
ble gentleman, Mr. Reilly ſtated by petition his ſubmiſſion to 
the court, and his having no criminal intention. I attended with 
Mr. Reilly, and ſtated this petition. This, and the judgment of 
the court given after hearing it, and every. intermediate act before 
x judgment, and between it and the original affidavit, ought to 
e laid before the Houſe, The right honourable gentleman firſt 
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aid that he would lay the charge; and then, in a firain of 
irony, ſaid that he would lay betore the Houſe the exculpatory 
affidavit. 1 ſhall take the liberty of telling the right honourable 
gentleman that this is too ſerious a ſubject for irony. The 
amendment is urged every way in a queſtion form, and cannot 
be regular, it the Attorney General is not the proper officer. 


Mr. Cox v. I cannot avoid ſaying a few words, The queſ- 
tion divides itſelf into two great points. 

Firſt, whether Reilly 1s guilty or not ? 

Secondly, if he were guilty, if the court were right in its 
mode of puniſhing ? 

If the charge and the exculpation were ſufficient to ſhew that 
Mr, Reilly was guilty, without the judgment being laid before 
the Houſe, there is a further ground wanting to prove that the 
ſentence of the court of King's Bench is right. But can the 
Houſe, without further documents, proceed to determine in the 
firſt inſtance, whether the court was right to puniſh at all? And 
ſecondly, whether right to puniſh without the intervention of a 
jury? | 

Mr. CuxRran.—l ſhould be very averſe from obtruding my 
ſentiments, if gentlemen differed only about words. I do not 
wiſh to defeat the object I wiſh to ſee the proceedings before 
the Houſe. I never meant to become an accuſer of the court or 
the learned gentleman—l leave that to himſelf. If the attach- 
ment and anſwer, if any there was, were laid on the table, they 
are not enough; there is ſtill wanting the judgment upon which 
only the committee can ground an enquiry, If the Attorney 
General was the proper officer there could be no objection to his 
laying the papers before the Houſe, I am not warranted to take 
any notice of that conduct, but I feel for the dignity of the of- 
fice, when the right honourable gentleman may no longer be At- 
torney General——1 do not like to ſee any perſon in that high 
ſtation running from office to office, paying his ſixpences for the 
papers which the Houſe had compelled him to procure. I have 

nown gentlemen in that office who had not a ſufficĩent agility 
to come dirty from head to foot in ſearching for papers from the 
different offices. The Houſe has always, through caution of de- 
grading any officer, carefully avoided naming the perſon, I wiſh 
the right honourable gentleman not to be the inftrument to de- 
grade his office. —Act all events it will be to the honour of che 
_ to decide upon the queſtion ſpeedil), ſolemnly, and 
ully. | 

The Houſe divided on the amendment. 

7 Ayes — 107 

Noes — 42 


Majority 63 
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Tellers for the ayes, Serjeant Fitzgerald and Mr. Boyd. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. T. Burgh, of Oldtown, and Mr, 
John Wolfe. | 
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V/EDNESDAY, FeBRUARY 9, 1785, 


A petition of Paul le Bas, examinator of the premiums paid 
for bringing of corn, meal, flour, and malt by inland carriage to 
Dublin, ſetting forth, that the very great increaſe of buſineſs in 
the ſaid office, makes it neceſſary to employ clerks to aſſiſt there- 
in, the payment of whoſe ſalaries nearly equals the falary allow- 
ed petitioner by act of parliament, and praying relief, was pre- 
tented to the Houſe and read, 


A petition of John Long, of Kilmainham, in the county of 
Dublin, woolen manufacturer, was preſented ro the Houſe and 
read, praying the Houle may think him 1ntitled to a ſhare of what- 
ever bounties may be granted by parliament, for encouraging the 
eſtabliſhment of the woollen manufacture in the different country 
parts of this kingdom, or afford him ſuch other aid as they ſhall 
think fit. | 


A petition of the truſtees of the circular road round Dublin, 
praying the aid of the Houſe to an undertaking of ſuch public 
wility and convenience, was preſented to the Houle and read. 


A petition of a number of gentlemen of the county of Donegal, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that petitioners 
approve of the generous offer made to parliament by the riglt 
honourable William Conyngham, for encouraging the north 
welt hſhery ; and propoſing that a like bounty, and under the 
like reſtrictions, ſhould be extended to petitioners and all other 
gentlemen cf that county; ſo that any perſon laying out five 
hundred pounds or upwards, may be intitled to a ſimilar parlia- 
mentary aid, under ſuch reſtrictions as the Houſe ſhall preſciibe, 
to be accounted for to parliament. | 


A petition of the miniſter, church-wardens and prateſtant 
pariſkioners of the pariſh of St. Nicholas, without the walls of 
the city of Dublin, praying aid to enable them to repair their 
pariſh church, was preſented to the Houle and read. 


A petition of the royal college of ſurgeons in Ireland, pray- 
ing aid to erect an hall, where the various branches of the pro- 
feilion might be regularly taught, was preſented to the Houle 
and read. N 
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A petition of William Deane, cf the city of Dublin, Eſq; 
on behalf of himſelf and the other proprietors of the window and 
bottle glaſs houſes, was preſented to the Houle and read; ſet- 
ting forth, that they apprehend, from a reſolution of the Hiouſe 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament, that their glaſs houſes are to be remov- 
ed, and that the manufacture will be loſt to this city, unleſs they 
are enabled to ereCt hahitations for the perſons employed, as 
well as the buildings nece{Jary to the manufacture; and praying 
relief, | 


A petition of Richard Talbot, of Malahide, Eſqz Joſeph 
Smyth and partners of Balbriggen, Kirchoffer and company of 
Celbridge, and Nathaniel Wilton of Belfaſt, merchant, praying 
aid to 3 the erecting of machinery, for ſpinning cotton by 
water for warps, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A bill for improving church lands was read a third time, 
paſſed, and ordered to be carricd to the lords by the honourable 
Mr. Bourke. ; 


The Houſe went into a committee, Mr. John Wolfe in the 
chair, on the bill to take away the challenge of array; aud it 
was ordered to be engroſſed. f 


The ATTorxey General preſented a copy of the charge 
brought by him in the court of King's Bench againſt Henry 
Steevens Reilly, late high ſheriff of the county of Dublin, on 
which he was attached, | 


Mr. ArTToxney GexnegraAL—Sir, there is an addition to the 
above order of the Houſe, namely, and alſo the exculpation 
offered by the ſaid Henry Steevens Reilly,” with which it is im- 
poſſible for me ta comply; for Mr. Reilly did not offer any ex- 
cylpation at all. There is none upon record, and therefore none 
can be produced. 


Mr. Lox6r1tLD.—As it is intended to take this matter of 
attachments into the ferious and ſolemn confideration of the 
Houſe; and as natice has been given by a noble lord that he in- 
tends to bring it on next Wedneſday, I think there is ſomething + 
more wanting for the information of the Houſe than the paper juit 
now laid upon your table' by the right honourable member. In 
that we are acquainted with the charge made againſt Mr. Reilly 
and we are told, in conſequence of that charge, he was attach 
by the court of King's Bench; but we have no authentic docu- 
ment before us of that fat, 1 therefore humbly move, chat 
the pages officer do lay before this Houſe a copy of the order 
made by the court of King's Bench for attaching Henry 
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Steevens Reilly, Eſq; late high ſheriff of the county of Dub. 


lin.” | 
It was ordered accordingly. 


Sir EDwWaRD NEWENHAM moved © that the proper officer 
do lay before this Houſe a liſt of ſuch perſons as have taken out 
commiſſions as juſtices of the peace for counties at large, from 

the 29th of September, 1783, to the iſt of February, 1785.“ 

* Allo, * that the proper officer do return to this Houſe a liſt of 
ſuch perſons as have qualified, from the 24th of June, 1784, 
to the iſt of February, 1785, purſuant to an act of laſt ſeſſion, 
intitled an act for aſcertaining the qualifications of ſuch perſons 
as ſhall take out commi ſſions of the peace for counties at large.” 
He obſerved that he made this motion to ſee whether the late act 
of parliament has been adhered to, for if it has not he meant to 
bring that ſubject more fully before the Houſe. 

Both were ordered accordingly. 


Mr. Gairriru.— Sir, I beg to call the attention of gentle- 
men to ſome motions that I intend to make to obtain that informa- 
tion which I hold to be abſolutely neceſſary for our entering into 
the diſquiſition of next Friday; for, Sir, in the great- and moſt 
important buſineſs of commercial arrangement between Great 
Britain and Ireland, every information that can enable us to ex- 
amine how it may be advantageous or not, is neceſſary. I humbly 
move that the proper officer do lay before this Houſe a liſt of 
fuch commodities as are of the growth, manufacture and pro- 
duce of this kingdom, the importation of which is prohibited 
into Great Britain; and alſo ſuch goods, the growth, manufac- 
ture and produce of Great Britain, the exportation of which to 
Ireland is prohibited. x 


Sir HexcuLrts LaxcrtsHe,—l beg leave to acquaint the 
honourable gentleman that there is no proper officer in this king- 
dom who can poſlibly comply with this order. All prohibitions 
are laid on by the acts of the Britiſu parliament, and can any of- 
ficer of this country go to England, and ſearch the journals of 
parliament, or the offices of the revenue, to make this re- 
turn ? 


Sir Jonn PaxxeELL.—The honourable gentleman muſt be 
convinced, from what fell from the honourable baronet, that 
there is .no-proper officer, and therefore his motion is uſeleſs. 
But I will myſelf furniſh him with ſuch a liſt, for I have the 


Ieturn. 


Mr. GxryrirTh.—Sir, 1 know as well as the honourable ba- 
ronet, what thoſe articles are and that at this inſtant ; but I want 
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that the Houſe ſhould know them ; I want the nation at large to 
know them. 


Sir JohN PaRNELL,—T believe the Houſe, nor the nation at 
large, cannot know them but from the information of the honou- 
rable gentleman, or from the return which I have offered to make. 
| repeat there is no officer; that all prohibitions are by Britiſh acts 
of parliament. Does the gentleman want all of them to be 
brought down here, and laid upon your table, to acquaint him 
with what he ſays he knows already, and which he can know 
without this motion, 


Mr. GxiFr1TH.—1 want that knowledge to come before the 
Houſe officially, and by properly authenticated documents; and 
I can find a- way of coming at that information; and alſo of 
another motion which I have in my hand, which is for“ a lit 
of ſuch Engliſh goods as are prohibited to be exported from Great 
Britain to Ireland.“ I want thoſe to ſhew how our trade ſtands 
wich Britain, and how it will ſtand, notwithſtanding thoſe great 
commercial adjuſtments which were laid before us laſt Mon- 
day. 


The CranceilLort of THe Ech FER !] can aſſure 
the honourable gentleman that I would not wiſh to deprive him 
of any kind of information that can poſſibly be procured ; but 
really there is no proper officer to make the returns he deſires. 


Mr. Gzr1iriTH.— Sir, when I was one of the committee for 
conſidering the trade and manufaQures of this kingdom, I then 
became acquainted with theſe articles of prohibition of both the 
reception of ſundry articles from Ireland into Great Britain, and 
thoſe from Great Britain into Ireland; and fince there is no pro- 
per officer to produce thoſe returns, I will move to bring Mr. 
Richard Eaton before this Houſe, to give us a detail of theſe 
prohibited articles. | 


Mr. BexesrorD.—lI have no objection whatever to calling 
Mr. Eaton here; though I really think it quite unneceſſary to 
bring an officer here to tell the gentleman what he acknowledges 
he knows ſo well already. 


Mr. MasoN.—lt is certainly unneceſſary, for I dare ſay not 


only that gentleman knows, but every man elſe, what thole ar- 
ticles are, 


Mr. GatlrrirE.— Thoſe articles are many, and very impor- 
tant; and it is trifling to talk of the great advantages that will 
accrue to Ireland from thoſe propoſitions we have heard, when 
they do not remedy the evil; and at this hour there exiſts in 
Great Britain prohibitory duties on Iriſh hats, ſoap, candles, 
ſtarch, and checks of more than ten yards in a piece. This nati- 
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on ſhould be reminded of this, and the Houſe ſhould rememher 
it when we go into the diſcuſſion of this great ſyſtem of regula- 
tions, i 

The CuAxcrirlo or THE ExcnufeqQuer,—All that the 
gentleman wants to know may be obtained by means of exyj- 
dence. 


Ordered, that Mr. Richard Eaton do attend this Houſe to-mor- 


tow morning. 


Mr. Gx1Fee1TH,—The propoſitions made on Monday laſt by 
the right honourable Secretary were introduced in a manner that 
deſerves much praiſe. But I hope as it is an object of ſuch great 
magnitude, an object that requires the greateſt deliberation from 
perſons well verſed in the commercial intereſts of this kingdom, 
the taking into conſideration thoſe propoſitions will be poſtpon- 
ed to a more diltant day than Friday next. 


Mr. HaxTLey.,—lam very willing to pay my ſhare of ap- 
plauſe to the abilities of the right honourable Secretary, and the 
candid and reſpectful manner with which he laid the propoſitions 
before us; but as this buſineſs demands much time to conſider 
and inveſtigate them, gentlemen ſhould have the fulleſt opportu- 
nity to get every information on the ſubject. When the right 
honourable Secretary, before the receſs, mentioned his intention 
of bringing on this ſyſtem of commerce, I aſked him barely to 
explain the outlines of that fyſtem ; I did not want him to enter 
into the detail of it, but juſt to give the Houſe ſome ſketch of 
the ſyſtem which it was intended to adopt, The right honoura- 
ble gentleman could not at that time comply with my requeſt, 
but he then promiſed that whenever the buſineſs was brought for- 
ward it would not be hurried through the Houſe, but that full 
time would be given for the conſideration of it. Upon this pro- 
miſe I reſted ſatisfied z but really if the buſineſs is to be agitated 
on Friday next, it is impollible tor a gentleman to get the inftruc- 


tions of his conſtituents, and I hope, on ſuck bulineſs, no man. 


will be above taking ſuch advice. | have conſulted with ſome of 
the tirſt merchants and manufacturers in this city, and they all 
agree that longer time is neceſſary for conſideration, The traders 
of Cork and other large commercial towns have not had time 
to conſult and give their opinions, all which we ſhould have. 
On the laſt night when this ſyſtem was mentioned, I would have 
propoſed to adjourn the conhideration of it to a longer day, but 
the Howe was then in ſuch confuſion, and fo deſirous to adjourn, 
that | thought it better to wait for another opportunity; I there- 
fore hope that the right honourable gentleman will not preſs the 
buſineſs, but agree to the. motion which I ſhall now make, 


which is, “that the order for taking that part of the Lord Lieu- 
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tenant's ſpeech into conſideration, which reſpects the adjuſtment 
of the commerce of Great Britain and Ireland, on Friday next, 
be diſcharged.” I move this in order to make another motion, 
which is, that the committee ſhould fit on this buſineſs this 
day ſe'nni ght.“ 

Mr. GIT ITU. I ſecond the motion. I did not underſtand 
the propoſitions ſufficiently at frſt; they appeared to me very fair, 
but upon conſideration I found many of them exceptionable, and 
many of them abſolutely contradictory; and therefore, if they 
will precipitate them, I will give a negative to them in etc. | 


Sit HexcuLEs LANGRKISsUE.— Sir, the buſineſs to be entered 
upon next Friday is only to conſider the general propoſitions z to 
conſider whether the generous plan of equalizing our trade with 
that of Great Britain ſhall} be adopted. Are we not competent 
already to this buſineſs ? The particular modes, indeed the de- 
tail, may require ſome time, and gentlemen will have enough of 
it, Wherefore then are we deſired to delay commencing this im- 
portant work, and to ſtop our duties. The teſolutions contain an 
outline or principle of a commercial equality between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, They contain two points only the one, a 
declaration that it would be advantageous that this country 
ſhould be in a ſtate of perfect commercial equality with Great 
Britain, as well with refpe&t to Great Britain as with every 
other nation in the world. The other, that it would be reaſon- 
able, in return for ſuch benefits, we ſhould make a contributi- 
on to the empire, but a contribution eventual on the benefits we 
receive, "Theſe points, whether they are diſputable or not, are 
certainly in their nature ſo perfectly ſimple, that, as far as the 
mere principle is concerned they are this moment as intelligible, 
and could be as well decided on next Friday as next Friday 
le'nnight.— As to your delaying this buſineſs, will you conſult 
the extremities of the iſland—to what end? Will you wait to 
aſk the people in the North, will you conſent that your linens 
mall for ever be received duty free in Great Britain? Will you 
conſent that for eyer a duty ſhould be laid on foreign linens, to 
give a perpetual preference to yours in that country ? Will you 
conſent to have the bounties taken off which have injured your 
fail-cloth manufacture? Will you wait 'till you aſk Cork and 
Waterford, Belfaſt and Newry, who are ſending out cargoes of 
Your manufactures to Africa of America or the plantations, whe» 
ther, when their ſhips return with the produce of thoſe coun- 
tries, they will content to have the mateet of England open to 
them? Will you wait 'cill you aſk the blanket makers of Kil- 
kenny, the makers of flannels at Carrick, the ſtuff-weavers of 
Bandon, the poplin-weavers in Dublin—will you wait *till you 
ther, will you conſent to have che Engliſh matket opened 
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to you? Will you wait *till you aſk the ſugar-boilers, the manu- 
facturers of iron, &c. to whom coals are eſſential, will you con- 
ſent that no new impoſition ſhall ever be laid on coals ? Theſe 
are all the queſtions that you could aſk the people of Ireland on 
the ſubject of thoſe reſolutions. Another reaſon againſt poſtpon- 
ing is, that there is involved in this buſineſs, before it can he 
completed, a great and unavoidable delay. It muſt come be- 

you in twenty different ſhapes, of reſolutions, reports and 
bills, in different ſtages, before it can become the law of the 
land. Another objection to delay is, that the Britiſh parliament 
are ſitting, who are waiting for your opinion, and muſt co-ope. 
rate in the ſyſtem. Another objection is, that delay is like diſ- 
truſt, and generoſity may be diſguſted by a cold reception; and 
from its ſimplicity it does not require a long delay. 


Mr. Gzxirr1TH,—Sir, this immenſe plan of adjuſtment hath 
emplo\ ed the minds of miniſters for two years, to bring it to it 
preſent form; and can it be ſuppoſed the Houſe can ſufficiently 
conſider it in three or four days? The honourable baronet has 
ſaid, ©* ſhall we wait to conſult the merchants of Cork, and other 
great cities?“ I ſay yes; and not only them, but every trad- 
ing town in the kingdom. I have not the honour of repreſenting 
a county, or a great commercial place. My conſtituents are but 
few ; but I would wiſh even to have their inſtructions for my 
conduct. I repeat that when I firſt heard the propoſitions on 
Monday laft, I own I liked them. I thought them fair; 
I thought them equitable; I thought them advantage- 
ous, but, on conſidering them but two days, I find there 
are ſeveral faults and improprieties in ſome of them. If, 
then, I can find errors, from ſo ſlight a view, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow that time ſhould be allowed to canvaſs them thoroughly, u 
in time we muſt ſee more, and they may be amended, otherwiſe 
they may paſs immediately; and we may ſee dangers and de- 
ſtructions in them when it will be too late for any remedy, I, 
therefore, call on the candour of the right honourable Secretary. 
I call on the candour, nay, on the honour and honeſty of the 
Houle, not to hurry us on in this buſineſs. It is avowed: y a buſi- 
nefs on which depends the peace and the happineſs of the king- 


dom; and when both are at ſtake, let us not be deprived of a few 
days for conſideration, 


Mr. Bus uE.— For my own part I can ſee no warrantable cauſe 
for delay. The right honourable propoſer of theſe propoſitions 
promiſed that when we went into the conſideration of them he 
would fully explain them, What then can gentlemen aſk ? Let 
us go into the conſideration on the appointed day, and then, if 
they are not explained to the general ſatisfattion of every one, 
then, I ſay, it will be the time to aſk for more leiſure. But! 
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will give another reaſon why we ſhould not delay: The Britiſh 
miniſter is now well diſpoſed towards Ireland; if we ſhould let 
ſlip this opportunity it will be loſt for ever. The whole fabric of 
Britiſh monopoly is about to be thrown down in favour of Ireland. 
Shall we then delay *till the monopoliſts are rouſed, *till the ma- 
nufacturers of Mancheſter, of Glaſgow, and of Paiſley, inſtru 
their members to oppoſe the ſalutary advantages for Ireland? 
*Till the minifter is harafſed with ſwarms of addreſſes from all 
parts of Britain, and ſuch an univerſal clamour raiſed as will for 
ever deſtroy our hopes ? What will the Engliſh ſay when they 
hear we delay our proceedings *till our merchants and traders are 
conſulted? Will they not ſay, “ The Iriſh, who are to reap the 
benefit, will not proceed *till they have the opinions of their con- 
ſtituents z and ſhall not we, who are to loſe che benefits, be alſo 
conſulted.” Will gentlemen anticipate objections, and deſtroy 
the very root of Iriſh proſperity. For my part I am not for 
delaying a moment, and therefore ſhall vote againſt the motion, 


Mr. LoncrieiD.,—Mr. Speaker, was I only accountable 
to myſelf for my vote on this queſtion, it may have been to me 
a matter of indifference whether the buſineſs came on the day 
appointed or not—but, Sir, I hold an opinion of this commercial 
ſyſtem, that the fentiments of the merchants of this country, 
ſhould be collected on a circumſtance fo nearly allied to their 
intereſts men to whom the right of judging on this ſubjeQ, 
moſt certainly belongs—therefore I mutt in juſtice conſider, that 
the preſent commercial arrangement demands from me, that my 
vote on this occaſion ſhould coincide with their opinions, on 
propoſitions which have been offered to this country on the part 
of Great Britain. : 

The honourable Baronet aſks, whether there is a man in this 
Houſe who would refuſe an equalization with the Britiſh mer- 
chant, and a reciprocal ſyſtem of commerce? That is a queſ- 
tion of ſome weight, on which I conſider myſelf not competent 
to decide, and tor which reaſon I look for the advice and aſ- 
ſiſtance of the commercial gentlemen of the great and trading city 
of Cork.—lt they approve, I ſhall with pleafure ſupport ; if 
they diſapprove, and it ſhould fail in meeting their approbatien, 
I ſhall moſt undoubtedly oppoſe; if we deny ourſelves informa- 
tion we give a fatal ſtab to the intereſts of our country, and I con- 
feſs myſelf not too old to go to ſchool ; therefore until I have the 
opinions of my conſtituents, I ſhall certainly withhold my appro- 
bation or diſapprobation to any part of the propoſitions. 

Sir, there is a very material buſineſs for our conſideration, as to 
ProteQing Duties z by thoſe propoſitions we have our choice, 
to a duty equal to that laid on the importation of Engliſh cloths 


into Ireland, or whether we prefer the duty amounting to a pro- 
Vor. IV, N 
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hibition on the importation of Iriſh cloths into Great Britain, 
Now, Sir, Great Britain being in a ſtate of maturity, or our 
manufactures being in their infancy, may occaſion much miſ- 
chief to ariſe to this country, without that propoſition being de- 
cided upon by the manufaQturers of Ireland, who are certainly 
the proper perſuns to be conſulted z and, Sir, ſhall we go into 
ſuch an important buſineſs, without any the ſmalleſt communi. 
cation, advice, opinion, with thoſe who are to benefit, or to be 
deſtroyed by our haſty determinations ? "Thoſe who have no re- 
gard to other men's opinions may wantonly proceed; but it ſhall 
never be ſaid of me that I was one of them. The honourable 
baronet fays, delay and an acquieſcence with that motion before 
ou, Sir, would argue ſuſpicion and diftruſt of England ; alas ! 
Teen we have too long pinned our faith upon het — I am 
not one of thoſe who am afraid to declare that J have no reliance 
on England. I confeſs my fears : ſuſpicion is not inimical to the 
conſtitution, and I declare J never imagined this Houſe bound in 
gratitude to Engliſh juſtice for any thing that has been done. 
It is, vir, to the American war we owe what we have obtained, 
and the unremitting zeal of patriotic Iriſhmen, that has ſhaken off 
the trammels of flavery. We are on the brink of an everlaſting 
emancipation, if we have reſolution and unanimity to purſve it. 
Adverſity was the ſchool of the Engliſh ; for reflection and their 
misfortunes firſt taught them wiſdom towards Ireland. In the 
days of their proſperity, our complaints were unattended to, our 
grievances untedreiſed, and our lamentations unregarded, 

Sir, I hold myſelf not free to decide, until I can hear the opi- 
nions of my conſtituents in Cork ; I owe them much ; gratitude 
for paſt favours may choak the expreſſion of others; that it has 
operated differently on me, deſerves little reſpect. I thought it 
a duty incumbent on me to give my ſentiments thus freely, and I 
hope time at leaſt will be gm to ſo reaſonable a body of men, 
to decide on a ſubject of ſuch magnitude and conſequence to 
them, and the kingdom at large. 


The Right Honourable Joyn O'NZg ILT. — As I repreſent one 
of the capital manufacturing counties in this kingdom, I join in a 
wiſh for a longer time for conlideration, and that l may have an 


opportunity of confulting thote who will be materially affect- 
ed. 


The Honourable Mr. HewitTT,—I declare myſelf as firm a 
friend to the trade and commerce of this kingdom as any man in 
it; but as I think all delay muſt be injurious, I muſt vote againſt 
the motion. There are men in this country who are never to be 
fatisfied ; who will miſrepreſent and undervalue every benefit we 
may receive. A delay will only encreale their clamour, and 
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dive it time to ſpread. I have this day ſeen one of the chief ma- 
nufacturers of Belfaſt, who told me he was thoroughly ſatisfied 


with the propoſitions ; and I ſhall, as a friend to the trade of 
Ireland, be againſt any delay. 1 


The Honourable RichARD HELY HVUTcHhINSON.—An ho- 
nourable gentleman over the way [Mr. Griffith] hath given me a 
very ſufficient reaſon why I ſhould vote againſt him. He ſays, 
ina few days he has found many faults in the propoſitions, and 
wants a delay to find more. So that it is plain that all that is 
wanted is only time to pick holes in the propoſitions. 


Mr. H. V. Bxooke declared himſelf for going into the buſineſs 
on Friday. 


Mr. Mor. ynev x.—Sir, we have been often told of Engliſh 
influence.— I wiſh to deſtroy all Engliſh influence in this Houſe, 
and in this kingdom, and not to be guided in our actions here b 
any conſideration of what the Engliſh merchants, or Engliſh 
parliament may think of them. An honourable gentleman has 
ſaid he has ſeen one Belfaſt manufacturer, who is ſatisfied with 
theſe propoſitions. Sir, I have ſeen more—l have ſeen an hun- 
dred Dublin merchants and manufacturers who are diffatisfied with 
them, who want time to conſider them maturely. And therefore 
I ſhall vote for the motion. 


Sir BoyLeE Rocxes,—Reconnoitering parties have been ſent 
from this fide of the Houſe [he fat near Mr. Griffith, who had 
gone to the other ſide to move for the returns mentioned above] 
and they found the adminiſtration ſo well ſituated, on the hi 
ground of honour and integrity, and ſo ſtrongly poſted, that they 
could not be attacked in B and only —— parties have 
been detached for buſn- fighting. I find ſafety and ſecurity only 
in that fortreſs. I ſhall therefore, like Noah's ark, or like a Rat, 
ſwim there for ſafety, and vote againſt any delay. 


Right Honourable WILLIAM Cox vNOHAM.—- I ſincerely 
hope that no delay may take place; but as the committee of ſup- 
ply might detain the Houſe late to-morrow, I wiſh that might 
be poſtponed *till Saturday, that gentlemen might come freſh to 
the buſineſs on Friday. The buſineſs of that day is only to ſettle 
the general propoſitions; on thoſe occaſions it is always beſt not 
to conſult merchants, each of whom hath ſome predilections in 
favour of his own branch of trade, or his own local prejudices z 
which, though laudable in themſelves, would yet be contradicto- 


ry, and therefore militate againſt general propoſitions, for the ad- 
vantage of the whole ſtate. 


Mr. Coxxy.,—When I reflect on the magnitude of theſe pro- 
poitions I am bewildered in my opinion I want time to conſis 
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der them accutately.—I own I like them on the general view, 
but I do not like to be forced, to be dragooned into them; and 
therefore I muſt reprobate the precipitation with which gentlemen 
purſue this meaſure, —Miniſters came prepared; they were privy 
to the plan ; and though they have taken ſo long before they 
could bring it on, they now refuſe to give gentlemen a week to 
conſider of it. One baronet 'afked, will you conſult the North 
Is it the better for the linen manufacture 7 bc their linens ſhould 
paſs free? This is begging the queſtion, this is abſurd—we do 
not want to Conſult for the certain good, but for the eventual 
evil—the delay might be fome argument if it was to beget infor- 
mation from diſtant parts; but the merchants of this metropolis, 
of this very city in which you are now fitting, and who have 
had equal time to deliberate as the parliament itſelf, are doubtſul 
as to the point—they have met, they have conſulted, and they 
wiſh for further time. Is it ſurprizing, then, that the members 
of this Houſe, two hundred of whom are ignorant of the ſubjeR, 
ſhould wiſh for ſome days longer to — — it? I cannot help 
taking notice of the argument; pray make haſte, leſt you give 
time to England to conſider of it! I am not ſo abſurd as to ſup- 
poſe the Engliſh miniſter is unacquainted with the propoſitions, 
or that the right honourable gentleman, who came himſelf from 
England, is defirous to do us good by injuring that kingdom, 
No, the very argument awakens my fears; when I hear men avow 
that they are robbing one part of rhe empire—it alarms me. Is this 
the way for union, for perpetual amity ? Suppoſe I heard a noiſe, 
and looking out of my window found robbers breaking my neigh- 
bour's houſe, and they ſhould ſay, never fear, do you reſt quiet, 
we will not rob you, it is your neighbour we intend to rob— 
Would that diminiſh my fears? No; I would ſtill look out, ſtill 
ſuſpeQ ſome danger. And when men acknowledge they are by 
—— injuring one part of the empire, I doubt there may 
ſome treachery practiſed towards us.—I cannot help remark- 

ing the abſurd and contradictory conduct of the miniſters, in te- 
ſiſting and in conceding upon the very ſame points. Laſt night 
they laid, with reſpect to the informations, in a thin Houle, that 
there was no record in the attachment caſe. This day, in a full 
Houſe, the record is preſented. Thus they reſiſted, thus they 
conceded.—At one time the buſineſs of commerce requires no con- 
fideration z at another time it requires much, and took ſome of 
them two years to adjuſt, We ſhall be ſtigmatized as a nation of 
Plunderers, as well on the political ſtage as on the theatre, if we 
go on thus. We are deſired to agree to the propoſitions firſt, but 
then debate upon the acts which are to be founded on thoſe pro- 
poſitions. —The right honourable Secretary ſays, the more we 
examine thoſe propoſitions the more we ſhall like them, —If be 
thinks as be fays, let him give us time to examine, that we may 
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like and fully approve. "This I think we ought to have, and ſhall 
therefore give my hearty affirmative to the motion. 


Sir HENRY CAVENDISH.— Gentlemen aſk time—for what? 
This is no novel queſtion that is to come before us on Friday. 
We have been praying, inſiſting, menacing, and bullying Eng- 
land for years, to obtain what : That which is now offered 
to us; and ſhall we, now it is offered, aſk time to conſider whe- 
ther we ſhall take it or not. If we a& thus, we ſhall add another 
to the blunders charged on this nation. We are told it is the 
province of parliament to diſtruſt England—I grant we ſhould be 
jealous—but when ? I will diftruſt her when ſhe refuſes, not 
when ſhe grants, our requeſts. I would not loſe a moment. 
am not happy *till we have ſecured thoſe long-ſought benefits, 
and would graſp them with eagerneſs; and I call on my country 
co graſp them icamediately. . 


Mr. HaxTLEy,—Sir, we are told that the general principle 
is equalization. Alas! Sir, that very principle wants inveſti 
tion and equalization. Equality may be the greateſt inequality 
in nations not equally ſituated, and we may be totally ruined 
by a ſtrict equalization. No, vir, it is only from protecting du- 
ties that we can be on a real equality with England. 


Mr. BxownLow.—lf the merchants and manufaQurers, con- 
verſant in trade, want time for conſideration, how much do 
gentlemen want it who are to decide for thoſe traders. Time 
is ſtill wanting, if not by the linen manufacturers, who will be 
evidently benefited, yet by other branches. The reaſon urged 
on the other ſide for not poſtponing this buſineſs is, that there 
will be time to examine it in a committee. The right honour- 
able gentleman who brings them forward took time to compare 
them; and it is but reaſonable that we ſhould have ſome time 
to conſider them. On the face of them, to me they all appear 
unexceptionable, except the laſt. I have great objeQions to the 
tenth propoſition, but as I would not depend on my own judg- 
ment, I rely on the candour and liberality of the right honour- 
able gentleman that he will allow time to conſult perſons who 
are Competent to give advice, and not oblige us to ſwallow pro- 
poſitions by wholeſale. 


Sir TUOMAS OsBokNne—lIf the public want information, the 
beſt way they can receive it will be by the proceedings of this 
Houſe; therefore I am againſt any delay. 


Major Doy.e.—We have indeed aſked for redreſs, for an 
extenſion of trade, we have pointed out the mode—by protecting 
duties but not one word is ſaid of them in theſe propoſitions. 
I fear we have aſked for bread and they have given us a ſtone, 
The liberty to ſend our goods to —— is juſt of as much uſe 
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as the diamond was to the cock in the fable. We aſked for pro- 
tecting duties, and we are offered equalization. This puts me 
in mind of a company of ſtrolling players who advertiſed the 
tragedy of Hamlet, in which the part of Hamlet was, by par- 
ticular deſire, to be—omitted. | 


Mr. Gzoxce MonTcomery, (of Cavan,) ſpoke a few 
words in favour of the motion, 


Sir Joun PARNEIT.— This has been called a difficult and 
complicated buſineſs, and time is defired for conſideration. Now, 
Sir, though I think it very improper to go into the merits of this 
buſineſs at large, yet 1 will beg leave to take up two minutes 
of your time, in order to ſhew that this ſubject is neither difficult 
or complicated. 

There are nine propoſitions, which contain five principles. 

The firſt is, the extending the benefits of the navigation act 
equally to both kingdoms. —Can any one doubt that it is an 
advantage to us to have our commerce thus extended ? 

The next is the equalization, —This, I allow, is a ſubjeC& for 
diſcuſſion. 

The third is, that England ſhall never embarraſs the primuæ 
of our manufactures.— Can any one doubt that it is an advantage 
to have our coals untaxed ? Yet this is the only country. in the 
world to which England ſends coals untaxed.—Can any man 
doubt that it is an advantage to have iron, copper, tin, and an 
hundred other articles untaxed ? 

The fourth principle goes to the encouragement and protec- 
tion of our linen manufacture, by providing that it ſhall for ever 
have the monopoly of the Britiſh market. 

The fifth is, that our goods or manufactures ſhall never be 
loaded with any tax in England, —Will any man fay that this 
is not an advantage ? 

There is another conſideration, whether in return for all theſe 
benefits we ſhall make any recompence to England ?—The others 
are either truiſm, or ſubjects that have been often diſcuſſed in 
this Houſe, | 

Mr. MicyatL SMITH. — If I aſk for time, it is only on the 
faith of adminiſtration, who promiſed it. When this buſineſs 
was firſt mentioned, the third day of this ſeſſion, and before the 
receſs, the miniſter promiſed we ſhould have time enough, When 
he laid them before the committee on Monday laſt, he ſaid he 
would not wiſh to hurry or precipitate us. Yet we are now 
told we ſhall have no time, When the miniſter apologized for 
taking a week's time though he had the ſyſtem long before in 
contemplation, ſurely he may allow a week to us who are to- 
tally unprepared. I hope for the honour of conſiſtency, and for 
his own honour, he will yield to our requeſt, 
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The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided on the 
motion. f 

Ayes, 37. Tellers, Mr. Hartley and Mr. Corry, 
Noes, 156. Tellers, Mr. Buſhe and Mr. Maſon. 


| The committee of ſuppl ſt d *cill Sa 

W pP WAS poitponed 1 turday, and 
the attendance of Mr. Richard Eaton *till Friday, ” | 

id The Houſe adjourned to Friday, 

Vy 


— — 


Fat DAY, FEBRUARY II, 1785. 


Richard Chapel Whaley, Eſq; took the oaths and his ſeat for 
the borough of Newcaſtle, in the county of Dublin. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. Tydd in the 
chair, and went through the bill to allow further time for perſons 


who have omitted to qualify, 
The Houſe being reſumed, Mr. T ydd reported the ſaid bill, 


, which was ordered to be engroſſed. 
g A petition of certain ſurgeons and phyſicians, governors and 


managers of the charitable hoſpital on Eſſex-quay, in the city 
of Dublin, praying aid, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of George and William Penroſe, of the city of 
Waterford, merchants, praying aid to improve and extend the 
manufacture of flint glaſs, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of John Feris, praying compenſation for his loſs 
of time, expence and trouble, in detecting and bringing to light 
ſeveral frauds attempted to be committed in the obtaining of 
bounties on the inland carriage of corn and flour in this kingdom, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


— 0 


A petition of the inhabitants of the town of Wicklow, pray- 
ing aid to remove obſtructions in, and deepen the entrance of 
the harbour of Wicklow aforeſaid, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, | 


A petiton of the miniſter, church-wardens and proteſtant in- - 
habitants of the pariſh of St. Peter, in the city of Cork, prayin 
aid to enable them to rebuild their pariſh church, was preſente 
to the Houſe and read. 


j! d a” Y TW 


A petition of Henry Croſby, of the city of Dublin, woollen 
draper, praying aid to improve and extend the ſpinning and 
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twiſting of cotton bywater at Finglas, in the county of Dublin, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of George Cuppage, of Harold's Croſs, in the 
county of Dublin, praying aid to improve and extend the 


making of paper moulds, the drawing and weaving of fine braſs . 


and iron wire, and the making of machines for bolting flour and 
cleaning wheat, previous to grinding, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read. 


A petition of certain merchants, who have been nominated a 
council, by a numerous body of traders, aſſociated under the 
title of the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Dublin, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that they have 
ſeen certain propoſitions which have been ſubmitted to this 
Houſe, for a final adjuſtment of trade and commerce between 
Great-Britain and Ireland, and repreſenting to the Houſe, that 
the propoſition for eſtabliſhing between each kingdom, the ſame 
duties on the admiſſion into each, of articles of the growth, pro- 
duct or manufacture of the other, will not, in ſome inſtances, 
really accompliſh that reciprocity on which the propoſitions are 
profeſſed to be founded, inaſmuch as the maturity of the one 
country cauſing her manufacture to be of a fine fabrick, while 
the infancy of the other will only allow her manufacture to be 
of a coarſe fabrick, the ſame duty = yard being laid on the 
coarſe as on the fine, may be admiſſion to the one, but exclu- 
ſion to the other; that where there now exiſts any prohibition 
in either kingdom, on the exportation to the other, of articles 
of its growth, product or manufacture, the encountering ſuch 
prohibition with prohibition, is not calculated to encourage and 
extend the trade between bath kingdoms, or reconcileable to that 
ſpirit of affection and mutual liberality of intercourſe which 
could prevail between countries ſo cloſely connected; but that 
if a meaſure ſo unfriendly as that of prohibition will be per- 
ſiſted in on the part of Great-Britain, it will be impolitic in 
Ireland to preclude herſelf for ever from adopting a ſimilar con- 
duct, in reſpect to the exportation of the material of her ſtaple 
manufacture; that they conceive that an effectual preference to 
articles of the growth, product or manufacture of each country 
over ſimilar articles of foreign growth, product or manufacture 
on their importation into the other country, ſhould be ſecured by 
a mutual engagement, that any preſent exiſting preference 
ſhould in no ſort be ever hereafter leſſened ; and ſubmitting the 
premiſes ro the confideration of the Houſe. 


The Secretary or STATE.—lI do not by any means wiſh 
to oppoſe the Houſe receiving this petition z but I muſt obſerve, 
when a ſimilar petition was brought in during the laſt ſeſſion, it 
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had been rejected on the principle that there was no ſuch body 


known in the ſtate, they not being a body corporate. I am 
above availing myſelf of any advantage of that ſort. I think, 
however, it would have been more reſpectable if the merchants 
of Dublin, in their individual capacities, had ſigned the petition. 
But however I may be inclined to receive the petition, I would 
by no means be thought willing to delay going into the conſide- 
rations appointed for this day, as I am confident they are of the 
utmoſt importance; and when they are diſcuſſed, will be found 
highly advantageous to the commercial intereſts of this king- 
dom. 


A petition of manufacturers of wool, worſted, filk, cotton 
and mixed goods, of the city of Dublin and liberties adjoining, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting forth, that they 
perceive reſolutions have been propoſed to the Houſe for a final 
adjuſtment of trade between Great-Britain and Ireland; that by 
thoſe refolutions Britiſh goods are to be admitted at the preſent 
duties into Ireland, and petitioners have not the ſmalleſt hope 
of the Iriſh manufacturers being able to procure a fale for their 
fabricks in the markets of Great-Britain, under the propoſed 
regulation; but Britiſh goods will ſtill continue to command 
a preference in our own markets, and prevent us (as hitherto) 
from manufacturing either for domeſtic trade, foreign export, 
or the Britiſh market z praying that they may be allowed either 
time minutely to conſider ſaid reſolutions, and prepare a re- 
preſentation of their opinion of the effects by them likely to be 
induced on this country, or that the Houſe will admit council 
to be heard at the bar on petitioners behalf, touching the pro- 
poſed reſolutions. 


Mr. Kemmis, clerk of the crown, delivered at the bar, pur- 
ſuant to order, an atteſted copy of the conditional rule for an 
attachment againſt Henry Steevens Reilly, Eſq; high ſheriff of 
the county of Dublin. And alſo an atteſted copy of the abſo- 
lute rule for an attachment againſt Henry Steevens Reilly, Eſq; 


high ſheriff of the county of Dublin,—Ordered to lie on the 
table, 


Mr. Kemmis, clerk of the crown, delivered at the bar, purſu- 
ant to order, the rule of the court of King's Bench for Henry 
dteevens Reilly, Eſq;j—Ordercd to lie on the table. 


Mr. O'HARA.—I take the opportunity of a full Houſe ts 
declare, that in order to put a ttop to the practice of bartering 
places for penſions, and that the Houſe may adopt ſome meaſure 
that will anſwer my intention, I have a motion to bring forward 
on Monday next, to prevent negociation of ſinecure oſſices for 
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penſions; and I acknowledge my motion is particularly intended 
againſt the office of Vice-treaſurer z but it © no part bf my de- 
ſign to deprive gentlemen of employments without giving them 
2 compenſation. 


Mr. Gonyxety GREEN.—In regard to the office of Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, the Duke of Rutland has the higheſt me- 
rit in bringing it home, and giving it to the preſent gentleman, 
whoſe great abilities and conſtant exertions are directed to the 
welfare of this kingdom. 


Mr. O'Hara.—I entirely agree that the preſent Chancellor of 
the 2 fully deſerves every praiſe; but greatly as I eſ- 
teem him, I think the penſion given to bring that office home was 
greatly too high. | | 


Mr. Coxry.—The great buſineſs into which we are now 
going, into which I may ſay we are driven, has been ſo hurried 
on, that I really dread to meet it, uninformed as I am of many 
efſential matters. We ought to proceed with great care and cit- 
cumſpection; and it is not only decent but neceſſary to do ſo. 
Many gentlemen on this ſide of the Houſe beſought adminiſtra- 
tion to afford us ſome few days to turn in our minds a plan that 
hath employed their attention for months, nay I may ſay years. 
But that favour, that juſtice, was not allowed us; ? Ghar" $4 we 
muſt make the beſt of it we can. Vet J am willing to get all 
the information poſſible. We are told that Britain hath made us 
many valuable conceſſions z—it may be ſo; but I want to know 
the extent of their favour, the real value of theſe conceſſions, 
that I may proportion my acknowledgment, and find how far 
we may accede to the laſt propoſition, called by ſome gentle- 
men a propoſition of gracitude and return, We are called up- 
on by the ſecond reſolution to regulate the duties of goods 
2 from foreign parts through either * to the other. 

n order that I may be better underſtood I deſire that the Clerk 
may read the reſolution. 


The Clerk then read the following reſolution : 

« Reſolved, That towards carrying into full effeR ſo deſirable 
a ſettlement, it is fit and proper that all articles not the growth 
or manufacture of Great-Britain or Ireland, ſhould be imported 
into each kingdom from the other, reciprocally under the fame 
regulations and at the ſame duties, if ſubject to duties, to which 
they are liable when imported directly — the place of their 
growth, product or manufacture; and that all duties originally 
paid on the importation into either country reſpectively, thall be 
fully drawn back on exportation to the other, 


Mr. Coxxvy.—Now I want to know what thoſe goods are that 
at preſent come in on duties, how they are to be charged, For 
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this purpoſe, Sir, without farther preface, I humbl y move That 
the proper officer do lay before this Houſe a lift of all ſuch 

ods whoſe duties will be changed from what they were on 
exportation from Great-Britain to Ireland, in conſequence of 
the propoſed regulation,” 


Sir EDwWARD NEWENUAM ſaid a denial of ſuch information 
would not do much honor to adminiſtration z were the Britiſh 


miniſter here at preſent, he believed the motion would be 
agreed to. 


Sir Joun PARNEII. It is impracticable that the officer, 
without the ſpirit of prophecy, can indulge the wiſh of the 
honourable member, as it is impoſſible for him to know what 
changes may be made on duties both here and in Great-Britain, — 
The ſenſe of the reſolution is, that each kingdom ſhall receive 
from the other all goods whatſoever, upon the ſame terms as 
if brought by the ſhips of the kingdoms ſo receiving immedi- 
ately from the place of their growth. 


Mr. Masod faid, that he wondered that the honourable gen- 
tleman ſhould make a motion which he muſt know it was im- 
poſſible to gratify. 


Mr. Coxxy.—Sir, to explain myſelf more clearly, and to give 
an inſtance of what I mean, I muſt inform the Houſe that l am 
told organzine filk coming from Italy pays 28. 1d. per pound, 
whereas coming through England it pays but 1s. 8d,—Now I 
deſire to know whether this 1s. 8d. is to be raiſed to 28. 1d. 
Here, Sir, there is an apparent advantage in favour of Ireland, 
and a revenue muſt ariſe therefrom if this ſuppoſition, be conſtant 
and uniform; J want therefore to diſcover what that revenue 
may be. If, however, I am miſtaken in my ſuppoſition, taking 
it the other way, let me know if there are to be additional bur- 
dens, that we may conſider how far we are able to ſupport 


them, and how far they may be a clog on the home manu- 
facture. on 4 


Sir HexcuLes LANOGRISHr.— The honourable gentleman 
has not conſidered the difference which the drawback makes 
when foreign goods are exported again from Ireland; and here 
we ſhall pay on imports from foreign parts the ſame duties they 
pay in England. | . 

Mr, HaxTLEy.,— There is no doubt but there will be a great 


encreaſe of the revenue in conſequence of theſe equalizing 
duties, 


* 


Sir HevAY CAVExIsU faid, he wiſhed to know by what 
ſpecies of arithmetical calculation a lower duty was to cauſe 
an increaſe of revenue, 
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Sir HenevLes LanGrisnue.—The duties on the imports 
muſt be as the Iriſh parliament pleaſes to lay them. 


The CyanceLLor or THe ExcatqQUEer.—As the reaſon 
given for the papers called for was, that they might explain the 
reſolutions, I think it proper now to ſet the gentleman right, as 
no refolutions to which theſe papers could refer are now before 
the Houſe? They have not yet been entered into: And as the 
converſation is now over, I move the order of the day. 


Mr. Fi. 00D.—Sir, before we go into the order of the day! 
ſhall take the liberty of ſaying a few words. I did not know 
that this ſubje& would have been forced forward, or, indiſpoſed 
as T was, I would have come down here when it was firſt pro- 
poſed. The ſubject before us is of a moſt important nature, 
and demands our moſt ſerious attention. I beg a pauſe for con- 
ſicle ration with regard to theſe reſolutions, for which I confeſs 
myſelf not prepared. It would have been more decent to have 
allowed gentlemen at leaſt ſome few days for diſcuſſion, when 
it is a buſineſs of ſych magnitude, that thoſe who bring it be- 
fore us have been cloſeted month after month to arrange it. It is 
a ſubject that hath cauſed great difference of opinion. Laſt ſeſ- 
fion the mode propoſed for the advancement of our trade was 
the "eſtabliſhment of protecting duties. In order to appeaſe the 
cry of the nation a bill was introduced for chat purpoſe, but it 
failed. Now. affairs have taken another turn, and an immenſe 
plan of adjuſtment is brought forward. —Though this change, 
though the extent of the arrangement, and the time taken by 
adminiſtration to ſettle it, all declare irs great importance; 
though even when arranged the miniſter aſked, and eaſily ob- 


tained,'a week to prepare himſelf for diſplaying it, yet we are 


to be precipitated into the diſcuſſion of it This, I ſay again, 
1s not decent. A few days _ have been granted; they 
ought to have been granted. We firſt heard the propoſitions 
read on Monday, we received printed copies of them on Wed- 
neſday, and are now called upon to ſettle to all eternity what 
we do not underſtand, I am equally againſt an haſty diſappro- 
bation. as an haſty approbaticn. I would know on what ſure 

ounds I would condemn, as well as why I would approve. 
1 fay, Sir, that in all great commercial queſtions there can be no 
wiſe agreement or diſagreement without conſulting the merchants 
who have been long converſant in thoſe matters, and who may 
find themſelves capitally injured or benefited by any change. 
They have not been conſulted. No time has been given tor 
ſuch conſultation. Three days are uſually allowed for conſider- 
ing even a turnpike bill, for a trifling temporary arrangement; 
but now we are called upon to determine on a buſineſs which 
is to affect a whole nation, which is to be a bleſſing or a curſe 
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to us, and that not merely for a ſeſſion or two, not only for 
two or three years, but for ever; for eternal arrangement no 
time is allowed. Should I ſupplicate you for ſome little indul- 
gence on account of my own infirmities, it would be great 
preſumption indeed ; but I implore you for the nation at large, 
that time may be given to conſult the returns of the out-ports, 
and conſult with men of knowledge and experience in com- 
merce. For my own part I have nothing to gain or to loſe; 
but for the intereſt of the nation, for the ſatisfaction of poſterity, 
for the honour of parliament, nay, for the honour of adminiſtra- 
tion, I deſire, I implore, for a little time. 


Sir NicuoLas LawLess.—l have long wiſhed for a plan 
of union, a plan that would unice the two nations againſt all 
the world. The plan before us ſeems to be of that nature. 
And though I am unaccuſtomed to the voice of adulation, yet I 
muſt expreſs my ſenſe of the ability, candour and liberality with 
which the Right Honourable Secretary hath introduced this 
plan. I have conſulted men of great knowledge in commerce, 
and they all agree that the principle of this plan will be of more 
real advantage to this nation than any partial protecting duty 
could be. It is true, Ireland is too poor to reap all the advan- 
tages from it that might be wiſhed; but time and induftry may 
do much; for be it remembered that no nation ever grew rich 
at once by trade. It is with nations as it is by individuals, 
wealth can be atcained only by induſtry, frugality and ſobriety. 
Holland is an example of this truth, and they grew rich and 
powerful by adhering to this maxim; whilſt by the ſudden tide 
of wealth flowing from the mines of Peru and Mexico, Spain 
grew nominally rich ; but, loſing her induſtry, loſt alſo. her power 
and conſequence. Let us, therefore, rather chooſe by agriculture 
to encourage a hardy race of huſbandmen, the beſt defenders of 
the foil they cultivate; and by attending to our fiſheries and 
our commerce, attain that gradual wealth that muft be laſting, 
and raiſe a number of ſeamen for the general advantage of that 
great empire of which we now form a conſiderable part. 1 


am, therefore, for embracing the proffered good as ſoon as 
poſſible, ; 


The order of the day being read. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. Solicitor 
General in the chair. 


The clerk read that part of the ſpeech which relates to a final 
adjuſtment. 


Mr. FL ooD.— The ſpeech ſpeaks of things which have re- 
ceived a final adjuſtment It ſuppotes therefore, that ſomething 
bad been ſo adjuſted. It will be impoſſible therefore to proceed 
until we know what has received this final adjuſtment ? 
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Mr. Ox De.—Surely at leaſt the honourable gentleman will 
allow that we ought to proceed to that which has not yet been 
adjuſted, 


Mr. F:i.00D.—This mode of pm—_— is directly reverſe 
to that of right reaſon. We are doing firſt, what ought to be 
done laſt. Am I, among the _ which are ſaid to have re- 
ceived a final adjuſtment, to underſtand the ſugar trade to be 
counted ? 


The CyanceLLok of THE ExcutqQUer —IfT at firſt was 
inclined to haſten the debate, I am now much more inclined that 
way, I hall, therefore, now move the firſt reſolution. 


« Reſolved, iſt, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
it is highly important to the general intereſt of the Britiſh em- 
pire that the trade between Great-Britain and Ireland be encou- 
raged and extended as much as poſſible; and for that purpoſe 
that the intercourſe and commerce be finally ſettled and regulated 
on permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit 
of both countries.” 


Now, Sir, if the ſettlement which we are about to form ſhall 
fail of being juſt and equitable for our commerce with Great- 
Britain, and with all the world, it cannot be a final adjuſtment ; 
but if, as I ſhall ſhew, it is founded on juſtice and liberality, for 
the benefit of both countries, and particularly for this, then it 
muſt be ſecure, permanent and final; and therefore I ſay we are 
now to ſettle our commerce for ever. 


Mr. FLoop.—With very great regret I have been obliged to 
enter into this buſineſs before I could poſſibly have an oppor- 
tunity of giving it a due conſideration, I have deprecated the 
Houſe to allow a reaſonable time; and if I ſhall not ſufficiently 
comprehend ſo great a ſubject, I hope the comprehenſion of the 
committee will rectify my inaccuracies. Every man muſt know 
that if ever there was 2 ſubject on which it became a man to 
be regardleſs of pride, regardleſs of health, and regardleſs of his 
own feelings, it muſt be this. No man can have lefs objection to 
the adminiſtration of Great- Britain, and to the adminiſtration of 
Ireland, then I have; but I have not an implicit faith in any 
miniſters. I beg the attention of gentlemen. I wiſh to ſpeak 
to the young Members of the Houſe, who have not yet attained 
that experience in politics, and the ways of men, that they will 
one day find neceſſary. I was ſincere in defiring a time for ex- 
lanation, but as that has not been given, I muſt implore the 
| indulgence of the committee, while, in the ſhorteſt and plaineſt 
manner that occurs to my underſtanding, I take an impartial view 
of this bulineſs. 
I {hall begin, Sir, with that part which is the leaſt objeQion- 
able, the ninth reſolution, which ſays, . That it is expedient for 
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the general benefit of the Britiſh empire, that the importation of 
articles from foreign ſtates ſhould be regulated from time to time 
in each kingdom, on ſuch terms as may afford an effectual pre- 
ference to the importation of ſimilar articles of the growth, pro- 
duce or manufacture of the other.” Now here is a reſolution 
in plain, obvious, natural terms; and I have aſked myſelf why 
the others have not been equally clear, and the only anſwer that 
I could give is, that here there is no occaſion for management, 
becauſe in this Great-Britain and Ireland are in one ſcale, and all 
the world in the other; but with reſpect to the reſt of the 
reſolutions, Great-Britain weighed againſt Ireland, and therefore 
more artiice was neceſſary to conceal a partiality for the ſtronger 
againſt the weak. 

| muſt beg the indulgence of the committee-now 'till I ex- 
amine the fourth reſolution. I take this method, becauſe I think 
it will bring the ſubje& more fairly into view. The ninth re- 
folution I approve 1t is fairly, and with all the heart, preferring 
each other to all the world. But I ſhall ſhew that the others 
go upon very different principles: and I ſhall ſpeak fo plainly, 
that every man who poſſeſſes his native underſtanding ſhall ac- 
knowledge the truth: and I hope no man comes here ſhackelled 
in the trammels of party I truſt every man will give his vote 
with his convition—nothing ſhall make me go againſt it. ; 

Ireland has a right to object to being bound by a perpetual 
law, becauſe if ſhe makes a bad bargain it is irrevocable ; but if 
the advantage ſhould be on her fide, men will always be found 
here ready to take the part of Great-Britain, 

The fourth reſolution ſays, That in all caſes where the 
duties on articles of the growth, product or manufacture of either 
country, are different on the importation into the other, it would 
be expedient that they ſhould be reduced in the kingdom where 
they are the higheſt to the amount payable in the other; and 
that all ſuch articles ſhould be exportable from the kingdom into 
which they ſhall be imported, as free from duty as the fimilar 
commodities or home manufacture of the ſame kingdom.” — The 
people of Ireland have conſtantly applied to their parliament, 
and defired that their manufactures might be protected by du- 
ties. They are now told that their deſire is not only fulfilled 
but ſurpaſſed, when they aſked—what ? Not that the duties in 
England ſhould be lowered, but that the duties in Ireland ſhould 
be raiſed ; therefore, I ſay, that the fourth reſolution is in the 
teeth of their defire. They delire you to raiſe your duties, and 
in ieturn you tell them that the duties in England will be 
lowered. Now, will any man ſay that Ireland, a poor country, 
is 2 match for England, a rich and powerful country? No, 
every man knows that Ireland is no match for England. Ireland, 
therefore, was wiſe in deſiring protecting duties; and no man 
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can ſay that the ſame duties which for a long time exiſted in 
England ought not now to be granted in Ireland. I ſay that 


| ſuch a country as Ireland cannot protect its home market with. 


out laying duties againſt the importation of the manufaQures of 
its rich and powerful neighbour. And it is a very great queſtion, 
whether this be beneficial to the general intereſts of Great- 
Britain, to deprive Ireland of her home market, though Great. 
Britain herſelf has the ſupply of it? In every country the home 
market is infinitely more protitable, and a much 2 object 
than the foreign. In England, which has the trade of all the 
world, her foreign trade is but one two-and-thirtieth part of her 
home conſumption; therefore I ſay the home trade of Ireland 
ſhould be our firſt object: for it is the greateſt abſurdity to ſay 
that any country ſhall pretend to manufacture for others which 
is unable to ſupply itſelf; and it would be equally abſurd to 
give up the greater object for the leſſer, or to take that firſt in 


| 3 of time which ought to be a ſecondary confideration, 


ſides, I fay whatever is beſt for Ireland is beſt for England, 


for by each taking care of itſelf, and of the other, both will flow 


riſh together. 


I ſhall not treſpaſs upon your time in ſpeaking to the firſt te- 
ſolution, as it is only a preamble, and the only objection 1 have 
to it is that it is a preamble, As to the ſecond, I was in hopes 
it would have been ſimplified. We have lately aſſerted out le- 
gillative authority. No man has denied our right of foreign trade 
no more than our right to trade with the colonies. We all know 
when we gained the free-trade to the colonies, (for which we 
paid not only enormous duties, but in reality more than it was 
worth, by giving the ſugars of thoſe colonies a monopoly of out 
market.) We all know that our right was then ſettled. I thiak 
therefore that any farther explanation on that head is unneceſſary, 
and that I was juſtified in deſiring time for enquiry. In this 


caſe we are gainers, but for ought 1 know, the intereſt of Ireland 
may in other caſes be injured. 


Mr. BexesrorD.—l imaging the honourable gentleman does 
not clearly underſtand the principles of this reſolution. By the 
conſtruction of the navigation act foreign commodities could not 
be carfied into England by or through Ireland. Now, by this 
reſolution, this conſtruction is done away, and Ireland may 
bring goods from all the world into England; or bring them 
here, and afterwards carry them to England ; ſo that henceforth 
we have an equal- ſbare with Great-Britain in every benefit de- 
rived by her from the navigation act. | 


The CHanceLLonk or THE Excurquer,—This reſoluti- 
on opens the ports of Great-Britain to Ireland, as it does thoſe 
reciprocally ot Ireland to Great-Britain. The ha nourable gen- 
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tleman over the way [Mr. Corry] was anxious to know how 
the filk importation will be affected by the arrangement; and 
J will tell him; As the law ſtood, filk paid a duty on its im- 
ortation in England, part of which it drew back on export- 
ing it to Ireland but in it left behind three pence on ever 
pound, which always increaſed the price of filk here by ſo 
much. Now, by this reſolution, that ſubſidy will be totally 
given up, and that muſt neceſſarily bring that article cheaper 
here by at leaſt ſo much, 


Mr. Coxxy.—l am much obliged to the right honourable gen- 
tleman for this information; which has fully ſatisfied me in this 
point. I declare ſolemnly I had no end, but to the general be- 
nefit; and I am juſtified, even by this information, that I did 
not defire it without grounds. We are plainly benefited in this 
article; but I am yet ignorant but we may be loſers by others, 
and the intereſt of Ireland greatly injured, 


The Right Honourable Denis DALY. One intent of theſe 
reſolutions is, certainly, an increaſe of our revenue. It appears 
alſo that one-fifth of the duty payable on ſilk is now to be ſaved 
to Ireland; but it will be in the conſideration of this Houſe 
whether we may not lay this duty on here to increaſe the Iriſh 
revenue; and even in that caſe it will be a benefit, as it will be 


' Juſt ſo much taken from the Britiſh revenue for the advantage 


of this. 


Mr. GaxzDiNER.—l ſhall not now ſpeak at large to the 
whole ſyſtem, as we have only one reſolution before us; and 
I think it would be better to proceed upon each ſeparately. 


Mr. HAK TLEY.—I think, that through each we might have 
the idea of the whole in our minds; and I fear this mode of 
our revenue will render ſilk ſtill dearer than it is. 


The CyanceLLok or THe ExcHtqQuer,—The honoura- 
ble gentleman does not conſider that if we ſhould lay ſuch a 
duty we ſhould thereby increaſe the revenue without enhancing 
the price, for it will be juſt the fame to the conſumer whether 
the three pence. is left. as a ſublidy to England, or paid to our 


revenue here. 


Sir Jon PARNEL L.—By the laws, as they formerly ſtood, 
there was a bounty given on circuitous trade; but that bounty 
muſt be taken away, ,if we would extend our commerce, As 
to the reſolutions, I think we - ſhould proceed upon them one 
by one, juſt as they ſtand, | 8 


Mr. F.oop.—1I muſt beg leave to conſider the principles of 
every reſolution, becauſe they ſeem to me to depend ſome what 
on each other. The third reſolution takes off prohibitions, aud 

O 


180 PARLIAMENTARY 


ſeems intended to lay duties, to prevent our manufactures from 

ing into England. To that I intend to move an amendment ; 
Be it binds us for ever from laying any prohibition, however 
neceſſary it may appear, for the good of this country. Shall 
we adopt this? Shall we be never able to prohibit the expor- 
tation of our flax and linen yarn? 


Mr. BexesrorD.—l wiſh to inform the honourable gentle- 
man that the operation of this reſolution will be, that all Iriſn 
commodities conſumed in Great-Britain will pay juſt the ſame 
duties as if they were the produce or manfacture of Britain; and 
Britiſh goods here will pay neither more nor leſs duties than our 
own goods of a ſimilar kind. | 


Mr. FL 00D.—Well, Sir, but ſtill we are tied up to the end 
of time from laying any neceſſary prohibitions, nor can we pro- 
te& by any duties our own woollen manufacture. Thus we 
are unreaſonably aſked to give up our woollens to Great-Britain, 
without having, in return, any ſure protection for our linens. 

In regard to the laft reſolution, it muſt excite the indignation 


of every member who has too much ſenſe to be eaſily deceived— 
It muſt— 

The CranceLLor or THE Excutequer.—l beg the ho- 
nourable member's pardon, but if J interrupt him, it is only to 
aſſure him that when we come to that reſolution he will find it 
ſo modified and guarded as to meet his approbation, I make 
no doubt to give ſuch explanations 'on each of the other reſoluti- 
ons as to ſhew the honourable gentleman he has not underſtood 
them. I have hitherto confined myſelf merely to anſwerin 
7 but as the reſolutions come in order, I flatter myſe 


ſhall be able to prove them, each, and all, highly bene- 
ficial to this country. | 


The SzcrxETARY OF STATE.—lt is highly proper to inveſ- 
tigate the reſolutions with cloſe attention; — it would be 


more orderly if — would ſuffer them to be propoſed, 
and then debate them one by one. 


Mr. Griffith roſe to ſpeak, when Mr. Flood alſo roſe, and de- 
fired to be heard.] | 


Mr. Gx1rr1iTtH faid, though he did not put his abilities in 
any competition with the honourable gentleman, yet after hav- 
ing with patience heard him ſpeak for a conſiderable time, he 
conceived he was not guilty of very great preſumption in riſing 
after the honourable gentleman had ſat down, and two right 
honourable gentlemen had actually ſpoken, „ | 


Mr. Fi.00D again attempted to ſpeak. 4 
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Mr. Fos r ER ſpoke to order, in ſupport of the chairman, who 
called on Mr. Griffith to proceed: and declared that he had 
called on Mr. Griffith, having ſeen Mr. Flood ſit down. 


Mr. Gx1rF1TH.—]l riſe now in ſupport of my right, and in 
ſupport of the Ggnity of the chair, which has called upon me. 


But having ſo done, I ſhall now give way to the honourable 
gentleman's ſuperior abilities. 


Mr. F.o0n.—lI hold myſelf greatly honoured by the honour- 
able gentleman's condeſcenſion. In regard to the laſt reſolution, 
that ſo juſtly excited the honeſt indignation of my right honour- 
able friend [Mr. Brownlow] I ſhall ſay but little now about it. 
If it is ſo modified as to have no terror in it, it may be admiſ- 
ſible. The payment of money for the maintenance of the Britiſh 
fleet has been denied to be a tribute. But, Sir, it is a ſubſidy, 
And the difference hetween a tax and a tribute is, that a tax 
is ſpent at home, and a tribute is money raiſed in one country 
which is ſent away to another. However, as miniſters have 
promiſed to alter it, 1 ſhall grant an anticipated pardon as a re- 
ward for repentance. But, vir, I propoſe to amend the firſt pro- 
poſition now before you, by adding, after the words, © Britiſh 
empire,” theſe words, to give due encouragement to the home 
induſtry of each kingdom ; and that every article of the growth, 
produce or manufacture of each kingdom, ſhall have an effectual 
preference in the home market of each, reſerving to each other 
an effeQual preference over all fimilar articles of the growth, 
produce or manufacture of all other countries whatever.“ 


Sir Ion PARN ELI. — Does the honourable gentleman intend 
by this amendment that Great-Britain ſhall protect her linen 
manufacture againſt that of Ireland. 


Mr. Gz1ey1T#.—Sir, I would not have obtruded myſelf on 
the committee ſo early in the debate, if it had not been in order 
to direct their attention to the true object of their conſideration. 
And that was, in the firſt place, whether they approved the 
principle of the ſyſtem propoſed - or not ? If they approved it, 
the next object was, to take care that the principle was carried 
throughout, and that it did nct fall ſhort in any place.— I be 


; leave to remind the committee that the ſyſtem now propoſi 

oy for their. conſideration was brought forward in conſequence of 
Ve an addreſs to his Majeſty, at the latter end of laſt ſeſſion, which 
he had the honour to move, and which paſſed this Houſe unani- 
- mouſly, Now, Sir, the baſis on which that addreſs was founded, 


was the principle of mutual intercourſe and brotherly affection, 
upon the true terms of perfect equality. I am therefore com- 
mitted, and ſo is this Houſe, to proceed. upon that principle, 
and upon no other; and in conſidering the reſolutions before 
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us, it is our duty to ſee whether that principle is uniformlx 
adhered to, or not. In this point of view I have conſidered the 
reſolutions, one after another; and I find, as far as I am able 
to judge, no deviation from this principle, in any of them, until 
the ſeventh. No man will deny, who reads the ſeventh teſo- 
lution, that the ſeveral products and manufaQures of Great- 
Britain, which are now prohibited from being exported into 
Ireland, will continue prohibited after the preſent ſyſtem iz 
carried into effect. The Iriſh manufacturer will not be enabled 
to avail himſelf of the different aſſortments, the excellent quality 
and low price of the Engliſh wool-—The price of warp-wocl 
in England is 6s. 8d. per ſtone—In Ireland it is 125. and the 
quality of the latter much inferior. The weft wool in England 
is only 108.—In Ireland it is 16s. per ſtone. I do fay that 
while the natural products of England are prohibited to be er- 
ported from thence into this country, the ſyſtem is incompatible 
with itſelf— Tis a ſyſtem of intercourſe one inſtant, and 4 
ſyſtem of excluſion in another—That is, we are to admit the 


woollen manufactures of England, which it is certainly our in- 


tereſt to exclude; and we exclude the wool of England, which 
it is our intereſt to admit. But this injuſtice is ſoftened by 
awakening our pride—You may retaliate, ſays the ſeventh r- 
ſolution—you may prohibit the products of Ireland from being 
carried to England :—But is not this inſulting us? Would 
not be nonſenſe to prohibit our merchants from buying lil 
wool at 12s. to ſell it in England for 6s. 8d. But what is it 
prevents Ireland from encreaſing the quantity and improving 
the quality of her wool ?—l anſwer, the want of the excluſire 
poſſeſſion of her own market for manufacture. 

Now, Sir, the plain Engliſh of the ſeventh reſolution, is this: 
The exportation of Engliſh wool continues prohibited, —Wher- 
ever Ireland ſhall encreaſe her flocks, improve the quality « 
her wool, and reduce the price lower than it is in England, 
(which can never be, for the reaſon already aſſigned) why then, 
ſhe may retaliate upon England, and prevent her from enjoying 
any — from the low price and ſuperior excellence d 
the Iriſh wool. I know not how to combat ſo abſurd an argi- 
ment, Sir, except by inſtancing one of a ſimilar nature. A 
unfortunate ſmuggler was taken in the fact of carrying tea 0 
ſhore from an Eaſt India ſhip, in the harbour of Cork. Tit 

r devil was brought on board and put in irons, Short 
after ſeveral lords, privy-counſellors, and perſons of diſtinctios, 
came on board, in a beautiful barge, and they began to ſmugy* 
at a very great rate. The ſmuggler, finding that no notice ws 
taken of this by the — officer, began to revile hin 
in the moſt emphatic manner, for having puniſhed him, a po 
man, for what he ſuffered lords and privy-counſellors to do wit 
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impunity. © Tuſh, you fool,“ ſaid the cuſtom-houſe officer, 
with an air of gravity and importance, “get yourſelf made a 
lord or a privy-counſellor, and then you may ſmuggle as much 
as you pleaſe.” Now, Sir, I appeal to the ſober judgment of 
any man, whether it is not much more probable that the ſmug- 
gler ſhould become a lord or a privy-counſellor, than that the 
wool of Ireland ſhould ever come in competition in price and 
quality with the wool of England ? and until that happens, 
the prohibiting the exportation of it could neither ſerve the one 
country, nor injure the other. 

Now, Sir, as to the reſolutions themſelves, I highly approve 
of them all, except the laſt. I fay, however, that they do not 
go far enough, and I ſhall, Sir, if no one elſe will, bring for- 
ward a reſolution, purporting, “ that it would be expedient to 
take off all prohibition that prevents the mutual intercourſe of 
all commodities whatſoever between the two countries.” Now, 
Sir, as to the laſt reſolution, I proteſt in the moſt ſolemn manner 
againſt it. The Chancellor of the Exchequer promiſes to amend 
it; and I hope he will withdraw it altogether. 


The CnuancerLor of Tar ExcueqQuer,—On examinin 

the amendment propoſed by the honourable gentleman, I fin 

it the moſt ruinous ever yet made. It is big with deſtruction. 
Does the honourable gentleman conſider what it does? Does it 
lay a ground for mutual intercourſe and benefit? No, Sir, it 
calls for mutual prohibition and ruin, at leaſt on our fide; for 
indeed Britain can ſuffer but little in the conteſt, compared to 
the injury Ireland muſt feel. Would the gentleman Lavd us 
oblige England to protect herſelf againſt our linens, for which we 
annually receive one million and an half? Would he have 
England to protect herſelf againſt our beef, our pork, our hides, 
our butter and other articles, to the yearly value to us of 
2, 400, oool. to exclude only 380,000l. worth of her goods, by 
laying what are called protecting duties on them? Would he 
invite England to lay heavy duties on her iron, her tin, her 
copper, her coals, her rock-ſalt, and other articles, which we 
have not, and cannot do without, If he does not, why make 


h 
this amendment? But J hope his good ſenſe will, on refleRtion, 
jaduce him to withdraw it. 


Mr. FLoopD withdrew the amendment. 


Mr. HaxTLEY requeſted the two petitions he had that 


xd preſented, and were referred to the committee, might be 
read, 


They were read accordingly. 


The queſtion being put on the firſt reſolution, it was carried 
ur animouſly. | 
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The CHanceLiLor or THe Ec moved to agree 
with the ſecond reſolution, in theſe words : | 

Reſolved, ** That towards carrying into full effect ſo defirable a 
ſettlement, it is fit and proper that all articles, not the growth or 
manufacture of Great-Britain or Ireland, ſhould be imported 
into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the ſame 
regulations, and at the ſame duties, if 2 to duties, to which 
they are liable when imported directly from the place of their 
growth, product or manufacture; and that all duties originally 
paid on importation into either country reſpectively, ſhall be 
fully drawn back on exportation to the other.” 

He ſaid, gentlemen will eaſily perceive that this reſolution 
amply extends to us all the benefits of the navigation act, and 
8 does away any partial conſtruction of it; and it would 

quite ſuperfluous to mention the advantages that muſt reſult 
from it, and the great benignity of Great-Britain in her con- 
ceſhon of it, 


Mr. Coax Il have been kept ſo much in the dark, for 
want of time and information, that I am really ignorant whether 
the effects will be good or bad. Much hath been ſaid of the 

eat value of the conceſſion. How great the value may be [ 

now not, but this I know, that the greater the value the leſs 
reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe will concede ſo much; for, Sir, we are 
not ſure ſhe will. The right honourable gentleman ſays, if 
Great-Britain agrees; but if ſhe ſhould not, where ſhall we be 
then? Beſides, Sir, if tbe does agree, I deny it to be a conceſ- 
ion, I ſay it is a right. I ſay it as a member of the Iriſh par- 
ament. 


Sir Edward NEwENHAM inſiſted that all commercial regu- 
lations ſhould appear at once, and not exclude the India buſineſs. 
By having a full view of the whole we ſhould be more compe- 
tent judges. | | 1 | 

Mr. O'Haxa.—Though this may be of great ſervice to us 
in ſome articles, yet ſilk will pay more, coming directly from 
Italy, than through Britain. I therefore move between the 
words, they are, and liable, to inſert the words, or ſball be. 


Sir BoyLe Rocae,—lI cannot ſilently praiſe theſe reſolutions; 
they are reduced to the comprehenſion of every man. 


Mr. Hexxy Vaucnan Brooke gave great praiſe to the 
propoſitions, and ſaid he thought we ought to make a proper 


- acknowledgment for them. 


Mr. HaxTLEey.—l am very glad of the propoſed extenſion of 
the navigation act: and I would not be ungrateful' to any man. 
But I Tas we take too much care of the ſugar trade, and too 

much negle& that of Portugal. = | 
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Mr. Ga Dix EA. -I only riſe to ſay, when the clauſe comes 
before us, that I ſhall ſay a few words on protecting duties. 


Mr. Gairrir R. —I ſhould be glad to know if a trade from 


India is included in theſe arrangements. 


Mr. SECRETARY ORDER. — I deſire to acquaint the gentleman 
that ſome propoſitions, particularly relative thereto, will be laid 
before the Houſe on a future day, 


Mr. O'Hax a withdrew his motion, and the reſolution was 
carried, 


The CyaNCcEiLok of TH Ech propoſed the third 
reſolution. | 

Reſolved, ©* That for the ſame purpoſe it is proper that no 
prohibition ſhould exiſt in either country againſt the importation, 
uſe or ſale of any article, the growth, product or manufacture of 
the other; and that the duty on the importation of every ſuch 
article, if ſubject to duty in either country, ſhould be preciſely 
the ſame in the one country as in the other, except where an ad · 
dition may be neceſſary in either country, in conſequence of an 
internal duty on any ſuch article of its own conſumption.” 

If any gentleman hath any queſtion to aſk, relative to this re- 
ſolution, I will anſwer him. 

No queſtion was aſked, and it was carried without any debate. 

He then propoſed the fourth reſolution. 

Reſolved, ** That in all caſes where the duties on articles of 
the growth, product or manufacture of either country are different 
on the importation into the other, it would be expedient that 
they ſhould be reduced in the kingdom where they are the higheſt 
to the amount payable in the other; and that all ſuch articles 
ſhould be exportable from the kingdom into which they ſhall be 
imported as free from duty as the ſimilar commodities or hame 
manufacture of the ſame kingdom.“ 


Mr. Mor.,ynegux.,—The importance of the preſent queſtion, 
which is to decide upon the future intereſt and advantage of Ire- 
land for ever, calls upon every member who has ever opened his 
lips in this houſe, and who feels any doubts reſpeQing the utility 
of the meaſure, to declare thoſe doubts, and the reaſons upon 
which they are founded. I feel myſelf in that fituation, and I 
Imagine upon well founded motives. I ſhall be anxious however, 
if poilihle, to have theſe doubts cleared up, as I am convinced 
that nothing can conduce fo much to the fatizfation abroad as 
unanimity here. I wilh to do juſtice to the right honourable Se- 
cretary's abilities in bringing forward thoſe reſolutions 3 and con- 
ſidering his ſituation and connection with England, they are ſuch 
as by no means diſgrace the honourable gentleman himſelf; but I 
will with firmneſs and well-founded confidence declare, that I con- 
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fider any Iriſhman who ſupports the meaſure as ſacrificing the 
trade of Ireland and the intereſt of the kingdom. The Right Hon, 
Secretary dwelt ſtrongly on the gratitude and obljgations we owed 
to England. It is a language I ſhall for ever reprobate in this 
houſe. I feel no gratitude, no obligations to England; for when 
I hear the word gratitude I ſuſpe& impoſition z and at the word 
obligation, I look for a ſnake in the graſs. I will put the merits 
of the whole queſtion upon one right propoſition, which if gen- 
tlemen can contradict, I will allow my objeQions are ill founded. 
Suppoſe, I mean only for argument ſake, that Ireland was totally 
independent of England, would not the miniſter who ſhould, con- 
ſidering the different fituations of both countries, form a treaty 
of commerce on the foundation of theſe reſolutions with Great 
Britain, would he not deſerve to be impeached for having ſacrificed 
the intereſt of Ireland, and to loſe his head. I call upon any 
gentleman to deny the aſſertion. I know they cannot. It is 
clear therefore the obligation is to England, not to Ireland. It is 
advantage on one fide ; it is loſs on the other. I cannot enou 
condemn the folly and the ruin of a treaty of equality. Confider- 
ing the different ſituation of each country —the wealth, the capi- 
tal of the one the poverty, the wretchedneſs of the other; is it 
not folly to ſuppoſe we ſhall ever ſend a yard of woollen to any 
foreign country? When England can underſell us in our own 
— will not alſo underſell us abroad ? If therefore we 
have neither a home nor a foreign market for our woollens, will 
not that line of trade be totally annihilated? I am convinced it 
will; and that the moment theſe reſolutions paſs into a law, it 
will be ſigning the death warrant of the woollen manufacture of 
this country. 

But, Sir, to ſhew more ſtrongly the injuſtice of the reſolutions, 
even the ſhadow of equality is loſt ; for in one of theſe reſolutions 
it is declared, that the raw material of our ſtaple manufacture 
may be imported into Great Britain, but the raw material of her 
ſtaple cannot be brought into this country.“ Much ſtreſs has 
been laid on the advantage our linen manufacture would gain. 
I am as warmly intereſted in favour of that manufacture as any 


| gentleman in this houſe, and feel as ſtrongly the advantage it is of 


to this country; but has that manufacture by theſe reſolutions 
been placed in a better ſituation than it ſtood in before? No; l 
take upon me to aſſert that the encouragement given to our linen 
manufacture by Evgiand is for their advantage rather than the 
advantage of Irelaud. England has encouraged her own linens, 
and thoſe ef Scotland, equally with thoſe of Ireland; ſhe has 
given us no preference, except by permitting us to ſupply her, 
in preference to Germany, with the beſt linens that are made in 
the world, What is. the encouragement ſhe gives? A bounty 
upon the exportation of gur linens from England; that is, 

e brings the market for our linens to her own door. Does it not 
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Rand to reaſon that if England can ſend to a foreign market with 
advantage to herſelf our linens, but we ſhould be great gainers by 
exporting it from our own harbour to foreign markets, and bring 
back the raw materials of thoſe countries which we might manu- 
ſacture at home? I will tell adminiſtration what would be a much 
fairer treaty, for England totally to diſcourage her linens, and 
for us to ſupply her whole conſumption. But by her preſent me- 
thod of proceeding ſhe deſtroys our woollen, at the ſame time 
that ſhe gives every encouragement to her own linens, in oppoſi- 
tion to the ſtaple manufacture of this country. With reſpect to 
the laſt reſolution, I ſhall only ſay that I conſider it as oppreſſive, 
injurious, ſtriking at the independence of parliament, and in- 
creaſing the prerogative of the crown. I look upon it as a per- 
petual, funded tribute to Great Britain; it is ſuſpectiag the loy- 
aty of this country, and its intereſt in the ſafety of the empire z 
it is declaring, that although the hereditary revenue ſhall be more 

roduQtive, the additional taxes which are laid on to make up for 
its deficiency, ſhall never be leſſened, whatever they may be eu- 
creaſed, Upon the whole, I conſider the former part of theſe 
reſolutions as ſacrificing the trade of this country ; the laſt, its 
honour and independence, I ſhall therefore give the whole my 
hearty negative. 


Mr. Bus ur obſeryed that by this reſolution, though Great 
ritain gave up much, Ireland gave up nothing, but might be- 
come from the advantage of her geographical ſituatiun, (which 
gave her a pre-emption) the place of depofit, for the productions 
of all the world; it would invite capital into this country, if by 
a continuation of the outrages and ſeditious clamour, which had 
already diſgraced us, men of capital were not prevented from ſet- 
tling here; but to obtain riches by trade, it is necefſar+, firſt to 
eſtabliſh tranquillity and good order—the emporium of commerce 
ought to be the feat of quiet. He obſerved, however, that it 
was well known, the people who had been loudeſt in deſiring 
prohibitory duties, were a very ſmall part of the community 
but they were loud, and fifty men who ſpoke loud, would make 
more noiſe than five thouſand who held their tongues. Prohibi+ 
tory duties he inſiſted would be a contraQted, ſelſiſb, injurious 
plan, but the preſent meaſures were extended, juſt and liberal, and 


wy good effects, he truſted, would ſoon be experienced by Ire- 
and. 


Mr. GaxDixtr.—This propoſition takes away all hopes of 
evet getting any protecting duties. If we compare the advan- 
tages to be gained by both countries, the greateſt will appear to 
be on the fide of Ireland. I am not now fo ſanguine in behalf of 
protecting datics as I was, becauſe the ſtate of the country is much 
altered from what it was when I propoſed them. Then we were 
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in great diſheſs, and I ſaw no better mode of relief. We have 
now a great proſpect before us, and are morally certain of an 
extenſion of trade, and a conſequent increaſe of wealth and hap. 
pineſs. 


Sir HexcvLes Lanerisnue.—One great purpoſe of this ſyſ. 
tem of final ſettlement will not be — 8 if we do not 
entertain a juſt conception of the nature of thoſe conceſſions, and 
the extent of thoſe benefits, If we confound the reſtitution of 
rights with the conferring of favours—in the natural depen. 
dency of man upon man. We ſhould never be aſhamed to ac- 
knowledge a favour, and we ſhould be proud to acknowledge 
a favour from a friend. The bond and integrity of ſocial inter- 
courſe depends upon a juſt conſtruction of our actions, and their 
motives. Two or three years ago Great Britain told you, We 
have purchaſed colonies with our blood and our treaſure, but we 
will conſent that you ſhall ſend to them the manufactures of your 
country, and bring back theirs in return for your own uſe, on 
the ſame terms that we ourſelves do; and you may alſo export them 
on the ſame terms to all the foreign nations of the world.“ Can 
any man in the world ſay that was not a favour and act of bene- 
volence from Great Britain to this country? Although ſhe ſhould 
likewiſe ſay, but as for ourſelves we ſhould chuſe to continue 
to import them from the colonies directly ; and this they did, 
not under a doubtful and partial conſtrudion of the navigation 
law, but under the force of a poſitive ſtatute, the 12th of Geo. II. 
which prohibits expreſsly ſending or receiving plantation goods 
from Ireland. Should we then be juſtified in ſaying, © Since you 
have given us liberty to import thoſe things directly from your 
colonies, we will not hereafter import them from Great Britain, 
unleſs you alſo import them from us?“ Could we be juſtified in 
ſaying this? And can we be juſtified in guarding ourſelves, in 
cautioning our feelings againſt gratitude, when ſhe comes forward 
and tells you, that to the benefits I have before conceded, I 
will add every thing that remains to make the colonies as fully 
yours as they are our own. I will relinquiſh my excluſive right 
(which is confirmed by law) to the mercantile profits, the navi- 

ation, the carriage of all thoſe goods imported into this kingdom. 
Do you fend out the commodities of your country, and bring back 
in return the produce of the colonies, and fear not ſuperfluity or 
redundancy, for the market o$-Great Britain ſhall be opened to 
you on the {ame duties as if they were imported by us from the 
place of their growth.” Can any man conſider this ſacrifice, not 
only of private intereſt, but antient prejudice, without admira- 
tion ? Can any man ſee this teſtimony of brotherly love, without 
affection and gratitude ? I ſhall here confine myſelf to the reſolu- 
tion before you, which reſpects ſolely the gratification of your 
wiſhes, in the due conſtruction of the navigation law. In the 
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eourſe of the other reſolutions, as they occur, I ſhall ſhew that 
every ſingle one contains a ſolid benefit to this country, and a con- 
ceſſion from Great Britain z and that the whole, when completed, 
will eſtabliſh a perfect commercial equality between the two coun- 
tries ; and will form a bond of union, of ftrength, and affection, 
that will continue *till time ſhall be no more. 


Sir Jon BLA uIERE.—I ſhall enter on the conſideration of 
the comparative ſtate of the two countries in a new light: Ire- 
land is comparatively poorer than England; yet the diſproportion is 
not ſo very great, if we advert to the expences of living in both 
countries z Ne difference of which is ſo great, that the Iriſh ma- 
nuf«Qturer hath not that great diſadvantage in bringing articles to 
a foreign market as might be thought at firſt ſight. In London 
— muſt pay gol. a year for a houſe in a blind alley, ike our 

ind-quay, which houſe in Dublin might be had from 16 to 20l. 
But the rent is the leaſt conſideration, The taxes differ much, 
In London the officers will eſtimate your houſe, of ol. at 5ol. 
for the ſake of eaſily ſettling the taxes; and you will pay king's 
tax, window tax, poor's rate, watch, lamps and ſcayenger, houſe 
tax, trophy money, grand jury ceſs, church rates, water, and 
other articles (which he particularized) to the amount of 261. 8s. 
In Dublin the 20l. is ſunk in the mode of rating to lol.; and 
you will pay in miniſter's money, hearth money, foundling hoſ- 
pital, aud oor-houſe, paving, cleanſing and lighting, pariſh ceſs, 
&c. juſt 41. 16s, Thus, though the Engliſh merchant hath the 
advantage of (kill and capital, he labours under bevy taxes, and 
an extravagant price of houſe tent, and every neceſſary of life, 
The very light of heaven cannot be viewed but through the exciſe 
office; and the very ruſh candle that lights the weary labourer to 
his bed, pays an exciſe alſo. Here we are free of thoſe burthens, 
and muſt feel the conſequence in price of labour. | 


Mr. Bxowne (of Trinity College) — We are now under a 
ſtate of mere deception. The advantages of conceſſion are ex- 
tolled ; but what are theſe mighty conceſſions? England well 
knows we can never equal her, and is fo ſecure of that, that 
ſhe gives us this ſugar plumb to keep us quiet. For this we are 
8 appropriate a part of the hereditary revenue, and to alienate it 
for ever. 


Colonel Cox VN ane —l hall only ſtate theſe plain facts. 
England takes from Ireland her linens, to the amount of one mil- 
lion and a half; and the foreign goods ſhe imports amounts in the 
whole to no more than one million. As a proof of what induſtry 
may do, behold the city of Ghent; but a few years ſince it was 
completely deſolate z now it has a flouriſhing trade; and though 
it hath woollen manufactures, finds no hurt from taking much of 
that commodity from England. 
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Major Dov. s.—At ſo late an hour I wiſh to take up as little 
of your time as poſlible, and have therefore declined ſaying any 
thing upon the two firſt propoſitions, or entering at large into the 
merits of the general plan, 1n this ſtage of the buſineſs, 

But as I had the honour of _ an humble advocate in favour 
of Protecting Duties, I cannot ſuffer the preſent reſolution to paſs 
without expreſſing my ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of it, as it ſeems 
to ſtand in direct contradiction to the ideas I have formed of the 
neceſſit y of thoſe duties. 

Sir, I will be bold to ſay that there is no man who wiſhes more 
ardently than I do to ſee a perfe& ſyſtem of commercial intercourſe 
ae gue eſtabliſhed between the two countries, upon the firm 

ſis of reciprocal advantages, ſo as to preclude the poſſibility of 
any future jealouſy or miſunderſtanding between them.—And this 
muſt be the wiſh of every good ſubjeQ and every real patriot in 
both kingdoms, | | 

It is therefore that I did attend to hear the miniſter's plan (pro- 
feſſing to have this for its object) I confeſs with ſtrong prepoſſeſ- 
ſions in its favour, | 

The ſubje& was important and dignified ; the Miniſter's ſtate- 
ment able and mage, bo and the public expeQation ſtretched 
to its utmoſt limits. When lo! the Miniſter, by attempting to 

prove too much, has, as it generally happens, in effect proved 
too little; and by alarming even the molt credulous, has I truſt 
ſaved the intereſt of Ireland from being ſacrificed at the ſhrine of 
provincial gullibility, It is thus that the noiſe of the rattleſnake 
a unwary traveller againſt the danger of his empoiſoned 


jy When we are told you ſhall not have four days to conſider 2 
ſubject which is to decide the fate of your country for ever; and 
when we are told that the reaſon for the hurry 1s, left the good 
people of England, Scotland and Wales, ſhould have time to 
diſcover that the prime Miniſter of the empire, and his repreſen- 
tative here, are, (in league with the Iriſh parliament) conclud- 
ing a treaty to their diſadvantage, And when we are told that 
the parliaments of both kingdoms ſhould not loſe a moment in 
aſſiſting the miniſter in this ridiculous breach of truſt; I ſay, 
Sir, when we are told ſuch idle tales, I laugh at their abſurdity ; 
but I cannot readily forgive the affront offered to our under- 
— in ſuppoſing we ſhould be gulled by ſuch ſhallow arti- 

ces. 

[Here he was called to order by the Attorney General, for ad- 
verting to what had paſſed in a former debate.) 


Major DoyLie.—lI do not conceive that I have been out of 
order ; if I have been my apologies are due to this committee, I do 
not wiſh to digreſs from ſo important a ſubjeR, for a light occaſi- 
on; but as the right honourable gentleman has honoured me with 
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a mark of perſonal attention, I ſhould be aſhamed to be deficient 


in-returning the compliment, 

Is it not ſtrange that thoſe who wear glaſs doublets ſhould be 
the firſl to throw ſtones ! But I will not follow the example juſt 
now ſet me, of treſpaſſing upon the time of the committee by 
ſlight interruptions. I have two reaſons, firſt, my reſpe& for the 
great ſubject of your deliberations z and next, becauſe that not be- 
ing converſant in accepting or beſtowing invective, I ſhould have 
fearful odds againſt me in the preſent conteſt, I muſt however 
acknowledge the generoſity of the right honourable gentleman, in 
affording to me ſo much a fairer ſubject for a philippic (if I wiſhed 
to compoſe one) than I truſt I have preſented to him. I hope 1 
am now out of the right honourable gentleman's debt, and ſhall 
endeavour to reſume the thread of my argument, though, from not 
being an orator by profeſſion, it may have been ſomewhat derang- 
ed by the interruption,—l ſay, Sir, when one of the parties form- 
ing a treaty profeſſes a ſtronger regard for the intereſt of the other 
than is compatible with his own, one is apt to doubt his ſincerity. * 
The Frenchman in the ſtorm offers me his cloak, declaring he 
would rather I ſhould wear it than himſelf; I bow to his politeneſs, 
but do not entirely believe what he ſays; neither will I accept 
his proferred favour, well knowing he would require twice its 
value in return, 

I dare ſay, Sir, the preſent adminiſtration mean perfectly fair 
by this country; but we all know there have been miniſters with 
whom caution has not been unneceſſary ; who, having been bred 
up from their infancy in the ſchool of diſſimulation, have miſtaken 
duplicity for underſtanding z and having become dupes to their 
own left-handed wiſdom, imagine they impoſe upon the reſt of 
mankind. I ſpeak, Sir, in the paſt tenſe, for the well earned 
popularity of the preſent adminiſtratioa of this country precludes 
the poſſibility of an application. But what has been, may again 
be; and when the intereſt of Ireland is to be affected for ever by 
the treaty, I ſhall deal with the preſent adminiſtration as though 
they were not the moſt unexceptionable, 

But, Sir, it ſeems that there is a ſummary proceſs obſerved by 
adminiſtration in all its functions; and as in law, ſo in trade, the 
party andthe judge are one and the ſame. 

We are not allowed to conſult the diſtant towns; and thoſe 
that are neareſt diſapprove of the plan—But no plan can be ap- 
proved of that has not for its baſis an unequivocal reciprocity of 
advantages. Now the reciprocity ſo often mentioned in the Mi- 
niſter's propoſitions ſeems to be made entirely of Iriſh manufacture, 
or it is a reciprocity of advantages all on one fide, —No plan can 
be permanent or worth adopting that will not bear the ſinReſt ex- 
amination by both parties z and for this purpoſe, the obvious 
mode was, that each party ſhould have appointed an equal number 


191 


192 PARLIAMENTARY 


of commiſſioners, who ſhould have met upon neutral ground, and 
having formed the outlines of a treaty, ſhould ſubmit it to be ratified 
by their reſpective parliaments. The commiſſion ſhould not have 
been confined to the houſes of parliament, at leaſt not to one 
houſe, till leſs to one fide of one houſe ; and leaſt of all to one 
bench on one fide of one houſe of parliament. And here let me 
reſt, while I pay my portion of public gratic de for that ſpirit of 
chivalry which has lately pervaded the treaſury bench, and ſent 
ſo many right honourable cruſaders on a pilgrimage to the land of 
promiſe for their country's good——T hoſe right honourable vo- 
Juntary miſſionaries were, I confeſs, well qualified for the purpoſe 
of their miſſion; but as it had ſolely for its object a commercial 
adjuſtment, it would ſeem that the embaſſy would have been 
ſtrengthened by the addition of ſome of our moſt reſpectable mer. 
chants, who, from being converſant with trade, muſt neceſſarily 
have been able to throw great lights upon the ſubject “ for in a 
multitude of counſellors there is wiſdom.” 
The plan ſeems to me to ſacrifice the real intereſt of three- 
fourths of the nation to the imaginary intereſt of the remaining 
uarter,—The diſtreſs of our poor woollen manufacturers brought 
— the queſtion of protecting duties ; the rejection of this 
produced non-importation * agreements; to render both thoſe un- 
neceſſary is the avowed object of the preſent ſyſtem And how 
does it operate? By making the poor ſtarving woollen-weaver 
worſe than he was before z and making the linen-weaver, who had 
no complaints, in appearance better than before, And then it 
is immediately expected that the woollen-weaver will grow 
fat and content—He complained that there had been a ſtream 
of trade againſt him, and he is relieved by having a deluge opened 
upon him.—We may indeed ſend our woollens to England, or 
our coals to Newcaſtle, and that is called equality—lIt is like the 
deciſion of Trapolin, in the play, who, when complained to by 
a traveller that a fellow from a ſcaffold had fallen upon and bruiſed 
him, adjudged that the traveller ſhould fall in his turn from the 
ſcaffold upon the other. I truſt this reſolution will not paſs into a 
law, for if it ſhould it will be neceſſary to follow it with a law to 
export 12680 manufacturers of woollen cloth, for whom there 
will no longer be any occaſion z or what might be a ſhorter me- 
thod, to import a certain portion of the plague from the Levant, 
to rid the country of the complaints of thoſe poor fellows. 
Something muſt be done for them, to avert the evil that muſt 
follow to this particular deſcription of manufacturers, from the 
operation of the reſolution before us. I ſhall defer to another 
ſtage of the bulineſs any obſervation upon the general plan or the 
— propoktions, ſome of whom appear to be fair and 


2” 6 Q ff. a. 


= 


3 0 7 =, oo» 


4 


1 <q 


RG RAS 16 09 ? 


7 


SC 


© Þ © R- 


. 193 


The queſtion being put on this reſolution, it was carried in the 
affirmative. 


The CHANCELLOR oF THE ExcCHEQUER moved the fifth 
reſolution. 

Reſolved, ©* That for the ſame purpoſe it is alſo proper that in 
all caſes where either kingdom ſhall charge articles IR its own con- 
ſumption with an internal duty on the manufacture, or a duty on 
the material, the ſame manufacture, when imported from the other, 
may be charged with a farther duty on importation to the ſame 
amount as the internal duty on the manufacture; or to an amount 
adequate to countervail the duty on the material; and ſhall be 
entitled to ſuch drawbacks or bounties on exportation as may leave 
the ſame ſubject to no heavier burden than the home made manu- 
fature 3 ſuch farther duty to continue ſo long only as the internal 
conſumption ſhall be charged with the duty or duties to balance 
which it ſhall be impoſed, or until the manuſactute coming from 
the other kingdom ſhall be ſubjected there to an equal burden, not 
drawn back or compenſated on exportation,” 

[t was carried. 


Mr. GxieF1TH entreated miniſtry to have ſome conſideration on 
gentlemen who had been fatigued forſo many hours, and not har- 
raſs them at of midnight. He moved that the chairman ſhould 
report progreſs. 

The queſtion was put and paſſed in the negative. 


The chairman proceeded to the ſixth propoſition, in theſe words : 

Reſolved, ©** That in order to give permanenCy to the ſettle- 
ment now intended to be eſtabliſhed, it is neceſſary that no prohi- 
bition, or new or additional duties, ſhould be hereafter impoſed in 
either kingdom on the importation of any article of the growth, 
product or manufacture of the other, except ſuch additional duties 
8 may be requiſite to balance duties on internal conſumption, 
purſuant to the foregoing reſolution.” 


The CRANCELLOK OF THE ExCHEQUER.—This reſolution 
will give a permanence to the reſt, and prevent all poſſibility of 
future incroachment upon, or ſubverſion of, the principles of 
this ſettlement. Iriſh linens, now duty free, will for ever con- 
tinue ſo in Great Britain. Articles imported on a ſmall duty will con- 
tinue ſo. The duty on coals in Ireland can never be raiſed, and 
encouragement is given to the diſcovery or invention of new pro- 
Luce, as our export to Great Britain cannot be excluded, or over- 
charged with a duty to which they are not liable at this day. 

This was alſo carried. 


. The next reſolution P was the ſeventh. 
Reſolved, ** That for the ſame purpoſe it is neceſſary farther 
nat no prohibitions, or new or additional duties, ſhould be here- 
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after impoſed in either kingdom on the exportation of any article 
of native growth, product or manufacture, from thence to the 
other, except ſuch as either kingdom may deem expedient from 
time to time upon corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuits ; and allo 
except where there now exiſts any prohibition which is not reci. 
procal, or any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms in 
every which caſe the prohibition may be made reciprocal, or the 
duties raiſed ſoas to make them equal.” 


The CnanceLLok of TuT ExcueqQuer,—This eſtabliſhes; 
the ſame principle of permanency upon exportation, but the ex- 
ception ſecures us from the ill conſequences of exporting corn in 
time of ſcarcity. 

Mr. Ga DIN ER moved an amendment, by inſerting the follow: 
ing words :—** And that no prohibition or duty be laid upon the 
prime of the ſtaple manufacture; that is to ſay, on linen yarn, 
nor on woollen or woollen yarn. 


Coroner Haves diſapproved of the motion, as tending to 
decreaſe the rents of the kingdom, by lowering the price of 
wool. 


Mr. A. WoLee ſaid, the principle upon which this ſyſten 
was founded is union and perpetual amity.— Now, will it tend to 
union—will it tend to amity, to compel Great Britain to ſend her 
wool toyou? You find an advantage in exporting the linen yarn, 
and England takes it from you, but is there one word of compul- 
ſion upon you? and is it reciprocity to ſay, I have an advantage 
in exporting my linen yarn—therefore I will continue to export it, 
and I will compel Great Britain, in turn, to export her woollen 


2 highly to her diſadvantage — this ſurely is not reciprocal 
nent. 


Sir EpwaxzpNewenHam—The honourable member bs 
pointedly called upon every man that ever ſpoke in this Houſe, 
to deliver his ſentiments ; ſurely he could not think, that any in- 
dependent repreſentative would ſo far deſert his principles, as not 
to avow them on the moſt important ſubject ever agitated in 
Iriſh parliament. 1 warmly ſupported wy right honourable col- 
league's motion, from a conviction of the integrity of his heart, 
and his knowledge of the matter in debate. He had made it his 
peculiar ſtudy : we both vote agreeable to the wiſhes of our con- 
ſtituents, and that being my duty, I ſhall ever conform to it; 
the rejection of his amendment will be the annihilation of the 
woollen trade of Ireland. 

I think the Secretary has acted the nobleſt and faireſt part, that 
ever a man in his ſituation did; I wiſh for unanimity, that it 
might add ſtrength to that man, who now guides the helm in 
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Great Britain, for believe him to be the moſt virtuous and honeſt 
miniſter that England has known for many years, and I believe he 
is a friend to a reform, which is the general wiſh of this king- 
dom. | 


Mr. GaRD1NExR faid he did not think that the lowering the price 
of wool would lower the rents, or even if chey did, that it ſignined 
much. He conceived the farmers would underſtand their buſineſs 
better, and produce a greater quantity of ſheep ; and he begged to 
know how the Engliſh farmer lived, where wool was ſo much 
cheaper, in every degree of comfort. But the fact was, the Irith yarn 
was the beſt for the weft, and the Engliſh for the warp. Now the 
Engliſh get our yarn, of which they make their weft—but they do 
not in return ſend us back one bit of theirs, of which we can 
make our warp z ſurely the reciprocity fails here. I do not know 
but the Engliſh are in the right, and are very wiſe in not export- 
ing their wool—but I am ſure we would be very fooliſh, if in ad- 
juiting ſuch a ſyſtem as the preſent, we were not to inſiſt upon 
if, 

The committee divided on this amendment. 

Ayes — 33 
Noes — 178 


Majority againſt the amendment 14 


The main queſtion was then put, and carried. 


The eighth and ninth reſolutions, were carried in theſe words ; 

Reſolved, ©* That for the ſame purpoſe it is neceſſary that no 
bounties whatſoever ſhould be paid or payable in either kingdom 
on the exportation of any article to the other, except ſuch as 
relateto corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuits, and ſuch as are in the 
nature of drawbacks, or compenſation for duties paid; and that 
no bounty ſhould be granted in this kingdom on the exportation of 
any article imported from the Britiſh plantations, or any manu- 
facture made of ſuch article, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar 1 
is payable in Britain on expoitation from thence, or where ſuch 
bounty is merely in the nature of a drawback, or compenſaiton of, 
eo duties paid, over and above any duties paid thereon in 

ritain,” 

Reſolved, “ That it is expedient, for the general be efit of the 
Britich empire, that the importation of articles from foreign ſtates 
ſhould be regulated from time to time in each kingdom on ſuch 
terms as may afford an effectual preference to the importation of 
malls articles of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
other,” 


Mr. W. T. Jones ſaid, it was a motive of impartiality, and 
that Ciſpoſition of mind which he truſted ſhould always influence 
P 
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his conduQ-in that Houſe, an ardent wiſh to ſerve his country, 
that induced him from the commencement of the buſineſs to pay 
the fulleſt attentiton to his Majeſty's Miniſter ; and as far as lay in 
the compaſs of a ſingle vote, to fand between him and every em- 
barraſſment whatever. For he thought the ſubject too ſerious for 
ſquibs; and being of no party but that of the wiſe and diſintereſt- 
ed, he in the courſe of the week had twice divided againſt a man 
Mr. Brownlow] whoſe life of integrity and honour could almoſt 
induce him to blindfold his judgment, and implicitly to follow his 
ſteps. | 

Having now heard the propoſitions, it only remained for him to 
declare, they ſbould have his hearty concurrence ; becauſe, ſitu- 
ted as he was in the heart of the linen manufacture, he thought he 
could not render his more immediate countrymen a greater ſervice, 
or act more conformably to the inclination of his conſtituents, But 
he called upon the Houſe to witneſs, and upon all who heard him, 
that he did not feel himſelf a competent judge of their tendency, 
touching the manufactures and proſperity of the South. He threw 
from him the weight of the guilt, or the claim to the merits of 
their future baneful or benencial effects: let the ſouthera members 
look to that : on them be the diſgrace, or the glory of the negoci- 
ation. He pledged himſelf to ſupport the nine commercial reſolu- 
tions ; and hoping the miniſter would interpret the terms effec- 
tual protection to the linen manufacture“ in its moſt extenſive 
ſenſe, he believed he ſhould alſo ſupport the tenth. 


The CHANCELLOR of THE ETC ER. beg leave to call 
on the attention of the Houſe, No one is a greater enemy than 
myſelf to the pernicious practice of accumulating debt upon debt 
in times of peace; nothing can be fo injurious to a commercial 
nation, or ſo deſtructive to its credit. It is therefore fit, at ſuch 
a Criſis, to put an end to that ruinous practice for ever, and to 
equalize the revenues and expences of the kingdom. As a ſecurit 
for this purpoſe, when I ſhall move ſome additional taxes, ſack 
regulations will be provided as will render it impoſſible for the fu- 
ture. It is indeed with this view the tenth propoſition hath been 
withdrawn, in order to amend it. For this ſalutary end the alte- 
ration propoſed is that the expences and revenues being once equa- 
lized, no ſurplus {hall accrue to the defence of the empire ' till the 
exigencies of government are all ſupplied. This alteration hath 
been made by the advice and aſſiſtance of a right honourable gen- 
tleman Mr. Grattan] to whom the nation is greatly indebted for 
his integrity, his abilities and ſucceſs in the public ſervice; and 
gentlemen will ſee the effects of ſuch a beneficial plan, which will 
at once prevent future debt, and inſure future œconomy. 


He then moved the tenth propoſiticn, 
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Reſolved; ©* That it is eſſential to the commercial intereſts of 
this country to prevent, as much as poſſible, an accumulation of 
national debt; and that therefore it 18 highly expedient that the 
annual revenues of this kingdom ſhould be made equal to its an- 
nual expences.” 


Mr. PaRsOoNSs.— I muſt oppoſe the whole of theſe propoſitions, 
do not like any one of them. Perhaps I am wrong. I ma 
poſſibly be ignorant but whoſe fault is that ?—Not my own, It 
13 the fault ot the miniſter, who would not permit me to have any 
information. It was but on Wedneſday I got a copy of theſe pro- 
poſitions, and I am calle4 upon on Friday to give my opinion on 
them. But, ſhort as the time has been, I can fee the evil effects 
of the laſt reſolution. Sir, I think the true ſyſtem of œconom 
would be to render our expences equal to our revenue. Why, 
Sir, ſhould we agree to make our revenue equal to our expences ? 
Here, Sir, you pledge yourſelves not to render your expences 
moderate ; not to bend them by the rules of economy, but at all 
tines to gratify the miniſter, by raiſing your revenue, to burthen 
the nation. What advantages are we to derive from our com- 
merce? What are the benefits which will reſult from the propo- 
tions we have heard, if, juſt as our trade encreaſes, we are to be 
burthened with unneceſſary taxes ? Now, Sir, why not diminiſh 
your military eſtabliſhment ? Why not decreaſe the civil, rather 
than pledge ourſelves at all times, and to an unlimited amount, 
to raiſe our revenue? 


Mr. Gro PonsonBy.—l ſhall give this motion my moſt 
hearty alſent, for three reaſons; and until I am convinced that 
they are wrong, I ſhall adhere to my opinion. Firſt, there is no 
part of our eſtabliſhment of which we could diminiſh the expences, 
and | am againſt borrowing. In our preſent ſituation I will never 
conſent to diminiſhing our military eſtabliſhment z and no decreaſe 
of any conſequence can be made in the civil department, Thus 
we muſt raiſe our revenue, or borrow. By borrowing, the mi- 
niſter and the people run inſenſibly into ruin; the money that 
would be otherwiſe launched abroad in trade is kept to lend to 
government, and the people at laſt become ſo much concerned 
for the good credit of the nation, that ſhould the Houſe of Com- 
mons at any time endeavour to coerce the Crown, by ſtopping the 
lpplies, they would grow unpopular by the attempt, and 
they dare not attempt it. Thus tie Houſe would loſe one of its 
rt and greate!t piivneges. | 


Mr. Oo tr. As to commer. e, I do not underſtand it; and it is 
no wonder I do not, as, until now, we had no commerce worth 
any man's conſideration. | think, however, the plan very equi- 
ble, Iadvile gentlemen not to le ſuſpicious, nor to ſend ſuſpi- 
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cion abroad; it is not ſuited to the noble, generous diſpoſition of 
Iriſhmen. 
Mr. Ga ATTAN.—I am anxious to ſay a few words, both on 
the new reſolutions and the plan. The reſolutions I think abi. 
Jutely indiſpenſable. They have a three-fold principle. The fri 
is, after the expences of the nation are paid, to contribute to the 
general expence of the empire. The ſecond is, that by making 
the ſurplus not applicable to the general expence till all expences 
are paid, it intereſts both the Britiſh and the Iriſh miniſters in Irif 
exconomy. The third is, to ſubje& that ſurplus to the controul 
of the Iriſh parliament, If the other reſolutions had nat paſſed, 
theſe ought ſtill to be ſupported. They put an end to debt; 
they decide the great queſtion of 17533 they eſtabliſh Iriſh eco. 
nomy; they make the Britiſh miniſtry a guarantee to the integrity 
of this Houſe, and the ceconomy of Iriſh adminiſtration, The 
lan is open, fair and juſt, and ſuch as the Britiſh miniſter can 
Juſtify to both nations. He gave to England what ſhe had a rigu 
to expect, and perhaps he could not give her more. 


Mr. DALv.—I am happy to find that however ſome perſon 
object to the particular parts of the plan, every one approves 
the whole, who is not either ſwayed by ignorance or difinclination, 
The more the whole is examined, the more it will be praiſed, 
However ſome men may endeavour to miſlead or miſguide the ni 
tion on the ſubjeR, it is ſo clearly advantageous, that I will ven- 
ture to ſay the deluſion cannot laſt a month. The difference be- 
tween a tax to ſupport an expence, and a tax to fund a debt, 1 
this:—The latter, when once laid, is laid for ever; the fore 
may be reduced when the exigency which occaſions it is no more, 

In voting additional taxes, to the completion of the prelent plan, 
I feel from my heart that in no inſtance of my life I could pollitly 
act more to the benefit of my conſtituents, and the advantage d 
the nation. With reſpect to the idea, that the reſolution will et- 
ge the Britiſh minitter to urge new taxes upon new taxes, it 
allacious; for as the fund he is to encourage is the ſurplus of the 
hereditary revenue, he would be the laſt perſon to advile nen 
taxes, when the conſequence of every new tax is to diminiſh that 
revenue. I declare againſt all attempts to ſow diſſention among 
the people; for it becomes every man to convince them of tie 
juſtice of this plan, and to make them take advantage of in 
beneñts. F 


GENERAL CNN IN CHAN. —I give my hearty and full appto- 
bation to the whole ſyſtem, as being the wiſeſt and moſt complet 
that has ever been propounded to the Houſe, But I think out es- 
pences, in many inſtances, may be reduced without injury lth 
to the ſubjet* or the Crowu— both in the civil and militat] 
eſtabliſhment, * | OR 
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Hon. D. BA .] VI. — Sir, it is with concern I riſe to ſpeak to 
the queſtion before you; matters of ſuch deep reſearch as: com- 
mercial intereſts demand more knowledge and experience than it 
is poſſible for me to have arrived at; and I would with pleaſure 
have heard and attended to the arguments of gentlemen learned 
and experienced on the ſubject, for ſuch there are undoubtedly 
on both ſides of the Houſe, But, Sir, chis debate has taken ſuch 
a turn, the proceedings of the few weeks paſt of this ſeſſion, and 
of the latter end of the laſt, have been ſuch, the importance of the 
matters before you, and my own ſituation, I think, call on me to 
trouble the Houſe for a few moments. To go, Sir, individually 
into the merits of thoſe reſolutions, would take up more time 
than I ſhould think myſelf authorized to intrude on this Houſe. 
{ ſhall only beg leave to ſtate how far they ſtrike me, as breathing 
the ſpirit of exact equality and liberal participation, Foreign 
goods, by the ſecond of thoſe reſolutions, are to be imported free 
of additional duty from one country to the other; that reſolution 
explains away the former illiberal conſtruction of the act of navi- 
gation, without which your free trade was but a fable; it even 
aſſerts your conſtitution, for it reſolves away an Engliſh law, by 
which you were indirectly bound. But, Sir, to go particularl 
into theſe reſolutions 1s not my intention. The beſt eulogium 
could make on them would be to read them. Suffice it to ſay, 
that I defy any man, however prejudiced, to prove that they are 
not perfectly advantageous, equitable and equal. They allow 
you to ſend either your own ſtaple manufacture, or goods import» 
ed, into their markets, in every part of the world, on the ſame 
terms as their own. It would be unreaſonable to expect, or 
for them to grant you more. They cannot give you capitals, 
they cannot give you induſtry, they cannot give you ſkill z theſe 
muit be your own natural or acquired advantages, They cannot 
give up either their capitals, they cannot be lefs induſtrious, or 
to make their goods unſkilfully or diſhoneſtly, to put us on an 
equality, But, Sir, I am particularly intereſted in remarking 
what fell on a former debate from an honourable gentleman on 
one of thoſe reſolutions :—* That while England would not 
allow of our importing her ſtaple or raw material, we ſent her our 
raw material; and that was not equality.“ The particular intereſt 
of each country can only determine that queſtion. It would be 
ruinous to England if ſhe allowed the exportation of her raw ma- 
terial, where ſhe has hands to more than work it. But is that the 
caſe with us ?—Noz we have not conſumption, we have not 
hands, to uſe the material I mean woollen and linen yarn ; and 
immediate ruin to all ranks in the province of Connaught would 
be the conſequence of ſuch prohibition, who, on the loſs of the 
proviſion trade at the concluſion of the laſt war, were enabled to 
pay their rents, and ſupport themſelveg by that induſtry which 
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the honourable gentleman, I am ſure unintentionally, wiſhes to 
deprive them. Your linen manufacture, the great ſupport of the 
richeſt and moſt populous part of the kingdom, is by them parti. 
cularly taken care of, and the already dangerous rivalſhip of the 
German and Scotch linens provided againſt. The laſt of thoſe re. 
ſolutions is particularly objected to, that the encreaſed revenue, 
by this participation, ſhall, at the diſcretion of the Iriſh parlia- 
ment, be applied to the ſupport of the common navy of the em- 
pire. Oh, Sir, let it not go abroad, if poſſible, that ſuch an 
objeQion was ever made by an Iriſkman! What! we are to 
participate with England in every advantage and trade the is pol. 
ſeſſed of, and we are not to aſſiſt, with any of the benefits of that 
participation, to the common defence of that trade of which we 
are jointly and equally poſſeſſed! Good God, Sir, how un- 
— and illiberal it would appear! A ſtrange objection to 
me, indeed, if I did not fee as _ and extraordinary every 
day of my life—if I did not ſee this unfortunate country every day 
deluded with the ſtrangeſt contradiftions. The Duke of Rutland 
was but ten days in Ireland when a partial ſyſtem of commercial 
arrangement was brought forward. On the fide of that commercial 
ſyſtem were the tenants of the honourable mover, the manufaQur- 
ers of Dublin 3 on the other fide were ranged the intereſts of Ulſter 
and Connaught, that would have been ruined had they been agreed 
to. Was there any thing ſo ſtrongly objected to the preſent go- 
vernment as their not immediately, and without the ſmaileſt con- 
ſideration, acceding to them? Now that they have time, with a 
great deal of trouble and difficulty, to bring forward a generally 
beneficial and well-digeſted ſyſtem, a fine ſtory is told the people 
that this is a ſyſtem they are not to approve of; though the moſt 
ſanguine of them all, ſo late as the laſt year, never could have ex- 

ected ſuch liberal conceſſion. What, Sir, is to come next ?— 

he people have been taught to deſpiſe the laws of the land—they 
have been taught to deſpiſe and hold in contempt the firſt court of 
law in the kingdom—and ſtrangers have been taught to keep far 
from a country. where law, the only protection of property (a 
country fluctuating in its demands and politics, a country where 
faQion ſupplies the place of induſtry, peace and order) is no where 
to be found. Let us now, that we have realized, endeavour to 
profit of thoſe advantages of trade and conſtitution which we 
riſked every thing dear to man to obtain. While faction ſupplies 
the place of induſtry, while ſpeculative queſtions engtoſs the 
minds of the people, your free trade is but nonſenſe, and you 


will have gained nothing by your riſks and exertions but po- 
verty and deſolation. 


The reſolution Was then put, and carried. 
a bs ® ; 
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The CHAaNcEeLLoR of THE Excnequer then propoſed the 
eleventh reſolution, in theſe words : 

Reſolved, *© That for the better proteQtion of trade, whatever 
ſum the groſs hereditary revenue of this kingdom (after deducting 
all drawbacks, repayments or bounties, granted in the nature of 
drawbacks) ſhall produce over and above the ſum of 656, oool. in 
each year in peace, wherein the annual revenue ſhall equal the 
annual expence, and in each year of war, without regard to 
ſuch equality, ſhould be appropriated towards the ſupport of the 


naval force of the empire, ia ſuch manner as the parliament of this 
kingdom ſhall direct.“ 


Mr. BxownLow.—lI acknowledge I expreſſed ſome warmth 
upon the ſubject the other night. I believe I faid ſome things to 
the right honourable Secretary which, in a cooler moment, I 
would not have done. I ſhould have conſidered he was doing his 
duty in his ſituation; but, at the ſame time, I muſt confeſs that 
I ſee no ground for altering my opinion. I do not like this mode 
of voting to Great Britain ſo much money unconditionally ; it 


appears to me full as bad as ſhip-money, or other exactions of the 
like nature. 


Sir ANNESLEY STEWART.—I wiſh the right honourable gen- 
tleman would accommodate the matter. I wiſh that the mone 
may be expended at home in railing ſeamen : That thought has 
often truck me, and I would recommend the idea to the gentle- 
men who brought forward this buſineſs. 


Mr. Fo RB ES.—I wiſhed to join entirely in the reſolutions that 
have been brought forward. 1 have liſtened to gain every infor- 
mation, and believe no government ever experienced a milder 
oppoſition, I hope, theretore, as this is a new matter, | Sa ag 
will not preſs the preſent motion, but will, at this late hour, 
ſuffer gentlemen to go home in good humour. 


The queſtion on the laſt reſolution being then put, was alſo 
carried without a diviſion, 


The chairman left the chair. 
The Houſe being reſumed, it was ordered that the report be 
received at three o'clock on Saturday. 


Ordered, that the committee of ſupply do fit on Monday 
morning. ff *. 


E 1 - | * 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1785, 


A petition of George Ruſſell, of Limeiiek, cotton manufac- 


| turer, praying aid to improve and extend the cotton manufacture, 


was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
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A petition of Henry and George Roe, keepers of his Majeſty's 
goal of Newgate, praying the Houſe to grant them a reaſonable 
compenſation, for diſcharging without fees perſons acquitted, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Bartholomew Rivers, of the city of Waterford, 
- Efqz praying the Houſe may take meaſures for eſtabliſhing a ma- 
nufacture of pearl- aſh in the county of Waterford, as alſe for pro- 


moting the cultivation of rape, by regulating the claim of tythe 


thereon, was preſented to the-Houſe and read. 


A petition of the truſtees appointed by Parliament for clearing, 
depending and improving the channel of the harbour of Cork: 
from the Cuſtom-houſe quay to the Black Rock, praying aid to 
extend the wall and tracking bank already begun farther to the 
eaſtward, and effectually to remove the ſhoals in the faid harbour, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A new writ was ordered for electing a citizen for the city of 
Limerick, in the room of 'Thomas Smyth, Eſq; deceafed. 


Mr. RopexT DriLLoN preſented a bill to repeal two acts for 
repairing the road from Nenagh, in the county of Tipperary, 
through Birr and Firbane, in the King's County, to Curranaboy- 
bridge, on the Athlone road, in the county of Weſtmeath, and 
for other purpoſes. —Read the firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time on Saturday the 19th of February inſtant. 


Sir Joux BLA vir wiſhed to vary the order relative to 
the watch of this city, as the church-wardens in ſome parts had 
been incapable of obeying it; and therefore moved that the ſeneſ- 
chals of the liberties of Thomas Court and Donore, and of St. 
Sepulchre's, be ordered to make a return of the watch 1a their 
ſeveral pariſhes z which was ordered accordingly. 


Sir EDWaRD NEWENnAM moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to aſcertain the qualification of ſheriffs for counties at large. 

Ordered, and that Sir Edward Newenham, Mr. Recorder, and 
Mr. Forbes do prepare the fame, 


Mr. GzarizpgaTu—l on Wedneſday laſt moved that Mr. Richard 
Eaton, equalizer of duties, ſhould attend at the bar of the Houſe, 
in order that 1 might examine him touching certain prohibitions 
now exiſting in Great Britain on the exportation of ſeveral articles 
the growth, product or manufacture of that country, which pro- 
hibitions would fill remain in force againſt Ireland after the preſent 
arrangements ſhould” be carried into effect. He attended accord- 
ingly till very late; but I did not then chuſe to interrupt the 
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buſineſs then before us, and obtrude myſelf then on the committee, 
J wiſh now he may be again ordered to attend; for this is a mat- 
ter of ſerious conſideration to this kingdom, parcicularly as the 
commercial treaty now under conſideration is declaredly a final 
ſettlement. 


The CMaNCEL10OR oF THe ExcueqQUeR,—lTt is the with of 
adminiſtration to afford gentlemen every * in their power. 
The honourable member's motion hath been complied with. Mr. 
Faton was at the bar; but Mr. Eaton, though well acquainted 
with the cuſtom laws of Great Britain, could not give any authen- 
tie information upon that ſubject. | 
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Mr. Maso. — There is no officer in Ireland who can give the 
information which is wanted. As to the gocds prohibited in Eng- 
land, the honourable member's own aſſertion is as good as Mr. 
Eaton's, or any other perſon's. 


Mr. Gx1re1TH.,—l beg the attention of the Houſe, We are 
in a ſituation perfectly novel; the regulations alſo are novel. It 
is ſaid there is no proper officer to ſtate the things relative to Eng- 
land. I beg gentlemen to conſider that I am but a new member of 
this Houſe, I declare ſolemnly that I have no improper motive. 
I wiſh ſome gentleman who underſtands the rules of this Houſe 
had made the motion, or would ſtate the mode of bringing before 
the Houſe that information I wiſh them to acquire, I have in m 
hand a paper, the report of the Houſe of Commons in England, 
ſtating thoſe prohibitions; I wiſh it read by every man in the 
Houſe ; it ought to be read by every man in the kingdom, I do 
not want the information myſelf; 1 want it for the Houſe. - 


Sir Joan ParNELL.—The honourable gentleman has ſaid 
that he does not want the information. He acknowledges that he 
is in poſſeſſion of it. If he wiſhes to lay that information before 
the Houſe, the beſt way will be to read it in his place, as part of 
his ſpeech, or to hand the papers to the officer at the bar, who 
will read them, for they are real authentic documents, 


Mr. GareritH,—1 proteſt, Sir, I think it neceſſary to apolo- 
gize to the Houſe for the trouble I give them. Conſidering myſelf 
as the repreſentative of an inſignificant borough, I am aſhamed to 
ſtand forward in a buſineſs of ſuch importance as the preſent, when 
I look round and ſee gentlemen who repreſent commercial cities 
and rich populous and manufacturing counties obſerve a profound 
filence. I confeſs, Sir, I have ſome apprehenſions, left the active 
part I have taken in this intereiting and important arrangement 
thould be conſidered as obtruſive. Vet, Sir, I feel that conſciouſ- 
neſs in thc integrity of my intentions, that I am convinced, 
were gentlemen acquainted with but one-half of the ardour and 
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zeal I feel for the welfare of Ireland, they would pardon the trouble 
I give them. Gentlemen ſhould conſider that the reſolutions which 
we are about to enter into affect the cuſtom laws of both countries, 
I acknowledge there is no proper officer in this kingdom to inform 
you of the cuſtom laws of Great Britain; and yet it is but decent 
you ſhould have ſome information upon the ſubject. Why will 
gentlemen inſiſt upon continuing in the go- cart of form, when the 
buſineſs in which we are engaged is perfectly new, and out of the 
regular courſe. 


[Mr. Griffith then read from an appendix to a report of a com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into ſmuggling, dated January 5th, 
1782, a long ſchedule of goods prohibited to be exported from 
England; in which were white aſhes, bell metal, fuller's earth, 
pipe-clay, rams and ſheep alive, frames or engines for ſtockings, 
wool of all kinds unwrought, worſted, woollen yarn, coverlids, 
- waddings, and other — made of wool ſo put together 
that they may be reduced into wool again, mattraſſes, beds ſtuffed 
with combed wool, or wool fit for combing, &c.] 


Now, Sir, a gentleman will not be permitted to bring a mat- 
traſs from England for his bed: And, in order to ſhew how juſt 
and fair the preſent regulations are, it is only neceſſary to remind 
the Houſe that this long liſt of articles will remain prohibited from 
being exported from Great Britain, even after the preſent regula- 
tions are carried into eſfet. And, on the other hand, there does 
not exif one fingle prohibition of any product of this country 
from being exported from hence into Great Britain, The preſent 
reſolutions take off prohibitions and heavy duties on the manu- 
factures of this country being imported into England. There are, 
however, ſome goods which are neither prohibited nor heavily 
taxed, and yet cannot find their way to the Engliſh market, on 
account of certain reſtrictions under which they labour, For in- 
ſtance, chip hats are not importable into England in packages 
containing leſs than ſeventy-tive dozen—Tallow candles, cap, 
and ſtarch are not importable in boxes containing leis than two 
hundred and twenty-four pounds. Now as theſe reſtrictions are 
not mutual, we have a right to expect they will be done away. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER.— The honourable 
gentleman may reſt aſſured that every reſtriction injurious to the 
trade of this country will be fully and effectually removed; and 


he may have an opportunity of taking care that it is ſo, when the 
bill ſhall be brought in. 


Mr. BERESTORD ſaid we could have no ſuch return; there was 
no officer to make it. 


The order of the day was read; in compliance with which 
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The Sol ici Tro General brought up the report from the 
committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to take into conſide- 
ration his Majeſty's ſpeech. 


The firſt reſolution was read and agreed to nem. can. 
The ſecond reſolution was read. 


Mr. Cox RV. I do not get up to oppoſe z but T wiſh to ſtate x 
queſtion I made before, which is to know whether the revenue 
would not be encreaſed by this new regulation? I ſtated the caſe 
of organzine ſilk, and wiſh to amend the reſolution, by adding 
the words, © that the ſame ſhould be imported at duties not 
greater than thoſe in the place where they are loweſt.” ; 


The CuANcELLOR of THE Excurquer explained, that 
this reſolution went to reduce the duty when the goods ſpecified 
were imported into Ireland. ' 

The reſolution then paſſed. 


The third reſolution was read, 


Mr. Gx1rr1TH.—l gave a general approbation to the propo- 
fitions made by the miniſtry, except the one laſt read. There 
are caſes where articles are not abſolutely prohibited, and yet are 
under reſtrictions equal to a prohibition z in ſome caſes they are 
mutual, Is it the intention of the Houſe that in all caſes where 
the reſtrictions are not mutual, that they ſhall be eſteemed to be 
done away virtually by this reſolution ? | | 


The CyanceiLok of THe Excuequer,—Certainly. That 
13 the true ſpirit and ſenſe of the Houſe, which is to be explained 
by the bills which are to be founded thereon; x 


The third reſolution was then agreed to. 

The fourth, fifth and ſixth reſolutions were read and agreed to. 
The ſeventh reſolution was read. 

Mr. Gazdints.—The ſubject being fully diſcuſſed in the 


committee, I do not mean to trouble the Houſe upon the amend- 
ment with any debate, but enly ſtir it, to let it appear on the 
Journals, My amendment virtually was to take away all prohibi- 
tions and reſtriting duties on the prima of the ſtaple manufactures 
of Great Britain and Ireland, linen and woollen yarn. I therefore 
move, that after the word farther, and before the word that, be in- 
ſerted theſe words, that no prohibition, or any duty whatſoever, 
ſhail hereafter ſubſiſt on the export of the primum of the ſtaple ma- 
nufacture of either kingdom to the other; that is to ſay, on flax or 
hemp, or on yarn made of flax or hemp, or on wool, or oa yarn 
made of wool.” 
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Mr. Coxxy.—l have a very few words to ſay. I decline 
going into the reſolutions at larze. They in general ſeem to be 
ood and fair reſolutions; but this ſeventh is totally different, It 
is unfair and partial. It favours reſtriftion, and contradiQs the 
principle on which is the baſis of theſe propoſitions. It favours 
prohibition, and is in the very teeth of the firſt reſolution, whoſe 
purpole is to enlarge and extend commerce; but prohibition neither 
enlarges nor extends. This reſolution binds up Ireland, while Eng- 
land keeps heſelf united. This reſolution does not go to regulate, 
but to prohibit. | 


Sir Joun BLaevrtre,—lf the amendment propoſed by the 
right honourable gentleman had come by itſelf ſingly as a reſolu- 
tion, I would agree to it; but I am decidedly againſt it in its 
preſent ſhape, as being a clog upon the reſolutions, 


Mr. HaxTLEy.—l will not go over the ground of yeſterday, 
when a great many members attended; but ſhall only ſay that I 
agree to the amendment. | 


Sir EpwaxDd Crorron,—As I voted yeſterday with the ma- 
Jority, I ſhall now give my reaſons for it. The county which I 
repreſent pays its rent in wool, as does the whole province of 
Connaught. If the amendment paſſes, it will reduce the price of 
wool, and thereby reduce the price of land; and the province of 
Connaught, and the counties that immediately ſurround it, will loſe 
more than 48. an acre by it. h 


Hon. Dexxis Baowxe.—The wool of the province of Con- 
naught pays its rent, and this amendment goes to the total deſtruc- 
tion of that province. 


Mr. Mo.yxeux.—1I do not wonder that the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt feels a natural affection for wool ; I, how- 
ever, not having the ſame reaſons, and feeling for another part of 
the kingdom, wiſh the amendment to pals. 


The queſtion was put on the amendment, and rejected. 
Mr. HaxTLEey.—lI hope I may be at liberty now to propoſe 


another amendment, which may nor perhaps be unnecellary, 
which is, to prohibit the exportation*ot our yarn into England. 


The CyuanceLiLok or THE ExcutqQuer ſaid that ſuch an 
amendment would be ruinous, 


Hon. V. BaOwNVE.— The yarn of the province of Connaught 
ſupports it. The women ſpin, and their labour in that way ſup- 
ports their families. 


Coroner Conviicuan oppoſed the amendment; which 
was withdrawn, and the reſolution agreed to. 


The eighth reſolution was then read and agreed to. 
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The ninth reſolution was then read and agreed to, 
The tenth reſolution was read. 


dir EDwWARD Newexuam,—Sir, I will ſupport the motion 
but, upon different principles from other 1 Sir, my 
words on laſt night's debate had been miſtated; therefore, I 
will repeat them: -I ſupported my colleague's amendment, as, 
without it, I was convinced many of the manufactures of my 
conſtituents would be annihilated z the woollen, the mixed, the 
cotton, and many other articles would be materially injured ; and 
a future day will prove my aſſertion true. Sir, relying upon the 
integrity of a victuous and honeſt miniſter, I will vote for the re- 
ſolution, as I hope the infamous and ditgraceful penſion liſt will 
be reduced; that ſinecure employments will be annihilated z that 
ſecret ſervice money and the exceedings of the concordatum will 
be conſtitutionally applied; as theſe have been made (fatally for 
this country) the engines of corrupting the members of this Houſe, 
Sir, I wiſh this infamous ſale of parliamentary votes was anni- 
hilated. My vote and opinion are thofe of an honeſt and inde- 
pendent member, who never ſolicited court favours, or troubled 
the levies of viceroys or ſecretaries. 


Mr. Galirrirn. I conſider this reſolution, and the one that 
follows it, as being fo cloſely connected together that I can ſpeak 
to them both at the ſame time. I think it incumbent on me to 
vindicate myſelf from the imputation and odium which muſt fall 
on this Houſe, for the unheard of proceeding of laſt night. I 
believe, Sir, that it was the firſt time, either in this kingdom or 
any other, that without a moment's previous notice, a reſolution 
was entered into, at four o' clock in the morning, to tax the 
people, when they, and moſt of their repreſentatives in this 
Houſe, were faſt aſleep. It was more like a drunken frolic than a 
ſober and regular motion of government; and if I had not been 
apprehenſive of throwing too ſtrong a ridicule on the conduct of 
adminiſtration, I ſhould then have moved that the Serjeant at Arms 
be ordered to go round the benches to waken the members. 

We ſhould have gone into the ſtate of the nation previouſly, in 
order to fee whether taxes were neceſſary; and if they were, the 
committee of ſupply was the proper place to have moved for 
them, One word as to the manner in which this buſineſs has been 
conducted altogether, We are told that the whole of theſe ar- 
rangements are greatly to our advantage, and conſequently not 
much in favour of England. It is cuſtomary, however, in all 
caſes, to be certain of a favour before you return thanks for it. 
Let gentlemen then conſider for a moment what their ſituation will 
be, ſhould England refuſe? You will have committed yourſelf 
for every thing ' which was in your power to give her, without 
being certain of any one conceſſion on her part. The reſolutions, 
taken collectively, are certainly for the advantage of this country; 
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and I ſhall therefore be ſorry they did not paſs. I ſhall however 
expreſs, in the ſtrongeſt terms I am able my toral diſapprohation 
of the irregular and hurried manner in which they have been 
forced upon this Honſe ; and I think it alſo neceſſary to declare 
my diſſent from the laſt reſolution. Has the right honourable 
Secretary looked into the journals of this Houſe ? Has he there 
tound a parſimonious conduct obſerved towards England by the 
Commons of Ireland, or has he found them more ready to give 
than the miniſter was to aſk ? Sir, I can account for the conduct of 
adminiſtration, in binding down this kingdom to the laſt reſoluti- 
on, in no other way than this :—Mr. Pitt has pledged himſelf to a 
parliamentary reform in England. The ſituation of Ireland calls 
more loudly for reformation than Great Britain; and if che miniſter is 
not totally ignorant of the wiſhes and the determination of the peo- 
ple of this country, he is ſenſible that a parliamentary reform muſt, 
and will take place very ſhortly in Ireland; in which caſe it is 
more than probable that the future repreſeatatives of the people 
may not be quite fo laviſh of the public money as former parlia- 
ments have been, and as the preſent one appears to be. He 
thought it neceſſary therefore to take advantage of our complai- 
ſance, to bind future parliaments down by a previous compaQ 
with the preſent Houſe of Commons. 


Mr. Loncr1tLD.—Sir, I do not mean to riſe or divide on any 
of the propoſitions which are to come before the Houſe this night, 
as J am without proper information from thoſe in a mercantile 
line, and by no means adequate to approve or diſapprove of their 
merits. I have, Sir, as faras my abilities would admit, offered 
fome thoughts on them, which I preſume were neither unbecom- 
ing nor unneceſſary. There are ſome who would wiſh to ſuppreſs 
the privilege of debate. I am for a candid, deliberate, and open 
inveſtigation. The 1oth and 11th retolutions, amended as they 
are, are worle than the original reſolutions. Thele reſolutions 
create new taxes by a ſyitem of fallacy and deceit, not one of 
them binding on England. A ſecretary is here to-day and gone 
to-morrow, What ſecurity is there for the performance of this 
compact? The ſum given for it is too much. The nation has 
paid an ample compentation in giving up the woollen trade, What 
gary I there in 6d. a yard on woollen blankets from 28. 6d. 
to 3s. Gd. a yard price, exported from Ireland, when 6d. a yard 
only was the duty on cloths of 208. a yard imported from Eng- 
land? Is it right, is it conſiitutional, to give a perpetual revenue ? 
It hath been ſaid that it is not a tribute: I aſſert it is. I defire 
gentlemen co look into the law of nations, and then they will find 
that the firſt grant which was voluntary was conſidered as a tax; 
but the continuance was accounted a tribute. I confeſs I did 
form opinions not totally diveſted of ſuſpicion, becauſe we were 
ſo ſtrangely precipitated into this deciſion, on thoſe very, very 
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important queſtions, without any reaſonable excuſe for ſuch con- 
duct. This, Sir, has undoubtedly alarmed, and has occaſioned 
me to give my opinion freely; and if I have erred, it is a gratifi- 
cation to ſay it proceeded from caution, and not premeditated 
deſign, Sir, I fay the Houſe has not had a fair and candid in- 
veſtigation, from the unhandſome manner in which this great bu- 
ſineſs has been hurried and preſſed upon us by adminiſtration. 
Thoſe, Sir, who have not a fingle conſtituent with whom they 
can adviſe, may not feel concerned whether their parliamentary 
conduct is approved or not. I am happy that I am not in a ſimilar 
ſituation; for I have many to whoſe ſuperior judgment and opi- 
n:ons I have ever paid the utmoſt deference and reſpect. 

But, Sir, when our boaſted free trade, our great emancipation, 
the equalizing the revenue and eſtabliſhment, from which were 
promiſed ſuch greit and mighty matters, proved fallacious and 
ridiculous, is it not natural for us, on the preſent occaſion, to 
adopt deliberation and coolneſs and receive every pollible infor- 
mation? If adminiſtration would but do this, let the reſult be 
what it may hereafter, the miſChiefs are certainly removed from 
them, 

If it were aſked, why did not adminiſtration propoſe the com- 
mercial ſyſtem originally, if more beneficial to this country ?— 
the anſwer would be, becanſe they wiſhed to avail themſelves of 
merit with the Engliſh miniſters, by impoſing more money and 
better terms than required by England, We have ſuffered too 
much by the deceitfulneſs of Engliſh miniſters towards us, not to 
uſe every precaution againſt their intrigues. They feel not our 
miſeries z of our wants they are careleſs; and I am apprehenſive 
that thoſe who ſhould lay our complaints before them have too 
many misfortunes of their own to be corrected to enter into a 
minute detail of the grievances of this friendleſs kingdom. 80 
many gentlemen have united with the houſbold troops, that I 
(ball not make any further obervations, or claim any diviſion. 


Mr. Mon'r6oMERY, of Donegal, objected to the largeneſs of 
the ſum, 


The tenth reſolution was carried And 
The eleventh reſolution was then read and agreed to. 


The CyHanceLLOR of THE ExXCHEQUER moved an addreſs 
to his Majeſty, in theſe words : 1 
That it be reſolved by and Commons in 
parliament aſſembled, that the ſaid reſolutions be laid before his 
Majeity, together with an humble addreſs, to aſſure his Majeſty 
taat they are thoroughly ſenſible of his Majeity's unwearied atten- 
tion to the welfare and happinef3 of his ſubjects. That our gra- 
nude is peculiarly due to his Majeſty for the meaſures which, 
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ſince the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, have been taken by his royal 
command, towards forming an arrangement of commercial inter. 
courſe between Great Britain and Ireland. That with the moſt 
ſanguine hope they look forward to the confirmation of theſe reſo- 
lutions, containing the principles upon which they truſt th» 
commercial intereits of the two nations will be finally eſtabliſhed, 
When theſe {hall be happily and fully carried into effect, through 
his Majeſty's paternal goodneſs, and the wiſdom and liberality of 
his parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland, chey ſhall, with the 
moſt ſincere ſatisfaction, behold a ſyſtem eſtabliſhed upon the firm 
baſis of reciprocal advantage, which will completely ſtrengthen 
and cement the common intereſt and mutual affection of both 
kingdoms, and will indiſſolubly unite the efforts of his Majeſty'; 
ſubjects of Great Britain and Ireland in maintaining the ftrenzth, 
increaſing the reſources, and extending the power and credit ofthe 
Fritiſh empire: And that it is their fervent prayer, that his Ma- 
jeſty may long poſſeis the true reward of à great and generous 
mind in beholding the bleſſings derived under his royal auſpices, 
and in receiving the juſt tribute of the moſt zealous duty and at- 
tachment from his loyal and affectionate people. a 


The queſtion was put on this addreſs, and it was carried in 
the affirmative. 


— —_— 
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The Houſe proceeded, purſuant to order, to ſtrike a commit- 
tee for trial of the Carrickfergus election, when the following per- 
ſons were nominated for the ſame : 


Richard Townſend Herbert, John Butler, 

Joſeph Preſton, Hon, R. Hutchinſon, 
C. H. Coote, James Stewart, 

Hon. O. Wynne, > John Ulher, 

Henry Alcock, Hon. Dennis Brown, 
William Pencfather, George Rawſon, 

H. V. Brooke. 


A petition of Henry and James Sadlier, of the city of Cork, 
cotton manufactuters, praying aid to improve and extend the 
cotton manutactures, was pretented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of the inhabitants of the ſeveral pariſhes of St. 
Catherine, St. Nicholas without, St. Luke, and St. Bridget, and 
of the Dean and chapter of Sc. Patrick's Dublin, praying a grant o- 
two thouſand hve hundred and fixty-nine pounds eleven thil}1ngs 
and five pence, to enable them to prevent the ill conſequences 


mit- 


gen 


-otk, 
{ the 


f St. 
, and 
ant ot 


Ilings 


Dr 211 


ariſing from the frequent inundations, occaſioned by rapid moun- 
tain floods in the river Dodder, which runs through a conſiderable 
part of the ſaid pariſhes, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of the grand jury of the county of the city of 
Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth the 
pernicious conſequences ariſing to the health and morals of the 
inhabitants, from the praQtice of ſelling ſpirituous liquors by retail 
in public houſes or ſhops in every ſtreet in the Taid city, and 
ſubmitting the premiſes to the conſideration of the Houle. 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the grand canal, 
praying a bounty from parliament when they ſhall have finiſhed 
the works propoſed therein, was preſented tothe Houſe and read. 


A petition of the merchants, traders and inhabitants of 
Ballinaſloe, and adjoining the river Suck, praying aid to compleat 
the navigation from the Shannon Bridge to Ballinaſloe, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Thomas Bible, of Ballinaſloe in the county of 
Galway, woollen manufacturer, praying aid to improve and ex- 
tend the woollen manufacture, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, 


A petition of the company of undertakers for making the 
river Shannon navigable from the city of Limerick to the dee 
water above the town of Killaloe, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth, that it will require a ſum of eleven 
thouſand eight hundred and ninety-ſix pounds five ſhillings, to 
complete the ſaid navigation, and that if this Houſe will grant 
laid ſum, it ſhall not be demanded until the ſecurity for com- 
pleating ſaid work be approved of and lodged in the court of 
Exchequer, and petitioners, in aid to the ſaid ſecurity, will alſo 
lodge the nett income arifing out of the ſaid navigation, for the 
payment of three hundred and fifty-ſeven pounds ſterling annual - 
ly, as intereſt for ſaid ſum, until the ſame ſhall be reimburſed, 
and are willing to relinquiſh all right they have under their in- 
corporation, on ſuch terms as the Houſe ſhall point out, if the 
foregoing propoſal ſhall not meet with the approbation of the 


Houle. 


Mr. Chatterton preſented to the Houſe, according to order, a 
bill tor the amendment of the bankrupt laws, which was received 
and read the firſt time, and orcered to be read the ſecond on 
Thurſday morning next. 

5 
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Mr. Ho. mes called the attention of the Houſe particularly to 
the merits of this petition, which, he ſaid, was of the utmoſt conſe. 
quence to this kingdom, particularly as there were found adjoin. 
ing this river inexhauſtible mines of coal and iron, equal to any 
imported from Great Britain, and which, if this river was ren- 
dered navigable, could be immediately forwarded to all parts of 
Ireland. The expence had been computed, a ſet of gentlemen 
had undertaken to expend the money with integrity, and they 
only aſked one-third of the expence—for 20,0001. the navigation 
would be extended to 180 miles. 


Mr. Fos TER roſe, he ſaid, to make a motion before the Houſe 
ſhould reſolve into the committee of ſupply.—He faid, the appli- 
cations to parliament for aid were numerous, and no doubt many 
of the perſons applying merited aid; but the ſituation of the 

ountry will not permit it, and therefore he moved, ** Thatit 

reſolved that no money be granted this ſeſſion of parliament 
for any pier, harbour, canal, navigation, colliery, road, bridge, 
mill, millwork, college or hall, nor for building or rebuilding 
or repairing any particular church or cathedral, or for any hoſpi- 
tal or charity which has not uſually and regularly received par- 
liamentary ſupport, nor to any individual manufacturer or com- 
pany of manufacturers, nor in conſideration of any buildings 
made or to be made by any manufacturer or ſet of manufacturers, 
other than for the fiſheries, unleſs where ſeparate and diſtinct 
revenues are provided and appropriated thereto.” 


Mr. FLood ſaid, he had riſen firſt to make a motion, which 
he had deferred merely to let the buſineſs of ſwearing the election 
committee take place; he therefore inſiſted on the priority of his 
motion. | | 

Mr. FosTex appealing to the chair, the Speaker declared in 
favour of Mr. Flood. 3 


Mr. FLoOD.— Sir, I attended on Friday night through as much 
of the long debate as I was able to do, and perhaps, from the 
conſequences which I have ſince felt, longer than I was able. I 
regret, vir, that I was not capable of attending on Saturday 
night, when that buſineſs came before the Houſe, becauſe J would 
have added an unit on that night to the two honourable gentlemen 
who voted againſt the ſyſtem which has been adopted—nay, on 
ſuch an occaſion I ſhov!4 not have been aſhamed to have ſtood 
alone, and I know the two honourable gentlemen will on a future 
day feel as much ſatisfaction at having oppoſed a ſyſtem ruinous 
to the country, as they do now in the reQitude of their hearts. 
Had I been able to have attended on that day, | would have 
moved an amendment to the right honourable gentleman's prefa- 
tory reſolution, Which I moved in the committee, and which! 
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withdrew merely from a deſire of expediting the buſineſs, and not 
from any conviction of its abſurdity, I did it alſo becauſe I wiſhed 
it to appear upon the journals that my opinion might ſtand atteſted 
upon record, Sir, there is no writer of any reſpect, who ever 
treated upon the ſubject, but what has declared that a country, 

or as Ireland, is unable to cope with a country wealthy as Great 
Britain, Sir, I had the example of Great Britain herſelf, of all 
her wiſe miniſters, and of all her wiſe parliaments, from the re- 
rolution, to prove the juſtice of my motion; and ſupported by 
ſuch authorities, and aided by ſuch an example, I could not be 
deceived—they all agree that it is wile in a poor country to pro- 
te& her manufaQures, and to ſecure her domeſtic market. Now, 
Sir, what did I propoſe ? that ſuch articles of manufacture as 
bore an high duty in Great Britain, when imported there from 
Ireland, ſhould bear an equal duty when imported from Great 
Britain into Ireland. Sir, this did not include articles on which 
there was no duty, nor did it include any of the raw materials; I 
therefore laugh at one man when he tells me of the linen manu- 
facture—I laugh at another when he dins my ears with the clatter 
of tin, and at a third when he cries coals. Theſe are fallacies too 
weak for me to argue; that we ſhould not lay a duty on articles 
where there is no duty, will never ſhew it wrong to lay duty on 
other articles where there is a duty. Sir, gentlemen exclaim on 
the great advantage to be derived from the Engliſh market— 
they cry it amounts to 60, oool. and the Iriſh market to only 6000l. 
This is arithmetical argument. I know a market of 60, oool. is 
better than Goool. and I will tell gentlemen how much it is—ex- 
ally ten times better. This is the arithmetic,but where is the con- 
cluſion? if you had it; but, I ſay, the Iriſh market of 6000l. is 
better to us than the Britiſh market of 60,000l. and why ? becauſe 
you can have the Iriſh market, and becauſe you cannot have the 
Britiſh market. Sir, when I left the committee on Friday night, I 
left it in humble confidence that the laſt reſolution would be meli- 
corated—a right honourable gentleman promiſed that it ſhould ; 
but how was I ſurpriſed to find the melioration an aggravation of 
the evil? What are the reſolutions as they now ftand ? that 
whenever the hereditary revenue, after deducting drawbacks, and 
bounties in the nature of drawbacks, amounts to a certain ſum 
in time of peace, and in time of war, without this deduction, the 
ſurplus ſhall be given to the ſupport of the naval ſtrength of the 
empire z and, Sir, there is alſo a reſolution that our expences 
ſhall be equalled by our revenue ; and this, Sir, the right honour- 
able gentleman calls meliorating the propoſition, God ſend this 
country may not meet many inſtances of ſuch melioration, Now, 
dit, the expence of management, and the corn bounty, are charg- 
ed on the hereditary revenue. ls it not ſo? 
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| Mr. Fos r ER. Really, Sir, when am called upon I ſhall be hap- 
py to give every information; but Ido not underſtand the queſtion, 


Mr. Fi 00p.,—Sir, I did not imagine intenſe dullneſs of capacity 
was the characteriſtic of the preſent miniſter. I know there 13 
a coolneſs of underſtanding, a frigidity of conception ſometimes 
affected, but extreme ignorance I thought no man would aſſume, 
I aſk is the corn bounty a bounty in the nature of a drawback ? 


Mr. FosTtr.—No. 


Mr. FLoop.—Oh! then my queſtion is underſtood. It is 
not an ænigma which wants an Oedipus to ſolve it—it is not an 
oracle—it does not bear a double meaning! Now, I aſk if the 
corn bounty is not in the nature of a — . why was it not 
included in the exception? Why was not the expence of manage- 
ment included? For one or other of theſe reaſons it mult be, 
either the right honourable gentleman intends to charge thoſe in 
another way, or elſe to give an artificial ſurplus to the hereditary 
revenue, to the amount of 150,000]. and for what? Not to 
ſupport the havy of Ireland—no; but to ſupport the navy of 
the empire? Do you then for ever relinquiſh the idea of having 
a navy of your own ?—Shall Ireland, an iſland too at the mo- 
ment when you tell her of extenſive trade, in the moment of 
her independence, relinquiſh for ever a ſea guard of her own, 
and give away her money, never to return, to ſupport the 
navy of the empire? Now, Sir, we all remember the year 
1769; I appeal to every man's recollection, who was in thi 
Houſe at that time, we were called upon to ſupport Great Britain 
by providing for an army of 15,000 men, — the excuſe was, 
that the Britiſh territories were ſo extended that an augmentation 
of our army was neceſſary to defend our dominions abroad. 
Now, Sir, trom that hour to the preſent we have run a con- 
tinued courſe of accumulated debt—in a ſpace of ten years we 
are a million and a half in debt, and now that the cauſe has ceaſ- 
ed, you are called upon to ſupport the navy alſo, Why, Sit, 
how is it poſſible that Ireland can keep her promiſe ?—Every 
man knows the conſtant complaint of Ireland has been the drain 
occaſioned by her abſentees, à drain equal in compariſon to the 
rental of Ireland, with all the taxes of Great Britain, in compa- 


riſon to the property of Great Britain! Sir, if any man 


was to aſk, would you agree to a meaſure to encreaſe the num- 
ber of abfentees, inſtead of decreaſing them, would he not be 
anſwered © no; that is impoſſible,” Why, Sir, you did en- 
creaſe them when you voted an augmentation of the army—and 
if you vate for th- ſupport of the navy you muſt increale them 
again; and I aſk, is it pollible for Iretand, in her preſent ſitua- 
tion, giving with her right hand to the army, and with her leſt 
to the navy, and having this drain of abſentees, is it poſſible ſhe 
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can exiſt? Great Britain could not do it in the laſt German war 
the moſt popular miniſter that ever . her affairs, and whoſe 
popularity made the preſent miniſter could not keep his place, 
though crowned with victory and why? becauſe the money 
expended on the troops circulated in Germany, and Great Britain, 
the wealthieſt nation in Europe, could not bear the drain. No; 
it was computed, that three years longer in ſuch a ſituation ſhe 
would be bankrupt—and is it poſſible that Ireland, poor as ſhe 


now is, Can bear it? No; Sir, it is impoſſible—Beſides, Sir, 


a part of the hereditary revenue is already appropriated to a ſea- 

ard for the defence of Ireland, and now, in the hour of your 
independence, you relinquiſh the idea of ever having a navy of 
your own, or of having any ſea-guard, in the teeth of your act 
of parliament! But, Sir, gentlemen have ſaid this is not a tribute, 
I fay it is—-what is the difference between a tax and a tribute? 
a tax is an impoſition of certain money appropriated for particular 
purpoſes, and which cannot be taken out of the kingdom except 
upon. ſome very particular occaſion, as in time of war ; but a 
tribute is paying money, the whole of which is to center in 2 
foreign kingdom. And is Ireland in a fituation to ſend her money 
away? Look to Great Britain, ſhe is now retrenching her ex- 
pences in her navy, her conſtitutional defence, and which no 
miniſter would leſſen, could he poſſibly avoid it; ſhe is retrench- 
ing in her civil eſtabliſhment ; ſhe is funding in order to pay off 
her debt, and ſhe is doing it wiſely z but Ireland is called upon 
not to decreaſe her military eſtabliſhment, but to add a naval 
one to augment her abſentees; and to run a continued courſe of 
accumulated debts; nay, to add to the pteſent drain of her caſh, 
not only by increaſing her abſentees, but her debt; for how is 
it poſſible we can borrow money unleſs we get ſome of it from 
England and other countries, the very intereſt of which money 
will circulate abroad. But, Sir, this has been meliorated, as 
the right honourable gentleman calls it, and how ?—by pledging 
yourſelves to Great Britain, that your revenue ſhall riſe to your 
expences, additional burthens are to be laid upon the people, 
and the expences, however extravagant, are to be at all times 
equalled by the revenue. Now, Sit, having promiſed to ſup- 
port the navy of the empire, I would do it—l would do any 
thing I could for Great Britain, and therefore to ſupport this 
extraordinary charge, I would retrench all I could of the expen- 
ces—I would not have this reſolution conſtrued in a way it 
was never intended I would not have it ſuppoſed, that when 
an Engliſhman, ſecretary to a Lord Lieutenant, juſt arrived in 
this kingdom, and perhaps whoſe chief ambition, when he de- 
parts, will be to be forgot, when he aſks you to ſupport only 
2 navy, ſhall an Iriſh Houſe of Commons tell him you are too 
modeſt, you do not know us—your modeſty is criminal, you 
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have aſked too little; no, we will do more, we will not only 
ſupport your navy, but we will engage that, let our expences 
be ever ſo extravagant, our revenue ſhall riſe up to it—and this 
is what is called melioration! the firſt time I ever heard that 
meliorating a demand was to encreaſe itf—No, Sir, England 
herſelf will be too wiſe, ſhe knows it is not for her intereſt that 
you ſhould be ruined—Suppoſe a few of her merchants ſhould 
carry on an illicit trade, why it might enrich them—but could 
that be of ſuch uſe to Great Britain as the proſperity of Ireland ? 
Sir, I would not wiſh to promiſe more than I could perform ; 
firſt, becauſe I would not merit the ſtigma that would be the 
conſequence ;z and ſecondly, I would not give the Britiſh miniſter 
cauſe to ſay you have broken through your promiſes, there is an 
end of the treaty, and I will take from you all that I have given, 
I would not do this, and becauſe I would not do it, 1 will make 
a motion that ſhall explain all the reſt—I will alter it as ſhall be 
agreeable—l will meliorate 1t—not ſuch a melioration as has 
been made on the former occaſion, for ſuch a melioration I will 
never make, but I will mould it ſo as to pleaſe gentlemen | 
therefore move you, Sir, to reſolve ** that an immediate and effec- 
tual retrenchment in our expences is neceſſary.“ 


Mr. Masod ſaid, the honourable member had miſtated and 
miſrepreſented—the money was not bound to be ſpent abroad ; 
no, we might build ſhipping, we might lay it outin gunpowder— 
we may direct every halfpenny of it to be laid out in Ireland, 
He therefore moved That the conſideration of this motion be 
deferred until after the order of the day be gone through,” 


Mr. Paxsons faid, that if he had any doubt of the rectitude 
of his conduct on the former night, he would be now confirmed 
in the idea of his reQtitude, What was the gratitude we owed to 
England ? Did England ever enter into a war on our account ? 
Did England ever ſupport a ſingle ſhip for our defence, more than 
ſhe would have done if we were ſunk in the fea. He declared 
he would nezative the order of the day. 


Mr. O'HARA ſaid it was very neceſſary that ſome motion of 
retrenchment ſhould take place before the Houſe went into 2 
committee of ſupply 50, oool. had been given by the Privy 
Council on one account—he did not know that the Houſe was 
pledged to make it good :—another enormous ſum was given to- 
wards building the Cuſtom-Houſe, he was not ſure they had fo 
much as the order of the Privy Council in their behalf for it—the 


Cuſtom-Houſe ought to be a plain building; he did not think it 


neceſſary to be all of imported ſtone, and which required ma- 
Chines to carry them about. He thought therefore the motion 
ought to be gone into before the order of the day. 
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Mr. Maso ſaid, if the gentleman had attended the committee 
of accounts, he might have made his objections properly to all 
theſe charges, but now they are come too late. 


Mr. Cuxsan ſaid, he was ſurpriſed gentlemen would preſs the 
order of the day before they agreed to a reſolution which was to 
be directory to the committee of ſupply—the queſtion was in fact, 
was economy to take place or not? for he laughed at men who 
ſaid it was for the order of the day. He hoped miniſters would 
not be found formidable only in numbers, and tremble at argu- 
ment—the people could not be eaſily ſatisfied that they had got 
great advantages by giving up the protection of their trade in 
hopes of an extenſion of it, unleſs the parliament, who were 
bound in honour to do fo, declared that no new tax or heavy 
burthens were to be laid upon them. One gentleman ſaid, it was 
now too late to look to ceconomy, the ſame gentleman ſaid it 
was too early, and thus they were bandied about between too 
late and too early, and nothing effectual was to be done; he 
therefore hoped miniſters would not have their ſtrength in num- 


bers, but would advance ſome argument why œconomy ſhould 
not take effect. 


Mr. BRoWNLOW.— Sir, I ſhall not argue on the reſolutions 
that have paſſed, but I do think it highly neceſſary that ſome re- 
trenchment ſhould take place. I think this alſo the proper time 
for ſuch reſolution, as an inſtruction to the committee, and if I 
wanted an argument, the motion made by the honourable gentle- 


man, that no bounties, aids, and grants, ſhould be given, would 
convince me that it was. 


Mr. Duxx ſaid, the very argument urged by the right honour- 
able gentleman was the argument that made againſt him; his was 
a particular matter, which would be proper to conſider and debate 
upon in the committee, and was ſpecially referred to the commit- 
tee 3 the other was a general principle; in the one they were 
called upon to decide a matter without deliberation, which would 
come properly before them in another ſtage; and in the other 


they were only adviſed, if any opportunity offered, to make re- 
trenchment. 


Mr FL oop roſe [a cry ſpoke, ſpoke] I did not ſpeak, this is a 
new queſtion, [cry proceed. ] 

| appeal to the candour of the Houſe, I did not ſpeak, and if 
I had ſpoke, 1 had a right by parliamentary order to reply. How 
odd it is that truth ſhould be ſo diſagreeable to ſome men, that 
they would not ſuffer it to enter into their portals, It is this 
indecency of manners, and this profligacy of profuſion and expen- 
diture of the public money, that makes the people call for a re- 
form, I] declare, was the parliament generally correct, I would 
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not be the mantto make a motion for reform— I would tell the 


people that they ought to be, and I am ſure they would be con- 
tent. 


Mr. FosTer.—] riſe to give the gentleman an opportunity of 
explaining. He ſays, if the parliament was correct; I aſk, docs 
he mean the preſent parliament ? 


Mr. FLoop,—lI ſay, if the parliament was generally correQ— 

I do not retraQt a N for all the right honourable gentleman'; 
riſing—1 am not afraid of him here, or any where elſe—no ; if he 
was a member of another parliament, ſurrounded by the ſattellites 
of corruption! It is impoſſible I can have ever come in competiti- 
on with him I am not to be heated by his riſing, nor frozen by 
his fitting—I move in a higher orbit: But, gentlemen, this is 
what concerns you all—this is not the proper time; when is the 
roper time ? I have been told, when in the committee of ſupply 
TE for retrenchment, I was wrong; that was not a com- 
mittee of retrenchment, it was a committee of ſupply ; and 
now I am told, to go into the committee for raiſing the ſupply to 
object to having the ſupply raiſed : Beſides, what is the motion 
now ?—lIt is not that you ſhall go into it in the committee of 
ſupply ; no, but it is that you ſhall raiſe the ſupply firſt, and 
then conſider of the propriety of raiſing it afterwards. I exhort 


every man, who wiſhes for œconomy, to oppoſe the order of the 
day. 


The queſtion being then put on Mr. Maſon's motion, there 
appeared 8 

Ayes — 131 

Noes — 43 


Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Maſon and Sir Hercules Langriſhe. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. Parſons and Mr. Dunn. 


Mr. FosTzx repeated his motion with regard to grants of 


money. 


Mr. Gak Dix faid, that he felt the indecency of taking 2 
part in that buſineſs, which was generally called the ſcramble ; 
but he trufted there was one charity which might claim an excep- 
tion in its behalf, he meant the Lying-in-hoſpital, and he parti- 
cularly thought objects of that ſort demanded the attention of the 
Houſe, from their never having received the ſupport of parliament, 
which was the caſe of that charity, It had hitherto exiſted by 
means of ſubſcriptions, and by entertainments, which the gover- 
nors had contrived from time to time, and which had anſwered 
the end of the charity ; however, he was ſorry to ſay, that this 
was no longer the caſe, new rooms had been built for the purpoſe 
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of enlarging the ſcale of entertainment, and it was hoped that with 
the liberality of parliament it might be enabled to continue z 
he therefore moved, that the words, except the Lying-in-hoſpi- 
tal,” be added to the motion. 


Upon this amendment, the Houſe divided, 


Ayes — 61 
Noes — 111 


Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Corry. | 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. Theophilus Jones and Col. Roſs. 


Sir Joun BLaquiere ſaid, after the motion which had been 
made in favour of the beauteous and meritorious, though leſs 
happy part of the creation, had been refuſed, he knew not how 
any perſon could aſk any thing. As to the other queſtion, he 
hoped it was no fign the trade was out of faſhion, but he had a 
word or two to ſay in favour of the Grand Canal, 


The order of the day being called for, the Speaker left the chair, 
and Sir John Parnell, as chairman of the committee of ſupply, 
took the chair. 


The CHANCELLOR oF THE ExCREQUER then ſtated, that 
the amount of the debt was two millions one hundred and fifty- 
three thouſand three hundred and one pounds eleven ſhillings and 
five pence farthing z that there were four hundred thouſand pounds 
life annuities at Lady-day, 1784, and three hundred thouſand 
pounds at Lady-day, 1785. The Houſe having voted the above 
debt, he then moved, that it is neceſſary to maintain twelve 
thouſand effective men within the kingdom, over and above 
officers, &c. 


Mr. Mo.yNnev x objected to the number, as being unneceſſa- 
ry: He ſaid four thouſand men had ſerved in the time of war, 
and ſurely double that number would be amply ſufficient to pre- 
ſerve the country in a time of profound peace. He had the au- 
thority of an honourable General, whom he faw in his place, 
and to whom he referred himſelf, to ſay the army would bear to 
be diminiſhed. 


General CunNNINGHAM ſaid, had the honourable gentleman 
not called upon him, he ſhould think it his duty to have riſen, 
becauſe he found he had been miſunderſtood. 

He did not ſay that the army ought to be reduced; the army 
had never been ſo much wanted, in his remembrance, as lately. 
If it were not for the army that Houſe would have been long ago 
tarred and feathered ; and the Kilkenny white-boys would have 
ravaged the whole country, He ſhould therefore think we were 
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bewitched if we did not keep twelve thouſand effective men with. 
in the kingdom, and three thouſand out of it. An honourable 
gentleman had ſaid, that we ought, becauſe we had loſt America, 
not to continue the augmentation of three thouſand men.—Haye 
we not Canada and many other places to preſerve ? Indeed that 
honourable gentleman talked more nonſenſe than ever he had 
heard in his life. 


Here Mr. Gx1irr1iTH called General Cunningham to order, 
and ſaid his language was indecent. 


General Co N NINGHAM called Mr. Griffith to order; but Ge- 
neral Luttrel interfering, Mr. Griffith went on, and aſked, whether 
it was decent, whether it was parliamentary, when a gentleman 
was gone, to ſay that what he had ſpoke was nonſenſe, and in 
that manner commit his character to the nation. 


Mr. MonTcowmery (of Cavan) faid, that it was extraordinary 
that the Iriſh nation ſhould continue her forces while England even 
diminiſhes her natural ſtrength, her navy. Much had been faid 
about the diſturbances—he had been at Briſtol at that very time, 
and the people there were for three or four days in violent commo- 
tions, preventing all ſhipping from ſailing—in Scotland there were 
great riots, and nothing was done againſt them, though much 
greater injuries. He thought a reduQtion was abſolutely neceſ- 
iar y. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he had been ſummoned to 
attend a numerous and reſpectable meeting of the county of Tip- 
perary, to prevent forcible poſſeſſions, and that his advice being 
aſked about calling the military, he adviſed them only to be called 
for when aQually neceſſary ; that however it had become actually 

neceſſary, and ſeveral lives were loſt. He therefore felt the ne- 
ceſſity of having the military kept up to its uſual ſtrength, 


Mr. MoLvNevx ſaid he was glad to find that the Secretary of 
State had avowed himſelf to have attended at public meetings, and 
therefore did not doubt that his Majeſty's Attorney General would 
attach him, and the Houſe might expect to ſee him on the other 
ſide, maintaining, with all the ardour of his youth, the illegality 
of that, and making his exit as honourable as his entrance. 


Mr. W. PoxsoNnsBy ſupported the motion to continue the old 
eſtabliſhment. | 


The queſtion was then put on the augmentation of 3000 men, 
and paſſed unanimouſly. 


Mr. Ga Dix ſaid that he had diſcovered that the militia 
bill had expired. He had always thought that bill an object of the 
firſt conſequence. A right honourable friend of his whom he did 
not ſee in his place, had brought forward that meaſure with that 


pul, ds oe ho 


ani rs as ad 


D IB AT © 221 


zeal, induſtry, and ability, always diſtinguiſhing him; the bill 
had originally lain dormant for want of what he was then prepar- 
ing againſt, he meant the providing of the expence of that mea- 
ſure, and this was the time to provide for that purpoſe, and if not 

rovided for now it could not be continued ; he then ſtated the 
turbulent ſtate of the kingdom, and the neceſſity of ſome force to 
keep up order, and give vigour, energy and force to the laws, 
which were relaxed from ſome ſuch co-operative afliſtance ; he 
therefore moved, that it be reſolved, that a ſum of 20, oool. be 
granted to his Majeſty, for the purpoſe of clothing the militia in 
this kingdom.“ | 


Mr. Hayes ſeconded Mr. Gardiner's motion, and declared, 
that as he had ever conſidered a well regulated militia as one of 
the greateſt bleſſings a country could enjoy, it had been the ear- 
lieſt wiſh of his heart to ſee ſo conſtitutional and patriotic a mea- 
ſure adopted by government. 


Mr. Oo ſtated the progreſs of the bill originally, and the 
reaſon why it had never taken effect, which had ariſen from the 
want of a reſolution of the committee of ſupplies. 


Mr. WaxzBuUxToON ſaid he apprehended that the motion was 
unneceſſary, that the laws had fullcient force, energy and vigour, 
to maintain and enforce themſelves, and he remembered to have 
ſeen a caſe, which though no lawyer, he could cite, in which my 
Lord Mansfield had ſaid, that to deny the laws to be able to 
maintain themſelves was to pronounce a ſatire upon the laws. 


The SeCxETARY OF STATE ſaid that the ſtate of the king- 
dom warranted ſuch an additional force : he would quote a caſe 
which the ſame Lord Mansfield had, on his legs in his place, in 
the Houſe of Lords, declared, in conſequence of the riots in 1780: 
* * what were ſoldiers, they were only ſo many conſtables in 
red coats. 


Mr. Wax BUR To faid when he was in the army he had a 
very different idea of a ſoldier from that which the right honoura- 
ble Secretary entertained ; he ſaid that if he was ordered out with 
a magiſtrate, very far from thinking himſelf or his ſoldiers conſta- 
bles in red coats, he would not obey unleſs he knew the cauſe of 
A on them, and was ſatisfied with the reaſons of that 


Mr. O'HARA ſaid that he was aſtoniſhed at ſuch a propoſition : 
The militia was not the moſt advantageous mode of having the 
people guarded, as a better exiſted in the country, which was 
in his mind a more conſtitutional one. This reſolution was a tacit 
condemnation, a kind of filent cenſure of the volunteers of Ireland 
he could not ſee the neceſſity of the motion, the volunteers had 
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| ſuperſeded the neceſſity of any ſuch motion, they had guarded 
the peace of the country, they had eſtabliſhed its rights, and he 
was againſt any motion which might by aſide wind convey a cen- 
ſure, or rather he was againſt every motion which did not actually 
convey praiſe to that glorious body of men. 


Sir ANNESLEY STEWART faid, that he was againſt the mo- 
tion for reaſons fimilar to thoſe of Mr. O'Hara, as to the vo- 
lunteers. 


Mr. GaxDiNne ſaid he felt it neceſſary to ſtate to the Houſe, 
that he had found the militia law had expired, and that his reaſon 
for now coming forward with this reſolution was, that if this 
period was let to paſs, the formation of a militia would be im- 
practicable, however it might be neceſſary. For it would be im- 
poſſible to array them without money. He had heard the volun- 
teets mentioned; he thought the mention of them unneceſſary ; 
however, ſince they had been named, he ſhould ſay they were 
incompetent to the purpoſes of government z they were not at any 
time to be made aſſiſtant to the Cuſtom-houle officer in the col- 
leon of the revenue, which was one material defect in the in- 
ſtitution, if it were intended to ſuperſede a militia. In the riots 
in Dublin or elſewhere, they had not united for the purpoſe of 
quelling the diſturbances, nor had they quelled any difturbances 
in thoſe places where they had taken place; it was alſo impoſlible 
to bring them under ſubordination, which was a ſufficient argu- 
ment to prove them not equal to the taſk which gentlemen pro- 
poſed to aſſign them. It was the firſt time he had heard gentlemen 
upon popular ground pretend to find fault with the militia, as not 
being the moſt conſtitutional mode of defence. He ſaid, the re- 
ſolution did not involve the neceſlity of having a militia, it only 
implied the pollibility of having it, if neceſſary. 


Mr. Gxirrirg faid it was a novel mitter to him, and he 
withed for time to conſider of it. The propofition ſeemed to 
convey a cenſure upon the volunteers; that body had not merited 
cenſure, He knew that at the time of the riots many corps had 
entered into reſolutions and affociations for the purpoſe of ſup- 
pteſſing them. He ſaid, that he had himſelf the honour to be 
 aprivate ſoldier in the corps of that rigut honourable gentleman, 

who had ſent about ſummonſes at that time, ſtating a deſire for 
the attendance of the gentiemen ct the corps to ſuppreſs the 
riotous diſturbances, and demanding to know if he would aſſent; 
to which he gave anſwer, that he ſhould ſtay in town for that pur- 


poſe. As he therefore knew that the corps were ready to ſtand 


up in ſupport of the laws, he would not agree to a reſolution 
tending to cenſure them by a ſide wind, 
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Mr. BxOoOXE ſaid, he was ſurpriſed to hear a militia bill men- 
tioned which had lain ſo long dormant, and which was felt fo 
uſeleſs as not to be called into action; he would however ſay, 
if ſuch a thing was to be forced upon the people, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Warburton) who would not obey the 
civil magiſtrate without his knowing the reaſon why they gave him 
any commands, would make the beſt militia officer. 


Mr. Gzoxce MoxTGOMERY oppoſed the propoſition. 


Mr. Joun Worre faid he was but a ſhort time in the 
Houſe, and was ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a queſtion brought on at 
all, It was a queſtion of the utmoſt moment. It was not the 
queſtion of his right honourable friend, but that of the adminiſtra» 
tion. It was a motion the moſt raſh, dangerous, and ineffeQual 
it was intended to deſtroy the ſpirit of volunteering. He would 
take upon him to ſay, that this was not the way, and if miniſters 
wiſhed the deſtruction of that ſpirit, they had taken the wrong 
mode. He highly cenſured the audacious conduct of a ſet of men 
who had dared to call upon the counties and cities of the kingdom 
to aſſemble ; and he was ſhocked to ſee the ſavage manners 
which had afterwards taken place, and had been permitted for 
{ome time to range uncontrouled by government. Let not, he 
ſaid, the kingdom be amerced to ſupport the poſition which inte- 
reſted people had diſperſed, that the kingdom was in a ſtate of 
diſturbance, He wiſhed, he confeſſed, no military force to exift 
in the country which was not under the controul of the crown and 
the parliament ; but this was not the way to procure a military of 
that ſort. It was not by proſecutions of Sheriffs, which, from 
their illegality, had arouſed the people, that this was to be ex- 
pected. The government of the country had ceaſed to have the 
people of the country of their fide; they had gone about for ſup- 
port, he knew not where, to officers, to pick up informations, 
and not from the people, who had characters and ſtakes in the 
country, The rank in the militia of England, was a kind of 
bribe ro the petty gentlemen of England, and they who got-it were 
the followers of any adminiſtration, be it either good or bad. He 
cared not who it might be who brought it forward, but if 20,0001. 
were to be voted, it was no trifle; it affected every gentleman 
in the Houſe—it affected every man out of the Houle, and to be 


_ in a time of profound peace rendered it much more unjuſti- 
e. 


Major Hon An r ſaid that the military did ſuppreſs the riots in 
the laſt ſummer; and that the volunteers had refuſed to attend 
when called upon for that purpoſe; and he referred for the truth 


of his aſſertion to the honourable magiſtrate [Alderman Warren] 
—_——_ 1 
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Mr. GaRxEN E ſaid he was the ſeventh man who had joined the 
Lawyers Corps, but that corps did not now exiſt ; he ſaid that 
the expence of the corps had injured the poor, and he was therefore 
againſt their continuance, and was earneſt for a militia, which 
was the only conſtitutional army. 


Mr. Boy Þ ſaid that he was not for bringing forward volunteers 
when ſoldiers could do. Indeed there were men volunteers now 
with whom he would not aſſociate; he ſaid it was monſtrous to 
attack the conduct of the ſupreme court of juſtice ; he would how- 
ever aſſert, that if the noble lord did not bring forward at a ſhort 
day the queſtion of attachments, he would himſelf bring it on, 
though he confeſſed he had as yet formed no decided opinion 
upon it. 


Mc. HART LE ſaid, that it was a monſtrous piece of ingrati- 
tude, to make ſuch an innovation on thoſe men who gave them 
the conſtitution they now enjoyed, and to give a vital ſtab to the 
volunteer inſtitution. 


Sir Joux BLaqQuieke aſſerted that the militia was the moſt 
conſtitutional mode of defence, and had been long ſought for in 
England; he was therefore for the motion. 


Lord K1NGSBOROUGH faid, that to throw away 20,000. in a 
time of profound peace was no trifle : The volunteers had been 
ready on every occaſion to ſupport the conſtitution, and the laws 
of their country; and he did not wiſh to ſee them traduced by a 
ſide wind. He did not ſay that the militia was unconſtitutional 
no; but when there were ſo many men ready to ſerve their coun- 
wy without expence, it was a very unneceſſary and profligate pro- 
fuſion, 


The ATToxNey GENERAL,—lI ſtate a fact, when the magiſtrates 
called on the volunteers laſt ſummer to ſuppreſs the riots in Dub- 
lin, they could not prevail on them to exert themſelves, 


Mr. WesTBY faid he could not ſuppreſs his indignation at 
the reſolution which had been * gps this night, of granting the 
ſum of 20,0001. for the eſtabliſhing a militia in this country. To 
burthen this country with ſo large a ſum, for a purpoſe that is ſo 
totally unneceſſary, which too can be propoſed to ſerve no other 
purpoſe, but that of overawing or ſuppreiling the volunteers; 
who were allowed even in a time of war, to be ſufficient of them- 
ſelves for the protection of this kingdom. It has been ſaid, that 


this country is in ſuch a ſtate as to require even the addition of 


a milicia, to the very great military eſtabliſhment it is at preſent 
loaded with, to preſerve the peace of this country: It is an afſer- 
tion as falſe, as it is ungenerous, and which this country does not 
deſerve. That ſome riotous proceedings happened in this city, 
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in the courſe of the laſt ſummer, he would readily allow, and no 
man reprobated them more than he did; but yet, in no other part 
of the kingdom did they prevail; nor is there a county in Ireland, 
where the gentlemen and volunteers are not able and willing to do 
their duty, in ſuppreſſing any diſturbance that may ariſe, In that 
county he had the honour of repreſenting, a militia is, if poſſible, 
more unneceſſary than in any other, as there is at preſent an 
aſſociation formed there of the principal gentlemen and farmers, 
for the purpoſe of preſerving the peace and good order of the 
county; and large ſubſcriptions entered into, for the purpoſe of 
offering rewards for the apprehending and convicting any that 
ſhould be found hardy enough to treſpaſs againſt the laws of their 
country. He could not therefore think that this reſolution could 
be propoſed for any other purpoſe, but for ſuppreſling theſe vo- 
lunteers, to whom this country was ſo much indebted 3 and 
though he ſhould give his vote againſt this reſolution, yet as their 
friend, he could almoſt ſay, he ſhould not be ſorry if the queſtion 
were carried; as he was confident, that inſtead of ſuppreſſing, 
it would be a means of adding new vigour and increaſe to the vo- 
lunteers, 


Mr. Mass ſaid he was aſtoniſhed that any attempt could 
have been made to aſperſe the conduct of the volunteers, high, 
reſpeQable, and honourable as they were; he had known them, 
when the military of the nation did not attend, to do their duty 
with a zeal hardly to be deſcribed ; they had at Limerick, for a 
long time, kept guard, and did every duty of the military; they 
kept their guard-houſes, and furniſhed them with fire, candle 
light, and every other neceſſary, at their own expence. He 
thought, however, the queſtion might be diſincumbered of the 
name of volunteers; but he was not ready now, at any rate, to vote 
for the queſtion. He had voted 12,000 men already, and he 
would not have voted them, had he been apprized of this queſ- 
tion; and therefore, as this was a matter of ſurpriſe, he was 
againſt the motion. 


Sir EDwarD Cor rox ſpoke againſt the motion, and vindi- 
cated the conduct of the volunteers of the province of Connaught 
in particular. He ſaid the motion aſperſed the volunteers. 


Right Honourable Luxe GarDiner.—Sir, I never meant to 
aſperſe the volunteers by my motion; but the fact is, that very 
great violences and outrages have taken place, and the volunteers 
did not take that warm part to ſuppreſs them which their former 
conduct had given reaſon to hope; perhaps they thought they had 
exerted themſelves ſufficiently during the war, and wanted reſt 
atter ſo much fatigue. I think ſo to, but theſe diſturbances which 
were not confined to Dublin, had the very wortt effect upon pub- 
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lic credit and upon private property. There are too many gentle. 
men in this country who have occaſion to borrow money, and 
ſuch was the opinion in England, that no man would venture tg 
lend a guinea. | 

As to the corps I have the honour to command, I never called 
upon them but they ſhewed the utmoſt alacrity to turn out in the 
ſervice of their country ; but they are all as — gentlemen as ] 
am; many of them much better. Theſe diſturbances happened 
in ſummer, and they were all retired to their country ſeats ; but 
if we had a militia it would be always in readineſs, 


Mr. DiL.LoNn ſpoke againſt the meaſure, as indecent to the 
volunteers, profuſe of the public money, and not anſwering the 
very end intended. He Kid, if this reſolution ſhould pats, it 
would be neceſſary for every man to arm his friends and encreaſe 
the volunteers, to guard againſt the enormous power of mi- 
niſtry. 

Mr. Micnazl Sur ſaid, he had been aſtoniſhed at the 
whole of the buſineſs, but more particularly fo when he conſidered 
it as an attack on the volunteers ; he called upon the gentlemen of 
the other ſide of the Houſe, what ſervice had been too high, what 
labour too arduous for the volunteer amy? Did they ſtop at the 
petty and mean exertion of ſeizing a felon? Were they intimi- 
dated by the threatened invaſion of their country? Something 
had been thrown out about Frenchmen being invited into corps; 
Frenchmen had ſettled in the country, and had become good ſub- 
jects and good proteſtants. He ſaw no reaſon why the volunteers 
ſhould be ſuperſeded, for the purpoſe of a militia. 


The ArToxnevyGenerat,—This, Sir, is a motion for granting 
20,0001. to enable the crown to embody and array a militia z and 
the reaſon of making it at this time is, that the militia act is ex» 
Pired, and another act cannot be framed unleſs this reſolution 
ſhall paſs, for on thisreſolution the new act muſt be founded. 

Gentlemen have run out into a very odd train of invective 
againſt government, and eulogium on the volunteers, merely be- 
cauſe it is propoſed to eſtabliſh a militia. It is a very new idea 
indeed that a militia is an unconſtitutional force in the kingdom. 
In England it is held the only conſtitutional army that can poſſi- 
bly be embodied. 

It is impoſſible that the volunteers (let their intentions be ever 
ſo good, let their force be ever ſo great, or their loyalty ſo firm) 
can be of any effectual ſervice but under the command ot the exe- 
cutive magiſtratez and when gentlemen ſay the contrary, «they 
2 a language that was never before heard from perſons of undei- 

nding. 

: Sir, f ſhall ever reſpe& and love the volunteers for their con- 
duct during the laſt war. When the ſagacious Mr. Heron told 
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that government had no power wherewith to afford them ptotecti- 
on, they armed themſelves, and by their ſpirit and their numbers 
intimidated the enemy from our coaſts ; and I fay that the gen- 
tlemen who then took up arms, who defended their country from 
foreign invaders, and preſerved its internal peace, by ſupporting 
government and enforcing the laws, were the wonder and admi- 
ration of the world ; and if they had remained in the honourable 
line in which they firſt ſet out, if the ſame men had continued 
volunteers, if they had not ſuffered their glory to be ſullied, if 
they had not allowed their name to be blaſphemed, by admittin 
into their ranks all the armed beggary of the ſoil, they — 
have ſtill remained the ornament of their country. But of the 
original volunteers, the great majority have hung up their arms, 
and are retired to cultivate the arts of peace; their ſtation has been 
alſumed by men who diſgrace the name, and there is ſcarcely a 
dilbonourable ation which ſuch men have not committed. 
have ſeen reſolutions inviting the French into this country. On 
the 26th of April, 1784, the Sons of the Shamrock voted Mr. 
Perrin, a native of France, and every Frenchman of character, 
honorary members of their corps. have ſeen publications 
inviting catholics, contrary to the laws of the land, to arm them- 
ſelves, to reform the conſtitution in church and ſtate. I have ſeen 
encomiums on Louis XVI. the friend of mankind, and the aſ- 
ſertor of American liberty. Though the gentlemen of Ireland (and 
genleman and original volunteer I hold to be ſynonimous) repro- 
bate ſuch ſedition, they may invite the French under thefalſe idea of 
lupport, to invade our country, which only an army can defend. 
I have ſeen invitations to the dregs of the 9 to go to drills, 
and form into corps; we ſhould therefore diſtinguiſh between 
the gentlemen, the original volunteers, and thoſe ſons of ſedition. 
I have ſeen a ſummons from a Major ſomething, [ ſamebedy cb 
pered Canier] aye, a Major Canier, ordering his eorps to attend 
with 9 rounds of ball cartridge, as there might be occaſion for actual 
ſervice, and at the ſame time intimating a threat to government: 
and will any man tell me, that we ſhould be overawed by ſuch 
people as theſe ? or that the Commons of Ireland ſhould be afraid 
to grant a ſum of money to array a militia until theſe people 
lbould lay down their arms? Are the Commons of Ireland to be 
told, that they ſhall not have a militia until the dregs of che 
people, who blaſt and diſgrace the name of volunteers, ſhall chufe 
to permit them? Let no one threaten the Commons of Ireland 
with the diſpleaſure of any body of men out of doors—No body 
of men out of doors ever ſhall intimidate them. I reprobate and 
I ipurn the idea. I deſire again to diſtinguiſh between the gentle 
men of Ireland, the origiaal volunteers, and the dtegs of the 
people, who, led on by W blaſt and diſhenour 
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the volunteer name. And I ſay that had I no other reaſon than 
to ſhew thoſe ſons of ſedition that government has a power ſuffi- 
cient to cruſh them to atoms, I would vote for the eſtabliſhment 
of a militia, 


Ls 


Sit EDwaRůD Newennam faid, that the Right Honoura- 
e Attorney General began his ſpeech by ſaying, that gentlemen 
d wandered from the queſtion,” and that they had introduced the 

volunteers into debate; and yet the Attorney General has not, 
in his long ſpeech, ever ſpoke to the queſtion before the com- 
mittee ; every word of his ſpeech was directed as ridicule or 
cenſure againſt ſome particular corps. He regretted that the name 
of the glorious ſaviours of their country, the volunteers, ſhould be 
introduced into debate, as ſome gentlemen were too forward to 
abuſe them; that he never mentioned them but with reſpe& and 
veneration. Some men had obtained judges ſeats, others pecu- 
niary emoluments, and others profitable employments, owing 
to the conſequence they derived from being volunteers, and ſup- 
porting their cauſe, | 


_ Had he not the firmeſt reliance on the integrity of his right 
honourable colleague, he ſhould ſuſpect that the Secretary had 
thus addreſſed him: . You are now high in the public eſtimation 
for your defence of the woollen trade; the militia bill will be 
deemed an inſult to the volunteers, and much more ſo if brougit 
in by a ſervant of the Crown, therefore do you, as a country gen- 
tleman, bring it forward, and the fins you committed in the 
woollen buſineſs ſhall be forgiven.” He ſaid all is peace, all i 
quiet, throughout the kingdom; but when the yeomanry of Ire- 
land are told, that they, To ſerving as volunteers for five years, 
are to be dragooned into a ſtanding army, under the deluſive title of 
A militia, the ſpirit of Iriſhmen will ſpurn the idea. Can it be 
imagined that men who have ſo long defended their country 
Without pay, will be forced into the ranks of a ſtanding army? 
Vou had no militia in the time of war, why then oppreſs an im- 
poveriſhed nation with ſuch a tax in time of peace? During 
the war, you had but 5000 military, and now you want to have 
17,0003 he warned government, that there was no 
county in Ireland, but would addreſs againſt it on a future day, 
and that this ſyſtem of prodigality; would meet with the fate of 
the juſtly reprobated Fencibles. He concluded, by intreating, in 
the moſt urgent manner, that kis right honourable colleague 
would withdraw his motion. 


Mr. Corr faid, a man who had the honour to command fo many 
volunteers as he did, might take the liberty to offer one word 
when . volunteers were,the ſubjeet, though very improperly intro- 
duced by the genilemen on the other tide.—He ſaid he did not 
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conſider the militia as a new eſtabliſhment, it is but a tenewal of 
the ancient popular law, and he thought it would aſſiſt to perpe- 
tuate the v8lunteers, He wiſhed ſuch men as he had the honouc 
to command ſhould be perpetuated. He believed if a militia was 
raiſed, many of them would enter into it, and he thought no 
man ſhould bear arms as a ſoldier who did not at the ſame time 
bear the King's commiſſion. As to the volunteers which he had 
the honour to command, he knew that, were it neceſſary to em- 
body a militia, he could from them raiſe ſuch a regiment as he 
would think it an honour to march by the noble commander of 
the volunteers, 


Mr. Ax Tyur Bxowne.—T ſhall comprize my objeQtions to 
the preſent motion in a very few words. I object to it in the firſt 
place, becauſe it 13 8 on by ſurpriſe; it is brought on in 
a manner not reſpectful to the Houſe of Commons; for we are not 
alked to vote a militia—we are not denied to debate on the ex- 
pediency of the meaſure, but we are requeſted at once to grant 
the money requiſite to the ſupport of a militia. The neceſſary 
forms require that we ſhould be aſked for the money z but the 
confidence in purchaſed ſtrength, which the preſent adminiſtration 
too often ſhew, inclines them to act with their uſual hauteur, and 
to take for granted that the Commons dare not refuſe a meaſure 
propoſed by them. The independent minority cannot prevail 
the purchaſed majority dare not riſk their places. My next 
objeQion is, that the army has been voted 15,000 men in the time 
of profound peace, when 5000 were ſufficient in the heat and 
peril of war. What poſſible reaſon can be given for raiſing a 
militia now, which did not exiſt then ? or what ingenuity can 
prove that ſuch an additional force is neceſſary or proper, unleſs 
the ſtanding army is to be reduced? Let the regular forces be 
reduced, and I am willing to conſent to a militia z but to have a 
double ſtanding army (for ſuch the militia would be if under the 
ſame regulations with that of England) is not to be borne. The 
Engliſh militia is notoriouſly more influenced by the Crown than 
the regulars, But my principal objection is, that this is palpa- 
" intended as an affront to the volunteers. Though the words 

the motion are guarded, the courſe of the debate has betrayed 
that intention, Every man can ſee through the little artifice of a 
government meaſure, proceeding from the mouth of a country 
gentleman z they have betrayed that intention by not thanking 
them at the opening of the ſeſſion. Thanks to the volunteers has 
been uſually the tirſt offerings of the ſeaſon, and every man has 
been eager to attend at the altar with his contribution of incenſe. 
There has been an emulation of abilities, who would be moſt 
elegant in their panegyric, and the powers of encomium has ſunk 
beneath the load of their deſerts. But I little expected to ſee the 
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day, when a'man of my little conſequence ſhould become their 
warmeſt champion; and when aids de camp and equerries ſhould 
dare to lift their voice againſt that ſacred band. I intended very 
-earlv in the ſeſſion to have moved for thanks to the volunteers, 
but I] avoided it, becauſe I knew by ſo doing I ſhould expoſe 
them to the inſults of government; my motion would be refined, 
or attended with ſome pretended amendment, replete with con. 
tumely. The debate of to-night proves ut beyond a doubt. Such 
has been the conduct of government. ut what has been that of 
the volunteers: replete with wiſdom and moderation. Their 
meeting in armed convention, however juſtifiable, has been miſ- 
repreſented, miſunderſtcod. They perccived the miſchiefs that 
might enſue, and frem that day to this, the name of volunteer 
has not intermixed with any political queſtion. If they have mil. 
behaved, it muſt have been ſince October 14th, 1783, for on 
that day the Houſe thanked them. Where have they offended 
ſince that time? All that the utmoſt ingenuity of their enemies 
can alledge, is, that ſome corps have acted ill in the city of Dub- 
lin, whom the moſt reſpectable corps in that very city, and the 
volunteers throughout all the reſt of Ireland, unanimouſly con- 
demned. I cannot help drawing a picture of the Rutland admi. 
niſtration. They have deſtroyed the woollen manufaQure, alienated 
the revenue of the nation to a foreign kingdom, incroached upon 
the laws and conſtitution in the buſineſs of attachment, 
rejected all propoſitions of conomy and retrenchment, and now 
attronted the volunteers. 


Mr. Haves faid he had the honour to ſecond the very conſtitu- 
tional motion for a militia, and expreſſed the warmth of his attach- 
ment to the volunteer cauſe. He ſaid he had followed it with an 
 erdpur little ſhort of enthuſiaſm ; nor would he ſuffer the ſpeeches 

which were thrown out as aſperſions that night on ſome volunteer 

corps, todim in his mind the brilliancy of chat illuſtrious body ; 
but he was aſtoniſhed and confounded at the turn the debate had 
taken ſhould the greet defenders of their King and conſtitution, 
men who had aſſociated to carry the laws into execution, ſhould 
they conſider in a hoſtile light fo truly conſtitutional a meaſure 
as a national militia? He was confident the great body of org- 
nal volunteers could never view itin ſuch a light, and be was 
, Equally certain that many he was connected with would have 
been happy in carty ing arms under his Majeſty's commiſſion, in 
defence cf their country. If gentlemen looked to œconompy, it 
was the moſt likely mode of obtaining a reduction of the army 3 


but as that could not take place till the militia was once eſtabliſh- | 


ed, he was determined to gie the meaſure every ſupport in b 
power, 


Mr. Habe aid that there was an acuteneſs in the viſion of 
gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, only to be equalled by 
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their temporary blindneſs ; their eyes were purged with Euphracy 
and Rue, to behold the falling-off of the volunteers, but they 
were ſtone- blind to the defects in Parliament, and the inequality 
of the repreſentation in it. But how had the volunteers fallen off? 
ſome few bodies had fallen away, as all human inſtitutions fall 
away z but were they not the fame as they had been? They con- 
tinued for the ſame great purpoſes. Had they not in the preſent 
year elected, as their reviewing general, a nobleman who joined 
that ſpirit of freedom which animated the moſt pure antient repub- 
lics to the moſt claſſical taſte and moſt highly adorned mind; one 
who, when he found ſome people erring, had ſtood forth and 
checked the popular ferment, unmindful of the conſequences, 
and had by his prudence abated it. They had choſen another, 
who, in integrity of heart, and ſimpleneſs of manners, ſtood un- 
nralled. How then was this to be conſidered as a declenſion from 
their original principles ?—He then begged the righe honourable 
gentleman to give up his motion, as ill-timed and unneceſſary, 


Mr. AxTHUsx WoLlre—Where ſo much pains have been taken 
to rouſe the indignation of the people, and of a body of men af- 
ſected to be diſtinguiſhed from the people, I think myſelf called 
upon to deliver my ſentiments. | | 

lt is propoſed to grant 20,0001, to enable government to array 
a militia. This does not of neceflity oblige government to adopt 
the meaſure, it only empowers them to adopt it if the exigency 
of the times ſhould ever render it neceſſary.— Before this day, I 
have always thought that a well regulated militia was the wiſh of 
every conſtitutional man; Great Britain never thought herſelf 
lafe until ſhe obtained that darling object, and indeed this I be- 
leve is the firſt time that any man pretending to popularity was 
ever known to oppoſe the ettabliſhment of a militia. But what 
are the reaſons advanced againſt the meaſure ? It is ſaid that the 
volunteers are ſufficient ſecurity to the country, that government 
wiſh to ſuppreſs them; and yet, wonderful to tell, it is ſaid this 
very meature will rouſe their indignation z and a gentleman has 
even ſaid, he will have his guard of volunteers to protect him 
azainſt a conſtitutional militia, I do not pretend to reconcile 
all this to reaſon, but I will aſk, how can government ſuppreſs the 
volunteers by a conſtitutional militia? It is, I ſuppoſe, intended 
that the militia ſhould be officered by men of a certain property, 
if not, it ought to be reprobaced.— But if it is eſtabliſhed on the 
Englith model, and officered by men of property, then it is the 
conſtitutjonal defence cf the land. How then can ſuch a bod 
of men ſuppreſs the volunteers? If they do ſuppreſs them, it 
muſt be by the confidence the volunteers ſhall place in ſuch men, 
and by the volunteers relinquiſhing to them the defence of the 
country. It cannot be imagined that they ſhould ſuppreſs them, 
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by any hoſtile means. The volunteers have been rated at 60,009 
men; they can have little to apprehend from any force that 
20,000. could raiſe, : 
There are two great points gained by the eſtabliſhment of a mili- 
tia—firſt, ic trains to arms men of a proper deſcription and {e. 
condly, ſo far as it goes, it counteracts the danger of a ſtanding 
army. Theſe points have always been relied on in England, and 
if we obtain a militia ſuch as 3 I ſhall always think it ſo 
much acquired in ſupport of the liberty of the country. 
Gentlemen have ſaid a great deal about the volunteers, which, 
I think, had as well been left unſaid; but let the conſequence of 
my ſpeech be what it will, I ſhall now ſpeak plainly out. The 
volunteers, I ſay, ought never to be diſtinguiſhed from the body 
of the citizens: even if they had exiſted to this hour unconta- 
minated by the dregs of the people, they never ought to be dif- 
tinguiſhed from their fellow citizens; if they were, they would 
grow to think themſelves a ſeparate body in the ſtate, and imagire 
they had ſome-authority, I know there are many thouſands ofloyal 
and honourable men till amongſt the volunteers, hut I am not afraid 
to ſay, that if all the corps of this city were under arms, I ſhould 
tremble for my property and my religion; for I have ſeen men 
amongſt them, that ought not to be entruſted with arms, and who 
are a diſgrace to the volunteer name. : g 
But ſuppoſe the volunteers were ſtill uncontaminated ſuppoſe 
they were, as at the firſt, loyal, brave and honourable; lovers of 
their country, maintainers of its legiſlature, and ſupporters of it 
| laws 3 what certainty could we have of their continuance ? how 
could we be ſure that if the enemy was upon our coaſts, and the 
volunteers had retired to their ploughs, that they could be 1mme- 
diately aſſembled fo as to protect the kingdom? if they could not, 
we ſhould in vain regret our improvidence in not taking this op- 
Portunity to eſtabliſh a militia. ; 25 
| Upon the whole, Sir, I think that by adopting this meaſure, 
which I feel to be truly conſtitutional, we ſtrengthen the country, 
and provide for the day àt which the reſt of the volunteers may 
retire from arms; and as I cannot ſee any evil that can pollibly 
ariſe from it, unleſs the minds of the people ſhall be inflamed by 
the ſuggeſtions of gentlemen on the other fide, I ſhall cruſt the 
event to the good ſenſe and loyalty of my countrymen, and mol; 
heartily vote for the meaſure. 338 
Mr. Co R AN faid that he had not at firſt perceived that the 
queſtion was undoubtedly miniſterial, had he not perceived on the 
fiſt fi of it, the little advocate, drawing out his brief from his 
pocket, prepared to ſupport it. He was the more warranted in 
his expreſſion of calling it a brief, as it was evident the inſtrut- 
das were falſe, He urged the high character and honour of the 
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volunteers, and he called on the ri ht honourable gentleman, not 
to perſiſt in a motion, which would not add to his honour; he 
withed him to conſider, that what he might gain in ſplendor, he 
might loſe in reſpect; and he adjured zhim not to loſe the favour- 
able wiſh of the people. He ſaid that the honourable gentleman 
had been unſucceſsful in a motion, in which he had his ſupport z 
and he confeſſed, that he wiſhed him to be unſucceſsful on the 

reſent queſtion, as it was one which was injurious to the nation, 
Aibonourable to the volunteers, theſe great ſaviours of their coun- 
try, and increaſing of the influence of the Crown; which had 
been already much too much increaſed, He ſaid it was pro- 
bable that the right honourable gentleman undertook this miniſte- 
tial buſineſs" in hope cf being rewarded, by being raiſed to an 
hig er rank. | | 


Right Honourable I,uxe GARDINEIA. I could excuſe all the 
warmth of the gentleman's declamation, if he had not been ſo 
indecently perſonal—Now, fince I had the honour of a ſeat in this 
Houſe, I may venture to declare, that no man can fay I ever 
uttered a perſonal aſperſion to any; and therefore I little deſerved 
ſuch innuendoes from a gentleman, with whom in private I never 
exchanged a fingle word—but it is not ſurprizing he ſhould ſcatter 
bis venom upon me, when I myſelf have been a witneſs in this 
Houſe of his venting his invective, and ſpeaking a phillippic of 
an hour long againſt the man who 2 

[Here Mr. Curran interrupting, ſaid it was not in order to re- 
ſet to any thing that had paſſed in a former N | 

Mc. GaxDiner,—Well, the Houſe will gueſs what I allude to, 
though the gentleman” sfeelings can't bear the repetition. He ſays, I 
am deſirous to be advanced in honours, (the words were uttered 
withſuch volubility that I don'trecolleQt them) he is miftaken if he 
ſuppoſes that I think any ſituation in the country more honoura- 
ble than that which I enjoy, the repreſentation of the great and 
reſpeQtable county of Dublin; and I hope when that gentleman 
has ſerved twelve years in Parliament, he may be found to have 
as few ſelfiſh purſuits as I have had. x 


The Ar ToRNETYGENERAI.— Sir, having heard ſuch an un- 
intelligible rhapſody of words, in} which the honourable member 
has ſtated the danger of embodying a militia of gentlemen, in 
which he has applauded the zeal of the loweſt order of the peo- 
ple, and called upon them to continue their noble exertions—in 
which be has poured forth a ſtudied panegyric on the volunteers 
and in which he has uttered a general miſcellany of all forts of 
things, I will paſs by all that he has ſaid, making the greateſt al - 
lowance for his intemperance, becauſe he is labouring in the cauſe, 
of his conſtituents z and ſo conſtitutional 2 repreſentative of the 
people, ought to have the privilege of ſaying whatever he thinks 
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fir. But as 1 feel myſelf in a very different ſituation from that 
honourable member, I ſhall even entruſt the defence of the coun. 
try to gentlemen with the King's commiſſion in their pockets, 
rather than to his friends, the beggars in the ſtreets, 


Mr. Foxzes defended Mr, Curran, who, he ſaid, was as wor- 
thy as any man of a great and reſpeQable number of conſtituents, 
He condemned the meaſure of a militia as improper 1n itſelf, and 
introduced by ſurprize into the Houſe, It was, he ſaid, an un- 
neceſſary burden to the country, as the ſpirit of the people was 
its beſt defence; but it ſerved to confirm his opinion of admini- 
ſtration, who were perpetually hurrying their meaſures forward, 
regardleſs of the wiſhes of the nation, 


Sir HexcvLes LaNnGRiSHE ſaid no man alive who had not, 


beard the motion, but had liſtened to the ſpeeches from the other 
ſide of the Houſe, could ſuppoſe that the queſtion before you 
was on the eſtabliſhment of a national militia.—That the ſtudied 
encomiums on the volunteers might be, and were congenial to the 
feelings of the Houſe, but, in his opinion, bore no relation to the 
preſent queſtion, hat he had fat many years in Patliament, and 
remembers for a courſe of years the repeated but diſappointed 
efforts of patriotiſm to obtain a national militia, "That when it 
was gained from government eight or nine years ago, it was con- 
fidered a great acquiſition; and the right honourable member, whoſe 
efforts obtained it, received the acknowledgements of his country 
for it. The meaſure had, however, never been called furth into 
practice, which ſhews the little weight in the objeQion now made, 
7c that a militia would encreaſe the power cf the Crown.” If 
it was a meaſure tending to encreaſe the power of the Crown, the 
honourable member will not ſuppoſe the Crown would ſuffer it to 
ſleep in your journals and your ſtatute books for cight years. 
That we ſhould deceive ourſelves, if we did not mention the in- 
ternal ſtate of the country as it was.— That the people had been 
taught to make laws for themſelves, and to give a diſcretionary 
obedience to the laws of the legiſlature. He ſtated ſeveral com- 
binations againſt the laws, and ſaid the conſtitution claimed from 
the executive power, the execution of the laws; and for that 
end, the executive power claims from the Parliament every de- 
of ſtrength that the conſtitution will juſtif,, That if the 
rown could make laws, we ſhould be in a ſtate of flavery—But 
if the Crown cannot execute the laws, we are in a ſtate of anarchy. 
He paid ſome compliments to the volunteers for their former 
ſervices, but ſaid, it would be abſurd for rarliament co make 
them a part of the ofdinary œconomy of the ſtate, ur the ſettled 
and eſtabliſhed ways and means of government, EN 
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SrRIT ANT FITZGERALD called upon gentlemen who had 
long wiſhed for a militia, not to miſs the preſent opportunity, 
He reminded them that they had once been offered an abſentee 
tax, which they had refuſed z but which refuſal he believed every 
man repented. He obſerved, that a militia was the only means by 
which they could hope for a reduction of the army; and every 
man who wiſhed to obtain that object, would therefore vote for the 
preſent reſolution. 


Right Honourable DenN1s Dai v. -I ſhall trouble you, Sir, 
with a few words, which would not be neceſſary if gentlemen had 
not gone away into matter quite foreign to the queſtion, and 
ſcem, for want of argument, to have formed a deſign of overawing 
government; but if government have either ſpirit or wiſdom, 
they will not be overawed or intimidated, 

The firſt objection that is made is, that this reſolution is a 
ſurprize upon the committee; it is not, nor in its nature can it 
be a ſurprize—it is a fair notice to prepare for a bill in the place 
of that which has expired, for array ing a militia; ſo that of all 
calumnies that of its being a ſurptize, is the leaſt founded. 

As to the circumſtance of time, there never was a time in which 
2 militia could be eſtabliſhed wit: ſo much apparent neceſſity. 
When we voted the former militia bill, it was at the concluſion 
of the moſt glorious and ſucceſsful war Great Britain had 
ever experienced—when her fleets and her armies had been vic- 
torious in every quarter of the world, and when the fleets of her 
enemies were almoſt annihilated z yet at that day you thought ir 
prudent to provide for a militia ; you did not indeed carty it 
into effect; and the conſequence has been, that the enemy has 
ſince been twice upon your coatis to chaſtiſe your for your fol! y. 
I fay then, we ſhould be taught by paſt experience, that there 
never was a time in which the circumilances of Great Britain and 
Ireland rendered a militia more neceflary than at preſent. 

We are told that the volunteers have committed no miſdemea- 
nors, and the proof that is given is, that when they met in con- 
—_ to bully parliament, they did not add rebellion to in- 
ult. 

We have heard three ſpeeches which were got by heart, in 
order to introduce a vote cf thanks to the volunteers; yet after 
taking to much pains the gentlemen dare not introduce it; but 
we have not loſt the beneht of theit Jucubrations, they have ſpoken 
— ſpeeches, though they have kept their motion to them- 
el ves. 

Ii has been ſaid, that the volunteers are a ſufficient force to 
defend the country, and that, if we paſs a militia bill, it will ex- 
Lice their indiznation. But it is time, vir, that the deliberations 
ot this Houle ſhould be free. The idea of fear has already ag- 
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gravated the ſpirit of ſedition; and J truſt government will not 
be intimidated by thoſe ſhadowy terrors, that ſome gentlemen are 
ſo anxious to raiſe. We have voted an army which will protect 
us; and it is that and the militia alone that can convince the 
partizans of innovation of their folly, and induce them to ſubmit 
to parliament. 

It is faid that the volunteers have ſaved our conſtitution; I am 
ready to grant they did; but are they therefore to deſtroy it? 
For ſurely if their opinion is to be the law, conſtitution is 
defiroyed. : 

It is faid the militia will enrage the volunteers. Is it becauſe 
the militia will add vigour to the arm of government —becauſe 
they will enforce the laws and preſerve domeſtic tranquillity, that 
the volunteers are to be enraged ? If ſuch things enrage them, 
the neceſſity of a militia is obvious. 


Sir, I have very unwillingly ſpoken of the volunteers; I think 


it was highly improper for gentlemen to introduce them into this 
debate; I give the volunteers credit for every benefit that haz 
been derived to the kingdom from their exertions, and if they 
have committed any faults, I attribute them to the factious dema- 
gogues, who in every part of the country have endeavoured to 
urge them to ſedition. I ſhould be ſorry to attribute ſuch a 
diſpoſition to the reſpectable bedy of volunteers but if they are 
liable to be excited by theſe traitors, then their exiſtence is 
dangerous, 


Sir BorLe Rocueg.—vir, this debate having taken an extraor- 
dinary turn, I think it neceſſary to explain myſelf upon the 
ſubject. X 

At the firſt raiſing of the volunteers they were ſurrounded with 
honour and glory; in that manner they went on for ſome time, 
adored by their countrymen, and reſpected by the neighbouring 
nations. At this time they ſtood upon the high ground of patri- 
otiſm and public virtue, as armed citizens ſupportingſ the laws 
and conſtitution cf their country; at this particular period they 
had at their head or in their ranks all the gentlemen of conſe- 
quence in this kingdom; but, alas! they proved that there is 
no human inſtitution that is not ſubject to corruption and decay. 
Incendiaries and declaimers got among them, and by their ſophiſ- 
try deluded them from the high ground of armed citizens to be- 
come legiſſators. It was here that the volunteers ſunk into con- 
tempt, and every man who had the laws and conſtitution of 
his country at heart, conſidered them as dangeraus to the very 
exiſtence of the people of this country. 

The name of congreſs originated amongſt the rebels of Ame- 
rica, the volunteers adopted it the 1oth of November, 1783, 
and I declare from my. place, that from that moment every man 
who had any thing to loſe, had every thing to fear for his lite 
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and property. The clieve-boys of Ormond-market are armed, 
and are the voluntcers of this day. I now declare that there is 
an abſolute neceſſity for a national militia, as I think the falva- 
tion of this country depends upon that meaſure, and the reſpec» 
tability of the royal army. I will therefore vote for the motion 
made by my right honourable friend. 


The Right Honourable Henzay GRATTAN ſaid there did 

not appear to him any neceſſity for introducing the name of 
volunteer into the queſtion. The volunteers had no right what- 
ſoever to be diſpleaſed at the efſlabliſhment of a militia, and if 
they had expreſſed diſpleaſure, the dictate of armed men ought 
to be diſregarded by parliament. 

The right honourable member, he ſaid, had introduced the 
reſolution upon the moſt conſtitutional ground. Lo eſtabliſh a 
militia—he could not ſee how that affected the volunteers, and 
it would be an hard caſe indeed if members of parliament ſhould 
be afrazd to urge ſuch meaſures as they deemed proper, for fear 
of giving offence to the volunteers. The ſituation of the Houſe 
would be truly unfortunate, if the name of the volunteers could 
intimidate it, I am ready, faid he, to allow that the great and 
honourable body of men, the primitive volunteers, deſerved much 
of their country, but I am free to ſay, that they who now aſ- 
ſume the name have much degenerated, —lit is ſaid that they 
reſcued the conſtitution, that they forced p:rliament to aſſert 
its rights, and therefore parliament ſhould ſurrender the conſti- 
tution into their hands, But it is a miſtake to ſay they forced 
parliament. They ſtood at the back of parliament, and ſupported 
its authority; and when they thus ated with parliament they 
ated to their own glory, but when they attempted to diate 
they became nothing. When parliament repelled the mandate 
of the convention, they went back and they aQted with propriety, 
and it will ever happen fo when parliament has ſpirit to aſſert 
its own authority. 

Gentlemen are miſtaken if they imagine that the volunteers 
are the ſame as they formerly were, when they committed them- 
ſelves in ſupport of the ſtate, and the excluſive authority oi the 
parliament of Ireland, at the Dungannon meeting. The reſolu- 
tions publiſhed of late hold forth a very different language. 

Gentlemen talk of ingratitude. I cannot ſee how voting a 
militia for the deſence of the country is ingratitude to the volun- 
teers, The Houſe has been very far from ungtateful to them.— 
While they ated with parliament—parliament thanked and 
applauded them; but in attempting to act againſt parliament, 
they loſt their conſequence. —Ungrateful! where is the inſtance ? 
t cannot be meant, that b.c:uſe the Houſe rejeted the mandate 
which vile incendiaries had urged the convention to ifſue— 
becauſe when ſuch a wound was threatened to the conſtitution, 
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the Houſe declared that it was neceſſary to maintain the autho- 
rity of parliament, that therefore the Houſe was ungrateful, 

At this fide of the Houſe it was not meant to introduce the yo. 
lunteers at all, but the gentlemen on the other fide challenge us 
to go into the queſtion, and tell us that it is not ſafe to refuſe 
thanks to armed men: but if they perſiſt in their folly, I will tell 
them, that we are the legillature and they are the ſubject and 
an high-mettled parliament, which feared not to oppoſe all the 
power of England, will not be terrihed by theſe men, who are 
not the original volunteers. | 

It is ſomewhat aſtoniſuing, after we have reſtored the conſtitu- 
tion, and while we are eſtabliſhing commerce on the inoſt perma- 
nent foundation, we ſhould be told that we mutt not have a mili- 
tia in the country, for fear of inflaming the anger of the volun- 
teers. I have no idea of inflaming them. But there is a cankered 
part of the dregs of the people that has been armed, Let no gen- 
tleman give ſuch men countenance, or pretend to join them with 
the original volunteers. The great original volunteers have di- 
miniſhed, and their name is now aſſumed by people who every 
day utter doctrines not conformable to the land; and as 1 wa 
one of the firſt to encourage and beſtow praiſe upon the original 
volunteers, ſo will I be the firſt to oppoſe the men who are now 
a diſgrace to the name. ; 

After great exertion, every body requires relaxation; a body 
of armed citizens more than any other; and when the war was 
fimſhed, when the rights of their country had been eſtabliſhed, 
the greateſt friend of the volunteers could only have wiſhed to ſec 
them retire in glory, and hang up their arms in the temple of 
liberty; a great majority of them did ſo. The men who now 
aſſume the name, and no longer retain the principle, of the vo- 
lunteers, muſt not be ſuffered to dictate: no parliament ever will 
ſubmit to the deſpotiſm of a miniſter, if it is not afraid of the 
people—at preſent I am not diſpoſed to fear either. The real 
volunteers are too wiſe, too loyal to injure the conſtitution of 
their country, and the parliament and the preſent government 
may ſtand upon their character. 


The queſtion being put upon Mr. Gardiner's reſolution for 
20,0001. to embody a militia. 


There appeared Ayes 139 
Noes 63. 


The Houſe having continued fitting till fcur o'clock on Tueſ- 
day morning, adjourned until Wedaciday, | 
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WepxesDaY, FesrUARY, 16, 1785. 


The defaulters, who wars abſent at the ballot on Monday, 


were called over; ſeveral were excuſed on affidavit, and the 
reſt, to the amount of near one hundred, ordered into the cuſtody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, 


The Right Honourable the ArTozney Genenar.—Sir, I 
have a matter of —_ to lay before the Houſe. In April laſt, 
William Bingley was, by an order of this Houſe, taken into 
cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, on an allegation of his bein 
publiſher of a newſpaper, in which ſeveral ſcandalous and in- 
flammatory ae were inſerted. On his examination, the 
Houſe was pleaſed to diſcharge him without fees. Now, Sir, 
this man has brought his action againſt the officer of the Houſe ; 
and I move“ that William Bingley do attend at the bar of this 
Houſe to-morrow.” 


Sir HE NAVY CAVNDISH.— Sir, the honour and privileges cf 
this Houſe are ſtruck at, and muſt be vindicated. I therefore, 
ſhall amend that motion, by adding the words, ** in cuſtody of 
the Serjeant at Arms.“ f 


Mr. Boy p.—!I have, as council for the Serjeant, put in a plea, 
in anſwer to the declaration filed by Bingley, 1n which the officer 
juſtifies, as acting under the warrant of the Speaker. 


Mr. Coxxy.—This man, Sir, appears to have reſorted to the 
laws of his _— to have appealed to a Court of law. Now, 
will it be proper for this Houſe to bring before it a cauſe now 
depending ? 

The SecaeTAryY of STATE.—lIt is the duty of the Houſe to 


ſupport ts authority againſt a man who has been guilty of a breach 
of privilege. 


Mr. Du x Nx. I fully allow the power of the Houſe ; I admit 
the neceſſity of aſſerting their privileges; but, is it proper to 
proceed on the bare ſuggeſtion of a gentleman ? I am not doubt- 
ing the truth; but, ſtill we have nothing before us but a ſuggeſti- 
on; we have not ſeen the declaration; we have not ſeen the 
plea. If things are as repreſented, the court will acquit the Ser- 
Jeant, and then it will be time for the Houle to take up the affair, 
and vindicate its authority, But if it ſbould happen, that the 
plea ſhould not be proved, then the Houſe will, by this ſtep, 
have prejudged the cauſe. If the Serjeant is acquitted by the 
verdict of twelve men, then Bingley will be left without an ex- 
cuſe. I beg gentlemen would conſider, that if this Houſe takes 
up the caſe in this ſtage, the Serjeant at Arms will be the moſt 
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invulnerable man in the kingdom; he may take up any man he 
pleaſes ; he may confine him; and, if a remedy is ſought in due 
courſe of law, he has only to apply for the protection of the Houſe, 
or to plead the warrant of the Speaker, and the proceedings will 
be at an end, even before it is proved whether the plea be valid or 
not, I do not pretend to ſay, that the preſent officer of the 
Houſe would do fo; but who knows what may happen after him? 
And the principle ſhould be eſtabliſhed, that no men ſhould abuſe 
or exceed his authority with impunity. 


The CAN cRILLON or The ExcurqQUer.—This Houſe is 
the proper and only judge of its own privileges. The gentleman 
wants proof of the facts. Was not the warrant ifſued to take this 
man into cuſtody a fact? Do not all know it to be a fat? If 
Bingley, when he comes before the Houſe, will fay, that he did 
not know that the officer acted under the authority of the Houſe, 
he muſt be difcharged, and will have received no injury. 


Sir Lucius O'BRIEN.— The warrant and the order are on the 

Journals of the Houſe. Let them be read, and they Will be an 

undoubted evidence of the fact. And, for the 88 

againſt the Ser jeant, we have the ſtatement of the right honourab 

— and the aſſertion of another member, Mr. Boyd, of 
the declaration and the plea. 


Mr. CuAAILEs ON III. Does the order of this Houſe au- 
thorize an aſſault? I imagine not. If the officer exceeds his 

— or executes it improperly, he does it at his own 
peril. 

Mr. Boyp.—There is no particular aſſault: it is an affault by 
impriſoning. | 3 

The CnaxckzTLox or THe Excutquer then read thoſe 
parts of the journals that related to Bingle y, and ſaid Bingley 
could not poſſibly be ignorant of the order. 


Mr. BZNNET.—-I would recommend that the motion ſhould be 
poſtponed. You fupport the authority of the Houſe beft, where 
you guard it from abuſe, It ſurely will be time enough to call 
this man before the Houſe, when he has demurred to the plea of 
your officer: for then, and not till then, can he be guilty of 
diſputing your authority. At preſent he thinks himſelf aggrieved, 
he appeals to the court of law, that he was arreſted without au- 
thority ; and you would prevent an enquiry into the authority 
pleaded ; nay, more, you would commit the plaintiff to the cul- 
tody of the defendant. EDO 


The Ar rORNEYTGENEIZAI.— The courts of law are not com- 
petent judges of the privilege of parliament. This was decided 


from the bench by Lord Chief Juſtice de Grey, in the caſe of 


Jo 
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Croſby and Oliver. And if Bingley had thought himſelf injured 
by our officer, and that he had abuſed his authority, he ould 
have complained to this Houſe, and not to a court of law. 


Sir Henry CavenDisn.,—Whilt I have the honour of a 
{eat in this Houſe, I will never give up an atom of its privileges; 


and I will oppoſe the motion, if the man 1s not brought here in 
cuſtody. | 


Mr. DANIEL Toler,—ltis the conſtant uſage of parliament, 
to bring 7 in cuſtody, on a caſe of privilege; and the 
t 


offence of this man 1s greatly aggravated, by his having been for- 
merly diſcharged without fees. | 


Mr. Duxnx.—In the caſe of Murray, he had brought an ha- 
beas corpus againſt the commitment of the Houſe of Commons ; 
and Juſtice de Grey refuſed to releaſe him—as a court of juſtice 
could not decide on privilege. This ſtep of Murray was an evi- 
dent diſputing the authority of the Houſe : yet the Houſe did 
not aggravate the puniſhment of Mr. Murray. If the court diſ- 
miſſes the caſe of Bingley, then you may puniſh him; and, if 


the court preſumes to judge the caſe, then the court is attach- 
able, 


The SoL1ciTor GENERAL. -I never wiſh to ſee an inſtance 
of attaching courts of juſtice — Why ſhould we delay puniſhing an 
infult to the Houſe, becauſe a court may diſmiſs the cauſe ? 
Why ſhould we heſitate to determine whether we ſhall enter into 
a conteſt with an individual, or with a court of law? You muſt 
take up the buſineſs, or you relinquiſh your authority. As for 
taking the man inſtantly, or only calling him to your bar, that 
reſts entirely with the diſcretion of the Houſe. 


Mr. Mo. yNeux.—The man ought certainly to be brought 
here, for the honour of the Houſe ; if either he, or the officer, 


hath ated improperly, we ſhall then know it, and puniſh either 
accordingly. 


Mr. BxownLow.—There are ſo many windings and twiſt- 
ings, and turnings in the law, that one bred to the profeſſion 
alone has a chance to underſtand them. One gentleman ſays, 
there may be no ſuch order. This might be law ; but it does not 
* to be common ſenſe. How can it appear on the journals, 

he had not been taken under the warrant? Another gentleman 
2 it was not for an aſſault. Can impriſonment be without an 

ult? If the action was for wounding, I ſuppoſe it would 
appear on the action. If, therefore, this be {and I think it appears 
ſo) barely an oppoſition to the warrant, he ought to appear. 


Mr. Bow p.—-I do not know whether Bingley hath replied to 
the plea or not. He may be ordered here, though not in cuſtody. 
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Mr. RoBexT Uniacxe.—When this man was before us, in 
April laſt, he ſaid he was poor, that he had, I believe, but half 
a guinea a week, as clerk, not as publiſher. I ſpoke with him 
here ; and he made no complaint of any improper conduct of Mr. 
L*Eltrange. | 

Hon. Dennis Bxowne.—l ſpoke alſo with him; and, ſo 
far from making any complaint, he ſaid the officer had been par. 
ticularly kind to him: nay, Mr. L'Eſtrange propoſed to raiſe 2 
ſubſcription for him, which I undertook, and actually made a 
collection for him. : 


Mr. Loncr1etp.—l am apprehenſive we have begun at the 
wrong end of this buſineſs. — The gentlemen who were ſo pro- 
fuſe of their arguments, at the other fide of the Houſe, would 
have done themſelves much more honour, did they adopt ſenti- 
ments oppoſite to thoſe they have ſo warmly expreſſed. There 
is no man would go farther to ſupport the dignity of the Houle 
than I would : But, I cannot diveſt myſelf of the opinion, that 
| the court who iſſued the orders by which Mr. L*Eftrange was 
to be brought to trial, has been infinitely more culpable than the 

man whoſe ſituation would excite humanity and compaſlion 
in every feeling breaſt. I will never conſent to have this unfortu- 
nate man made an object of miniſterial vengeance, or ſet up as a 
mark for political martyrdom. If he is friendleſs, he ſhould ex- 
ience your lenity : there is little magnanimity in ſuch inhuman 
oppreſſion, If Mr. Bingley muſt attend in cuſtody, if the order 
muſt be made, I hope it will only extend to his perſonal appear- 
ance at the bar to-morrow, but not in cuſtody. The Serjeant is, 
no doubt, fully juſtified by the warrant, and the court will 
allow that juſti cation. 

Mr. SexjzaxnT Toren. Are we to wait for that juſtification? 
Shall the authority of this Houle be ſubjected to the intricacies of 
ſpecial pleadings? Bingley ought to be in cuſtody, and remiin 
long in cuſtody. This bufineſs is of ſuch a nature, and to ung & 
ped up in the mazes and intricacies of the law, that even 
oldeſt practitioners cannot unravel it :—but, to my honourable 
friend it muſt be Egyptian darkneſs. 

Mr. Loxcr1etD.—As the latter term is evidently deſigned 
for me, I cannot with juſtice to myſelf, acquietce under it, with- 
out a reply. Having ever cenfidered that /ex ſemper convent 
rationi, I do not imagine it fo difficult a matter to form a proper 
opinion of it. Perhaps the honourable gentleman judged of me 
from himſelf ; having purſued it all his Ife, and finding himſelf 
ſtill — in Egyptian darkneſs, he kindly ſuppoſed my 
comprehenſion did not exceed his own. My honourable friend 
has paid the gentlemen of the bar a compliment equally polite to 
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that he intended me. He ſays, there are many old practitioners, 
who could not unravel this ſimple grantees. —— then the 
honourable gentleman mean, there are many old practitioners who 
are very young in legal knowledge? And does he mean to illuſ- 
trate this aſſertion, by diſplaying his own deficiency ?—I would 
not wiſh to be perſonal, though the ſubject is tempting.—T ſhall 
content myſelf by declaring, I think we ſhould vindicate our 
rights, and ſupport our order, by puniſhing the court, and not 
level our vengeance againſt an individual, whoſe conduct, at the 
worſt, was no way criminal on the occaſion. 


Mr. Bo v. l beg to acquaint the honourable member, that 
the court has gat no cognizance of the caſe ; for all the proceed- 
ings are in the offices, and not come before the court. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE,—On ſeeing the plea of the 
officer, this Bingley may have withdrawn his aQion for what we 
know z and if ſo, he has ſubmitted to the authority of the Houſe, 
2nd is guilty of no fault. We have, doubtleſs, a power to order 
a man to be brought to our bar, in cuſtody ; but we may relax 
that power when we pleaſe, Whenever the liberty of the ſub- 
je is at ſtake, I ſhall ever be on the ſide of lenity. I have no 
doubt but the facts are as they have been ſtated, but we have 
them not reduced to a certainty z therefore, I am of opinion 
that the original motion, oß William Bingley's being ordered to 
attend, is fully ſufficient, 


Sir Henxy CavexDisn.—Por one, I think lenity ought not 
to be ſhewn in this caſe; for the facts are of ſufficient notoriety, 
[do not think the order for his attendance is enough for the dignity 
of the Houſe z but, as gentlemen ſeem willing to think ſo, I ſhall 
not divide the Houſe on the amendment I propoſed. 


The order was then moved and carried. 


Hon. Dennis Bxown.—On looking into the report made by 
the commiſſioners of impreſt accounts, I find ſuch heavy charges 
againſt the navigation board, as will well warrant the inſpection 
of this Houſe, I would bring all delinquents, of what rank ſo- 
ever, to public account, in order to . I there- 
fore move, That an account of the drafts of the navigation 
board, drawn on the Treaſury, from Lady-day 1774, to January 
iſt, 1985, be laid before the Houſe,” 


The CuanceitLlor of THE ExcHeQUEr.—l think it would 
be better to appoint a committee, to inſpect the impreſt accounts, 


and report, which would anſwer the end, and ſayg the time of 
the Houſe. | e 


Vor. IV. \ 8 
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The following gentlemen were appointed a committee, 


| Honourable Dennis Browne, Sir Henry Hartſtonge, 
Sir Boyle Roche, Mr. Molyneux, 


Mr. BxownLow,—lI find, Sir, there are two requiſites for a 
member of parliament, which I did not think ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary as they appear to be—youth, and ſtrength of conſtitution— 
on which account, if the expedient of the Chiltern Hundreds was 
to be had here I would embrace it, in order to quit my ſeat and 
let the buſineſs be carried on by ſtrong members. The late hours, 
occaſioned by the haſte with which matters are driven through the 
Houſe (in which the whole buſineſs of final adjuſtment of the com- 
merce of two kingdoms, had been gone through in the ſpace of 
twenty four hours)obliged many gentlemen to retire. At a very late 
hour, on Monday, an unexpected buſineſs was brought on. Thati; 
not the mode on this ſide of the Houſe, where notice is given of 
every intended motion. This unexpected buſineſs has occaſioned 
a report to go forth that the Houſe had aſperſed the volunteers. I 
ſhall not enter on that buſineſs now, but to-morrow ſhall move 
a reſolution to vindicate the honour of the Houſe from having 
made any ſuch aſperſion. s, 


Right Honourable JohN PoxnsonBy.—Though not a young 
man, I attended on Monday to the laſt, and heard no inſinuation 
inſt the volunteer corps, if I had, I ſhould have oppoſed it, 
] look on myſelf as . 
one of the earlieſt to raiſe a regiment myſelf, This therefore can 
be only a report. 


Mr.BzxowxLow.—1 have not laid ſuch aſperſions to the charge 
of the Houſe I have ſaid it was a report; but it was neceſſary 
to remove apptehenſions, cauſed by ſuch a report, from the minds 
of the public. 


The Speaker left the chair, and the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 
committee of ſupply, Sir John Parnell in the chair. 


The CnanceLlLok of THE ExcnHequer ſtated the ſeveral 
accounts; as alſo the deficiency in the revenue, and ſaid—It will 
be neceſſary to borrow the ſum of 15,0001, and give a power to 
borrow a further ſum of 150, oool. I warn gentlemen not to ima- 
gine the ſum is to be borrowed at all events. No; it is only in 
caſe any future occaſion ſhould require it, and I chooſe it ſhould 
be agreed to now, rather than that there ſhould be any vote of cre- 
dit at the end of the ſeſſion. The ſum government has now in 
hands is appropriated as a ſinking fund, and therefore ſhould be 
held ſacred. "Fhough this money is to be borrowed on the one 
hand, the public has the advantage of paying the old debt on the 


a father of the volunteers, as I was 
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bther, or of buying up debentures, by which they keep up the 
price to the preſent poſſeſſors. I now move That the ſupply to 
« begranted to his Majeſty for the payment of arrears, annuities, 
* and the ſupport of the eſtabliſhment, be a ſum not exceeding 
42,123, 3431. 118. 32d.” I would not have the Houſe ſuppoſe 
that this money 1s to be immediately raiſed ; by no means, but it is 
right to vote it, in order to give ſecurity to the creditors of the 
nation, and to enable the crown, in caſe of any redundancy, to 
apply it cowards the diſcharge of the debt now due. 


This motion was carried. 


Mr. Mor.ynteux.—As none of the Geneveſe have come, 
or are likely to come over, the money granted towards building 
the town for them may be better applied; and the land and what 
buildings are already erected ſhould be ſold to the beſt and faireſt 


bidder, and not be a burthen to the nation when the nation can 
reap no emolument from it. 


Mr. GaxDiNEeR.—The board has conttacted for the buildings, 
and cannot now break their contract. 


Mr. AxTHUr BrRowNne.—lt is certainly an abſurdity to ſay 
that they contracted for the buildings, and are therefore to ſaddle 
the nation with an exorbitant expence, when there is not the ſmal- 
elt proſpe& of profit. 


Was * Mr. Curye.—The contract cannot be broken; great part of 
can the money has been already advanced, 

The queſtion was then pur, and carried. 
Tor Then the Houſe reſumed. 


A meſſage from the Lords by Mr. Juſtice Robinſon and Mr. 
Baron Metge, that the Lords had agreed to the ſeveral reſolutions, 
and alſo to the reſolution for an addreſs to his Majeſty, ſent up by 
the Houſe without any amendment,and filled up the blank by in- 
letting the words, Lords ſpiritual and temporal,“ and have re- 
t will lolved that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant be attended with the 
ver to did addreſs, by their whole Houſe, and having ſent to know his 
„ ima- Grace's pleaſure when he will be attended with the addreſs, his 
oly in Ctace hath appointed to-morrow at two of the clock at the Caſtle, 
hould add that the Lords intended to be there at that time. 


of cre- Reſolved, that this Houſe, with their Speaker, will meet the 


now in WO Lords at the Caſtle at two o'Clock, with the addreſs of both 
uld be WM Houſes to his Majeſty. I 


on the . The committee of ſupply then fat, Sir John Parnell in the 


arr, 
8 2 
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It was agreed that a farther ſupply of 20;o000l. be granted to 
his Majeſty, for ſuch purpoſes as ſhould be voted by patlia. 
ment. 

And that the ſum of 75,0001. be granted to the inland nayi. 
gation, 

Tur CHancerlior or The ExcCHeqQuer.—This money 
is to be under the direction of the Houſe, and not of the naviga- 
tion board, as it lies under ſome imputations, and a committee 
has been appointed to conſider the ſame. 


Mr. Ho.mes.—There has been a ſhameful waſte of public 
money at that board. I am a member of it, and have been wit. 
neſs to the imbecility, inefficacy, and very ſhameful profuſion 

of it. 

Tue CuanceiLor or The ExcntqQuer,—T wiſh the 
committee to be kept open, in caſe it ſhould be neceſſary to make 
any new grants. 

The chairman was ordered to report the reſolutions, and to 
defire leave to fit again, a 


- The Speaker having taken the chair, it was ordered that the 
rt be received to-morrow, and that the committee meet on 
the 23d of February. 


Ordered, that Mr. William Bingley attend the Houſe n 


Friday next, inſtead of to-morrow. 


4 


Trvispay, FeprvaAry 17, 1785. 


The Houſe met and adjourned for half an hour. 


The SPEAKER reported that the Houſe had attended his Gract 
the Lord Lieuterant, with the addreſs and reſolution of both 
Houſes of parliament to his Majeſty, and thereupon his Grace wa 
pleaſed to return the anſwer following: 


<< I ſhall immediately tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs to 
be laid before his Majeſty, together with the reſolutions. 


An engroſſed bill, to take away the challenge to the array 
nels of jurors, for want of a knight, on trials in which a pee 
is a party, was read the third time. 


An engroſſed bill, for the relief of perſons who have omitted t0 
qualify themſelves according to law, was read the third time. 
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Mr. Robert Blackwood took the oaths, and his ſeat for 
the borough of Killyleagh. : 


Mr. Corry moved for four different papers, which, he ſaid, he 
ſuppoſed would be complied with readily : but he had come down 
four different days, and had at each time been prevented by the 
order of the day from making the motion. He wiſhed, in purſu- 
ance to the ſecond propoſition which had lately been ratified by 
the Houſe, for the detail of articles, which might be put upon 
paper, and he ſhould content himſelf with moving,“ That the 
proper officer do lay before this Houſe an account of all goods 
which may, purſuant to the ſecond propoſition, be imported into 
this kingdom, ſpecifying the duties thereon in each' country, and 
the difference between thoſe different duties.“ 


Mr. BenESTORD.— This is complicated and impoſſible to be 
complied with, as no man can know what duties may hereafter 
be laid, and alſo there is no proper officer. It muſt be a lift of 
every thing that has been or may be imported from foreign coun- 


tries, If the gentleman will produce his liſt, it ſhall be done as 
far as poſſible. 


Mr. Cox Rx ſaid that articles of foreign growth come in here 
at one duty, and into Great Britain at another, or at the ſame. 
The duties in one country are more or leſs than that of the other, 
or the ſame. It was a matter capable of numerical demonſtration, 
the eaſieſt thing in the world. It was only to divide a paper into 
three columns, in one of which to ſtate the duties in England, in 
the other the duties here, and in the third the difference. H it 
were a matter of great difficulty, he ſhould not preſs it, but he 
ould after this ſtate his three motions, leave them to their fate, 
and make his remarks upon their reception. 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid he did underſtand the propoſition, but 
felt it impoſſible to comply with it. If, ſaid he, the honourable 
gentleman, who has taken a great deal of pains about the buſineſs, 
and ſeems to underſtand it better than any body, will make a lift 


of the articles he wiſhes to kaow the reſpective duties of, he ſhall 
be grati ned. 


Mr. Coax v.—lt appears from what has paſſed, that a ſyſtem 
of trade has heen brought forward without a knowledge of the 
detail. ¶ Here a cry of no. Either you know the detail, or you 
do not:—If you do know the detail, you ought to give the papers 
demanded—If you do not know it, you ought not to have entered 
into the ſyſtem without acquiring that knowledge. He ſaid it 
was eaſy for him to lock into the book of rates of both countries, 
and to make the compariſon, but it is not every merchant who 
is capable of making a complex entry. He declared it a very ex- 
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traordinary requeſt to he made of a private individual, but he 
ſhould only lay his propoſitions before the Houſe, and let the 
Houſe refuſe them ;—if it did, the world would judge of that re- 
fuſal. It will be ſaid, that in England, when * thing new is 


to be introduced, the whole detail, and every thing which ex- 
ains it, 15 procured—here _ thing which is required is re- 
ſed. He was content to be refuſed; but the refuſal would be 
a pretty good comment on the conduct of thoſe who refuſed it, 
and the merit of the propoſitions. 


The CAN CELLON of THE ExcutqQuer,—lIf it were poſſi- 
ble to comply with this motion, it is ſo voluminous that it would 
take much time. If there are any articles which ſeem of impor- 
tance, the honourable gentleman may have an opportunity of men- 
— them, when the bills that relate to chem are before the 

uſe. f 


Mr. Gz1rritH faid that he was convinced that his honoura- 
ble friend's propoſal ought to be complied with—he had taken 
great pains before to acquire information, but he confeſſed that he 
had not nerves to get through with it. He found that gentlemen 
were willing to hide every thing from him, and he was obliged to 
give way. He hoped, however, indeed he did not think that 
they could refuſe this propoſition. If gentlemen will intrench 
themſelves in form, and ſay this demand is too large, and that too 
minute, and that there is no proper officer, it will not bear a very 
favourable aſpect. He believed the beſt way for his honourable 
friend would be to move an addreſs to his Majeſty, to order theſe 

pers to be laid before the Houſe, We have, added he, to our 
— entered into reſolutions binding England and Ireland with- 
out going into the detail, I therefore hope my honourable friend 
will not be refuſed the only motion which can juſtify the propoſi- 
tions being ratified, 

The ATTorxnEy GENERAL faid he thought the motion could 
not be complied with ;—firſt, becauſe there is no proper officer, 
and, ſecondly, if there were, he could not anſwer the demand 

made by the queſtion, 


Mr. BexesForD ſaid that the queſtion was propoſed mere!y 
becauſe it was impoſſible to be gratitied, 


Mr. HazTLey ſaid that .the general ſpirit and intent of the 
ropoſitions as he underſtood them, was, that foreign goods ſhall 
draw back the duty, and be ſubjeQ to the duties payable where 
they are imported. 
Mr. Coxxy ſaid he ſhould only beg leave to anſwer, in 
one word, the imputation which had been made to him, of mak- 
ing motions which cannot be complied with; and to ſhew the 
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facility of anſwering the demand made by him, he would ſpecify 
one article, which he had mentioned in the debate on the propo- 
ſitions, namel , organzine ſilk, which was imported here imme- 
diately from Italy at 28. 1d. per Ib. and into England at 18. 8d. 
The difference between theſe two was five pence per pound, 
and from this we are- to learn to equalize the duties. If it be 
practicable in this particular article, why not in any other; for 
his part, he could not conceive any thing to be more ſimple. 


The CA NCELLOR OP THE ECHT ſaid in order to ſhew 
the impraQticability of the ſtatement required, ſaid he ſhould in- 
form the honourable gentleman that the particular article he men- 
tioned, raw ſilk, was an object of the taxation which he intend- 
ed to propoſe. ; 


Sir Jon N PaxNELL ſaid it would be impoſlible for any officer 
to foreſee the future objects of ſo wide a commerce. 


Mr. Coxxy.,—Can he not ſtate the preſent difference? 


Sir you N PARNELL deſired to know if he meant all the articles, 
for if he did, it would take to the end of the ſeſſions before it 
could be prepared. 


The SoLicirtor GENERAL moved the order of the day. 


Mr. Coax declared that if ſuch a mode was taken to get 
rid of a queſtion, he ſhould every day continue to bring on theſe 
propoſitions until they got another kind of deciſion, and leave it 
to the world to judge of the fairneſs of ſuch a conduct. 


Mr. FL oop ſaid he ſhould ſpeak a few words to a queſtion of 
which every man felt the conſequence, except members of parlia- 
ment—he meant retrenchment ; he hoped, therefore, the order of 
the day would not be preſſed before he ſhould have that oppor- 
tunity, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcueqQueR.—The honourable 
gentleman will have that opportunity on the report. 


Mr. Fr 000.,—The right honourable gentleman was too judici- 
ous to make the propoſition, if he knew it would anſwer the end. 
If he took the propoſitions diſtinctly, how many obſtacles would 
there not be in his way? If, for inſtance, he took up the ſubject 
of the army, he ſhould meet with ſome military gentleman who 
would ſtand up in his place, and call it nonſenſe :—There was a 
kind of — mania which poſſeſſed men of very good un- 
derſtandings on every thing elſe, but no ſooner do you touch 
their own profeſſion, but they become like the madman, who 
reaſons well on every other ſubject, but gets mad as ſoon as you 
touch upon the object of his prenzy. So with them—to talk of 
their particular departments is idiotiſm, or madneſs, and the 
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moment you treat of it, you ought to be ſent to Swift's Hoſpital, 
Mighty good kind of men they are upon every other buſineſs, 
but they cannot bear an idea of retrenchment in their own. 


| General CunnNINGHam.—lI call the honourable gentleman to 
order; and do it for the purpoſe of telling him I meant no diſ- 
reſpeQ to him in what 1 ſaid on a former night. The gentleman 
will permit every man to ſay what he pleaſes, provided it does not 
oppoſe his opinion. That honourable gentleman has a curious 
way of entering into a ſubject, as he did the other night, and be- 
fore gentlemen can riſe to anſwer him he leaves the Houſe. 


Mr. Fr. 00D ſaid that he had heard the right honourable gen- 
tleman with pleaſure, and with patience ; for every word which 
that gentleman had ſaid had been out of order, and he himſelf 
had never once tranſgreſſed the order of the Houſe, and he ap- 
pealed to the chair, to know if he had—He had faid, if the army 
eſtabliſhment had been objected to by him, and a retrenchment 
talked of therein, it would be ſaid it was nonſenſe. Sure he was 
the honourable gentleman on the day to which he refers never 
meant any thing ill to him, more than he did to the honourable 
gentleman. It was exactly the caſe of the newſpaper writer of 
that debate, who had repreſented him to have ſaid that he left a 
triangular neceſſity now if any ſuch thing had ſtruck the ho- 
nourable gentleman's ear, and that he had ſaid it, he ſhould not 
wonder if he, as he had an undoubted right, called it nonſenſe, 
There was a ſtory of one who always came too ſoon or too late 
to gain his purpoſe, but he hoped that by preſſing the order of 
the day it would not be proved that in this Houle retrenchment 
is always propoſed too foon or too late, : 


Mr. BxownLtow faid he had yeſterday engaged to make a 
motion this day, of which he had given notice, and he hoped 
he ſhould not be precluded from laying it before the Houſe, by 
the order of the day being preſſed forward, 


Mr. David LXTOVUCHE.—I have a motion to make re- 
ſpecting a reform that is really wanted, becauſe it is an œcono- 
mical one, and as I ſee there is a full Houſe, I ſhall juſt mention 
it for the preſent z it is to reſolve, 

That it is the opinion of this Houſe, as the ſalary of the 
Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom is now increaſed to 20,0001. the 
ſum of 3oool, paid uſualiy on their appointment, be diſconti- 
nued.“ 

I do not mean, continued he, by this to caſt the leaſt reflecti- 
on on the preſent nobleman who ſo worthily fills this office, and 
= forwhom 1 have a peculiar reſpect, as well as for the right ho- 
nourable gentleman his ſecretary z but really this expenditure is 


not only unneceſſary, but has of late occurred ſo often, that in 
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the ſpace of thirteen months this kingdom has paid the ſum of 
12,0001. to the different Lord Lieutenants, 


Sir Joux BLaqQuieke having called for the order of the 
day, 


Mr. FLood begged leave to ſay a word or two before gentle- 
men voted. If they wiſhed retrenchment to be gone into, or if 
they deſired the queſtion of the right honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Brownlow] to be brought forward, they will vote againſt the 
order of the day z but thoſe who are averſe to retrenchment will 
vote otherwiſe, 


The queſtion being put on the order of the day, the Houſe 
divided, 
Aves 111 


Noes 37 


Tellers for the ayes, Sir Hercules Langrithe and Sir Henry 
Cavendiſh. 


Tellers for the noes, Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. Molyneux. 


Sir Jun ParNELL, according to order, reported from the 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to take 
into conſideration the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the retcluti- 
ons which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at tie 
table, where the ſame were read, and are as follow : 

1, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum not exceeding 2, 123, 343l. 11s. 34d. was the debt of the 
nation at L2dy-day 1784. 

2. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee, that the na- 
tion is alſo liable to the payment of certain life annuities, at the 
rate of öl. pet cent. per annum, for a ſum of 440, oool.; and is 
alſo liable to the payment of certain other life annuities, at the 
rate of 71. 10s, per cent. per annum, for a further ſum of 
390,000]. 

3. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſupply be granted to his Majeſty towards ſupporting the ſeveral 
branches of the eſtabliſhments, and for defraying the other ne- 
ceſſary expences of government for one year, from the 25th day 
of March, 1785, to the 25th day of March, 1786. 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
12,000 effective men, commiſſion and non-commitlion officers 
included, are neceſſary to be maintained within this kingdom 
for its defence. 


This reſolution was oppoſed by Mr. Flood, who faid he 
would not confent to the whole of the military eſtabliſhment, as 
being an unneceflary expence. 
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The queſtion being put, it was carried without a diviſion, 

5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to 
enable his Majeſty to carry into execution his gracious intentions, 
and determined reſolution, ſignified to us by his excellency the 
Lord Viſcount "Townſhend, late Lord Lieutenant of this king. 
dom, by his Majeſty's command, to keep within this kingdom 
for the neceſſary defence of the ſame, 12,000 effective men, 
commiſſion and non- commiſſion officers included, at all times, 
unleſs in caſe of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain; 3,092 
men, commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers included, be main- 
tained for one year, from the 31ſt day of March, 1785, to the 
aft day of April, 1756 incluſive; ſo as that the forces on the 
eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may amount to 15,092 effective 
men, commiſſion and non- commi ſſion officers included. 

6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſum of 20, cool. be granted to his Majeſty for the cloathing 
and maintaining a militia in this kingdom, for one year from the 
25th day of March, 1785, to the 25th day of March, 1786; to 
8 in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall hereafter di- 
r 


Mr. O'HARA.—I much diſlike this reſolution, and 1 have ob- 
jections to themanner in which it is worded. I cannot gueſs to 
what purpoſe adminiſtration intends to eſtabliſh a militia in time 
of peace, with ſuch an army in the country, and when ſo many 
of our countrymen are completely diſciplined. The reſolution 
meets my moſt decided diſapprobation. It is not only unnecef- 
ſary, but hath an evil tendency; as it will contribute to en- 
creaſe the public expences, which are already too great for our 
reſources. i therefore move to inſert the words, not otherwiſe” 
after for cloathing and maintaining a militia,” that the money 
way not, during the receſs, be diverted into another channel, 


He withdrew his amendment on being aſſured by Mr. Gardiner 
and Mr. Maſon that it could not be applied by the act to any 
other purpoſe. ] 


Mr. F.o00.—1 formerly voted for a militia, in order that it 
ſhould be a counter check upon a ſtanding army. Now I vote 
againſt it, becauſe it is intended a3 a check to a volunteer army. 
A ſtanding army is unconſtitutional, and is acknowledged as ſuch 
by an annual mutiny bill, Why is a militia bill now brought 
forward? With much difficulty we obtained a militia act, and 
then the militia was never called out. Why is it now mention- 
ed? 1 will tell gentlemen. It was brought forward merely to 
diſparaze the volunteer army. I remark a wonderful change in 
the opinions of ſome gentlemen. Formerly, the very men who 
are now ſuch advocates for a militia were the moſt averſe to it: 
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they found arguments againſt their being embodied, and to prove 
the ſuperior advantages of a ſtanding army. I have ſtudied an- 
tient and modern hiſtory pretty cloſely, but I never read of, 
in any country, ſo great a body of men as the volunteers, all 
orderly, quiet, cool and determined, and which hath defended 
the nation in time of war, and ſupported the civil power, But here 
is an omifſion in the motion. It grants the money for cloathing 
and maintaining a militia, but ſays nothing of arming them. 
Pray are they to have no arms ? I, therefore, move to add the 
word **arming” after the word ** cloathing,” and then I ſhall 
vote againſt the whole motion. 


The amendment was carried without a diviſion. 


7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſam of 4, oool. be given to the Right Honourable the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, to enable him to maintain the ſtate and 
dignity of his office, 


8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ſum of 2,000. be given for one year, to the 25th day of March, 
1786, to the truſtees of the linen manufacture, to encourage the 
raiſing ſufficient quantities of hemp and flax in this kingdom, 


9. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
further ſum of 2, oool. for one year, be given to the truſtees of 
the linen manufactute, for the encouragement of the hempen and 
flaxen manufactures, during the ſaid time, in the provinces of 
Leinſter, Munſter and Connaught. 


10. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſum of 20,0001. be granted to the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Deputy Vice 
Treaſurer, the Teller ofthe Exchequer, the ſenior Commiiſionet 
of his Majeſty's revenue, the Right Honourable Thomas Conolly, 
the Right Honourable Luke Gardiner, to be by them, or any 
four of them, applied for the encouragement of the fiſheries of 
this kingdom, agreeable to the petition of the Right Honourable 
William Conyngham, preſented to this Houle this ſeſſion of par- 
liament; and to the liberal and public-ſpirited propoſal made 
therein by him. 


Mr. ALtxaxper MoxnTGomtery—lIf money could allure 
hh as it does men, then I ſhould think the appropriation of the 
lum in queſtion right; but it is certain that on the coaſt where 
this money is to be expended, the viſits of fiſh are only periodi- 
cal ; excepting the lait year, there have not been any for eleven 
years paſt to be caught. Beſides there are very conſiderable 
towns and magazines on that part of the coaſt, which renders a 
grant for the purpoſe of building ſtores and houſes unneceſſary. 
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The Scotch fiſhermen and the Iriſh are at actual war; for the 
Scotch have been the cauſe of ruin to our fiſheries on the Nortli 
Weſt coaſt. They come in large. veſſels, ſupplied with every 
neceſſary in abundance, having ſuch a number of nets that the 

can work the twenty-four hours round; for by the time they 
have ſhot out their laſt net, it is time to haul in the firſt, With 
theſe vaſt trains of nets they block up our creeks and inlets ; and 
as the herting, like all timorous animals, if you check the lead- 
ing fiſb, will be diſperſed and driven back, by this means the 6h 
are frighted from our coaſt. This grant ſeems defective in the 
principal object, namely, the —_ of harbours; it is 
partial, as being confined to the Roſſes and adjacent coaſts ; and 
it will be inoperative, for the fiſh, as I have ſaid, do not uſually 
reſort there, There are gentlemen who pretend to decide on 
this matter who never ſaw the coaſt, nay, who never ſaw the 
ſea, except croſſing the channel to England, or France, in the 
way to a ball at Paris. And I will venture to aſſert that 57,0001, 
| of the money would be much better laid out in opening London- 
derry harbour to the ſea ; but this ſeems to be fulfilling the old 
proverb, Scratch me and I will ſcratch you.“ 


Mr. Bzexesro&D.—The honourable gentleman ſays there are 
no fiſh off the Roſſes. I have a return in my hand which tells a 
contrary ſtory : for out of five hundred veſſels employed on the 
fiſheries from 1768 to 1785, more than one-half of them were 
laden at the Roſſes. So I muſt conclude that as filb are there, 
we only want men to catch them, and that want this grant will 
ſupply. As tothe diſturbances among the fiſhermen, 1 know no 
means ſo likely to quell them as eſtabliſhing proper regulations; 
nor could any thing put our fiſhermen in a capacity to cope with 
other nations ſo effectually as enabling them to have great veſſels, 
and a ſufficient quantity of nets. Gentlemen thould obſerve, 
that building houſes merely is not the object of the grant; it 13 
to be laid out at the diſcretion of the truſtees. | 


Mr. Loxcr1zLD.—In the diſpoſal of a grant for the advan- 
tage of the fiſheries on the Donegal coaſt, I think it is but decent 
that the repreſentatives of the county ſhould be joined with the 
truſtees appointed to carry the intention of that grant into effect. 
One of them [Mr. Montgomery] has ſhewn that he is well ac- 
quainted with the fiſuery, and it would be a kind of ſtigma if his 
name was omitted; I therefore move, that after the words Luke 
Gardiner, be inſerted the words, and the members for the 
county of Donegal.” 


Mr. Bxooxe.,—Having in the committee of ſapply, applied to 
the right honourable Secretary and the right honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer for their aſſiſtance to obtain an aid to- 
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wards — the fiſhery at large on the Donegal coaſt, 
their anſwer was fo candid and honourable, that it perfectly fa- 
tighed me; for though they convinced me that more than the 
preſent 20, oool. could not be granted this year for that purpoſe, 
yet, as the fiſheries were a great obje& of attention, and even 
recommended in the ſpeech from the throne, I might be aſſured 
that next year, ſo far as the reſources of the nation would permit, 
they would be encouraged, and any plan offered by me would 
meet with juſt regard, I therefore requeſt that my name may not 
be added to thoſe gentlemen who are already appointed to carry 
into effect the plan of a right honourable member, who hath 
ated with ſo much generoſity. As for my honourable colleague, 


he may be very properly added, from his extenſive knowledge of 
the fiſheries. * f 


Mr. Mason.—lI am ready to acknowledge that gentleman's 


merits, but I fear his being joined with the other truſtees might 
produce a difference of opinion. 


Mr. FL oO. It is for that very reaſon I wiſh the members for 
Donegal may be added. It is from the diſcuſſion of different 
opinions that we attain truth; but when men are all in one opi- 
nion at the outſet of any buſineſs, they are partial to that opini- 
on, will hear of no contradiction, and prejudge every thing. I 
doubt not but the member who ſpoke laſt diſlikes oppoſition; 
and I never doubted his opinion in favour of that abſolute power 
that would leave mankind in the happy ſtate of darkneſs. 


Mr. Hanzy Gone thought the buſineſs would be beſt con- 
ducted by the truſtees already named. 


Taz CHaNceLLor or THE Excuequer,—This grant is 
for a particular place, and thoſe who are beſt acquainted with it 
can diſpoſe of it beſt. Local knowledge of another place, how- 
ever great, will be of no uſe in this. 


Mr. Bzooxe,—lI aſſure gentlemen this is no object to me, and 
I requeſt the motion may be withdrawn. 


Mr. ALEXANDER MonTeoMery,—l will take the ſenſe of 
the Houſe upon it. This buſineſs is partial in the whole of it. 
It will not be twenty-four hours *till they will * of it; and I 
affirm that there were no herrings at the Roſſes *till now, for 
eleven years. 


Mr. Lox I EID.—I ſhall perſiſt in my motion. The grant 
is of public money, is for a public purpoſe, and ought to be 
impartially managed. | | 
Mr. HexcuLes LAN GTORD RowLey.—l ſhall vote for the 
amendment. I acknowledge the generous offer of the right ho- 
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nourable gentleman, but ſhould be glad to know whether bis 
money or that now granted is to be firſt uſed ? 


Mr. Bexzsr0RD.—l believe both together; but that will be 
as — ſhall direct in a bill to be brought in for the pur- 
poſe. 


Mr. Gairrirk.— Sir, my heart glowed when I firſt heard 
the generous and noble proffer of the right honourable gentleman 
it deſerves every acknowledgement z and he has with great de- 
licacy gone out of the Houſe as ſoon as this converſation began. 
1 know his feelings; and I dare fay he would be much 
hurt if theſe gentlemen are negatived. 


Mr. SrRIEAN T FitzGERrALD.—One of the worthy members 
for the county of Donegal hath declared it is no object to him 
and has declined it; why then ſhould we agree to this motion, 
It appears the two honourable gentlemen diſapprove of this mea- 
ſure ; why then ſhould we force them to be obliged to carry it 
into execution ? 


Sir Jon BLA VIE RE. One of the members for the count 
of Donegal diſlikes this meaſure, and calls it partial; the bel 
anſwer that can be given is the very petition preſented to this 
Houſe yeſterday ſe*nnight from a number of gentlemen of that 
county, all highly approving the generous offer of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman. By this we find that the member thinks 
very differently from his conſtituents. But it ſeems that gentle- 
man wants to force thoſe into the truſt who avow their diſlike 
to it, on purpoſe to impede and throw rubs in the way of this 

eat national object, and unexampled proof of generoſity for 
te public good. 

Mr. Cuxxan,—Though I would not wiſh to impede any 
public good, yet I wiſh it may be impartially conducted; and 


ſhall vote for introducing theſe gentlemen, merely to be a check 
on the other truſtees. h 


Sir Henxy CavendDisn.—lI really think it would be better 
to withdraw the amendment, than to divide the Houſe upon it. 


The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 


Ayes 30 
Noes 115 


Majority againſt the amendment 85 


Tellers for the ayes, Mr. 8 and Mr. Curran. 
Tellers for the noes, Mr. on and Mr, Lodge Morres, 


F 
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11. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 34ol. be given to Thomas Burgh, Eſq; accountant- 

neral, as a reward for his expence and trouble in preparing and 
— the public accounts of the nation, laid before this Houſe 
this ſeſſion of parliament. 

12. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a ſum 
of 200l. be given to Henry Gore, Eſq; as a reward for his ex- 
pence and trouble in preparing and making out the accountof the 
imports and ex ports for one year, ending the 25th day of March, 
1784, purſuant to order of this Houſe, 

13. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 54ol. be given to Thomas Ellis, clerk of this Houſe, 
a3 a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, 

14. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 270l. be given to Benjamin Higgins, clerk aſſiſtant, as 
2 reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment. 

15. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 270l. be given to James Corry, clerk of the journals 
and records, appointed in purſuance of a report of a commit- 
tee of this Houſe, for his trouble and expence in the execution 
ef his office. 

16. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 140l. be given to Dawſon Ellis, clerk of the engroſſ- 
ments, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of 

lament. 

17. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 400l. be given to George Frederick Winſtanley and Jo- 
nathan Rogers, the clerks attending the committee of accounts 
and other committees, as a reward for their attendance and 
— this ſeſſion of parliament to be equally divided between 
them. 

18, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 170l. be given to George Frederick Winſtanley and lo- 
nathan Rogers, committee clerks of this Houſe, for their extra- 
ordinary trouble and expence this ſeſſion of parliament, in at- 
tending ſele& committees. 

19. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of yol, be given to Benjamin Higgins, clerk aſſiſtant, for 
his extraordinary trouble in ballotting for committees to try con- 
troverted elections. 

20. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 670l. be given to Dixie Coddington, Serjeant at Arms, 


33 a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, 


24538 PARLIAMENTARY 


21. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 7ol. be given to Laurence Senſi, as a reward for his 
trouble and attendance in delivering the votes to the members this 
ſeſſion of parliament. 

22. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee,that a ſum 
of 140l. be given to ſames Mc. Cowen and Henry Holmes, door. 
keepers to this Houſe, as a reward for their attendance and ſer. 
vice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally divided between 
them. | 

23. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 25ol. be given to the Speaker, to be by him divided 
among the back-door keepers and meſſengers attending this 
Houſe, being thirteen in number, in ſuch manner as he ſhall 
direct. 
24. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 14ol. be given to Thomas L'Eſtrange, for his extraor. 
dinary care and trouble in attending this Houſe as aſſiſtant Ser- 
Jeant at Arms, 
25. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2ool. be given to Thomas Ellis, for his trouble and 
expence in preparing copies, ſuperintending the printing and 
making an index to the twenty-tirſt volume of the journals of 
this Houſe. 
26. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 1121. be given to Iſaac Jackman, for printing the pub- 
lic accounts laid before the Houſe this ſeſſion of parliament. 
27. Reſolved, That it isthe opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 8ool. be given to John Tydd, Eſq; in conſideration of 
his extraordinary attendance, care and expence in the office of 
paymaſter of corn premiums. _ 
28, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 7ol. be given to Henry Smyth, deputy paymaſter of corn 
_ premiums, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in preparing 
accounts by him laid before this Houſe, for one year, ending at 
Midſummer, 1784. | 
209. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 2ool. be given to Paul Le Bas, examinator of corn 
premiums, on account of the great increaſe of his trouble in ex- 
-amining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, and for his 
* in payments of clerks, in the year ending at Lady - 
» 1784. 
A Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of 140l. be given to John Smart, deputy accountant ge- 
neral, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſſion of parliament, and 
ſuperintending the printing efthe accounts. 
1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of gol. be given to John Wetherall, for his extraordi- 
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nary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts by him laid be- 
fore this Houſe, and in attending this Houſe this ſeſſion of par- 
liament. 

32. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 140l. be given to John Swan, examinator of exciſe, for 
his extraordinary trouble and expence in preparing accounts for 
this Houſe. 

33- Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
ſum of 500/. be granted to Thomas Winder, Eſq; as a reward 
for the trouble by him taken in conſequence of the truſt veſted by 
this Houſe, in the commi ſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue, for the 
d recovery of the debt due to his Majeſty by the late Sir Henry 
Cavendiſh, Bart. late teller of the exchequer, 

34. Reſol ved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a ſum of , oool. be given to the incorporated ſociety as a full 
proviſion for ſupporting the Proteſtant Ch:zrter-{chools of this 
kingdom, for one year, from 25th March, 1785, to 25th March, 
1786. 

: 5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
ut a em of 10, oool. be given to the governors of the Foundling 

Hoſpital and Work-houſe, towards enabling them to diſcharge 
the debts by them conttacted for the uſe of that charity, and 
towards ſupporting theit neceſſary expences. 

36. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a ſum of 8,600/. be given to the corporation for the relief of the 
jour in ,the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of the Houſe of 
nduſtry, in aid of the charitable contributions, for one year, 
from 25th March, 1785, to 25th March, 1786. 

7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
2 ſum of 1000/. be given to the Hibernian Marine Society, to- 
wards {':pporting the taid charity. 

8. Reſoved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a ſum of loool. be given to the governors ofthe Hibernian School, 
for the ſupport of that charity. 

39. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
2 ſum of 5000. be granted to the board of firſt fruits for building 
new churches, and rebuilding old churches in ſuch pariſhes as no 
o_ public ſervice has been performed in for twenty years 
paſt, 

40. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a fum of zool. be granted to the Lord Chancellor and Chief 
Judges, towards building further offices for the public records 


that and courts of juſtice adjoining. 8 
t ge- 41. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
and a tum of 5000/ be given to the Dublin Society, for the imptove- 
1 ment of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland, one half of 


N the ſaid ſum to be applied to the encouragement of agticulture 
,ordl- Vol. IV. * ® K O 
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and planting, and, the other half to be applied for the en- 
couragement of manufaQtures, arts, and ſciences, in ſuch manner 
as ſhall be directed by parliament. 

42, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a ſum of 20,000/. be given for the purpoſe of paying bounties 
on the home ſale of manufactures of wool, wool-mixed, cotton, 
cotton-mixed, thread, kentings, iron and copper, and on filk 
gauze made in this kingdom; all ſuch bounties to be payable in 
a larger proportion on goods manufactured at a diſtance from the 
city of Dublin, than on thoſe manufactured in it, or within the 
diſtance of ten miles of it; to be diſtributed in ſuch manner az 

liament ſhall direct. | 

43: Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 

a ſum of 5,000/. be given to be expended in diſtributing wheels, 
reels, looms, ſpinning jennies, carding machines, and other 
implements to be employed, not nearer than ten miles to the 
city of Dublin; and in encouraging and aſſiſting ſuch perſons 
as may be willing to remove any of the ſaid manufaQures, from 
the ſaid city or its liberties, to the diſtance of ten miles at the 
leaſt from the ſame; and towards forming and eſtabliſhing woollen 
markets, in fuch manner as ſhall be directed by parliament. 
44. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſum of 4,000/. be given to be expended in paying appen- 
tice fees to ſuch manufacturers as ſhall take children from the 
charter ſchools and foundling hoſpital, and engage that they ſhall 
be employed, during their e e at ten miles diſtance 
at leaſt from the city of Dublin; ſuch children to be apprenticed 
out under ſuch conditions as ſhall be directed by parliament. 

45. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſum of 475/. 6s. 3d. be given to George Grierſon, for twenty- 
five ſets of the ſtatutes, delivered to the members of this Houſe. 

46. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſum of 2, 275. be granted to pay ſuch ſum as ſhall be reported 
by the commiſſionets of impreſt accounts to be due to Dr. Ellis, 
for 8 and lettering 7,000 volumes of the journals of this 
Houſe. 

47. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſum of 498. 15s. 24. be given to Iſaac Jackman, for print- 
ing and binding 500 of the tweaty-firit volume of the journals, 
delivered by him for the uſe of the members of this Houſe. 

48. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 

fupply granted to his Majeſty towards payment of the ſaid 
debt, annuities, eitzbliſhments and other charges of government, 
be a ſum not exceeding 2, 18,65 30. 25. 444, | 

49. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a further ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, for paying the ſeveral 
foregoing gifts, bounties, rewards, and ſpecific grants. 
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zo. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſaid further ſupply be a ſum not exceeding 128,842“. 4. 5d. 

51, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
2 ſupply be granted to his Majeſty, for promoting and carrying 
on the inland navigation in Ireland, to be applied-in ſuch manner. 
as parliament ſhall direct. 

52. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty for the inland navigation in 
Ireland, be a ſum not exceeding 7000/. per annum. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for eſtabliſh= 
ing a militia in this kingdom, and that the Right Honourable 
. Gardiner, Mr. Hayes, the Right Honourable Mr. Ogle, 
dir Richard Johnſton, and Sir Edward Newenham, do prepare 
and bring in the ſame. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill for making, 
widening and repairing public roads in the county of Dublin, 
and repealing part of ſeveral acts formerly made for that purpoſe, 
and that the Right Honourable Mr. Gardiner, and Sir Edward 
Newenham do prepare the ſame, 


Mr. Bao wNLOow ſaid that he came down on purpoſe to make 
a motion, purſvant to the notice he had given yeſterday, but he 
now ſhould defer it until to-morrow. 


Sir Henxy CavenpDisu moved that the ſeveral members 
who had been taken into cuſtody by the Serjeant at Arms, 
for not attending at the ballot on Monday laſt, might be diſ- 
charged, paying their fees. 


GENERAL. CuxnNINGHAM faid the laſt ſeſſion he had paid 
ix guineas for being a defaulter, but at the latter end of the 
ſeſſions he had ſeen ſo many frivolous excufes made, and accepted, 
that he ſhould now move that the word“ without” be inſerted 
in the reſolution. 


Mr. Fox nes obſerved, that though he appeared a culprit, for 
he acknowledged he was a defaulter, yet he was very far from 
deſiring the penalty to be decreaſed z he wiſhed the act, which 
was an addition to the liberties of the people, and did honour to 
the name of Mir. Grenville, to be kept in its full force, ef; 
Clally now that ſome inroads were made upon it, as was id in 
ancther kingdom : He truſted, therefore, that in this kingdom 
every perſon would wilh to continue to ſupport it in full vigour. 


The Houſe then divided on General Cunningham's amendment. 
Ayes 64 
Noes 56 
T 2 
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The defaulters were accordingly ordered to be diſcharged 
without paying fees, 


The ATTorNey GN RAL roſe and moved that the order 
commanding the attendance of William Bingley on this Houſe on 
Friday be diſcharged, and he ordered to attend on Monday, 


Mr. Coxxy ſaid he hoped, when the right honourable gen- 
tleman had riſen, he meant to move ſomething reſpecting the 
law relative to trials for election, which ſeemed to be expiring 
by a late diviſion, 


The ATToxnty GENERAL ſaid he would do every thing 
he could to ſupport that law, 


The order for William Bingley's attendance was then dif- 
charged, and he was ordered to attend on Monday next, 


The ATrTorney GexenraL then moved, that the proper 
officer do lay before the Houſe a copy of the declaration filed in 
the plea ſide of the Exchequer, in which William Bingley is 
plaintiff, and Thomas L'Eſttange defendant, and the plea plead- 
ed theretoz and alſo the replication, if any replication there 
were, 


Ordered accordingly. 


— — 


FRIDAY, FesruaAry 18, 1785. 


The Right Honourable Mr. RowLey preſented to the Houle 
according to order, a bill to prevent corrupt and unconſtitutional 
practices in eleQing and returning members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, which was received and read the firſt time, and ordered 
| — read the ſecond time on Monday the 28th, of Febroary 

inſtant. . 


The ſeneſchal of the liberty of Thomas court and Donore, 
preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their order, a return of 
the watch of the liberty of Thomas-court and Donore. 


An officer from St. Bridget's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, 
purſuant to their order, the amount of the expences of St. Brid- 
8 watch, from 25th March 1757, to 25th March 1784, bo ing 

ixteen years. 

An officer from St. Werburgh's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, 
purſuant to their order, an account of the expences of the watch 


of St. Werburgh's pariſh for two years, ending 25th March 1784. 
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A bill for the amendment of the bankrupt laws, according 
to order, was read a ſecond time. 


Mr. CoRRY.— Agreeable to my declaration of yeſterday, I now 
riſe, I have not ſo little firmneſs as to give up an idea formed, 
as I think mine to be, on juſt principles. I ſhall therefore move 
the ſeveral reſolutions which I intended to bring forward yeſter- 
day, but which I was prevented from by the order of the day. 
I hope the Houſe will comply with my requiſition; if it does 
not, I muſt only ſhelter myſelf under the ſatisfaction of having 

ropoſed them, and ſeeing them entered on the journals of the 
Houſer I ſhould, however, be much better ſatisfied with their 
being conſented to be given than to be refuſed. He then moved 
the following reſolution : 

That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an account 
of all articles upon which it may be neceſſary that the duties 
henceforth to be payable on their importation from Great Britain 
into Ireland ſhould be changed, in order that they may be 
imported into this kingdom from Great Britain under the ſame 
regulations, and at the ſame duties, to which they are liable 
when imported direQly from the * of their growth, product 
or manufacture, in purſuance of the ſecond refolution of this 
Houſe relative to an adjuſtment of trade and commerce between 
Great Britain and Ireland.“ 


Sir HexcuLes Laxcxisne.—l give my negative to this 
motion, It will be needleſs to repeat arguments againſt it thrice 
in full houſes. There are above a thouſand articles. Muſt they 
be all returned ? 


Mr. Coxxy,—Sir, Jam willing to change all the articles, if 1 
can have the principle of the motion adopted. 


Sir Joun BLaquitxe—There may be many articles of impor- 
tation not yet known, how can they be expreſſed ? 


The queſtion being put, it paſſed in the negative 


Mr. Cox xv then moved his ſecond reſolution : 

* That the proper officer do lay befure this Houſe an account 
of all arcicles upon which it may be neceſſary that the duties 
henceforth to be payable on their importation into Great Britain 
from Iteland ſhould be changed, in order that they may be 
imported into that kingdom from Ireland under the fame regula- 
tions, and at the ſame duties, to which they are liable when 
imported direQly from the place of their growth, product or 
manufacture, in purſuance of the ſaid ſecond reſolution.” 


Sir Joun PaRNELL.—The whole of the honourable gen- 
tleman's reſolutions are impracticable to be complied with, I am 
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ſurprized that gentlemen ſhould complain of want of information, 
when every thing has been done to furniſh them with it; I have 
ood put ſeveral papers relative to the buſineſs into the hands 
of the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and am convinced. 
that gentleman is fully informed upon the ſubject. 


Mr. Gz1rr1TH.—l beg leave to propoſe an amendment that 
will filence the objection of there being no proper officer, It is 
this: that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay before his Majefty\the hum- 
, ble defires of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be pleaſed to 
« give directions.“ I wiſh the Houſe to be put into poſſeſſion of 
every information neceſſary to underſtand the buſineſs. The 
more I conſider the ſyſtem of commercial intercourſe which hath 
been fo precipitately hurried through the Houſe, the more I am 
convinced of the magnitude and importance of every ane of 
theſe propoſitions; and conſequently the more time, enquiry 
and information are neceſſary what the effects of them in detail 
will be. The object of the preſent motion, with the amendment 
I have been forced to — — and in which I ſhall perſiſt, tends 
to give that neceſlary information. It is extraordinary that gen- 
tlemen are ſo happy and contented with this commercial ſyſtem, 
when it is not poſſible for them to comprehend the conſequence of 
it, in detail, without knowing the effeR it will have on the 
import and export duties of different articles. The general 
condu of this buſineſs reminds me of a pantomime, called Har- 
3 Invaſion, the moral of which was to ridicule the cre- 
dulity of the people. In the firſt ſcene, Mercury (the God of 
Trade, and who is alſo the patron of pick-pockets) riſes from 
the earth, and and lets fall a piece of paper, ſcribbled over 
with unmeaning hieroglyphics, in gold and filver. This is 
picked up by a blackſmith, and obſerved by the populace, who 
are dazzled with its luſtre, and immediately think their fortunes 
all made, though not one of them can decypher the paper; 
but as it comes from Mercury, who is the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of the ſkies, they are quite happy, and break forth 
into the woſt violent extacies, though they cannot tell why. 
But mark the end cf it. When they are almoſt overcome with 
the fatigue of rejoicing, and begin to debate upon the fubjed, 
Mercury waves his leaden caduceus, ſets them all afleep, and 
picks their pockets ; and his friend Harlequin (or the Secretary) 
who is in the league with him, raviſhes Columbine, who may 
ſtand for Hibernia in the preſent alluſion, | 


Captain Buxou.—Both theſe motions come to this, that the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer in both kingdoms ſhould publiſh to 

te world, before the proper day, what articles are to be the 
ubject of future taxation. 3 | 
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Sir Joux BLaquizxe:—l1 hope the Houſe will never addreſs 
his Majeſty but on ſolemn occaſions, and not on light ſubjeQs 3 
addreſſing the Lord Lieutenant is in fact addreſſing Majeſty itſelf. 


The amendment was negatived, as was alſo the original reſolu- 
tion. 


Mr. Coxxy then moved the third and fourth reſolutions, in 
theſe words : 


© That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an account 
of all articles of the growth, product or manufacture of Great 
Britain and of Ireland, on which the duties payable on importa- 
tion into Great Britain from Ireland are different from the duties 
payable on the ſame on importation into Ireland ftom Great Bri- 
tain, and ſtating the preciſe reduction of duties neceſſary to be 
made on each article, in order that they may be reduced in the 
kingdom where they are higheſt to the amount payable in the 
other, in purſuance of the fourth reſolution of this Houſe re- 
lative to an adjuſtment of trade between Great Britain and Ire- 

That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe an account 
of all articles of the growth, product or manufaQure of Great 
Britain and of Ireland, on the exportation of which there now 
exiſts any prohibition which is not reciprocal, or any duty which 
is not equal in both kingdoms z and ſtating the prohibitions and 
the increafe of duties neceſſary to be made in purſuance of the 
ſeventh reſolution of this houſe relative to an adjuſtment of trade 
and commerce between Great Bricain and Ireland.” | 


Both which were negatived without a diviſion. 


Right Honourable WiLL1am BrownLow,—In conſequence 
of the notice which I have given, I ſhall lay before the Houſe a 
popes, which is very ſhort, and conceived, I truſt, in the 
molt unexceptionable terms. A report has gone abroad that 
ſomething has been done here which is hoſtile to that great and 
—_— body, the volunteers of Ireland, I wiſh to ſtop the 

eQs of that report. The ſervice which that body has done to 
the people is roo well known to the public for me to expatiate 
upon it. What would have become of the country, in the time 
of the late war, if no volunteers had been? How would our 
coaſts have been protected from invaſion, if they had not exiſted? 
Many can remember the alarming effects of the former war: our 
coaſts were invaded—we were expoſed to the ravages of foreigners, 
Every one remembers how ready the volunteers have been, 
when called upon, to aſſiſt in giving due energy and operation to 
the laws of the land 3 nay, it is to their loyalty and regard to the 
laws that we owe the peace and tranquillity of the country: 
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Their character is too well eſtabliſhed to ſuffer from inveRive, if it 
has been thrown out upon them; for it is as much above the 
_ of invective to injure it, as it exceeds praiſe to reach it, 

nneceſſary is it, therefore, for me to enter into any further 
obſervation upon a ſubjeQ, the merits of which every man muſt 
acknowledge, and no man can deny. A body of men, ſelf. 
cloathed and ſelf-paid, are entitled to ſome gratitude, and I hope 
the Houſe will render them that juſtice which is their due. 
I ſhall, therefore, only now move the following reſolution, 
which, I truſt, the Houſe will adopt unanimouſly : * That 
*© the volunteers of Ireland have been eminently uſeful to their 
** country, by the protection they afforded againſt a foreign 
= —_— and by their frequent exertions in ſupport of itz 
police.” | 


Sir Edward NewennHam ſeconded the motion. 


Mr. Mason.—l do not riſe to oppoſe the motion, but to aſk 
does the right honourable gentleman mean the propoſition to ſtand 
fingle, or to couple it with any other words ? 


Mr. BxzowNnLow.—lI have no other motion, nor do I know 
of any gentleman who has any other motion than what I have 
propoſed. |, | 


Mr. Ga DIN ER.— The motion now before the Houſe is, whe- 
ther they ſhall agree in a motion which tends to the continuation 
of the volunteers. I feel the higheſt gratitude to the volunteers 
for their exertions laſt war; but as occaſion for their continuing 
in arms no longer exiſts, I would rather wiſh they ſhould return 
to their former ſituation of citizens, and turn their attention to 
manufactutes and induſtry ; for I think to continue a number 
of perſons under arms is not likely to give an advantage to 
the trade of this country. The meaſure which I the other day 
propoſed would ſtand as a ſubſtitute in the room of the volun- 
teers. With every ſentiment of good will to them, I think it 
right to intimate to them that it would be of advantage to the 
kingdom if they would retire from military purſuits, and enjoy 
in quiet the glory they have ſo well earned. Theſe gentlemen 
having had thanks, and repeated thanks, ſhould diſcontinue their 
. efforts; and, having this idea in my mind, I have a reſolution 
which I intended at ſome time to have propoſed, if the right 
- honourable gentleman had not brought on this motion. My 
' reſolution is, that as the Houſe has a high ſenſe of the merits of 
the volunteers during the laſt war, to add at the end of the 
motion theſe words: and that this Houſe highly approves of 

c the conduct of thoſe who, ſince the concluſion of the war, 
have retired to cultivate the bleſſing of peace.” 
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Mr. Tuomas Buxcn (of Oldtown).—In order to keep the 
Houſe conſiſtent, there will be an amendment neceſſary to that 
amendment; perhaps ſomething to this effect: Notwithſtand- 
« ing this Houſe has within theſe three days found the force of 
« the nation inſufficient,” —Certain it is the reſolution wants not 
the aid of any amendment ; but it is equally certain that if any 
ſuch amendment be inſiſted upon, ſome ſuch farther amendment 
would be neceſſary to preſerve the idea of conſiſtency. 


Mr. W. Topp Jones.—l have not fat long in this Houſe, but T 
have fat long enough to be fully imprefſed with the power of 
majorities, and to be convinced how vain would be the attempt 
to argue with a predetermined aſſembly : But the heſitation of 
the Houſe to return thanks to the preſervers of their country 
raiſed ſo highly my indignation, as ſcarcely to permit me to 
expreſs my ſentiments with the decorum and moderation due to 
the chair, 

I think the original reſolution too languid to expreſs all which 
this kingdom, through its parliament, owes to the volunteers; 
but if it paſſes, I will move an additional vote of thanks, ex- 
prefſed in the former words of the Houſe on the ſame occaſion ; 
but the amendment made to it appears to me to be diſgraceful to 
the Houſe, an inſult to our protectors, ungrateful to our bene- 
faQors, and a frivolous ſubterfuge of ariſtocratic tyranny, 

The illuſtrious volunteers have been aſperſed with not being 
now the original volunteers of the kingdom, and that they have 
ceaſed to aid the civil magiſtrate. Both are falſehoods if . 
to the army of Ulſter, I am bold to ſay, that out of fifteen 
thouſand men, not three hundred have been changed, except by 
change of officers for delinquency, or by death; and I will put 
the Houſe in poſſeſſion of a memorable inſtance of their ſupport 
of his Majeſty's officer, the laws, and their own honour. 

A captain of a volunteer corps in the county of Down, a 
raſh young man, had induced his company to aid him in reſiſting 
the execution of the ſheriff's writ : one of the Belfaſt reviews was 
then approaching, and among four thouſand men there was not a 
corps to be found who would attend the review unleſs that raſh 
young man was excluded from the volunteer army; which, with 
is whole company, immediately took place. 

The volunteers have been aſperſed for intermeddling in poli- 
tics; but I hope that inſtitution never will ceaſe, until as citizens, 
and in co-operation with the whole Iriſh people, they have re- 
ſtored to their country a real repreſentation of the people in parlia- 
ment; — that they will never lay down their arms *till they have 
reſcued their country from a baneful ariſtocracy. Their interfer- 
ence in political ſubjects is conſtitutional, becauſe they are alſo 
citizens; and it hath been ratified by the approbation of the Bri- 
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tiſh miniſtry, nay honoured by the father of his people himſelf, 
who condeſcended to receive the deputies appointed at the ſecond 
Dungannon meeting, to lay their prayers for his proſperity, and 
the tender of their lives and fortunes, at the foot of the t one; 
and the addreſs thoſe deputies preſented to their ſovereign waz 
declared by the miniſter of the day to be the moſt loyal of peti- 
tions, and the tranſaction was announced to the empire at large 
through the medium of the Gazette, 

I repeat that I think the motion of the right honourable gen- 
- tleman too moderate; and I feel, Sir, great indignation, I con- 
feſs, at the amendment of the right honourable gentleman—it i 
a mean ſubterfuge, and meant to undermine that which they dare 
not openly deſtroy. 


Sir Tuomas Oszorne.—lt will be the pride and pleaſure of 
my life to own that the true volunteers have been the faviours of 
their country; that the true volunteers were as much above the 

iſe of the Houle of Commons, as the factious turbulence of the 
itious volunteers are below it; and it would degrade praiſe 
indiſcriminately to beſtow it. 


Mr. SexjeanT FiTzGERALD.—1 wiſh I may have miſtaken 
the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one in what he ſaid; 
I truſt that it was my miſapprehenſion of the words which I ſup- 
poſed the honourable gentleman to have ſaid has made me think 
that honourable gentleman was diforderly. I think that gentle- 
man has ſaid that he wiſhed the volunteers would not lay down 
* their arms *till they had reſcued their country from a baneful 
c ariſtocracy.” 


Mr. W. Topp Joxnes.—Theſe, Sir, were my words. The 
volunteers are citizens as well as ſoldiers, and I hope that they 
will proce@ to free this country from a baneful ariſtocracy, and 
aid the populace—By the populace, Sir, I mean the people, to 
obtain a complete and effectual parliamentary reform. 


Mr. SexjeanT FiTzGeRALD,—Is any man to tell this Houſe 
that any body will aid the populace, and not the conſtitution ? 


Mr. W. Topp Joxes,—vir, I do not riſe to retract my words— 
By populace, I before ſaid, 1 meant the people, the magnanimous 
people of Ireland. 


Mr. Sexjeant FirTzceralD,—The honourable gentleman 
ſays that his feelings were much agitated ; his feelings were not 
more agitated than mine when I heard ſuch a declaration. Sir, I 
ſhall never fit calm when J hear any force, external or internal, 
threatened to overawe this Houſe, Sir, if it were faid that the 
army, which is our own, ſhould not lay down their arms until 
they had freed us from an ariſtocracy, what would not be our 
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indignation? I hope the Houſe will on this occaſion expreſs an 
equal degree of indignation, at leaft that they will vote for the 
amendment. I will not ſuffer any thing to be mentioned in this 
Houſe that can raiſe an undue influence. Why is it held unpar- 
liamentary to uſe the name of Majeſty, but that our debates 
ould not be overawed? And is not this an attempt to overawe ? 


Mr. Busuz.,—1 do not riſe to ſpeak on the ſubject; the 
honourable gentleman has ſaid enough, as much as if he had 
ſpoken a volume, If the volunteers are acceſſible to ſuch doc- 
trines, the honourable gentleman has made them dangerous; and 
if they have ſuch principles, they ought not to remain embodied. 
The ariſtocracy is as much a part of the conſtitution as any other. 


Sir HENRY CavenDisa.—This queſtion requires coolneſs. 
Coolneſs to bear, and firmneſs to repreſs that indignation which 
every freeman muſt feel on ſuch an occaſion. I never heard ſuch 
a thing uttered without a motion to have the words taken down 
by the clerk, and a queſtion on the conduct of the gentleman 
ſpeaking them, if the words were not retracted, We are now to 
ſupport lawful authority. But I ſhall not, however, move to 
have the honourable gentleman's words taken down, but give 
him leave to retrat them. I ſhall only conclude by ſayin 
that coolneſs is abſolutely neceſſary to be called to the diſcuſſion 
of this queſtion, and we are not to give way to a menace, 


Sir EDWAAD NewENHam,—-l at firſt only ſeconded the 
motion, being ſo very unwell as to be ſcarce able to ſpeak z 
but from what fell from the honourable member behind me, I am 
urged to riſe, and expreſs my diſapprobation of it. No man 
reveres the volunteers more than I; but as a volunteer and citizen 
I reprobate the idea of inviting men to threaten and intimidate 
parliament, and I would be the firſt to diſavow them were they to 
receive ſuch advice. And if the volunteers attempt, as a body 
of armed men, to intimidate or compel the parliament to accede 
to any particular propoſition, I would be againſt them, and for 


tis ſolid reaſon—leſt on a future day government, ever fond of 


borrowing edent for their conduct, might overawe the freedom 
of debate by che military force of a ſtanding army, and which 
they did in Lord Townſhend"s time. 

As a friend to the peace of the kingdom I muſt vote againſt 
my right honourable colleague's amendment, as it fully implies 
an infult or cenſure upon thoſe volunteers who continue the 
uſe of arms, and in my opinion they deſerve the higheſt praiſe, 
As it has been ſaid the other night, and inſerted in ſome of the 
ublic papers, that the volunteers of the county and city of 

ublin refuſed to attend the city magiſtrates, 1 wrote a letter 
to the right honourable the Lord Mayor, whom I deem one 
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of the worthieſt and moſt virtuous magiſtrates that ever held that 
office, requeſting to know the particulars, if ſuch refuſal had been 
made? His lordſhip's anſwer, [which he read] fully aſſerted that 
ſuch corps had attended, and mounted guard night and day; that 
he knew of no inſtance in which they refuſed the call of the city 
. magiſtrate; that he had quelled riots, and protected property 

with their aſſiſtance ; and that he placed the greateſt confidence 
in their zeal and activity upon every proper occaſion, 


Mr. Joxes —When I firſt roſe I was much heated and agi- 
tated, from an opinion that the reputation of a body of men to 
whom my life is devoted, had been aſperſed; but now, as the 
gentlemen ſeem to aim their animadverſiom at me alone, I an 
perfectly compoſed. Sir, the conſtruction of my words has been 
ſtrained. I did not mean that the volunteers ſhould continue in 
arms to coerce this Houſe—it was not my meaning—it was not my 
meaning that the men whoſe addreſs was received by Majeſty, 
and when ſay Majeſty, no man feels warmer loyalty, it was not 
my meaning that they ſhould coerce parliament z but I was irritat- 
ed at the diſteſpect ſhewn in the amendment: The reſolution 
was not too ſtrong as it ſtood at firſt. | | 


The SecxeTarY or STATE.—T think the honourable gen- 
tleman has ſufficiently explained himſelf; but he let fall an ex- 
refſion on which I muſtreply. He ſaid the army of Ulfter. Now 
pr that to be an unconſtitutional expreſſion; for there is no 
army known by the conſtitution but the king's army, nor will 
I ever own any army not under the controul of the executive 


power. 


Mr. BxownLow.—lIf I had introduced my propoſition in 
the language of the honourable gentleman (Mr. Todd Jones] 
it is polſible it might want an explanation, if the ſenſe of that 
honourable gentleman might be conceived to be the ſenſe of the 
volunteers; but that honourable gentleman has explained his 
meaning; and if he had not, ſhall the ſenſe of an individual go 
againſt and criminate a body? The amendment goes to declare 
a negative to their merits z for it commends thoſe who have 
laid down their arms, and by implication declares that thoſe who 
do net, deſerve cenſure. It needs no anſwer to it—It needs no 
argument to explain it- It is a ſevere cenſure upon men who 
have de ſerved the thanks and approbation of this Houſe. 


Sir HexcuLEs Lanckl5sne.—] believe no man in his ſenſes 
wiſhes the volunteer inſtitution ſhould be perpetual—It tends to 
create a jealouſy in the kingdom : And however it may be grate- 
ful to the feelings of ſome, the continuance muſt be derogatory 
to the honour of the conſtitution. 
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Mr. Gzoxee MonTcomery.—The amendment amounts to 
adirty ſarcaſm, It is, “ you have done us good ſervice, you 
have had the admiration of the Houſe, but we have no more 
uſe for you now, ſo go about your buſineſs.” 


Mr, MoLVNEUX.— Why do not gentlemen ſpeak out, and 
bid the volunteers to lay down their arms at once? Why do the 
not make an act of parliament to enforce them to lay down thoſe 
arms which they have wielded with ſo much glory ? On a former 
occaſion, a right honourable gentleman wiſhed to fritter away 
their characters. | 

[Here Mr. Molyneux was called to order for adverting to what 
had paſſed on a former day.] 

It has been faid that a corps had admitted a Frenchman or a 
foreigner. I mean, Sir, by a foreigner, one not an Iriſhman 

rhaps a Roman Catholic had been admitted into a corps— 

hen you had admitted them to have property, why ſhould you 
not admit them to have arms to defend it? Iam, and at all times 
have been, againſt every idea of admitting Roman Catholics into 
a ſhare of the eleQtive franchiſe. Sir, I ſhould expect that the 
volunteers ſhould be treated with fairneſs. The only inſtance in 
which they have been accuſed of acting improperly was in the 
caſe of the convention, and they delerve praiſe for the temper, 
moderation, and coolneſs with which they acted after they had 
received the hint of this Houſe, I wiſh to know if any gentle- 
man covets to ſee that illuſtrious body annihilated. When ano- 
ther war comes on you will then call for their aſſiſtance in vain, 
If they have no right to arms, they have no right to laws, The 
Dungannon reſolutions were brought forward in the Houſe by 
a right honourable gentleman, whom I hope to hear ſuſtain theic 
principles with that eloquence with which he introduced them, 
J hope their glory is not diminiſhed, and that it will diſpel the 
vapours now before him; and I truſt, by his means, they may 
be able to hand down to poſterity thoſe arms which they have 
wielded ſo nobly ; I ſhall therefore vote againſt the amendment, 
and heartily ſupport the original motion. 


SERJEANT TOLER.—] never thought it prudentthat parliament 
ſhould be too prompt to cenſure, or too laviſh of its applauſe— 
in either cate, the occaſion ought to be of magnitude to require 
the notice of this Houſe. On the preſent occaſion, | think the 
zmendment propoſed is calculated to qualify our approbation, 
and not even glancing at reproof; but that it is in every point 
conſiſtent with the dignified temper of the repreſentatives of the 
people. The gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has told us that he is 
anxious to hand down his arms to his poſterity z I am free to 
acknowledge, that my firſt anxiety is to hand the conſtitution to 
our poſterity as unſullied as are the brighteſt arms of the moſt 
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j 
virtuous volunteer ; and in order to effectuate that great purpoſe, 
it is neceſſary to intimate to the kingdom, and to the world, chat 
the uu citizens of Ireland are about to retire to cultivate the 
bleſſings of peace. | | 

The avowed intention of the right honourable mover of the 
original motion, was to wipe away what he was pleaſed to call 
an inſult on the volunteers by a late motion for a militia; and 
to diſparage that meaſure as incompatible with their honour, 
The right honourable member has endeavoured to palliate his 
motion, by removing the indiſcreet expreſſions of another gen- 
tleman at the ſame fide, and to take credit for the moderation of 
his own—l am ready to ſubſcribe to his ingenuity and abilities 
in dreſſing up a fin ſo religiouſly, that the devil could not know 
It to be of his own making. 

Is then the meaſure of a militia obnoxious to any body of men, 
and an interference with their political tenets? J have been lon 
ſince taught to believe that a well regulated militia was the mol 
conſlitutional force, for which the patriots of Great Britain and 
Ireland had often ſtruggled, as the beſt controul on a ſtanding 
army; and I am perſuaded that the moſt virtuous and ſpirited 
volunteers can never object to their becoming reſponſible to 
the law. | 

The conſtitution of this country knows of no national force 
as anſwerable for its protection, except it is recognized by the 
law, and under the direction of the executive power; any other 
force cannot be conſidered either as permanent, effeQual or ſalu- 

tary, nor can the law, which combines the ſtrength, and em- 
braces the military ardour of my countrymen, in a ſyſtem of diſ- 
cipline ſo liberal as that of the militia, be thought injurious to 
the liberties of Ireland. I think this will be a means of relievin 
a meritorious and illuſtrious body of men from the painful — 
expenſive ſervice in which they have been voluntarily engaged, 
but which their good ſenſe has taught them to be no longer neceſ- 
ſary. They have ſeen the giddy, turbulent, and the deſperate 
aſſume their functions, and blaſpheme their names, and daring 
to perſonate a body ct men, to whom they were aſſimilated only 
by the colours of their uniforms, whilft they were deſtitute of 
their principles, and ſtrangets to their virtues. 

How then can we heſitate to give this moderate admonition ? 
Are they averſe to hear, or are you averſe to tell them, that it 
is time to culti vate the bleſſings of peace? Do you wiſh to inti- 
mate to them that they are tor ever to continue in council and in 
arms ; to ereQ a military tyranny over yourſelves, and to invite 
them to another convention, in order that you may have your 
proceedings influenced by ſuch dangerous and diſcordant opinions 
as may be collected in ſuch a babble of politics, and leave the 
fpirit, the ardour, and ſafety of your country a prey to every 
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fidious demagogue ? Tis time to tell ſuch men that it 13 not 
for them to debate for the ſenate, or to decide for the judges, 


but that parliament will retain its authority, and will maintain 
the law of the land, 


Mr. Coxxy.—l hope, Sir, no part of my paſt conduct ever 
has, and that no part of my future conduct ever will, incur the 
imputation of that character juſt mentioned by the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt; and I truſt that I ſhall not appear to hold 
the language of a factious demagogue, notwithſtanding I ſhall 
differ from him entirely upon the preſent queſtion ; which, though 
moved by a right honourable gentleman out of office, I muſt think 
coming 1 the miniſter, eſpecially as it was the ſame gentleman 
who moved for a militia, Thus the miniſter ſkulks behind the 
tack of a country gentleman of real conſequence. The queſtion 
here ſeems to ſuggeſt three objects to our 8 this 
amendment, it is avowedly intended to expreſs a defire that the 
volunteers ſhould diſarm. 1 therefore think, Sir, that the pro- 
poſed militia, the diſatming of the volunteers, and the conduct 
of the miniſtry, are ſubſtantially connected, and ought to be 
united objects of the Houſe upon this occaſion. With regard to 
the firſt object, no man can doubt that a militia was the conſtitu- 
tional force of theſe kingdoms, and that a ſtanding army is kept 
under the permiſſion and by the ſufferance of parliament, and not 
otherwiſe; the conſtitutionality therefore of a militia is not the 
queſtion, but whether you will adopt it under the circumſtances 
in which it is demanded. A militia has always heretofore been 
a favourite meaſure of the country; why ? becauſe it was always 
heretofore to be in oppoſition to the meaſure of a ſtanding 
army z whereas, in the 3 caſe, it is to be in ſuperaddition 
to a ſtanding army already granted. It has been a popular mea- 
ſure, becaule the landed intereſt and great property of the country 
has heretofore been conſulted upon it ; but in the prefent caſe 
which of them have been conſulted ? not a man on this fide of 
the Houſe, of all thoſe who are formed here of the deſcription I 
mention, and who are certainly entitled, many of them, to their 
hace of reſpectability, in common with the great property on 
the other fide of the Houle, and ought certainly not totally to be 
overlooked in a meaſure which may poſſibly affect that property, 
and which certainly comes home to their conſequence and itation 
in the country. A militia is indeed a conſtitutional force chiefly 
from this, that it is the property of the country which is armed, 
and the greater landed properties diiect the uſe of thoſe arms; 
but ſurely it falls off from this deſcription when it is introduced 
without the conſent or participation of the landed property of 
the country, brought forward by ſurprize, without the ſmalleſt 
notice given to the Houle till tet 1; had voted a great ſtanding 
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army, and even at a late and unſeaſonable hour, without a ſingle 
line of an eſtimate of any kind, and without any inſtruction to 
the committee of ſupply. Theſe circumſtances will change the 
nature of the meaſure with regard to its preſent expediency, and 
give ſome doubrs to thoſe whom I ſee around me, who otherwiſe 
might have cordially ſupported the fair and manly introduction 
of it. 

But this is not all, Sir. A militia has heretofore been deemed 
neceſſary, to teach the country the uſe of arms againſt occaſions 
of emergency ; the people of this country have that knowledge 
already, and may be at any time called upon in point of expeni- 
neſs; the volunteers are already ſkilled in diſcipline to a ſufficient 
4 8 But it ſeems, dir, that they are to diſarm; with what 
Juſtice to their conduct this is directed by parliament we ought 
to examine; and why you are to load this country unneceſſarily 
with the expe ce of a militia, and why, with a great ſtanding 
army, and the addition of a militia in aid of it, you are to ſhake 
their arms from the hands of the volunteers, certainly demands 
ſome conſideration, If you have a reliance on the conduct of 
the volunteers, ſurely it is equally unneceſſary to diſarm them az 
it is to vote a militia: If you mean to expreſs ſuſpicion of them, 
which is alone the ground on which thoſe two meaſures are to 
be ſupported, how unworthy a calumny do you throw upon their 

aſt deportment, by your unjuſtifiable ſuſpicions of the future! 
iro blame their paſt conduct mult ſurely appear a calumny, when 
you conſider what it has been. The volunteers armed them- 
ſelves, not by the approbation alone, but at the inſtigation of 
the government; they defended your iſland, by prevention, 
againſt the invaſion of a foreign enemy, while they internal! 
ſupported the municipal power, and were a terror alone to thole 
who were the enemies of good government and of the laws,— 
Their progreſs, and the civilization of the country, went hand 
in hand. heir exertions were the emanations of political virtue, 
their ſucceſſes were the glory of Ireland, and their moderation 
was the wonder of the world ! They purſued their glorious career 
with a rapidity that ſeemed rather to direct, than be ſubject to 
the controul of human affairs. If from the velocity with which 
they advanced, they for, an inſtant paſſed the goal at which the 
coldeſt prudence would have repreſſed their courle, is the mo- 
mentary offence to be for ever without remitlion ? Parliament faw 
and dilapproved this warmth, and with a warmth perhaps lels 
Juſtifiable than theirs, and not without ſome aſperity, declared 
their diſapprobation. The offence was inſtantly atoned for by 
the offenders. To have corrected the error is a virtue of a more 
exalted name, perhaps, than never to have any ways erred at all; 
and in my mind, the offence itſelf, together with the aſperity of 
its correction, might well have been ſuffered to reſt under the 
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cover of unqualified and filent ſubmiſſion. Suffer them then, Sir, 
to go on peaceably in that courſe in which they have held the 
even tenor of their way. The impetus generated by the magni- 
tude of the body itſelf, or which was, perhaps, impreſſed upon 
it by an inviſible hand (as I have heard it deſcribed by the elo- 
quence of a tongue which has heretofore held you ſuſpended in 
admiration of their virtues) will ſoon be exhauſted, Reſt and 
tranquillity are the centre to which human actions gravitate z the 
exertions of human nature are not ininite nor inexhauſtible, but 
will at length ſubſide of themſelves into repoſe and reſt. To 
that point the volunteers have nearly arrived, if not diſturbed by 
the rude ſhock of miniſterial violence. Suffer them then to ſub- 
ſide ; and when they are about to retire, do not give the retreat 
the deſcription of ſkulking from reproach, nor diſturb their repoſe 
under the laurels they have gained, by the blaſt of ſuſpicion. 
Suffer them to hand down to their children, to whom they ſhall 
relate their ſtory, a conſcious ſelf-applauſe and an unblemiſhed 
reputation, together with the arms by which they were won, 
It is not juſtice, nor is it wiſdom, to violate the deareſt feelings 
of the human breaſt ; paſſions there are within it which, when 
rouſed, refuſe the controul of human power, as -they do the 
government of human reaſon. The Roman who had bravely 
conquered, and by the glorious conqueſt ſaved his country, irri- 
tated and ſtung to paſlion by unjuſt reproaches and ill-timed 
taunts, while he gloried in his triumph, yielded to the impulſe 
of his rage—ſtained all his glories with a ſiſter's blood. | 

I own, Sir, I am not the more anxious to take the arms from 
the hands of the volunteers, when I contemplate the conduct of 
the miniſtry on that point, and the militia—A militia, and a mean 
ſuſpicion tacked to the tail of it. If the militia is a meaſure ofthe 
miniſtry, why not avow it? If not, and that they only ſnatched 
at it as an unexpected acquiſition of power and influence, offered 
to them from another hand, I am but little inclined to give them 
ſuch power and influence, ſince from their own forbearing to 
demand, they tacitly allow it is not neceſſary for the gentlemen 
of the country. Have the miniſtry any ſyſtem of government? J 
do not ſuppoſe they will have the preſumption to attempt govern- 
ing a country without one, and confeſs the delinquency z though, 
toſay the truth, it appears as if they had no ſyſtem of govern- 
ment ſince their adminiſtration appears to be a flimſey tiſſue of 
expedients, where every miniſter throws in his own weak and 
unconnected meaſure. Ic they have a ſyſtem, what ſort of 
ſyſtem muſt it be that could be formed without any notice of a 
meaſure of ſo great importance, one that is of the ſubſtantial and 
eſſential part of the government of the country, ſo decidedly as a 
_— me Or being formed 2 what fort of ſyſtem muſt 
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it be, how lax, how undefined, how futile, that can admit + 
meaſure of ſuch magnitude to be forced into it by an extrinſic 
hand, and yet not be deranged in any of its parts? And what 
ſort of ſyſtem muſt it be, that in its whole is equally good either 
with or without the great and enormous part, a militia ? But, 


Sir, if they have a ſyſtem of government, why have they not 


declared it to parliament? They have not declared any, and that 
muſt be either becauſe they have none, or having one, it is ſuch 
as will not bear the eye of parliament, and what they do not dare to 
_ avow ; and therefore it is that they ſhrunk from the manly conf 
dence of openly propoſing this meaſure, and ſkulk for protection 
behind the cover of charaQers reſpected and beloved, in order to 
hide the deſign with which they look for this addition of accumu- 
lated power. It has been aſked, ſhall parliament be afraid of 
paſſing a militia law, overawed by volunteers? Sir, I ain not 
more addicted to councils of a timid complexion perhaps than 
other men, nor am I more inclined to yield to the preſſure either 
of threats or coercion z but, Sir, I have a notion of taking the 
approbation of thoſe that are governed, to the acts of thoſe who 
govern; and this, Sir, though they had no arms in their hands; 
nor ſhould I the leſs attend to it becauſe they have arms. Opini- 
on, Sir, is the foundation of government—ir is by opinion that 
the individual governs, in abſolute monarchies, the million— 
and the few, in mixed governments, the many; andit is equally 
true in both, notwithſtanding that that opinion is fear in the firſt, 
as it is confidence in their governors in free governments, like 
ours; thoſe who neglect the approbation of the governed in ſuch 
governments, are neither true to the ſubjects, nor faithful to the 
ſovereign. If, Sir, government is forced to deduce the ſyſtem of 
the preſent governors for themſelves by analogy, what has parlia- 
ment to contemplate ? Suppreſſion of trial by jury; exceſſive 
exerciſe of the authority of the crown, committed to its ſervants, 
to the diſcontent of the community, and the oppreſſion of indi- 
'viduals ; the ſupport of a great ſtanding army, and the ſuper- 
addition of a further military force in form of a militia z the diſ- 
arming of the landholders of the country; the forcing of mea- 
ſures in parliament, and propelling them with a violence that 
precludes all conſideration ; the want of moderation in every 
conjuncture? Thee things, Sir, are thoſe from which we are to 
deduce their ſyſtem of government. There was a time, Sit, 
when miniſters were choſen for their wiſdom, their ſagacity and 
experience; there was a time when conſtitutional and habitual 
violence of character were bars to office; there was a time when 
rapacity for private intereſt and emolument were bars to office 
there was a time when diſregard and contempt of public opinion 
were bars to office; unfortunately for the preſent, ſuch are not 
the docttines of the day. If I am accuſed of fear, in wiſhing to 
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ſee the public opinion and confidence invited to follow the aQts of 
the miniſtry, if by that fear is meant moderation, caution, and a 
ſolicitude for future events, I plead guilty to the charge; I 
plead guilty to the accuſation of every thing that is unlike to, and 
the reverſe of, the conduct of the preſent miniſtry; and I glory 
in the conviction, that] ſball have the applauſe of an approvin 
nation for the virtuous criminality you impute. To ſuch men i 
am not much inclined to truſt a ſudden and dark acceſſion of 
power; and I truſt that this Houſe, proud of that new dignity 
of which every man who fits in it feels conſcious, will not be 
perſuaded to inſult thoſe men who formerly were their glory and 
their pride, to whom you owe your preſent ſtation of reſpeQ, 
and by whoſe virtuous exertions you have been raiſed. 


Sir NicuoLas LawLEss.—Sir, a plain man like me riſes 
with very great diſad vantage to deliver his opinion after the elo- 
quent gentleman who has juſt ſpoken, or indeed after moſt of 
thoſe who have riſen on the queſtion. What I ſhall ſay by way 
of excuſe is, that I ſhall detain the Houſe a very few minutes. 

Gentlemen on both ſides of this Houſe join in their praiſes 
of thoſe glorious volunteers, who have been the terror of our 
enemies and the protectors of their country during the war; and 
I moſt heartily concur in giving them my ſhare in thoſe well 
merited — But, Sir, happily we have ſeen the hour of 
peace arrivez we are in full poſſeſſion of a conſtitution the ad- 
miration of the reſt of the world, out judicature is reſtored, and 
afew nights ago reſolutions paſſed this Houſe, which I will 
venture tocall the charter of our trade. What therefore can be 
deſired to make us what it depends upon ourſelves to become, 
the happieſt people in the univerſe? But to turn our thoughts 
tothe cultivation of the arts of peace, and laying aſide the pomp 
of military parade, encourage the artiſan to return to his loom, 
and the countryman to change his ſward for a plowſhare. But 
I will add another reaſon, Sir, and in my opinion a very ſtron 
one, for wiſhing the volunteers may lay down their arms; a 
it is that the ancient enemies of the Britiſh empire will always 
entertain hopes, however ill founded, they may foment diviſions 
amongſt us, and find abettors, whilſt a body of men unknown 
to the law exiſt in the country with arms in their hands. 

It ſeemed to me, Sir, as if ſomething had been ſaid in this de- 
bate, as if the volunteers might ſtill be uſeful in the great buſineſs 
of parliamentary reform ; but, Sir, I hope I was miſtaken, and 
that no gentleman could introduce fo unconſtitutional a doctrine, 
and that no gentleman in this Houſe will ever be influenced in 
his vote by any armed body whatever. For my part, Sir, the 
buſineſs of reform is a matter on which I will own I have not 
made up my mind z but this _ I will fay, that I have never 
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yet ſeen a plan of reform to which I could give my approbation 
or aſſent, To her parliamentary repreſentatives Ireland owes her 
liberties, and all the merit I can allow the volunteers in that buſi. 
neſs is, according to the expreſſion of a right honourable gentle. 
man, to have ſtood at the back of parliament. 

The other night, Sir, we voted an army of twelve thouſand 
men for the defence of this country, a meaſure which I very highly 
approve. We have alſo voted a ſupply of twenty thouſand 
pounds for arming and cloathing a militia, a meaſure of which! 
declare I knew nothing until it was introduced. This, Sir, will 
I hope be an ample ſecurity to us, and ſufficient to allow the vo- 
lunteer to retire from his labours with honour, and to a line of 
life in which he may act with no leſs utility to his own benefit 
and to that of the community. 

] ſhall detain the Houſe no longer, Sir, but to expreſs my 
hearty —— of the reſolution introduced by the very 
reſpeQable character who generally fits on this bench, and to 
approve it ſtill more with the amendment propoſed by the right 
honourable gentleman on the other fide. 


Right Honourable Luxe Gaxpiner,—As it has been faid 
that this meaſure is introduced by ſurpriſe, I think it neceſſary 
to contradict the aſſertion.—When the repreſentatives of the 
people are aſſembled for the purpoſe of granting the ſupplies for 
the enſuing year, is, I apprehend, the proper time for providing 
againſt every expence. In the committee of ſupplies I therefore 
made the motion for providing for the expence of a militia. If! 

had let the committee of ſupply paſs by without this motion, it 
would then be ſaid I was too late, and the militia bill, like the 
laſt, would have proved ineffectual. Suppoſe that the laſt bill was 
ſtill in exiſtence, (and there were not ten men in the Houſe who 
knew that it had expired ;) ſuppoſe, I ſay, it was till in exiſt 
ence, would any man ſay that the proviſion which is now pro- 
poſed to carry ſuch a bill into effect would have been a ſurpriſe? 
—neither can any man now with juſtice call the reſolation of the 
committee of ſupply a ſurpriſe. 

I am glad to find the gentlemen who oppoſe the amendment 
confeſs it would be for the intereſt and advantage of Ireland, 
that the volunteers ſhould now retire to cultivate the arts 
of peace, and ſhould lay by their arms. But what is the argu- 
ment? They ſay the volunteers will of themſelves do this, if the 
parliament does not interfere 3 but that as they have the greatel 
reſpect for 3 if parliament does interfere, they will 
not lay their arms afide. This, I cohfeſs, is a new ſtile of argu- 
ing, but it is the greateſt calumny that can be uttered againſt the 
volunteers, _ 

Gentlemen, indeed, ſay the volunteers are calumniated in the 
reſolution before the Houſe ; in which part of it? Not in the 


firſt part that comes from the gentlemen themfelyes, nor ſurely 
in the amendment, which is couched in terms of the higheſt re- 
ſpect. What is the language of the whole? Gentlemen, ye have 
erved your country with honour z you have gained her infinite 
advantages; your labours are now crowned with peace, retire 
now, and enjoy the bleſſings of that proſperity to which your 
country will moſt certainly arrive, if you cheriſh induſtry and 
attend to commerce. Sir, this is the language which I avow. 

Much has been ſaid againſt a militia by a gentleman who once 
made it his favourite object; but I call upon every man who has 
property in this country to ſay, whether he would not rather 
oy oe the defence of that property to a militia, officered by gen- 
tlemen of property in the country, having the king's 1 
in their pockets, to men under due ſubordination and accounta- 
ble for their actions, than to perſons who, if any commotion 
ſhould ariſe, might juſt take what part they pleaſe. 

We have ſettled our conſtitution, and are now finally adjuſt- 
ing our trade. There remains nothing then but to eſtabliſh a 

manent conſlicutional force for the defence of the country; 
this therefore is the moſt proper time to provide for a militia. 


Mr. Busne.—In ſpeaking of the volunteers, I ſlrall avoid the 
ingratitude of indiſcriminate cenſure, and the abſurdity of indiſ- 
criminate praiſe. Their only defamers are thoſe who confound 
the old and real volunteers of Ireland, with thoſe whoſe miſcon- 
duct has diſgraced the inſtitution. There was a time when the 
volunteer army reſembled one of thoſe holy places which pro- 
tected itſelf from intruſion, by its own ſanctity, and by the re- 
verence which was paid to it. That time is at an end; the 
prophane have forced into it, and have defiled it, and we muſt 
ſbut the door if we would preſerve any of its antient honour, and 
reſcue it from the contempts which will follow its daily profana- 
tion, The honourable gentleman [Mr. Corry] tells us, that the 
volunteers will decline of themſelves, if we ſhall be filent upon 
the ſubject; I believe indeed that the moſt reſpectable of them 
are inclined to do ſo. Diſguſted at their new and deſpicable 
aſſociates, and tired of a labour which has no longer the ſame ob- 
jeQs, the armed property of Ireland is retiring from the ſervice, 
and the armed beggary of the _— is raiſing itſelf in its ſtead, 
But for that very reaſon, I would ſeize the preſent moment to 
eſtabliſh a militia in the place of the volunteers; becauſe I wiſh 
that the armed property of the kingdom ſhould not retire from the 
ſervice of their country, and that the ſword of the armed ſedition 
ſhould be broken, I therefore wiſh for a militia at this moment, 
and ſhall ſupport that meaſure of ſurpriſe which has been debat- 
ed only three times before the bill has been brought in; and ſhall 
ſupport this unſyſtematical miniſtry, who in the courſe of three 
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weeks have done no more, than to propoſe digeſted plans for 
ſettling the trade, the liberty, and the peace of the kingdom for 
ever. 

Every thing, except the interpoſition of parliament has already 


been tried to prevent the degeneracy of the volunteer body. The 


truly reſpectable nobleman who preſides over it has interpoſed 


with his councils. The true volunteers of Ireland have reſpected 


his interpoſition, and have diſdained any farther intercourſe with 
the new and deſpicable levies who diſgraced them by their inter- 
eourſe. But what has been the conſequence ? 'The men whole 
faciety has been diſclaimed, have armed and arrayed themſelves 
men of no property and of every perſuaſion aſſume the character 
of volunteers, and diſdained as aſſociates, have become our rirals 
in arms. Every day ſhews us the impoſſibility of preſerving in 
its purity, an inſtitution into which every man living can intrude 
himſelf at pleaſure. In the county of Kerry, we have information 
of men, calling themſelves volunteers, who have beat off one of 
his Majeſty's floops of war with their ſmall arms and their cannon, 
In another, I have, as a magiſtrate, granted my warrant againſt 


perſons for committing a murder in their uniforms. In many 


places we hear of men calling themſelves volunteers, who take 


pay by the day. What man, what potentate in Europe may not 
d mern this country whom he may array anddiſcipline, under 
the name of volunteers; how can we know, diſtinguiſh or pre- 
vent them. There is nota prince in Europe who cannot have 


; ſoldiers in Ireland independent of parliament, and ſubje& to no 


ſpecific and peculiar law, except one prince only, and that isour 


own ſovereign and the King of Great Britain. 


General Cunnincnam.—There is no man exiſting who has 
2 ſtronger love for the country in which he lives than J have, no 
man who more reſpeQs the real volunteers than I do; but 1 
would not have the men who now afſume that name, ſuffered to 
be a bug-bear to parliament z and I fay while ſuch men remain 
in arms, I do not think my property ſafe. Was I to ſing the 
_ of the volunteers who armed themſelves in the laſt war, I 

uld, I am ſure, be able to give the Houſe pleaſure upon that 
ſabje& for many hours; no men could potibly act with more 
ſpirit and loyalty. I then commanded in the South, and I can 
vouch that they undertook every ſervice that I aſſigned them 
with chearfulneſs, and executed it with effect. [The General 
then quoted ſome well known inſtances, as the eſcorting of 709 
French priſoners from Kinſale, &c.] That was the true ſpirit of 
volunteers, but how different was that from the conduct of the 
rabble that aſſembled in Marlborough-green laſt ſummer, when 
ſeditious wretches went about and put a ſhilling into each man's 
hand who would receive it, and enliſted him to carry arms as 4 
volunteer. 
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Sir, the Exiſtence of a body of armed men in the land not be- 
ing under the authority of government, is the cauſe that Ireland 
does not thrive in the manner ſhe ought to do from every other 
circumſtance. It is the reaſon that people do not bring their pro- 
perty here; no man in his ſenſes would do it, for though the 
conduct of the original volunteers has been maderate, De Moivre 
could not calculate the chances there were againſt that mode- 
ration. 

I myſelf know two inſtances of gentlemen from the Eaſt Indies, 
who were deſirous of ſettling in Ireland, and bringing with them 
very large fortunes that they had acquired abroad; but as ſoon as 
they ſaw by our newſpapers the ſtate this country was lately in, 
they altered their determination; and their very great capital is 
loſt to Ireland for ever; wiſhing therefore that ſuch a bad opini- 
on as is entertained of us by foreigners may be done away, and 


that the volunteers may depart in peace, I vote for the amend- 
ment, 


Mr. Bux cn, (of Oldtown.)—There is a difference of conduct 
in gentlemen on the treaſury bench and where I fit. Gentlemen 
with whom I act have meetings. It is dangerous to acknowledge 
ſuch a thing; however ſo it is, that they have had meetings, and 
one object of their meetings was, not to bring forward any queſ- 
tion on which the public mind might be agitated, *till the com- 
mercial regulations would be ſettled. One of the queſtions is, 
to vote thanks to the volunteers. I confeſs that I was averſe to 
ſuch a propoſition, There have been, however, people ſince, 
who came forward with a challenge, and. told us we dare not 
bring forward the queſtion; but government did not dare to give 
notice of the attack. 1 was fick when the firſt propoſition for a 
militia came on, I own I hardly dared to bring forward a queſ- 
tion about the volunteers, becauſe I knew contumely and con- 
tempt would be the conſequence. I knew that there are men 
with weak minds, whom power made giddy and raſh, and I did 
not wiſh myſelf to give ſuch men the power of being inſolent. 
They protect themſelves under two kinds of deſcriptions of vo- 
luntezrs; they pretend there are the old and the new. If the merits 
of ſifty thouſand men are to be determined upon, and decided 
againſt, on account of the defects of a few, it will be hard indeed. 
But it will become the Houſe to conſider the merits of the vo- 
luntcers, before they make the deciſion. A noble lord, who is 
Juſtly praiſed and highly conſidered by all parties, would not 
tell you that the volunteers ate thus contaminated. Aſk him the 
character of the volunteers in the North, and thoſe of the Weſt 
(and there is not a man a more impartial judge of them)—He 
knows and loves them. Every thing which has been now ob- 
jected might have been a vear ago. The Dungannon reſolutions 
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were objectionable. The right honourable gentleman who 
brought them forward would not now feel their ſpirit objection- 
able. Adminiſtration have every way ated imprudently, 
They ſtrove to prevent county meetings; what was the conſe- 
quence ? they filled congre!s as full as it could hold. If county 
meetings were dangerous, why not at firſt prevent them? The 
conduct of adminiſtration on that occaſion was very like the 
bullying of puſillanimity. It has been ſaid ſome volunteers 
receive pay—it has been ſaid that ſome people in this Houſe 
receive pay. I hope the honourable gentleman will poſtpone his 
amendment; it would appear a moſt abſurd thing to demand the 
army and militia alſo. If, however, the right honourable gentle. 
man ſhould inſiſt on the motion, I ſhall think it neceſſary to qua- 
lify it by an amendment of this nature, ** notwithſtanding this 
*© Houſe has, within this week, thought it neceſſary to provide 
<< a further force for protecting the nation and its police.“ 


Mr. CoxnoLLyY.—lI own I have a great liking for a militia, az 
I think it a more conſtitutional army; and I ſee no reaſon to be 
againſt it now in favour of the volunteers. If the volunteers are 
the armed property of the nation, ſo is a militia, and it will keep 
arms in the ſame hands as the principal volunteers, 


Mr. FLood called to the Clerk to read the votes of thanks to 
the volunteers, which being done from the journals, he ſaid, 
Now, Sir, you fee that the motion before you contains nothing 
but what has been repeatedly expreſſed by the Houſe, yet it is 2 
motion of real importance. You have frequently returned thanks 
to thoſe protectors of cur liberties, thoſe guardians of our rights, 
Theſe thanks we have heard read, paſſed unanimouſly ; and no 
man, even now, Can aſſert, that the ſervices of the volunteers, 
during the late war, have not been eminently uſeful, and that 
they had frequently exerted themlelves in the protection of public 
peace. And indeed, Sir, when my right honourable friend 
made you the motion, I imagined you were all ſo well ſatisfied 
with the truth which it contained, that there would have been no 
debate. But now, Sir, the debate is become intereſting indeed. 
A right honourable gentleman has moved you an amendment, 
which I think unconſtitutional. Sir, the hrit principle of the 
conſtitution is, that every proteſiant ſhall have the liberty to 
poſſeſs and learn the uſe of arms for his defence—it is a right 
which God and nature gives him, and his amendment goes to 
approve the conduc of men who had laid down thote arms, 
which, by the conſtitution, they are bound to bear, 
Now, Sir, who makes this amendment? The very man who 
the other night moved for the ſum of 20, oool. to clothe a militia. 
Sit, I was a warm, and a firm advocate for a militia on a former 
day—and why? — becauſe, Sir, it was the conſtitutional army of 
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the people and on that day I was oppoſed by ſome of the very 


ntlemen who are now ſtrenuous for the meaſure, 

When war was raging, when the kingdom was in a ſtate of 
danger, every hour expoſed to the invaſion of the enemy, we had 
not ſo great an army throughout the whole kingdom as we have 
at this moment of profound peace in the metropolis. The very 
right honourable gentleman who has brought forward the motion 
at this day, in the hour of peril moved you to lend five thouſand 
men to the ſervice of Great Britain. I ſay, Sir, the right 
honourable gñentlemen, at a time when by poſſibility we could 
not have had more than eight thouſand men, and when every 
man alive knew we had not eight thouſand men, moved you to 
lend five thouſand of our troops. He did not then call for the 
militia z at the time when an act of parliament was in being, I 
aſk him why he did not move for money to clothe the militia ? 
and why does he do it when the law that gave them exiſtence has 
expired? I was, I ſay, a friend to a militia—why ?—becauſe the 

ople did not know the uſe of arms, which they ought to have 
— but now I am againſt a militia, becauſe the people do 
know the uſe of arms. The effe has been obtained, conſequently 
the cauſe does not remain, The name of Lord Chatham has 
been made uſe of; he was the friend to the conſtitution, and his 
name will ever be uſed by thoſe who are deſirous to ſubvert it. 
But what did my Lord Chatham ſay? He was for a militia in 
Great Britain—and why? becauſe the people had negleQed the 
uſe of arms; and he was not for a militia in Scotland, becauſe 
there the people had not negleQed the uſe of arms. So on a 
former day I was for a militia, that the men of Ireland might be 
trained to arms ; and I am not for it now, becauſe the men of 
Ireland are at preſent ſufficiently trained. 

Now, Sir, the armed citizen is the conſtitutional defence; the 
armed mercenary is unconſtitutional ; and every ſeſſion, when 
you enact a ſupply for a mercenary army, the preamble of the 
ſtatute declares them unconſtitutional, I do not mean any offence 
tothe ſuperior officers—by no means ; bur thoſe very officers will 
themſelves admit that the common men are taken from the 
loweſt of the rabble. The mercenary army is a great machine, 
governed by a ſingle hand, and I do not believe even the very 
officers I mention would hold themſelves at liberty to diſpute 
whatever orders they ſhould receive. 

The mercenary army is an addition to the influence of the 
crown, the militia was an incteaſe to the influence of the people; 
but now the mercenary army is not to be leſſened, and a militia 
is to be ſuperadded to 1ncreale the influence of the crown, and to 
diminith the influence of the people. From ſuch an adminiſtration ' 

would not accept of a militia, IJ have aſked myſelf many 
queſtions z I have aſked why is the army in the metropolis 
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greater in a time of peace than that throughout the whole king. 
dom it was in time of war? I have aſked why are unheard-of bar- 
racks erected within the caſtle walls? I have aſked why is a 
militia to be ſuperadded to the army? I have aſked why this 
defire to diſarm the volunteers? And I can give myſelf but one 
anſwer to them all—becauſe adminiſtration wiſh to cruſh the peo- 
ple; their aim is to divide them, and for this purpoſe every ſtate 
trap, and even the ſacred name of religion, has been uſed. 
The freedom of the preſs has been annihilated, the trial by jury 
ſubverted, a large mercenary army continued, and a militia ſu- 
peradded, to ſtrengthen the power of the miniſter. 

Conſcious that your deeds would be productive of cenſure, the 
freedom of the preſs was to be deſtroyed, but not calumny, 
No; thoſe printers who publiſhed truths were to fall victims to 
the fury of adminiſtration, while thoſe who publiſhed the baſeſt 
falſchoods againſt the friends of liberty were to be protected, and 
paid by the miniſters of the crown; thus offering to flander the 
double protection of emolument and impunity; while truth alone 
was to be puniſhed; and how to be puniſhed ? not by a trial by 
jury; no, one juryman might be honeft, and ſo deſtroy your 
hopes: but by attachment, on which judges were to decide 
without jury, without writ of error, without appeal. Thus the 
rights of the people are in every inſtance violated ; the preſs is no 
longer free, but calumny is licenſed; the people are no longer 
Judges of criminality, and men are even bound to accuſe them- 
felves. You ſay you do not compel them to anſwer, but their 
filence is attributed to their guilt. A militia is to be raiſed, 
not that the people may learn the uſe of arms, but that the peo- 
ple may be obliged to lay down their arms. Thus are the volun- 
teers who defended you from a foreign enemy, who ſupported 
your rights, and gave you the power to legiſlate for yourſelves, 
thus are they to be rewarded; and after {ecuring for you your 
liberties, you liſten to them traduced by an Attorney General, 
whoſe pride and whoſe conſequence originated from his being in 
their ranks. I ſay, if you aſſert the volunteers to be an uncon- 
ſtitutional, body, you ſhake the title deeds of parliament, 
Every thing you have got, your independence, your ſupreme 
Judicaturez and your free trade, are all unconſtitutional, becauſe 
procured by the aſſiſtance of an unconſtitutional body. 

But I Fill not ſhake the title deeds of parliament ; no, I will 
ſupport them. A cabinet miniſter declared the volunteers of Ire- 
land formed the brighteſt page in hiſtory, You have been proud 
to pals through their ranks z viceroys have paid them honour. 
The Ulſter delegates were introduced with reſpeQ, and graciouſly 
received by his Majeſty, their addreſs publiſhed in the royal 
records of the Gazette, and their characters ſet forth; yet now 
you would diſarm them. When Lord Strafford was chief 
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ney he iſſued his orders that no man ſhould go to the 
uſe of Lords with a ſword on. The Duke of Ormond laughed 
at the prohibition; he put on his ſword, and he aſked, who 
ſhould bar his entrance to the Houſe of Peers? The very writ 
of election demands the freeholders to return two knights, with 
their ſwords girded on their thighs. I will wear mine, and I 
will laugh at the mandate of any Attorney General who would 
diſarm me. 

Now, Sir, ſhall the repreſentatives of the people tell the people 
they ſhall not have the uſe of arms? And this do you tell them, 
if you commend thoſe volunteers for having laid them down. 
But adminiſtration want to annihilate the volunteers, In time of 
peace we ſay, diminiſh the army; adminiſtration ſays, no, you 
hall keep it up to its fulleſt extent of a war eſtabliſhment, you 
ſhall even increaſe it when you want it leaft. | 

Sir, God and nature ſay—take care of yourſelves z but mini- 
ſters ſay, we will put the care of you into the hands of merce- 
naries.— A cabinet miniſter of England, ſpeaking of the con- 
duct of the Iriſh volunteers at the Dungannon meeting ſays, 
* they formed the moſt glorious page ever read in any hiſtory,” 
They fixed our conſtitution, they avoided the very ſhadow of 
offence, they defended their country, they nerved the arm of 
civil power, they honoured this Houſe, which hath often 
marched between their ranks to the caſtle, and for all thoſe 
ſervices they are to be difarmed. They are blaſphemed by the 
man whoſe greateſt honour was to have been one of that body. 
If a war ſhould break out again, if we ſhould be again left 
defencelefs, can we again call on'the volunteers; on thoſe men 
by whoſe virtue, ſteadineſs, ſpirit and moderation, we enjoy 
the very title deeds of this Houſe? No, they muſt be diſarmed ; 
they muſt be deprived of the rights of men. Therefore, if the 
propoſed amendment is not withdrawn, I ſhall amend that 
amendment, by adding to it thoſe words, without queſtioning 
© the undoubted right of the freemen of this land to the poſſei- 
* fion and uſe of arms.“ : 


The ATToxNEy GENERAL deſired the Clerk ſhould read the 
proceedings of the Houſe when the bill for reforming parliament, 
originating in convention, was preſented by Mr. Flood and Mr. 


Brownlow z alſo the reſolution of the Houſe entered into on 


that occaſion, to maintain its dignity and legiſlative authority, 
with the addreſs to his Majeſty on the ſame ſubject; all which 
being read from the journals ; 

The Ar TOR NET Generart.—There is ſcarce an injurious 
expreſſion in the Engliſh language that has not been heaped upon 
miniſtry, though no man on this ſide of the Houſe has oppoſed. 
ke reſplution of thanks to the volunteers for their conduct during 
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the late wat; but becauſe an amendment is moved, which is 
intended to convey an approbation of ſuch as retired on the re. 
turn of peace, every inſinuation that can tend to inflame and 
itritate thein has been thrown out, doubtleſs for the beſt of pur. 
poſes—tfor the good of the community, and to promote tranquil- 
lity inthe land. 

From the firſt, I have ever reprobated the idea of appealing to 
the volunteers, though I was confident Ireland was in no danger 
while they followed the counſel of the man whom I am proud to 
call my moſt worthy and honourable friend [Mr. Grattan] ; the 
man to whom this country owes more than perhaps any ſtate ever 
owed to an individual; the man whoſe wiſdom and virtue directed 
the happy circumſtances of the times, and the ſpirit of Iriſhmen, 
to make us a nation. Sir, I ſay, that while the volunteers con- 
tinued under his influence, I feared no evil from them; but! 
apprehend what has fince come to paſs—that when they ſhould 
forſake him, deſigning incendiaries would make them the tools 
of faction, the inſtruments of their vile ambition. Let me entreat 
gentlemen to recolle& what has happened. After the th of 
Georze I. had been repealed--after an Iriſh mutiny bill had 
paſſed—after the law of Poynings' had been explained—after the 
judges had been rendered independent, at the moment when the 
acclamations of the nation were loudeſt in praiſe of the man who 
had moſt juſtly become their idol, at the ſuggeſtion of ſome per- 
ſon, every thing was changed in a moment, and he was loaded 
with foul and unmerited calumny, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
he ventured to have an opinion of his own, and choſe rather to 
rely on the faith of a brave and generous nation, than on the fine 
ſpun quibbles of a ſpecial pleader, which ninety-nine men out 
of every hundred that joined in the abuſe could not underſtand, 
and which they would be as ready to cenſure, if the ſame inſti- 
gators that ſet them on to vilify the ſaviour. of this country, had 
declared againſt renunciation, 

The tame ſort of outcry was raiſed upon the ſubjeQ of provin- 
cial regiments. While the war laſted, though we had ſuch 
numbers of volunteers in the country, every factious demagogue 
cried out that the land was left defenceleſs, by ſending ſo many 
troops abroad. Upon this the provincial regiments were inſti- 
ruted, when immediately the declaimers became as violent on that 
ſubjeQ as ever they had been on the ſubject of ſimple repeal. It 
happened before the repeal of the ſixth of George I. a record 
was tranſmitted to be tried in the courts in England; this Lord 
Mansfield, as was his duty, took up in due courſe, which hap- 
pened to be after the repeal. An alarm was immediately raiſed, 


that England had broken faith ; to obviate which, the Marquis cf 


Buckingham, then Lord Temple, did procure an act of renun- 
ciation; he alſo diſbanded the fencible regiments. One would 
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have then thought that the rage of reſolutioning would have abat- 
ed, and that things would have become quiet. No; they had 
the pleaſure to find that they had ſtill a ſubſiſting grievance— 
the inſuppottable burthen of the Britiſh conftitution—the intoler- 
able ſcourge of the great charter—and the oppreſſion of the bill 
of rights. To get rid of all theſe accumulated evils, they formed 
a Convention, where they had their ſpeaker, and their chairman 
of their grand committee—where they propoſed their bill, and 
committed it—where they reported their bill, then read it a firſt, 
and a ſecond, and a third time, and from whence they ſent it to 
this Houſe by two honourable gentlemen, to receive the form 
of law, But this Houſe, as | truſt it ever will, had the ſpirit to 
refuſe the admiſſion of their bill, and treated their idle mandate 
with. merited contempt ;z and it has fince been ſtated, as a matter 
of mighty merit, that when they found they could not bully this 
Hquſe, they retired in peace, and did not add rebellion to their 
inſult. But from that moment to the preſent, the preſs has teem- 
ed with writings ſubverſive of the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate. Every man that has ſhewn an attachment to the religion or 
government of this country has been libelled and calumniated, 
and the dregs of the people, whoſe —_ ſhall ſhew it is 
not, have been invited to carry arms. Sir, I ſay they ſhould be 
compelled to lay them down; for as long as ſuch a body of men 
exiſt, with arms in their hands, ready at the inftigation of any 
wicked man, who by popular declamation, and affected popu- 
larity, may gain an aſcendancy over them, to deſtroy the conſti- 
tution in church and ſtate, I ſay the government is not fafe, and 
they ought to be obliged to lay their arms down. 

Sir, it has been ſaid that every proteſtant has a right to keep 
arms—it is not denied; but they have no right to flock to a 
ſtandard, unleſs at the king's command, and by his authority 
and I defy any man to refute me. Proteſtants, I ſay, have a 
nght to keep arms for their defence, but they have no right to 
aſſemble themſelves in bodies without the King's authority,— 
This, I ſay, is the law; and if there was any doubt of it, I 
would bring in a bill to declare it. 

It has been ſaid that every man has, by the law of God and 
nature, a tight to take care of and defend himſelf. In a ſavage 
ſtate I grant he has; but in a country governed by laws, he muſt 
truſt to the laws for his protection. 

A gentleman aſks, why miniſtry, who formerly oppoſed a 
militia law, now grants it? I will alſo aſk, why that gentleman, 
from whom I firſt learned to admire a militia, ſhould now con- 
demn it? And why he who oppoſed the volunteers, he who in 
time of threatened invaſion turned his back upon them becauſe 
the crown had not arrayed them, ſhould now, hen all the danger 
is over, endeavour to become a leader of them? Why he, who 
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before the year 1781 was no volunteer at all, ſhould now, in 
the year 1785, become ſo great a volunteer? Why he, who in 
the county of Kilkenny endeavoured to depreſs them, ſhould in 
Dublin be ſo ſtrenuous for their continuance ? 

The gentleman ſays he fears to truſt to the miniſter. But why 
ſuch indiſcriminate abuſe on this fide of the Houſe? Let the 
gentleman look, and he will ſee on this fide a very large propor- 
tion of the property, the ability, and the character of the nation. 
The gentleman ſays we mean to divide the volunteers, Does he 
mean to admit Catholics ? I am not a bigot ; but I ſay the Iriſh 
Proteſtant who would admit Catholics to the uſe of arms, if he 
does not do it out of folly, is a moſt dangerous enemy to his 
country. 

The gentleman has ſaid that law-crafc, and prieſt-craft, and 
corruption, and I do not know what, was uſed to prevent county 
meetings; and it was faid ſomewhere (I believe out of doors, for 
I will not be ſo diforderly as to mention a former debate) that the 
King's Attorney General ſent his letters miſſive to the different 
ſheriffs; but the perſon that ſaid ſo ſhould retract his words, as 
I ſuppoſe he will do, when he finds what he ſaid of law-craft and 
prieft-craft unfounded in fact. 

The gentleman ſays that the liberty of the preſs has been at- 
tacked. What! does he approve the calumnies that have been 
propagated, not only on individuals, but on the nation? Indivi- 
Cuals have been ſo deſcribed as to make men objects of horror, 
and the nation has been repreſented as in a ſtate of rebellion, [ 
will tell the gentleman one inſtance of the happy effects produced 
by theſe publications: Two gentlemen, who had made a conſi- 
derable fortune in the Eaſt Indies, came to England with a deter- 

mination to ſettle in this country z but upon enquiry into the 
fate of things here, they changed their minds, declaring, that 
after many years of toil and turbulence, they ſought for quiet, 
which they could not expect to enjoy in a country where the 
people were in rebellion. | 

It is ſaid that the crown protects and pays people to calumniate 
ſuch perſons as are obnoxious. If the gentleman knew the law 
he would not ſay ſo, for the crown cannot protect any man againſt 
the law. If that gentleman feels himſelf injured, the courts are 
as open for him as for the King's Attorney General; therefore 
that aſſertion is unfounded, 

Something has been ſaid of attachments. I have repeatedly, and 
I do now again challenge the whole array of what is called oppo- 
fition, to meet me on that queſtion. As to attaching printers for 
publiſhing matters in contempt of the courts, nobody will contend 
againſt that; it was a right exerciſed by Lord Hardwicke and by 
Lord Holt—Courts of Juſtice would be annihilated without it. 
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The gentleman ſaid, chat the puniſhment by attachment muſt 
ever fall upon innocent men. Why? becauſe they can acquit 
themſelves by vouching their innocence on oath——curious rea- 
ſoning ! 

The gentleman has intimated that there is a general diſpoſition 
to reſiſt the laws gone forth among the people, and therefore we 
ſhould not coerce them. This is reaſoning worthy the cauſe, 
But it is not founded in fact; if it was, it would be the very 
reaſon for coercion. a 6 | 

Upon the whole, Sir, I do think that there never can be a good 
government, while a body of men independent of the ſtate remains 
in arms. I would therefore wiſh to ſee them retire to cultivate 
the bleſſings of peace; for I think any man who does not array 
under lawful authority ought not to be truſted. 


Mr. FLoOD.— I appeal to the candour of the Houſe if in my 
argument I have uſed any thing perſonal. The right honourable 
gentleman's argument was perſonal from beginning to end. He 


has ſaid I was not a volunteer until the year 17813 the fact is 
otherwiſe. 


The ATToxxNney GeneraL,—Oh ! I believe I was miſta- 
ken ; the honourable gentleman was a volunteer I underſtand in 


| the year 1780. 


Mr. FLoOD.— Well, ſuppoſe in the year 1780; but I was 
ſooner. The fact is, I was not a volunteer as ſoon as ſome. How 
am I charged with having reprobated the volunteers? I did not. 
| might have aſked was the country in array; but I do not believe 
[did. If I did, it muſt have been upon this occaſion : The 
militia law was in force, I was then one of the commiſſioners of 
array, a governor of the county came down, and arms were given 
a by government; I aſked, what is the matter, are you going 
to put the country in array? Now this was a natural a ; 
and it was very doubtful at firſt how theſe volunteers might have 
turned out. No man could have ſuppoſed they would have been 
ſo great and ſo glorious a body as they have been; and therefore 
a man might very reaſonably have had ſome doubts at firit. But 
lam told now they are illegal. I aſk the Attorney General was 
he not a volunteer? How came he to be a member of an illegal 
body? Was not Mr. Yelverton a volunteer? How came every 
Attorney General and every lawyer to be volunteers, if volun- 
teering was illegal? I ſay I will look to your conduct, your beha- 
viour, and your practice, and I will learn the law from your 
example, and not from any trite declaration of an Attorney Gene- 
ral in parliainent. In the year 1745 the lawyers of London were 
urayed, and Lord Hardwicke at their head; and now I ſay I 
will copy the conduct of Lord Hardwicke, of the lawyers of 
England, of the preſent Attorney General of Ireland, who has 
paraded the ſtreets as a volunteer, and of his predeceſſor, Mr. 
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Yelverton. I fay I will take the law from their practiee, and 
not from any dictum of an Attorney General in — But 


what does the right honourable gentleman aſſert that it is 
Iawful for us to have arms, but it is not lawful for us to learn 
the uſe of them. This is an extraordinary doQtrine——you may 
have arms, but you muſt not uſe them. He tells me allo, that 
J have a right to proſecute any printer for a libel. Why I know 
I have; but I ſay, if he had a mind to be candid and fair, if he 
wiſhed to check the intolerable licentiouſneſs of the preſs, he 
would have moved againſt thoſe printers who publiſhed the ca- 
lumnies againſt the friends of this country, and I ſay ſuch printers 
were ſupported by the emiſſaries of government; and thus far, 
as well as they could, government endeavoured to deſtroy thoſe 
printers that held forth truth, while they paid and licenled the 
moſt infamous ſlanderers on the other ſide. As to what the right 
honourable gentleman has ſaid about circular; letters, I was the 
man who mentioned it. I did not ſay he had wrote circulat 
letters; but, having wrote one letter to one ſheriff, he had done 
the fame thing; as having it circulated, the ſheriffs would not 
call their meetings. If the amendment is inſiſted on I will inſiſt 
on the one I mentioned, and which no perſon can deny, 


Mr. Brooxe.—-I think it very ſtrange that the committee of 

ſupply ſhould vote 20,0001. to clothe a militia, before it is known 
whether any militia bill will paſs. What is 'this but ſaying, give 
us the money firſt, and do what you will afterwards with the 
bill. As for the queſtion before us, I think the volunteers have 
been of the greateſt uſe, not only by defending the kingdom from 
invaſion, but in civilizing the country, and ſupporting the law. 
Therefore I will never give my vote for any motion that will 
— to diſgtace them. I will never be guilty of ſuch ingra- 
titude. 


Mr. BNowNLOW.—I am aſtoniſhed how the motion I made 
could have *admitted of a debate. I did not imagine it could 
have met with any oppoſition. But I find the fame principles 
prevail; and that nothing that comes from this fide of the Houle 
will be admitted, but is conſtantly oppoſed by a queſtion of order 
of the day, of adjournment, of poſtponing, or an amendment that 
deſtroys the effect of the motion. This attack to-day I did not 

indeed expect to be made from the quarter whence it now proceeds. 
Much noiſe has been made about the convention being an armed 
body; why they were no more an armed body than this Houſe 
uſed to be, when they dreſſed like gentlemen, with their ſwords 
by their fides. As to the charges which are brought, of low and 
inſignificant people, and Roman Catholics, amongſt them, that 
makes rather in their favour; becauſe it is manifett the majority 
of the corps would not admit them. I hope, therefore, gentle- 
men ill not fritter away the motion in ſuch a manner. 
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Mr. BuxGn (of Oldtown.) —I have been miſquoted in the 
courſe of the debate, as having ſaid, the more the law was known 
the more it would be broken. I faid no ſuch thing. All I faid 
was, if the volunteers were illegal in the beginning, why did they 
not put a ſtop to them in the beginning? Since they did not do 
it then, they were daſtardly, timid, and ridiculous, to attempt 
it at preſent, I had an intention of moving an amendment ſome- 
what to the putpoſe, ** that juſt as the Houſe recommended them 
to enjoy the peace, they had voted 20,0001. to call them out 
into arms again.” However, as the honourable gentleman's 
amendment [Mr. Flood's] ſuits my idea, I ſhall therefore not 
trouble the Houſe with mine. 


Right Honourable GzoxGe Ocr e.—Sir, I think that no gen- 
tleman who ever wore a volunteer uniform ſhould give a ſilent vote 
upon this queſtion : For me, I ſhall deliver mine with that firm- 
neſs and integrity which, I truſt, I ſhall ever preſerve, regardleſs 
of the event, while I am conſcious of ſerving my country faith- 
fully; and I declare that I would ſooner cut off my right hand 
than give a vote which I could think diſhonourable to the volun- 
teers, or injurious to the nation, 5 

Sir, Ithink this reſolution, as amended by my right konourable 
friend, can never be conſtrued into an offence to that glorious 
band that have rendered ſuch eſſential ſervice to their country; 
it is a parental admonition to our children, who have acted with 
ſo much ſpirit and ſo much virtue. It ſays, “ you have acquir- 
ed every thing that your country can demand, retire now and 
enjoy the bleſſings you ſo well have earned.“ 

Sir, were I to look for the gratification of applauſe, or ſeek to 
adorn myſelf with the feather of popularity, no man could more 
eaſily attain them; but I never will caſt away the advantages 
which I can procure my country, to gratify my own vanity. 
Every Iriſhman knows that there is no danger from the original 
volunteers: but do foreigners know it ? Foreigners do not know 
it; nor can many opulent companies of commercial people who 
were ready to ſettle among us, be perſuaded to come until they 
are Convinced the country is no longer in arms, xs (aid, that 
parliament, by intimating a deſire that the volunteers ſhould diſcon- 
tinue, will only exaſperate and increaſe them. 1 deny the fact? 
I ara ſure the volunteers will retire with all their laurels blooming 
on their heads, and | cruſt they will be eternal. 


Mr. Haves.—What fell from my right honourable friend vn 
the upper bench, when he called upon every volunteer officer to 
ſpeak out his ſentiments on this important occaſion, made me 
anxious to declare my motives for voting as I intended to do, in 
order to preſerve that conſiſtency of conduct which 1 hope ever 
to maintain both within and without the Houle. 


Vor. IV. X 
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I have the honour of commanding, for ſix years, a numerous 
corps of volunteers, whoſe conduct on every occaſion, ſince the 
firſt moment I was connected with them, was ſuch as I muſt reflect 
on with pleaſure, to the lateſt period of my life. Though ever 
ready in the ſervice of their country, they ſeldom interfered in 


—— diſcuſſions, till the exigencies of the times brought them 
+ 


rward, to expreſs their approbation of the moderation, good 
ſenſe, and firmneſs of a right honourable nobleman, and general 
of volunteers, whoſe conduct, on a particular occaſion, demand- 
ed the tribute of thanks from every friend to the conſtitution of 
this country; and yet, thus circumſtanced, Iwill vote for the 
amendment of my right honourable friend on the floor; and will 
truſt to the good-ſenſe and candour of my corps, that they would 
impure it to thoſe motives, which 1 ſolemnly aver induces me to do 
ſo—the good of my country. With reſpe to my conſiſtency in 
ſo doing, if the Houſe will pardon a little egotiſm, (which 1 
diſlike as much as any man) I will ſtate a tranſaQtion which would 
remove every imputation on that head: | 

Towards the cloſe of the war, as chairman at the quarter ſeſſions, 
I addrefled the grand jury, in a court-houſe nearly filled with re- 
ſpectable volunteers from different parts of the county ; and after 
having expreſſed the high ſenſe which every man muſt entertain of 
their great ſervice and good conduct, I added, that I hoped the 
day was not far off when the ſabre and the bayonet, hung up, 
the ornament of the county hall, ſhould only ſerve to ſhew poſ- 
terity what they owed to the virtue and the ſpirit of their anceſ- 


tors; and that the people by applying themſelves to trade and com- 
' merce, and the cultivation of the arts, might look forward 


with pleaſure to the period when Ireland ſhould become as re- 
nowned amongſt the nations for arts and ſciences, as ſhe long has 
been for arms. 


Right Honourable Thomas Conor Ly.—Sir, I think this queſ- 
tion of ſo much conſequence, that though very ill in health and 
ſpirits, I ſhall trouble you with my ſentiments upon it, becauſe if 
I was to remain filent i ſhould not diſcharge my duty. 

I hope, Sir, to put the queſtion in a light that will be agreeable 
to both ſides of the Houſe ] hope to ſhew that many of the real 
volunteers will be the mi:itia. 

I was one of the frt to approve of thoſe worthy men, who 
during the war armed to defend their country; no men ever 
more merit, or deſerved higher praiſe—when the kingdom was 
threatened with invaſion, the corps that I had the honour to com- 
mand being ſumamoned together, did voluntarily offer to obey me, 
their lawful Lord Lieutenant, and to ſubſcribe to the articles of 
war. Such men as th. ſe deſerve the public confidence, and, Sir, 
if a militia bill takes place, ſuch men as theſe will be the officers 
and ſoldiets of a militia.— But, Sir, I think the ſum that has been 
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voted much too ſmall for an eſſectual militia=-T would wiſh to have 
it made much larger. 


From the firſt inftitution of the volunteers to the time of the 
convention, they had, and they deſerved to have the confidence 
of the public, but that circumſtance was a ſufficient warning to 
parliament to provide for the defence,of the country, by a con- 
flitutional force—the original volunteers were the real militia of 
the country, but they have already been put to too much expence, 
nor is it poſlible they can ſubſiſt an effective body without the 
aſiſtance of parliament—when they were firſt called upon, I grant 
they received no aſliſtance, becauſe there was no money in the 
Treaſury ; but that is the very reaſon they ſhould not now be bur- 
dened with the expence of defending the nation can they march 
or ſubſiſt themſelves without pay? it is impoſſible; and if it were 
not, it would be unjuſt to require it of them. 

Ia any future rupture between Great Britain and her enemies, 
it is probable that lreland will be made the theatre of war: we 


L ſhould therefore provide for ſuch an event by a ſtrong militia— 
by and as I have ſaid, no men ſo well deſerve commithons in a mili- 
er tia, as thoſe men who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves as volunteers. 
of If Great Britain had a ſtrong militia at the beginning of a former 


war, ſhe would not have been under the diſgrace of calling in 
Heilian and Hanoverian troops to defend her— Great Britain, even 
ſince that æra, has much declined in her ſtrength, and I think 
every man who wiſhes to ſupport a proteſtant government, and 
defend this country againſt foreign invaders, will do his utmoſt to 
promote a contlitutioual militia, by his vote or by his perſonal 
lervice, 


Colonel CLEMENTS ſaid he would appeal to the volunteers 
tewſelves who had at heart the interett of their country—he 
would appeal to the gentlemen of landed property—and to the 
merchants, who, he hoped, would ſoon become a reſpectable 
part of the community, whether the continuance of a body 
of men in arms, not being under the authority of government, 
bad the effect of a bug-bear to ſtrangers, to prevent their bringing 
fropeity into the councry ? Such a body would now act with true 
patriotiſm in retiring to cultivate the bleſſings of peace. He 
inen related an inttance of two Weſt Ind.a gentlemen, one of 
whom had written to him to lay out 20,0001. the other 10,0001, 
in purchaſing certain eftates which were expected to be ſold. 
As ſoon as theſe eſtates were actually advertiſed, he wrote to 
nis correſpondents to inform them, but what was their anſwer ? 
[at they would not lay out a guinea in any country where 
here exiſted an army independent cf government, 

A more powerful realon than this, he thought, could not be 
offered to induce the Houle to declare their opinion, that the 
\Whuneers ought now to lay by their arms; and he was con- 
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vinced that every volunteer who loved his country, would a& 
in conformity to that opinion. 


Mr. Gobr EY Green, —Sir, I ſhall mention juſt two cir- 
cumſtances of what happened laſt ſummer, and leave the Houſe 
to decide upon the propriety of ſome of the preſent corps con- 
tinuing in arms. By 

Having heard a great deal about the drills, I went one even- 
ing to Marlborough-green to ſee if they were really ſo bad as they 
had been repreſented; I there ſaw a ſerjeant, and about 60 or 70 
ragged dangerous looking ruffians with a few ruſty muſquets, 
whom he was inſtructing in the military exerciſe. He made them 
face to the right, and face to the left, and march forward, and 
form columns, and retreat by Indian files, and a variety of other 
manœuvres—and then told them they were very fine fellows, 
I ſtepped up to him and enquired to what purpoſe he was drilling 
thoſe * To what purpoſe; Sir, I was a ſerjeant in ſuch a 
regiment ; I know there will be diſturbances in this country, I 
am drilling theſe men to have them in readineſs z and dam'me, 
I'll make them as complete a corps as any in Ireland. 

Another evening, Sir, I went to a place near the Poddle, and 
there I ſaw about 80 fellows exactly of the ſame deſcription, 
under the diſcipline of another ſerjeant. I aſked him, pray to 
whom does this corps belong? Belong, Sir, ſaid he, they belong 
to nobody—they are my corps, and by G— Pll make them the 
beſt corps in Ireland—for I am ſure there will be a rebellion.— 
Now, Sir, will any man call theſe people volunteers? No— 
they are a deſperate banditti, and ought to be diſarmed. 


Mr. Day faid that the propoſition of Mr. Brownlow was 
_ peculiarly unfortunate, as it brought forward a very invidious 
debate, and unpfovoked, as no aſperſion had been thrown upon 
the volunteers. It would, however, but ill become him who 
had long ſerved, and with great zeal, in their ranks, to omit any 
opportunity of exprefling his veneration for that illuſtrious body 
of patriots. In the late war, when this country had no army, 
a great volunteer militia, ſummoned by the Secretary of the day, 
aroſe, thick and ſudden as an exhalation through the land, 
crouded to the royal ſtandard, and demanded to be led out 
with the regulars againſt the common enemy; their offer was 
graciouſly approved of; and what was the conſequence ? This 
little idand, which but a moment before was inſulted by a paltry 
pirate, confident in its volunteer ſtrength, ſer at defiance the 
combined navy of France and Spain. 

But he would not limit their glory to their military charaQter, 
but contended that in their civil capacity they ſhone with ſtill 
brighter luſtre. He would not enter into particulars z but if the 
immortal parliament which recovered the conſtitution of this coun- 
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try were now in being, he would appeal to its juſtice whether 
it would have accomplithed the revolution of 1982, if not ſecond- 
ed and ſuſtained by the volunteers of Ireland. | 

But while he wiſhed to do juſtice to the genuine volunteer 
character, he would not be underſtood to confound the original 
unadulterated volunteers with the new levies; with the ſpurious 
volunteers who uſurped and diſgraced that illuſtrious name, The 
former aſſociated in time of war, to defend their country, to ſuſ- 
tain their parliament, to give life and vigour to the laws; in their 
military capacity they formed under the government, in their civil 
under the parliament. But the new levies have ſtarted up in time 
of profound peace, when conſtitution and commerce were adjuſt- 
ed, when no colour exiſted for an extraordinary interpoſition 
and for what? To libel the legiſlature, to affront a viceroy 
whole affeQion for this country is indiſputable, whoſe acknow- 
ledged virtues might have ſecured him a different treatment, whole 
adminiſtration will form a brilliant zra in our hiſtory; to coun- 
tenance ſedition and tumult, to repel arts, manufactures and com- 
merce from our coaſts. He contended that the new levies were 
not to be tolerated in any country pretending to a conſtitution, to 
law or to liberty; that the government was a timorous and. not 
a temperate government, if they endured an armed rabble ſtalking 
in military parade over the conſtitution and the law, the abettors 
of treaſon, the inſtruments of incendiaries, the mercenaries of fo- 
reign emiſſaries. It was eaſy to ſee through the ſhallow policy 
of this perpetual appeal to the ſenſibility of the volunteers; the 
genuine volunteers poſſeſs penetration as well as public ſpirit, 
and would be no longer duped; they would not believe that an 
unqualihed communication of Britiſh commerce was a ſurrender 
of trade, that a conſtitutional militia was a ſurrender of conſtit u- 
tion, that an appropriation of revenue to the Common exigencies 
of the empire, ſubject to the controul of our own parliament, was 
to pay a tribute to a foreign ſtate. They would place no confi- 
dence in the new-born zeal of ſome gentlemen in the volunteer 
caule, who abſconded in the hour of danger, and never took up 
the volunteers till they ceaſed to be wanting; to poiſon their 
honeſt credulity, and to perſuade the people, in contempt of all 
charaCter, to violate a ſolemn national compact; men who omit- 
ting to uſe the volunteers as inſtruments of their couutry's redemp- 
tion, would now vainly hope to pervert them to the purpoſes of 
ledition. 

He wiſhed to ſee the volunteers enjoy the bleſſings of peace, 
and among his arguments in favour of a militia, it was a principal 
one with him, that it was likely to abſorb the volunteer ſpirit ; not 
that he dreaded his volunteer brethren, (for the conſtitution had 
been ever the rule of their conduQ,) but that a military ſpirit is 
adverſe to the trugal, induſtrious, mechanical ſpirit which every 
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friend to his country would henceforward cheriſh and promote. 
The original volunteers cannot finiſh their glorious race with more 
conſiſtent ſplendor, than by merging in a national militia—they 
may with confidence transfer their arms, and the burden of public 
defence to a congenial force, who like themſelves unite the cha- 
racters of citizen and ſoldier in a conſticutional army; while they 
themſelves abandoning the nonſenſe of politics, and relieved of 
the ruinous diſſipation and oppreſſive expences of the volunteer ef. 
tabliſhment, retire (in the words of the amendment) to cultivate 
the bleſſings of peace. 


Mr. Moox e,—T think the volunteers of Ireland have ſerved 
their country with honour, and that nothing now remains to com- 
pleat their reputation, but that they ſhould retire and enjoy in 

ace thoſe bleſſings which their admirable conduct has brought 
upon their country; I do therefore vote for the amendment, as 
moderate and proper. 

Sir, I deſire to rectify a miſtake. Something has been ſaid of 
oppoſition, and ſeems to be applied to the gentlemen where I ſit, 
Now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, I know no party in this Houle ; 
though I am conſcious that a man who acts with ſtrict impartiality 
and independence, will ſometimes have but little weight. The 
language is, take a decided part ; but I diſapprove ſuch language ; 
and however unfaſhionable it may be, I am reſolved to act to the 


| beſt of my own judgment, not following any fader; for I know 


that the man that goes thorough with any party muſt often ſhut 
his eyes to truth, which J am determined I never will do. I am 
a ſteady friend to the government of my country, and I am no 
leſs a friend to the rights of the people as ſuch, I ſay I think the 
reſolution, as amended by the right honourable gentleman [Mt. 
Gardiner] extremely proper, and I hope it will have a good ef- 
feQ on the people. I 


The S:cxETARY Or STATE adverted to the military conven- 
tion, read ſome reſolutions of the liberty corps, reflecting on Par- 
liament, and ſpoke in favour of the amendment. 


General LuTTxEi 1.—The honourable gentleman who bas 
made the motion ſeems, by a fide-wind, to draw in the Roman 
Catholics, for every man is a freeman. ; i 


Mr. Floop.—I owe many compliments to the honourahle 
genetal, and I will pay him hone. The honourible general had 
once promiſed to travel with me, and to foliow me; the honoura- 
ble general did not keep his word with me, but I will keep mine 
with him; and now I will aſk the general, as he has aſſerted that 
J, by a ſide - V ind, meant to include the Roman Catholics, 
will he ſay, as a man of honour, that he thinks ſo? As a parlia. 
ment man | wil] agree to have the word proteitant inſerted, aud 
iee will he object to it, 
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Mr. Mass V moved the word proteſtant in the amendment. 


Mr. FLOoOD.— I have no objection; but I will add to my mo- 
tion words that ſhall make it run thus: ** without queſtioning the 
undoubted right of the proteſtant freemen of this land to the pol- 
ſeſſion and uſe of arms, or implying that the ſame can interfere 
with the due cultivation of the bleſſings of peace.” 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Flood's motion, when there 
appeared, 
Ayes, 64 
Noes, 175 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Gardiner's amendment, 
when there appeared, 


Ayes, 179 
Noes, 57 
The queſtion was then put on the original motion, with Mr. 
Gardiner's amendment, and carried without a diviſion. 


Lord CyarLes FiTzZGteRALD moved © that the committee on 
courts of juſtice do fit on Thurſday next; and that the affidavit 


2gainſt Henry Steevens Reilly, Eſq; and the order for attach- 
ment, be referred to them,” 


— — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1785, 


A bill to repeal an act made in the thirteenth year of his late 
Majeſty King George the ſecond, intitled an act for repairing the 
road leading from the town of Nenagh in the county of Tipperary, 
through the towns of Birr and Firbane in the King's county, to 
Curranaboy-bridge on the turnpike road leading to Athlone, in the 
county of Weſtmeath z and alſo an act made in the nineteenth 
and twentieth years of his preſent Majeſty, intitled an act for 
amending and making more effectual an act for repairing the road 
leading from the town of Nenagh, in the county of Tipperary, 
through the towns of Eirr and Firbane in the King's County, to 
Curranaboy-bridge, on the turnpike road leading to Athlone, in 
the county of Weſtmeath z and alſo for other purpoſes therein 


mentioned, according to order was read a ſecond time and com- 
mitted, * 


An officer from St. Paul's pariſh, preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
ſuant to their order, an account of che expence of the watch a - 
dt. Paul's parilh for two years, ending the 25th day of March, 
1784. 
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An officer from the pariſh of St. Nicholas without the walls of 
the city of Dublin, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
order, an abſtract of the watch accounts of the pariſh of St. 
Nicholas without the walls of the city of Dublin for two years, 
ending the 25th day of March, 1784. 


. Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill for raiſing and 
eſtabliſhing a fund for a proviſion for the widows and children of 
the clergy of the church of Ireland ; and that Sir Francis Hut. 
chinſon and Mr. Arthur Browne do prepare and bring in the 


ſame. 


Ordered, that leave be {uu to bring in a bill for regulating 
the price and aſſize of bread, and preventing frauds and impoſiti- 
ons in the ſale of flour, meal, beer, ale, potatoes, butchers 
meat, and other articles ſold by weight or meaſure in the coun- 
ties of Dublin and Donegal ; and that Sir Edward Newenham, 
Mr. Alexander Montgomery, the Right Honourable Mr. Gardiner, 
and Mr. Recorder, do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


_ Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the committee of the 
whole Houſe, appointed to confider of ways and means for raiſing 
the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, to take into their conſiderati- 
on the duties payable on the export of the manufaQtures of this 
kjngdom. * 


Ordered, that it be an inſtraction to the ſaid committee, to take 
into their conſideration the duties payable on the importation of 
ſuch goods, wares and merchandizes as ſhall be re-exported. 


Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to 
take into their conſideration the encouraging the fiſheries of this 
kingdom, and the manufactures of filk, linen, mixed goods, fail 
cloth, gunpowder, cordage and refined ſugars in this kingdom, 
by allowances or bounties on export, except to Great Britain. 


Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, to tale 
jnto their conſideration the encouraging a larger ſupply of Iriſh 
flax ſeed by bounty. 


The Right Honourable SzcarTarRy or STaTE preſented 2 

tition of the hat manufaQurers of the city of Cork, ſetting 
forth the great difficultics they labour under, from the great dear- 
neſs and ſcarcity of rabbits fut (the principil material of their 
manufacture); and praying the Houle to give ſuch encourage» 
ment to the increaſe of rabbits, and lay ſuch reſtrictions on the 
exportation of rabbits fur, as tney ſhall think neceſſary to en- 
courage the manufacturing af hats in this kingdom. 
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The SecratTary of STaTE.—l will not now enter into the 
merits of this petition, nor promiſe to do fo hereafter, but only 
move you, that it may he on che table for the peruſal of the mem · 
bers. 


Mr. Fos Tex gave notice, that as he did not intend this night 
to move any of the new taxes, in the committee of ways and 
means, of any conſequence, and to which any objeQion could 
poſſibly be made, he would on Tueſday next move all the new 
taxes, when they might have a full diſcuſſion ; and that on Mon- 
day he would lay the Portugal buſineſs before the Houſe. 


Mr, Gx1re1TH.—l ſhall be much obliged to the right honour- 
able gentleman, if he will now inform the Houle, what are the 
taxes, and what their objects, that we may prepare ourſelves for ' 
their conſideration befcre they are brought in upon us ? 


Mr. Fos TER. It is unuſual to me to mention taxes until they 
are propoſed in the committee of ways and means. 


The Houſe then, purſuant to order, reſolved into the grand 
committee of ways and means, Sir John Parnell in the chair, 


Mr. Fos rER then proceeded to make the uſual motions for all 
the old original and additional duties, without any variation, fave 
one penny per pougd onall teas, whoſe price at the company's 
fales ſhall exceed gs. 6d. a pound, in addition to the old duties. 


Mr. HazxTLEeY.—lI am no friend to new duties, but in this 
caſe am willing to try the operation of this duty for the next 
year, 


Sir Lucius O'Bz1en.—As by the commutation tax in Eng- 
land, there are no importation duties on teas in that kingdom, is 
it ſo proper for us to lay on duties here ? | 


Mr. FosrER.— The honourable Baronet, I fear, miſunder- 
ſtands the nature of the commercial ſyſtem between this countr 
and Great Britain, now in agitation ; there is nothing in that N. 
tem obligatory on us to, lay fimilar duties on any goods except 
from the plantations. 

The next new duty he moved, was a duty of three ſhillings a 
ons on all foreign thread imported into this kingdom, being, as 
e aid, a protecting duty for the thread manufacture of Ireland. 

The re{olutions having all paſſed as matters of courle nem. 


con, the Houle reſumed. 


Sir Joux PaxNEL reported ſome progreſs, and the commit- 
tee was ordered to fit again on Monday, 
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Moxpay, Fepruary 21, 1785. 


An officer from St, Mary's pariſh preſented-to the Houſe, pur. 
ſuant to their order, a return — the pariſh of St. Mary, Dub- 
lin, of watch money collected, and the expenditure thereof, for 
the laſt two years. 


An oſicer fram St. Michael's pariſh, preſented to the Houſe, 
purſuant to their order, an account of the watch of St. Michael's 
pariſh for two years, ending the 25th day of March 1784. 


A petition of William Williams and Richard Williams, flint 
gyals manufacturets, of the city of Dublin, was preſented to the 

ouſe and read; ſetting forth the very great inconveniencies that 
will ariſe to them, from the removal of their glaſs houſes z and 
that petitioners are under the ſame predicament with William 
Deane, who has formerly preſented a petition to this Houſe, com- 
plaining of inconventencies of the ſame nature z and praying the 
Houſe to extend to them the ſame relicf they mean to afford to the 
ſaid William Deane. : . 


Sir Francis HuTcarxsoN preſented to the Houſe, accord- 
ing to order, a bill for raiſing and eſtabliſhing a fund for a provi- 
ſion for the widows and chiidren of the clergy of the church of 
Ireland; which was received and read the bell time, and ordered 
to be read a ſecond time on "Thurſday the third day of March next. 


A petition of the card makers of Newry, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read; ſetting forth the inconveniencies which have 
ariſen to petitioners, and which are likely to attend the kingdom 
in general, from the prohibitory duty laid on the importation of 
foreign wire, and the conſequent ſcarcity and dearneſs of the Iriſh 
wire; and ſubmitting the premiſes to the conſideration of the 
Houle. 


Mr. Farran, deputy clerk of the pleas of his Majeſty*s court of 
Exchequer in Ireland, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
order, 2 copy of the declaration filed by William Bingley againſt 
Thomas L' tftrange, the deputy ſetjeant at arms attending the 


Houſ- ; and alſo a copy of the plex filed by the ſaid Thomas 


L'Eſtrange to the ſaid declaration. | 
William Eingley was then called to the bar, 


SreAkkx.— Did you bring any aQion againſt Thomas 
L'Eſtranze, the deputy ſetjeant at arms, belonging to this Houle ? 

Bingley. I brought an action againſt Thomas L' Eſtrange, Eiq; 
for an aſſault and falte impriſonment. 


Syeaker.— Was that action commenced by you againſt him 
on account of his executing a warrant of this Houſe ? 


* 


os. 5 ©... IS - Oo. oth 


q; 


m 


D 301 


Bingley.—I am not to anſwer that queſtion. 

Sir Lucius O'BRIEN.— Sir, we have full information of it. 
Bingley.—lf you have been ſo informed, produce your evidence t 
Sit Lucius O'BRIEN.— That can eaſil y be done. 


Ordered the declaration and plea to be read. 


Mr. Henry Holmes (one of the door-keepers) was then ex- 
amined as to the arreſt made by Mr. L*Eftrange on Bingley ; he 
proved the arreſt to be made under the Speaker's warrant, and 
that Mr. Bingley faw the warrant, and ſo did Mr. Hogan, an at- 
torney. 5 | 


Mr. Bingley was again called to the bar, 
SpEAKER,—Did you know when you commenced that action, 


that it was a breach of the privileges of this Houſe.? 

Bingley.— I am not ſufficient to judge of theſe nice diſtinctions 
—] did conſider myſelf intitled to my civil right. 

SPEAKER,—Do you not know that if you continue to proceed 
on that action, you will be guilty of a breach of privilege ? 

Bingley.— I am not quite ſatisfied of that until the Houſe de- 
clares ſo —Mr, Speaker, I did not bring my action fur the Serjeant 
at Arms having obeyed the orders of this Houſe, but becauſe he 
abuſed his authority. I was arreſted on a Judge's warrant, which 
iſſued in conſequence of an addreſs from this Houſe to the Lord 
Lieutenant, to proſecute me as a printer of the Volunteer's 2 
nal; Ya being brought in cuſtody before Mr. Juſtice Robinſon, I 
gave ample bail to appear. It was then a receſs. If Mr. L'*Eftrange 
had waited four days I would have attended your bar—but he 
wanted to arreſt me. Mr. Juſtice Robinſon ſaid he ſhould not ar- 
reſt me in his houſe—the Sheriffs of Dublin refuſed to deliver me 
up, as I was in their cuſtody,—Having quitted the parlour, I re- 
mained in another room for ſome time, and Mr. L'Eſtrange ac- 
quainted the Judge that I would not go out of the houſe. Won't 
he, ſays the Judge then let him ſtay, for while in my houſe he 
{hall not be arreſted. In a little time after the Judge went to the 
Houſe of Lords, and then Mr, L' Eſtrange had the preſumption to 
arreſt me, notwithſtanding what Mr. Juſtice Robinſon had ſaid. 


Sir Lucius O'BRIEN.— He muſt confound two things toge- 
ther. The Judge could not have acted in this manner; it he had, 
I ſhould have very little doubt of calling him to that bar, and 
doing as the Houſe of Commons of England did with Sir Thomas 
Jones, commit him; but this man muſt be miſtaken. He blends 
the criminal proſecution and the contempt together. Let us call 
the Attorney, and when we have aſked him a few queſtions, Mr, 
Bingley will either agree to diſcontinue his action, or I ſhall make 
a motion which I Nail not now mention. : 
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Mr. Weckes was then called to the bar, and being aſked rela. 
tive to the commencing this action, and why he did not immediate. 
Iv ci:continue it, when he knew the Houle had looked on it as a 
breach of privilege ? 

Mr. Weekes declared, that at firſt he did not conſider it in 
that light, and afterwards, that he was afraid if he diſcontinued jt 
without the leave of his client, he would-be ſubjeC either to an 
attachment by the court in which the action was brought, or to an 
act on at the ſuit of Bingley for damages. He ſaid he had the 
higheft reſpe& for the Houſe, and would be happy to obey any 
order they ſhou!d make. 


Mr, Bingley was then called to the bar, 


SreaAKER,— Will you now diſcontinue the action? 

Bingley.—Sir, I never filed a replication, and fince the plex 
has been put in, I have been ſerved with a notice of trial, though 
I did not mean to bring it to trial. | 

Sreaxer.—Notice of trial before iſſue joined ! that muſt be 
irregular. 

Bingley.—I know not that; but I have the notice; and if any 
one has broken the orders of this Houſe, I conceive it is your own 
officer, who ſerved me with that notice. 

SPEAKER, — Will you diſcontinue, yes or no? 

The Houle having waited ſome time for an anſwer, 


Lord DeLvin ſaid it was inſulting their dignity to indulge 
this man further, and was proceeding to move for his commitment, 
but the Houle ſeemed inclined to give Mr. Bingley another oppor- 
tunity of anſwering. The queſtion was again put to him by the 
Speaker, and Mr. 5 not replying, | 


Sir Lucius O' BRAIN moved, that he ſhould be committed to 
the New Priſon ; which paſſed nem. con. 


Mr. Weekes being then called upon, and aſked if he meant to 
proceed further in this buſineſs, he declared he was ready to com- 
ply with any order the Houſe ſhould make, provided he was in- 
demnihed. 

The Houſe was proceeding to form ſome order of the kind, 
when Mr. Weekes informed them, that his client had deſired he 
might not longer continue his attorney, fo that he certainly would 

roceed no further, 

Upon this, Vir. Weckes was ordered to withdraw. 


Mr. C'Hara.—l gave notice ſeveral days ago, of a motion I 


intended to make of very great conſequence to this country, and 


I hope I ſhall not be precluded from going into it by a call for the 
order of the day, | 
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Mr, Fos rx told him the order of the day had been already 
called for, and if he choſe to ſpeak, the queſtion now was, ſhould 
they go into the order of the day or not? 


Mr. O'Hara infiſted the motion he was going to make ſhould 
precede the order of the day—he faid, he was aſtoniſhed that 
every buſineſs of importance was to be brought on in that Houſe by 
ſurpriſe—he underſtood new taxes were to be laid on—if fo, it 
would have been reſpectful in the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
have ſtated what thoſe taxes were, where there was to be an in- 
creaſe, and where a diminution of the revenue. How could gen- 
tlemen tell whether it was right to lay on additional duties on Poi- 
tugal wines, until they knew what duties were to be laid on 
French wines ? until they were informed of the tax on thoſe of 
Portugal ?—He alſo heard of a malt tax—he would rather have 
the merchant bound to pay the duty than ſubject gentlemen's 
houſes to be ſearched by revenue officers ; and if it was intended 
that they ſhould go into every meaſure blindfold, it was neceſſary 
ſuch information ſhould be given previous to the going into the 
committee of ways and means. 


Mr. Fos TER ſaid the new taxes were not to come on until to- 
morrow. This day was ſet apart for the affairs of Portugal. 


The queſtion being then put upon going into the committee, it 
was carried, 


Sir JouN PARNELIL having taken the chair, 


Mr. Fos rex moved the firſt reſohution, to continue the old du- 
ty on French wines. 


Mr. Gairriru.—I wiſh, if the Portugal buſineſs is to come 
on, that the right honourable gentleman would riſe in his place, 


and give the Houſe information previous to entering on any other 
buſineſs. 


Right HonourableW. Coxvncnanm—In my opinion, it would 
be a wiſe meaſure to reduce the duties on Spaniſh wines, and to 
encourage by every means in our power the trade to Spain. The 
Spaniards are an opulent and liberal people; they have a predi- 
lection for the manufactures of this country, and particularly to- 
wards our people. This good diſpoſition toward us, ought by all 
means to be encouraged; their wines ought to be favoured, and 
Ireland will find her account in it; for beſides obliging the people 
of Spain by ſuch a preference, we will have our wines much 
better and cheaper from Spain, than they can be furniſhed by any 
other country, and all our manufactures will find a ready market 
in Spain, and a profitable return. 


- 
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Right Honourable Tuomas Ox pe.—l beg the indulgetice of the 
committee for a few moments. I aſſure them that I have exerted 
the utmoſt zeal and attention, in endes vouring to remove the dif. 
ficulties which exiſt in Portugal againſt the admiſſion of our ma- 
nufactures. When laſt in England I made ſeveral perſonal appli- 
cations to the miniſter on that ſubject; and I was aſſured that 
things were ſtil] in train, and that the great object of his Majeſty's 
miniſters was to have Ireland included in all treaties that Great 
Britain ſhould make. | admit that great delay has ariſen in the Por- 
tugal huſinet(s, hut this is to be attributed entirely to the Portugueze 
miniſtry. The adminiſtration of the cuſtoms at Liſbon has de- 
layed making the neceſſary returns. Mr. Walpole, the Engliſh 
Ambaſſador, has remonſtrated the Iriſh merchants have remonſtra- 
ted but till no definitive anſwer has been given. I will there- 
fore offer no opinion on the ſubject, but leave it entirely to the 
committee to determine whether they will lay an additional tax on 
the wines of Portugal or not. 4 


Mr. Corn v.—Sir, I ſhall take the liberty of treſpaſſing on the 
Houſe but for a few minutes, to ſtate my idea on the buſineſs, as 
it has been explained by the right honourable gentleman, There 
has been, it ſeem, a long negociation between the miniſters of 
Great Britain and of Portugal, from which there appears no reſult, 
and this Houſe is now called upon to vindicate the right of the 
nation, and to determine whether a duty ſhall be impoſed on the 
Wines of Portugal. This the miniſter favs he will leave to the 
Houſe. Nothing can be apparently more fair, nothing more ho- 
nourable, nothing more candid than this conduct; but this I be- 
lieve, Sir, is a new kind of proceeding. I do think we never be- 
fore proceeded to lay on a tax without any thing to lead the judg- 
ment of this Houſe. I do confeſs it appears to be quite novel to 
me. I do apprehend it will be neceſſary for us to go into the de- 
tail of the whole of the trade of Portugal with this country, to 
know why we are to take this part: It will be highly important to 
take into Conſideration the importation of ſalt into Ireland, and 
our export of woollens to Portugal: they are both objects of the 
higheſt moment to this kingdom. I hope, Sit, a great deal will 
be done to convince this Houte how theſe objects are to be ſe- 
cured. I wiſh, Sir, too, to be ſc right, if I have miſconceived, 
or miſrepreſented any thing. 


The CHANCELLOR Of THE ExCcurqQUuEtR.— There is a ne- 
ceſſity for impoſing ſoine duty on the wines of Portugal, which 
may nearly amounc to a prohibition. There has been a great in- 
creaſe in the conſumption of the wines of Portugal, and there is 
a conſequent importance in our trade to that nation. 


Mr. Coxxv.—lt appears that this country is in a new ſituation 


with regard to our Portugucle trade, and we are not to have any 


= 
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detail of that trade. I confeſs 1 do moſt earneſtly wiſh to have 
ſome explanation on that topic, as well from the gratification 1 
always receive at hearing my hcnourable friend, as from the in- 
formation which I ſhould acquire thereby on this ſubject. I with 
while we are about an 2 of the Portugueſe trade, that we 
ſhould conſider the advantages that may be derived from the me- 
thod to be propoſed. It is evident, that as to the trade of Ireland 
with Portugal, our intereſt has not been inſiſted on by the Britiſh 
miniſter z and what is now done by the Iriſh miniſter? He leaves 
it to the Iriſh parliament to vindicate itſelf, Suppoſe, then, we 
now tax the wine of Portugal, will not Portugal tay the firſt in- 
fraction of the treaty originated with us? Will ſhe not ſay, I 
conſtrue the treaty according to the juſt ſenſe, ard Ireland has 
made the firſt attack on me? May ſhe not then be induced to 
clog the export of her ſalt to this kingdom, and what then be- 
comes of our proviſion trade? the ſalt muſt then come chrough 
Britain circuitouſly at a much higher rate, I wiſh to aſk the 
honourable gentleman on the other ſide cf the Houſe, [Mr. 
Conyngham] what injury might not ariſe by this means to our 
fiſhery. I therefore wiſh moſt heartily to go into the detail. 


Colonel ConvNncHam ſaid that ſalt of an equal if not of a ſu- 
perior quality, could be imported from Cadiz; that Holland im- 
ports more ſalt from Spain than from Portugal: he then took a 
view of our trade with Portugal, and ſtated that independent of 
our beef, butter and pork, ſhe did not take yearly 20,0001. of 
our manufactures ; that our linens can never expect a market of 
any conſequence at Liſbon, for very few of a fine kind are import - 
ed, and the kind that is in demand, comes from 75d. to 95d. a 
yard, which they import from Hamburgh, and of courſe from the 
lowneſs of price, the Iriſh linen cannot find a fale. It would be 
as unwiſe for Portugal to prohibit the exportation of her ſalt, as 
It would be for Ireland to prevent the exportation of her beef, 
butter and pork; beſides the Portugueſe veſſels are freighted 
with ſalt at half the coſt of what is ſhipped on foreign bottoms. 
He then made ſome obſervations on the Mcthuen treaty, to in- 
frat which ſeems to have been for ſome time paſt the object of the 
Portugueſe politics ; a treaty which he laid had been highly ad- 
vantageous in its conſequences, as well to Great Britain as to 
Portugal; and as an inſtance of its having becn heneticial to Por- 
tugal, he mentioned that a year and a half ago, he had been at 
the making up of the wines, and he was ſhe n a large tract cover- 
ed with rich vine-yards, and at the end cf every hundred acres a 
gentleman's villa, which, in the memory of the perſons who Lewed 
it to him, was A barren mountain, overrun with heath. 

He then ſtated, that the produce of the diltrict which was 
permitted to export, was in a good year 32,000 pipes, but he 
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took the average of 26,000 pipes; 20,000 Great Britain takes, 
Treland takes four. He concluded with faying, that Portugal 
muſt ſee the advantages of Ireland taking her wines, and it will 
be her intereſt to take the goods of Ireland. 


Mr. Loxer1e:.D.—In 2 debate in a former parliament, the 


miniſter of the day ſtepped boldly forward, and backed by an 

Iriſh Secretary of State, [Lord Hillſborough] a man whoſe good 

wiſhes to this country is never doubted by thoſe who know him, 

held out a firm and decided language. Mr. Eden, then argued 
that at that time it would be extremely impolitic to attempt hoſtile 
meaſures againſt Portugal, becauſe Great Britain was involved 
in a war with all the world z that at a more convenient ſeaſon, 
when England ſhould enjoy the bleſſings of peace, Portugal 
dare not deny our juſt claims. to an equal participation of the 
treaty, and muſt inevitably yield to power and juſtice united. 

Sir, at that time England imported from Portugal, not only 
the articles of the growth of Portugal, but alſo the articles of the 

owth of Spain; becauſe with the latter we were at war, there- 
fore to commence meaſures of hoſtility againſt Portugal at that 
time, would be exceedingly injudicious; but, Sir, the apology 
of England at that time was admiſſible, yet it will not by any 
means hold good at the preſent; that then, Sir, there was ſome 
excuſe for the tardineſs of Great Britain, I will readily admit; 
but now that ſhe is in a ſtate of profound tranquillity, what can 
be her excuſe ? Sure, Sir, no man will pretend to ſay, but that 
ſince peace has been concluded, England ſhould convince Por- 
tugal ofher error; and if, Sir, ſhe had a ſpark of generoſity for 
this country, would ſhe not peremptorily tell Portugal, that our 
zuſt claims ſhould be immediately ſatisfied. 

Now, Sir, we have been promiſed that England ſhall look 
upon an injury done to us as though it were done to herſelf; 
and, indeed, if we are to take part in her quarrels, which we ever 
did, and ever muft do, whenever ſhe pleaſcs to be in a paſſion, 
and reſent any real or ſuppoſed injury, it is juſt as proper that ſke 
ſhould take part in ours, I ſay, Sir, if we prohibit the importa- 

tion of Portugal wines, in conſequence of the behaviour of Por- 
tugal towards us, it is certainly, conſiſtent in purſuance of equa- 
litv and brotherly affection, incumbent on England to do the 
lame. | 

But, Sir, this intended prohibitory duty is no prohibition. | 
inſiſt upon it, that it will not make port much dearer than claret, 
and conſequently will ſcarcely leſſen the quantity imported; the 
only and the certain effect, therefore, of the meaſure, will be the 
taking ſo much money out of our pocket, under the ſpecious ap- 
pearance of eradicating our ways. 

Sir, an addreſs was moved in conſequence of Mr. Eden“ 
communicaiton with the Houſe, and on Lord Hillſberough's in- 


ious ap- 


Eden“ 
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formation that the Chevalier de Pinto had given à concluſive 
anſwer to the ſeveral remonſtrances ſent to Portugal, that the 
treaty of 1703 would not be conſtrued to comprehend the wool- 
len trade of Ireland; the addreſs was conceived in yg Paws 
and his Majeſty's anſwer declared, [he then read! his lend 
promiſes bis unremitted endeavours to open the eyes of Portugal, 
not only to a true ſenſe of the treaties ſubſiſting between the two 
crowns, but to a juſt underſtanding of her own intereſt ; and his 
Majeſty's promiſes to interfere in every poſſible effort for the 
attainment of that deſirable end.” 

Now, Sir, I imagine no tax ought to be laid on at the preſent ;. 
the diſcuſſion of the ſubje& is dangerous, it will undoubtedly 
alarm Portugal, and if ſhe was not appriſed of her error — 
next ſeſſion would be time enough, and then Great Britain mu 
lay on the ſame tax we do. This is I hope, Sir, a reaſonable 
concluſion, and will have the deſired effect in having this impor- 
tant ſubjeR have a mature inveſtigation, and not partake of that 
indecent hurry and ſhameful confuſion that has diſtinguiſhed too 
much the preſent meeting of parliament. If a tax muſt be laid on, 


ſhall propoſe 100l. per ton, as 40 or 50 is not only a concealed, 
but a produQtive tax. 


Sir Lucius O'Bx1ien.—l admit that under the Methuen 
treaty we are not included, but in an hiftorical account of other 
treaties, ſo far back as the year 1300, in the reign of Dionyſius, 
king of Portugal, Ireland was included as one of the moſt favour- 
ed nations. It is not proper for me to propoſe any thing, though 
I really think that it would be acting with proper ſpirit, to iſſue 
letters of marque to our merchants, to ſeize, fell, or deſtroy the 
goods of Portugal, until this country had juſtice done her. 


Mr. HaxTLEY.—l riſe not to oppoſe the meaſures of admini- 
tration, I ſee the nation is loſt to itſelf, every thing has been 
done to gain the good will of Portugal, and we muſt either enforce 
them to do us juſtice in this manner, or go to war. We have 
been formerly told, that when the general balance of trade is in 
our favour, we ought not to inſiſt on particular articles. There 
are four ſcore thouſand pounds balance in favour from our trade 
with Portugal, and after all, will our not importing 3000 ton of 
wine be of ſuch conſequence to Portugal as to have the defired 
eſe, It has been ſaid, that the Portugueſe make thirty thou- 
land ton of wine annually, and we take but four; that is one 
ſeventh and a half of the whole produce. Let us too remember 
the value of their ſalt, and alſo their oil, which is much uſed in 
our manufactures, and comes much cheaper than that of Gallipoli. 
Let gentlemen turn all this in their minds, and conſider maturely 
before they determine. I do not riſe to oppoſe, for perhaps if we 
neglect this opportunity of enforcing our claim, we may be for 


twelve months more in a fruitleſs negociation, 
Vor. IV. 
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Mr. Coxxy.—l ſhall trouble the Houſe with a very few more 
words, but I ſhall not throw out any idea whether the meaſure 
be wiſe or not; for I confeſs I cannot take upon me to ſay whe- 
ther it is or not without inveſtigation, nor can I, without injuring 
this country, agree to go thus blindfolded into this buſineſs. It 
was right and proper to ſee the nature of the buſineſs. Look at 
the caſe into which Ireland is put by this meaſure—Suppoſe 
Portugal involved in a war, in which England is by treaty bound to 
ſupport her, and now ſuppoſe Ireland impoſes the preſent tax, 
and that Portugal in revenge impoſes a tax upon her commodities 
which are exportable to Ireland, and while the two nations are in 
this ſtate of commercial warfare, you will be called upon to ſup- 
port Great Britain. I put to you this ridiculous ſituation as a 
conſequence which may happen to both countries. It has been 
ſtated to be extemely dangerous to ſubmit to this expoſition of the 
treaty, What is the ſtate of the eaſe though, and what is the 
example involved in that cafe. The Engliſh miniſter refuſes to 
interfere, and leaves the vindication of her rights to Ireland her- 
ſelf. He ſays, no, I will not make it a common cauſe between 
England and Ireland; and what will foreign powers ſay in conſe- 
quence of this? May they not ſay, we will call upon Ireland, 
we will break the faith of treaties with her, for England will not 
interfere. And this ſoleciſm in politics would be involved in ſuch 
conduct. It had been thrown out in the laſt ſeſſion, that much 
diſcuſſion muſt precede any thing being done with regard to Por- 
tugal, and I therefore moved for treaties, which were refuſed to 
me. Had they been granted this queſtion would have come 
much more matured before the Houſe. I think the manner in 
which the buſineſs is now. brought on, forces on the parliament a 
reſponſibility which it is not capable to aſſume to itſelf, It goes 
to the breach of treaties, without any one of them being even 
laid before the Houſe. Having ſaid this much, I wiſh to be un- 
ſtood not to have ſaid one word which tended to the queſtion of 
the merits or demerits of miniſters. 


Mr, Bu cn, (of Oldtown)—1 think the Iriſh parliament, if 
the treaty has been broken, ought to take notice of it before 
England, I commend the candour of the miniſter, and think his be- 
haviour preferable to the higher one. In my opinion England ought 
to conſider the refuſal as made to one of her own internal places. 
J cannot ſee why the intereſts ot Ireland ſhould not be as much 
conſulted as thoſe of Scotland or Wales, or even Yorkſhire, by 
the Engliſh miniſter ; but I confeſs I think it proper that the Iriſh 
nation ſhould take it up firſt, 


Mr, Gz1ey1TH begged leave to remind the Houſe of the ſpeech 
of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, in which he had ſaid, that 
* common intereſt in treaties with foreign ſtates form a ſure bond 
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of mutual connection and attachment between Great Britain and 
Ireland.“ This certainly muſt have been intended to apply to 
the treaty with Portugal, or it meant nothing; he therefore wiſh- 
ed to addreſs his Majeſty to take meaſures to oblige Portugal to 
perform the Methuen treaty agreeable to its true ſpirit, 


Mr. Fos Te then moved, that an additional duty of zol. per 
ton be laid on all wine coming from Portugal and the Madeiras, 


ſo long as Portugal ſhall continue to refuſe the goods of Ire- 
land, : 


Mr. Garri ſaid he wiſhed to call to the recollection of 
gentlemen, that in the laſt ſeſſion they had a committee on the 
affairs of Portugal; that a Portugal merchant, in his examination 
upon oath, ſaid Portugal thought very little of the trade of Ite- 
land, and that as to wine, Ruſſa would take more than ſhe could 
ſupply. Much has been ſaid on both fides of the Houſe of the 
ſincerity of miniſters; he would aſk the Right Honourable Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer what, in his fincere opinion, would 
England do, if her manufactures were refuſed in Portugal, — 
Would ſhe not ſend a fleet, and burn the town of Liſbon. 


THe CHANCELLOR of THe ExCHEQUER replied, that his 
hncere opinion was, that may = ought, and would do, what 
his advice to Ireland was, lay a heavy duty on the wines of 


Portugal. 


Mr. Loxeritiy ſaid he faw many inconveniencies that 
would ariſe in granting the preſent duty, which he hoped would 
cauſe it to be delayed until the next ' ſeſſion, —The reaſon given 
formerly, when Great Britain was at war with Spain, was, that 
Portugal was neceſſary to bring many things in a circuitous 
manner to England; but whenever there was peace, Portugal 
ſhould be compelled to do juſtice to Ireland. He wiſhed then to 
delay any further proceeding till the next ſeſſion, letting what 
had paſſed go out, Perhaps Portugal might be brought to enter 
into the ſpirit of the Methuen treaty, if not, the Houſe might 


b if enter into ſtronger reſolutions, 

2 | . 

- wh The queſtion was then put and agreed to. 

ught 

= The CHANCELLOR or The ExcueqQuer then moved a 


| ty -y Spaniſh wines of 20l. per ton, formerly 251. which was 
arried. 


He then propoſed the uſual duties on other wines, all which 
were agreed to. 


Sir Joux PARNELIL was then ordered to report to the Houſe, 


and deſire leave to fit again, which h d 
ark me; Zain, which he accordingly did, and the 
TA | 


$10 PARLIAMENTARY 


TouesDaY, FEBRUARY, 22, 1785. 


An officer from St, Ann's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
ſuant to their order, an account of the money applotted for the 
intenance of the watch of St. Ann's pariſh, the 1 


of perſons employed, and the different expences thereof for tiᷣd 


years, ending the 25th of March 1784. 


An officer from St. Peter's pariſh preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
fuant to their order, an account of the expences of the watch of 
St, Peter's pariſh for two years, ending the 29th of Septem- 
ber, 1784. . 


An officer from St. James pariſh preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
ſuant to their order, an account of the expence of the watch of 
> oxy pariſh for two years, ending the 25th day of March, 
17 


A petition of the diſtillers of Dublin, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that if a malt tax was eſtabliſhed 
in lieu of the preſent exciſe upon ale and ſpirits, it would, in a 
great meaſure, prevent clandeſtine diſtilling, and be the means of 
producing a moſt lucrative and permanent revenue, and that if 
the Houſe ſhould think it expedient at this time to lay a tax on 
malt, equivalent to the preſent exciſe on ale and ſpitits, petition- 
ers ſubmit the propriety of laying one ſtülling per barrel on all 
malt made in or imported into this kingdom, and to make a re- 
duction of ſix-pence per gallon on the exciſe at preſent laid on 
ſpirits, and two ſhillings per barrel reduction on ale; and that it 
would be highly advantageous to the revenue, to compel all diſ- 
tillers working with ſtills under five hundred gallons, to pay ex- 
Ciſe for twelve times the ſpirit charge of their ſtill of low wines 
for every twenty eight days, and thoſe working with ſtills under 
one thouſand gallons to pay exciſe for eight times the ſpirit charge 
of their ſtill of low wines, and thoſe working with ſtills of one 
thouſand gallons and upwards, to pay exciſe for ſix times the ſpi- 
rit charge of their ſtill of low wines, and praying the Houſe to 
take the premiſes into their conſideration. | 


Mr. BexesrorD moved that a committee be appointed to 
take into conſideration the expenditure of three thouſand pounds, 
—— laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for the improvement of the 
ur of Dublin, by laying down moorings, and turning 
the courſe of the tiver Dodder. 


And a committee was appointed accordingly. 
Mr. GairrI TR. —I wiſh to know the expence of building the 


new Cuſtom-houſe to this day, as I do not find any notice taken 
of it in the accounts laid before the Houſe, | 


FA 


[ 
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Mr. Be AESTOoRD.— The reaſon is, that this expenditure comes 
under the head of management and incidents; but for the ho- 
nourable gentleman's ſatisfaction, he will ſoon ſee a. ſpecial ac- 
count of what he deſires, laid before the Houſe. 


Mr. GRx1erFiTH moved, “that the proper officer lay before the 
Houſe, an account of the money expended in building the new 
Cuſtom- houſe to this day,” which was ordered accordingly. 


The trial of the Baltinglaſs petition was, on a motion of Mr. 
Stratford, poſtponed to the 2oth of April next. 


The Houſe then reſolved into a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
to take into conſideration the ways and means for raiſing the ſup- 
ply to his Majeſty, Sir John Parnell in the chair. 


The CHaxceLLOR of THE ExCHeqQUER moved the ſeveral 
duties on ſugar, 


Mr. HART LE v aſked if the duty and drawback were to remain 
on theſe commodities, as they had been in the laſt year; and 
being anſwered they were, the ſeveral duties were agreed to. 


The CHAaNnceLLoOR of THE Ech opened the whole 
of the expences of the nation, which he ſtated to be 938, oool. 
which with the ſum of 60,000l. the uſual grants to Charter- 
ſchools, which having been generally given could not well be 
denied, ſo that the whole will amount to very near, and may 
therefore for the ſake of round numbers be computed to be-a mil- 
lion.” He could not compute the probable expence of the mili- 
tia; but he wiſhed to equalize the revenue to the expences. The 
revenue was to be eſtimated at 870, ooo and there would be a 
conſequent deficiency of, between 130, and 140,000l. it was a 
diſagreeable taſk to propoſe taxes to ſo great an amount, but as 
they muſt fall ſome where, he boped he might be able to propoſe 
ſuch as might lay the leaſt burden on the public. He ſhould there- 
fore go through the whole, and the firſt tax he had to propoſe was 
a malt tax, and he hoped, ſo calculated as to promote the brewe- 
ry and diſtillery ; and from thence that agriculture might be en- 
couraged. This duty was to be 25. 6d. per barrel on malt, and 
it was intended alſo to extend to imported malt; on an average of 
ſome years there had been about one million and three quarters 
of malt conſumed, on which there would be a duty of 36,8311. 
which it was intended to grant a compenſation to the diſtillery, 
by reducing the exciſe on ſpirits from 14d. a gallon to 8d. and 
this was done on the confidence that where eight gallons were 
now ſold, there would be fourteen conſumed under the preſent 
regulation; ſo that tax will continue to be equally productive; 
the malt tax beſides being to be computgd on the additional gal- 
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lons, which it is ſuppoſed will be ſold under this new regulation, 
will amount to * er and the whole —— will amount to 
64,4581. He next came to the quantity of malt conſumed in the 
brewery, and he ſtated, that during the four = laſt paſt, there, 
has been, at an average, 457, 360 barrels of ale which had paid 
duty; that on the calculation made from the brewer's oath, every 


barrel of ale requiring ſeven ſtone and a quarter of malt, the whole 


of the tax upon that ſhould be 26, 325l. It was now intend- 
ed to give the brewer a full drawback; and therefore the 
operation of the malt tax will fall alone on the beer, not 
now paying duty; this would produce on ale a ſum of 11,530l, 
this duty from {mall beer would produce 35421. for on this he 
did not mean toallow any drawback, becauſe the commillioners 
of the revenue have a power of raiſing the price of ſmall beer, 
as malt ſhall riſe ; this incumbrance on ſmall beer was not above 
52d. The total produce of theſe duties would be 70,5 3ol. 


Mr. HaxTLEy deſired to know what compenſation was to be 
made to the brewer ? 


The CHanceLLoR of THe ExcutqUEr replied, that the 
duty being 28. 6d. per barrel of twelve ſtones, that is 25d. a 
ſtone, it was propoſed to give the brewer a full drawback of 18d. 
the barrel of ale, being made from ſeven ſtone and a quarter of 
malt. His next propoſal was a ſecond 5 per cent. on dry goods, 
which he computed at about 3oool. It had been for ſome time in 
his thoughts to propoſe an addition to the ſtamps, of one half, 
which would produce about 17,0031. per ann. but as the law 
proceedings ſeemed to be charged as heavily as they can bear, 
he ſhould not now propoſe any general ſcheme of that ſort : He 
had however four objects of that kind: His firſt was regiſtering 
memorials of deeds, &c. His ſecond was legacies ; his third 
was policies of inſurance ; and his fourth on probates of wills; 
but as he had underſtood, there was a tax on that already, he 
ſhould not inſiſt upon it. That the tax on the policies of inſu- 
rance ſeemed to promiſe to be productive as the fluctuating pro- 
perty of England, which is liable to be conſumed, and is there- 
fore inſured, which amounts to 140 millions. The next tax up- 
on an article was intended to be propoſed, upon foreign bees- 
wax imported, of 6d. per Ib. which would produce Sool. per 
annum. His next propoſition was, an additional 5 per cent on 
the import duties on all goods, except tobacco, ſugar, and thoſe 
which were equalized Jak year, and would produce 8oool. His 
next duty was one of a new nature; it was a tax upon tobacco, 
it at preſent paid 115d. per Ib. and it was his intention to propoſe 
to lower it ſo as to prevent ſmuggling; in order to make good the 
reduction, Which would be the conſequence, he intended pro- 
poling a duty of 20. a lb. for every lb. of tobacco made into rolls: 

* 
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propoſed a licence of 51. a year for every tobacco-table, and 40s. 
a year for every tobacco-wheel ; this he computed would pro- 
duce 16,700]. He alſo propoſed a licence on ſoap-boilers, ſel- 
lers of paper-hangings, plate, &c. 203. a year. He alſo propoſed 
another licence upon grocers in large towns of 20s. per annum; 
and alſo of 108. per annum upon grocers in ſmall towns; and alſo 
on the manufacturers of tobacco of 408. per annum, all which 
amount to 15, oool. per annum, all which together produce 
141,291], but call it 140,000], the ſum wanted. He ſaid another 
tax had ſuggeſted itſelf to him, which was this: He had obſerved, 
that the leather in England was much better than that of Ireland; 
and this aroſe from the tax, for in Ireland they keep it long in the 
beet to make it weigh heavy to the purchaſers ; while in England 
they get it as dry as they can to avoid exciſe. One penny per lb. 
on Iriſh leather would produce 60001. There was another tax 
which had been alſo hinted at, namely, one upon all perſons who 
ſhould migrate from this country, except to Great Britain. He 
then ſtated, that the taxes formerly allotted to the charter ſchools, 
&c. were to be thrown into the maſs, and amounted to 6000l. 


He then proceeded to move his reſolutions, the firſt of which was 
the tax on malt, a 


Mr. Gzoxce MoxrCOMERV aſſerted, that this was the firſt 
inſtance of a government, in profound peace, adding moſt bur- 
then ſome taxes on native commodities. He would venture to ſay, 
that this tax was the moft miſchievous that could be impoſed, as 
it would givea preference in this country to Engliſh barley, and 
it would be ineffeQtual, even as to the pointpretended to be formed 
by it, he meant the diſtilleries; and without anſwering that end, 
it would open n_ man's houſe to the inſpection of ruthanly ex- 
ciſemen. The right honourable gentleman had brought in a bill 
to reſtrain the liberty of the preſs, and if he perſiſted in theſe 


meaſures he muſt bring in another to prevent the freedom of 
ſpeech. 


Mr. Gairriru begged leave to ſay a very few words; he 
approved of the principle upon which the right honourable gen- 
tleman's taxes were formed, as they were intended to be a check 
upon ſmuggling. But there was one thing ſtruck him as exception- 
able on the firſt view of them. By the new regulations between 
the two countries, whatever exciſe you lay on your own commo- 
dities you are to lay the like on thoſe from Great. Britain, Now 
he ſuppoſed that the ſame tax was intended to be laid of 2+. 6d. a 
barrel on Engliſh malt, and he confeſſed at firſt fight, it had a 
fait appearance; but then did gentlemen remember, that Engliſh 
malt, from perhaps a ſuperiority, fold for 198. a barrel, while 
that of Ireland was only 1 3s. a barrel z now where was the equality 
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n this? the duty to be equal ought at leaft to be 38. 6d. on Eng- 
liſh malt. Now has the right honourable gentleman found a wa 
to bring this to a greater degree of equality? for his (Mr. Grit 
fith*s) part, he knew no other way than by laying the duty on ad 


He knew he ſhould be told by the right honourable gen- 


tleman, let the Iriſh malſters make as good malt as the Engliſh, and 
they will get as good a price, and by that means equalize the du. 
ty; but he wiſhed gentlemen to conſider, that it was a new manu- 
ſacture in this country,, and was in a ſtate of improvement, and 
had been much improved by the right honourable gentleman's 
corn bill. In addition to what he he had already ſaid, he had an 
objection to make to ſome other parts of the right honourable gen- 


, tleman's propoſitions, and particularly to his collateral taxes, for 


ſuch he muſt efteem the licences propoſed by the right honourable 
gentleman z they were 2 kind of tax which you cannot at all 
draw-back. It was intended, as was given out, that an equalit 

of taxes was to operate as a protection to the commodities of this 
country ; but how can ſuch an equality be produced, or how can 
any protection ariſe from it, where the licence is made to become 


a part of the tax, and can by no means be brought into any ſcheme 
of equalizing the duties ? 


Mr. O'Hax a objected to the new duties, becauſe they required 
a great number of additional revenue officers to collect them, and 
would thereby add a very conſiderable influence to the crown, 
which hadalready too much. The malt tax was ſaid to amount 
to 79,5 301. and it was alſo ſaid, that it would be an encourage- 
ment to tillage 3 it was, in his mind a difficult matter to find a 
heavy tax that could prove to be an encouragement. He had 
yeſterday aſked if there was to be any tax propoſed on malt, 
and had ſuggeſted, that if there was, it would be better to tax 
the produce of other countries ; and he particularly had mentioned 
wine, He found that the ſyſtem of this adminiſtration was to 
hurry every meaſure through the Houſe, as faſt, nay, perhaps, 
faſter than decency would admit. "ihe militia was a ſubjeC of new 
patronaze alſo; they were determined to extend their influence to 
every part of the kingdom, and not to leave a village where they 


will not have an extravagant authority by the increaſe of revenue 
officers. 


The Right Honourable GzoxcGe OLE ſaid, that he had ob- 
ſerved in the liſt of taxes now mentioned, one on the * 
of memorials. He could not, he ſaid, tell how far that might at- 
fect the office he held, which wanted regulation rather than taxa- 
tion. But he afſured the committee, that if the tax was deemed 
of public benefit, they ſhould have his aſſiſtance, as he ſhould 
ever difregard his own private emolument, when put in competi- 
tion with the welfare of the nation. 


mm, =», > = 


The Right Honourable Joun Benresrord faid, that the malt 


tax was an object defired by the diſtiller, the brewer and the mal- 


ſter, and he was convinced would prove higly advantageous to the 
farmer, and greatly promote agriculture, by eſtabliſhing a regular, 
fair and open demand for the grain of which malt is made. 

He computed that the quantity of ſpirits which at preſent do 
not pay duty, amounts to one full third of all that are diſtilled in 
the kingdom; for there are two kinds of fraudulent diſtillers, one 
that pay nothing at all, but carry on this trade in private; the 
other, who take out a licence, but pay as little as they can. The 
latter, he ſaid, are infinitely the moſt miſchievous to the fair tra- 
der, as they manage their affairs by bribing the officers, and theſe 
in one week produce more ſpirits than the others can ina year. 

The new regulations, he ſaid, would bring both theſe ſorts of 
ſmugglers to account with the public, by laying two ſhillings and 
ſix pence per barrel on malt, which cannot be made with the ſame 
2 that ſpirits may be diſtilled. The fraudulent diſtiller, who 
at preſent pays nothing at all, will pay five pence a gallon on his 
ſpirits, which is but three pence leſs than the fair trader will then 
pay; this will not enable him to bribe the officers, or tempt him 
to run the riſque of loſing his property; beſides it is intended 
to make ſeveral regulations in favour of the fair diſtiller, by giv- 
ing an allowance to large ſtills, which will reduce even the three 
pence advantage that the fraudulent diſtiller apparently has. 

He ſaid, the diſtillers have preſented a petition, containing a 
number of very ſenſible regulations; he believed many of them 
would be adopted, and he doubted not but by theſe means all ſpi- 
rits would be brought to pay duty. 

The advantage to the brewing trade, he ſaid, was ſtill more ob- 

vious ; by bringing all private brewing to pay a tax the trade muſt 
be much encreaſed to the public brewer, and the tax payable on 
malt would be abundantly compenſated to him, by his drawing 
back the duty now payable on ale. It had, he ſaid, been objec- 
ted, that no duty was laid on Engliſh malt liquor; this, he ſaid, 
was a miſtake, as Engliſh malt liquor was certainly included in 
the ſyſtem of adjuſtment ; and there was this further advantage, 
that by that ſyſtem one billing and one penny bounty, which 
Great Britain now gives on malt liquor, exported from thence to 
this kingdom, would be withdrawn. 
It had been objected to the ſyſtem of taxes now propoſed, that 
it would augment the influence of the crown, by increaſing the 
number of revenue officers. But one of the great perfeQtions of 
the ſyſtem was, that it would not increaſe the number of officers, 
exceptin a very few inſtances indeed. 

He therefore. thought this would be a proper time to mention 
the neceſſity of increaſing the falaries of officers, in order to put 
them above the temptation of a bribe, Their preſent ſalaries had 
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been eſtablithed above an hundred years ago, when the price of 
every thing was very different from what it is at this day, and 
when they had much leſs duty to perform; by the new arrange- 
ment their duty would be rendered ſtill more laborious, and he 
truſted the board would not be thought to act laviſbly in raiſing a 
guager to fifty pounds per annum, and ſo in proportion the other 
officers of the excile. | 


Mr. Hayes ſaid that when it was propoſed in a former ſeſ- 
fion to lay a tax of four ſhillings on every perſon in a family of 
ſuch as brewed for their own conſumption, he warmly oppoſed a 
meaſure which ſeemed to him peculiarly oppreſſive on a very va- 
luable body of the community; at the ſame time candour obliged 
him to confeſs that he then declared, that if a malt tax was brought 
forward, which might ſomewhatrelieve the diſtiller, and materially 
benefit the breweries of this kingdom, he would give it his ſup- 
port. He viewed the preſent meaſure in that light, and would 
ces vote for it. 


Mr. Buzuz ſaid when he was out of office he had propoſed 
to lay a tax upon malt, in the manner now brought forward z and 
now that he was in office, he would give it his utmoſt ſupport, 
He thought it a meaſure ſo neceſſary, that even if the exigencies 
of the ſtate did not demand new ſources of revenue, till it would 
be neceſſaty, as a regulation of protection to the honeſt diſtiller, 
and the honeſt brewer. The only perſons who bear any new bur- 
den, are the men of fortune who brew their own liquor, and 
have thereby an unjuſt exemption from contributing to the public 
revenue; and the knaviſh brewer and diſtiller who defraud the 
revenue. As to the firſt, he ſaid, he was ſure that claſs was fully 
ſatisfied with the new arrangement; for his own part he would be 
aſhamed to look a poor tenant in the face, if he ſhould refuſe to 
ſubmit his own brewing to a tax, after having taxed every quart 
of ale which the poor man drank. 

As to the other clafs, no man in the Houſe would avow himſelf 
the advocate for the knaviſh diſtiller or brewer z on the contrary, 
it muſt give m_ ſatisfaction to have them compelled to do the 
fair trader juſtice, A great part of the temptation to fraud would, 
he ſaid, be removed, by dividing the tax between the malt and 
the ſpirits ; for in every atteinpt to cheat the revenue, the trouble 
of the diſtiller avould be much encreaſed, and the chances of his 
being detected greatly multiplied ; while the prize, for which he 
was to riſque his property, could be only half as great as it had 
formerly been. He faid that what had been advanced reſpecting 
the injury, which it was ſuppoſed agriculture would ſuſtain from 
a malt tax, had no weight in his mind, when he ſaw Great Britain 
paying a malt tax of three millions and an half, without any in- 
jury to her agriculture. a 


Tur CHANCELLOR OP THE ExCHEQUER then proceeded to 
move a number of reſolutions, conformable to the propoſitions he 
had ſtated to the committee, (except as to ſtamps, regiſtry and 
inſurance, which he reſerved for conſideration) all which reſolu - 
tions paſſed without any divifion. 


Sir Foun PARNELL reported progreſs, and the Houſe adjourned, 


TT 
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The deputy clerk of the crown and hanaper preſented to the 
Houſe, purſuant to their order, a liſt of ſuch perſons as have ta - 
ken out commiſſions of the peace from the 29th of September 
1783, to the firſt of January 1785. ; 


An officer from St. John's 2 reſented to the Houſe, purſuant 
to their order, an account of the ſums applotted for the ſupport of 
the watch of St. John's pariſh, together with the manner in which 
the ſame has been expended, for two years ending the 25th of 
March 1784. | 


Mr. Gatrrirk moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houſe, an eſtimate of the expence to be incurred in com- 
pleating the new Cuſtom-houſe”” —Ocdered. 


Mr. Joun Worte moved, © that the proper officer do forthwith 
lay before the Houſe, a copy of the laſt rule made by the court of 
King's Bench, in the caſe of the King againſt. Henry Steevens 
Reilly, Eſq; late high ſheriff of the county of Dublin,”—Or- 
dered. 


The Houſe, according to order, reſolved itſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of ways and means 
for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty. 


Taz CyHaNnceLLok of THe ExcHeqQuer moved a tax of 
Al. upon all carriages with four wheels, except hackney carriages z 
40s, of all thoſe regiſtered in Dublin, to be given to the paving 
corporation. 


Mr. Joux WoLee objected to country carriages being ſaddled 
with a tax for the pavement of Dublin, He faid, he liked very 
well the improvements which had been lately made in the metropo- 
lis, and for which many thanks were due to a right honourable 
member, [Sir John Blaquiere] but ke thought the city of Dublin 
ſufficiently able to pay for them. | 
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Mr. MonTcomrry alſo objected to the tax, and declared 
that the raiſing every thing ſo high, was the cauſe of ſending ma- 
ny gentlemen abroad, who ſpent their whole fortunes in places 
where they could have every enjoyment much cheaper than in this 
kingdom. | 

Mr. Maso denied that the comforts of life could be enjoyed 
at a cheaper rate in any country; he inſiſted that this was a wiſe 
tax, becauſe it was felt only by the rich, and that thoſe people 

who were driven out of Ireland, and ſpent their fortunes abroad, 
were driven away by the tarring and teathering, and conſtant riots 
and outrages which prevailed here more than in any civilized na- 
uon. 0 

Mr. MoxrGO MHR replied with ſome warmth, and reprobated 
the ſhameful practice that prevailed with Iriſhmen more than an 
people in the world, to aſperſe and miſrepreſent the character of 
the nation; no man in office had acted in this manner, when the 
gaols were broken open in London, and the houſes fired by the 
 Populace; ſuch a tumult never was known in this kingdom, and 
yet the miniſter of England, nor any of his aſſociates, made it 
matter of parliament invective. | 


Mr. Maso replied, that notwithſtanding the riots in London 
were outrageous, they were momentary, and could not be com- 
— to what paſſed here, when no man knew how ſoon he might 

tarred and feathered, a practice which continued many days, 


Tue CyaxceLLor or THE Excurquer explained the 
coach tax: Thoſe country carriages which did not come to Dublin, 
would pay nothing to the ſtreets or paving tax; theit money 
would go to the ſtate, for the — advantage of the kingdom; 
but part of what was paid by Dublin carriages, would go to the 
corporation, and the owners would enjoy the convenience of it. 
He declared he thought the only reaſonable objection that could 
have been made, would be, that the country carriages did not 
contribute to this laudable purpoſe. 


The queſtion being put on the reſolution, the committee di- 
vided, a 
Ayes 79 | Noes 16 
Mr. Fos Tex moved the tax on hawkers. 
Mr. HaxTLEY aſked were news-hawkers included. 


Upon examining the reſolution, Mr. Foſter declared he did 
not mean to tax them, and agreed to except them particularly. 


Mr. Fos r ER then moved the eſtabliſhment of the poſt- ofñce. 


Mr. Gairr ir ſaid he wiſhed for information, as to the net 
revenue and groſs receipts of the office. 
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Mr. Pox$0NBy ſaid the receipts amounted to 28,0001. per ann. 
and that 8, oool. was paid into the treaſury. 


Mr. Gzx1ee1TH expreſſed much diſſatisfaction at the great diſ- 
proportion between the groſs receipts and the net revenue ariſing 
out of the poſt ofice. He ſaid that as the profit to the public 
was ſo ſmall, and the burden to individuals ſo great, he thought 
it would be better to give up this branch of revenue, and reduce 
the price of poſtage to their former rates. 


Right Honourable W. B. Po N so replied, that the poſtage 
charged on letters differed from a tax moſt materially z it was 
payment for a ſervice actually performed; but if it produced no 
revenue whatſoever to the ſtate, and at its firſt inftitution it was 
not intended to produce any, till it was ſo beneficial to com- 


merce that it muſt be maintained. He would, however, inform 


the honourable gentleman, that 20, oool. expended by the poſt- 
office could not be conſidered as management, as out of it was 
paid the hire of all the men and all the horſes, together with the 
ſalaries of all the poſt-maſters and deputy poſt-maſters, ſalaries of 
clerks, and every contingent expence incurred by the carriage of 
letters throughout the kingdom. 


Mr. Coxxy obſerved, that in many caſes great taxes were 
evied upon the public, and the purpoſe for which they were in- 
tended were ſo negligently carried into effect, that there were often 
ſtrong grounds of complaint; but in the preſent caſe, whatever 
the tax might be, he Fl himſelf called upon to declare, in juſ- 
tice to the honourable gentleman at the head of adminiſtration, in 
juſtice to the poſt-maſters general, and to thoſe gentlemen who 
aſſiſted them, that the buſineſs of the poſt- office was carried on 
with a degree of vigour and energy highly to the honour of thoſe 


who direct it, and infinitely to the advantage of trade and com- 
merce. | 


The Right Honourable WILLI IId Cox vN SUA faid he 
thought himſelf bound to bear teſtimony to the merits of thoſe 
gentlemen who had the ſuperintendance of the poſt- office, and to 
declare, that they had paid great attention to that moſt valuable 
ot ject, the fiſheries of Ireland. This conduct, he ſaid, had in 
this reſpect been very different from that of perſons who formerly 
direfted this department; he had formerly applied both here, and 
even to miniſters in England, to get a poſt eſtabliſhed to the 
northweſt parts of Ireland, but he had been told that revenue 
was the object, and that if this part would not produce revenue 
equal at leaſt to its expence, it could not be eſtabiiſbed. To 
juſtify this determination, and to prove that no partrality exiſted, 
he had been ſhewn the applications made by ſeveral trading towns 
in England, which had been refuſed upon the fame principal 
But at preſent the caſe in Ireland is altered; no fooner was an ap- 
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plication made than it was attended to ; and this perhaps was the 
reaſon why the expence was ſo great, and the profit ſo little, be- 


cauſe the convenience of the public was more regarded than the 
increaſe of revenue. | 


% | 
The CxanceLLOR oF THE ExCHEQUER ſaid, that from 
Sir John Parnell's particular ſituation as chairman, he could not 
ſo properly ſpeak upon the ſubject before the committee; but he 
had authorized him to declare, that the part of the country in 
which he lived, had been very much benefited by the regulations 
of the poſt ; and that he thought it right to make this declaration, 


in juſtice to the noblemen and gentlemen who have the direction 
of that department. 


Mr. Coxxy ſaid he had forgot to ſtate a very ſtrong reaſon 


which induced him to give his approbation to the right honoura- 


ble miniſter, and the noblemen and gentlemen who conduct the 
poſt-office. In the courſe of the kal ſummer he had, out of 
curioſity, taken a tour round the fiſhing coaſts of the kingdom. 
He had in the north weſt obſerved the utmoſt inconvenience ariſing 
in buſineſs, from the want of an eſtabliſhed poſt. On his re- 
turn to Dublin, he mentioned this to the miniſter and the gen- 
tlemen of the Poſt-Office. He had the pleaſure to fay, that it 
was taken up with a degree of alacrity that did them honour, 
and a poſt had been immediately eſtabliſhed, 


Sir Lucius O' BIE ſaid there had been great advantages 
produced by the regulation of the poſt; that if inſtead of 
producing boool. a year to the public revenue, it had incur- 
red an expence of Soool. a year beſides the produce of the 
office, theſe advantages Toad be cheaply purchaſed, 


Mr. HaxTLEzy (when the export duty on rabbits fur was pro- 
poſed) ſaid that he had the honour to preſent the Houſe with a 
petition from the hat-makers of Dublin, and a petition was alſo 

reſented from the hatters of Cork, by a right honourable mem- 
1 3 (Secretary of State) praying an additional duty on the ex - 
portation of rabbits fur; therefore, added he, I think this a pro- 
per time to make a motion on the ſubject, by which we ſhall give 
our own manufacturers a preference in the material this country 

roduces; and in doing this J only follow the example of Great 
a, who has upon this as well as her other materials 
of manufaQture, laid heavy reſtrictions againſt the exportation, 
with this difference, that the duty I ſhall propoſe will not be a 
prohibitory one, but only, as I ſa'd before, one that ſhall give our 
people a preference: I therefore move you, That an additional 
duty of one — and nine pence 12-20ths be laid on every 
pound of rabbits fur exported from this kingdom.” 


* 
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Right Honourable WILLIAM Co N YNORA.—I am not 
thoroughly acquainted of the neceſſity there is to lay on ſuch a 
duty 3 but this far I know, that if it reduces the demand for rab- 
bits ſkins, it will materially injure the property of many gentle- 
men in this kingdom; one of them in particular of my acquain- 


tance, in the county of Donegall, whoſe income entirely ariſes 
from that produce. 


Mr. MoxTcomERy, of Donegall, corroborated the aſſertion. 


Mr. HaxTLEy.,—Gentlemen miſtake me; I do not contend 
for a prohibition to export; but if I did, the late conduct of the 
Britiſh parliament, in denying the exportation of wool, though 
evidently for the advantage of a nuinber of landed gentlemen, 
ſhews us that the general good ſhould take place of private emo- 
lument. 


The CHaNnceLLogk of Tue ExcueQUER,—T havedoubts on 
this ſubject ; it ſeems to militate againſt the ſyſtem we have for 
ſome time paſt adopted, to encourage our produce, by facilitating 
its export, as we have done in the caſe of wool and corn; be- 
fdes I ſubmit to gentlemen, whether it is proper for us at this 
time, while the commercial adjuſtment between the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, are pending, to enact a hoſtile duty, 
whoſe object is ſo inconſiderable. The honourable gentleman 
who made this motion, ſhould al ſo conſider that a great exporta- 
tion of hats has taken place from this country fince the late war, 
ſo that the hat nnufactory is a flouriſhing one, without any aſſiſ- 


tance, 


Mr. HARTLEY.—I ſhall not perſiſt in my motion this time, 
hoping againſt next ſeſſion this matter may be reconſidered by 
tze gentlemen in the confidence of adminiſtration; but before I 
it down, I think proper to ſet the right honourable gentleman 
tight, by informing him that the exportation of hats he has men- 


tioned, was of felt hats, which have no relation whatever to this 
queſtion. 


The Right Honourable WILLIAM Convncnyam moved, 
that a duty of 10s. per barrel be laid on all herrings imported 
into this kingdom, except thoſe imported from Great Britain,” 

This motion was agreed to. 


The CHanceLt,or of THe Excutqven ſaid the duty on 
molaſſes was unneceſſary; and therefore the duty of ſeventy ſhil- 
lings per Cwt. was diſcontinued. 

He moved 208. per Cwt. to be laid on cork, and 403. per thou- 
ſand on lemons and oranges imported from Portugal. 


Mr. HART LEV moved an additional duty of 15, gd. per pound 
on rabbit fur exported, fo as to make it 28. per pound duty. 
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The CxanceLLOR or THE ExcuteqQuEr remarked, that 
there was a neceſlity for making a riſe on the ſtamp duties, which 
would increaſe that revenue about 17,000]. per annum; but the 
law proceedings ſhould be as little burdened as poſſible, and 
moſt of the duties in this line left as they had been heretofore, 
He then moved a duty of gl. on all diſpenſations in promo- 
tions to church livings above 400l. per ann. 


Sir Hexxv Cavenpisn ſaid he wiſhed the ſum to be 121. 
The queſtion being put on twelve pounds, it paſſed nem con, 


The CxAanNcELLORx or THE Excatquer then moved a 
duty of ql. on all letters patent of honours, and employments 
exceeding 20ol. per annum, and alſo moved other additional 
dutics on all ' matters of the ſame nature, 


He alſo moved, a duty of one-penny on every. newſpaper, and 
one ſhilling on every ten lines, over the firſt ten lines, of every 
adyertiſement. 


Sir Francis HUTCHINSON objected to the raiſing the ſtamp 
forevery inſtitution to a benefice from 100 to 2001. per annum, 
as very ſevere on the clergy z and to the 108. yearly on every 
10001. inſured againſt fire, as very heavy in proportion to the price 
paid to the under- writer; and to the 22 | ava 
on every advertiſement, however ſhort, as burthenſome to trade. 


The CnanceLLor or THe ExcuyeqQuUex ſaid that the 

= would pay the printer, and therefore he could not ſuffer. In 
ngland it was 28. 6d. on each advertiſement. He then moved 

an additional duty of one ſhilling on every memorial; and alſo 

a duty of one ſhilling on every inſurance of 100l. and fo on for 

every hundred to 1000l. btn 


Mr. HaxTL ey objected to this duty, as extremely injurious to 
that precautious benefit, which muſt be obtained by inſurance 
and as expenſive to the inſurer, raiſing too great a revenue, 


The CHANCELLOR Of THE ExCHEQUER replied to this, 
that the duty in England was 18. 6d. per cent. 


The Cuaxczllox of THE Excnyequer moved a duty 
of 25. 6d. on all diſcharges and receipts for legacies of the value 
of 20l. under the ſtatute of diſtribution ; and ſo on in proportion 
of 20l. upwards to 1000l.; except from the wife or children ofthe 


deceaſed. 


Sir Joun PARNELL reported, and the report was ordered to 
be received to-morrow. 
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Tuunxs pax, FrBZUARYT 24, 1786. 


Sir JohN PARNELL, according to order, reported from the 
committee of the whole Houſe, appointed to conſider of ways 
and means for raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the reſo- 
lutions which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houſe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 
table, where the ſame were read, and are as follow: 


1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards Tailing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral ad- 
ditional and other rates, duties and impoſitions herein after menti- 
oned, ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March 1785, to 
the 25th day of March 1786, incluſive. - 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this 'committee, that a 
duty of ſix-pence be laid on every pound of green tea, and of 
four-pence on every pound of black bohea tea, and other teas, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid, in lieu and tull ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other 
duties payable for the ſame, by any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom, 

3. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that, a 
further additional duty be laid on all teas imported into this king- 
dom, which ſhall have been purchaſed at the India company's ſales 
in London, for an higher price than four ſhillings Britiſh per 
pound, at the rate of one penny per pound for every ſix-pence 
that ſhall be paid for the ſame, over and above the ſum of four 
ſhillings Britiſh, at the ſales above mentioned, during the time 
aforeſaid, the price of the teas to be inſerted in the cockets, and 
to be further aſcertained by a reference to the fale-books of the 
Eaſt India company, which the commiſſioners of the revenue are 
required to procure from time to time, for the purpoſe above- 
mentioned, 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of fix-pence per yard be laid on all chintzes, 
callicoes and mullins, of the manufacture of China, Perſia, and 
the Eaſt Indies, imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. 

5. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of, this committee, that a 
further additional duty of ſix-pence, be laid on every yard of 
callicoe and muſlin that ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, 

6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 15. 6d. per yard be laid on all ſorts of filks , 
and ſtufis made or manufactured in Perſia, China or the Eaſt 


Indies, that ſball be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. | 
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Reſolved, That it is the ws this committee, that an 
additonal duty of 41. ſterling per poutt- weight, be laid on all 
velvets, and manufactures made of &rrmixed with filk, except 
thoſe of Great Britain, China, Perſiasand the Eaſt Indies, that 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 

8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 1d. per pound weight, be laid hpon all hogs 
that ſball be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid from Great Britain. of 

9. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of one ſhilling per ream be laid on every ream 
of paper (except brown, blue and prefling paper) which hall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, except of 
the manufacture of Great Britain. 

10. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of one ſhilling per pack be laid upon all painted or playing 
cards, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. 7 | 

11. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of ſix- pence per pack, be laid on all painted 
or playing cards that ſhall be manufactured or vended in this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above the preſent 
duty now payable for the ſame, 

12. Refolred, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of fix-pence per gallon be laid upon all lin- 
ſeed oil, which ſhall be — into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for a greater or leſs quan- 
tity. 

13. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 38. be laid upon every pound weight of 
flaxen or linen thread, not being the manufacture of Great Bri- 
tain, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid. 

14. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars of the growth, product or 
manufacture of the Britiſh Plantations in America or the Welt 
Indies, which hall be imported into this kingdom, between the 
25th day of March 1755, and the 25th day of March 1986 in- 
cluſive, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 138. zd. 35. if imported by natives, and 
if imported by ſtrangers a duty afcer the rate of 138. gd. 44 for 
every 1121b. weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction 
of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon, by virtue 
of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 
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13. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 11. 16s. 93d. per hundred weight be laid on all re- 
fined ſugars in loaves not being baſtards, and on all candy which 
ſhall be imported from Great Britain, during the time aforeſaid, 
being of Britiſh manufacture, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, the ſame to be paid down in ready money, nett, 
witaout diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon, 
by _ of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 

16 Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
2 duty be laid on all refined ſugars called baſtards, and on all 
ground and powdered refined ſugars, and all refined loaf broke 
in pieces, which ſhall be imported from Great Britain, during 
the time aforeſaid, being of the manufacture of Great Britain, 
after the rate of 18s. 11d. 45 44 for every hundred weight 
thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, 
the ſaid duty to be paid down in ready money nett, without 
diſcount or allowance and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction 
of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon, b 
virtue of any act or acts of Parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom, | | 

17. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all white ſugars of the growth, product or manu- 
{ature of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, during the time 
atoreſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money, nett, without diſcount or allow- 
ance, a duty after the rate of 11. 11s. 4d 43 F. if imported by 
natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after the rate of 
Il. 128. 10d, 25 3 for every 1121bs, weight thereof, and ſo in 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity: the ſaid duties to be 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now 
payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of parliament here- 
tofore made in this kingdom, 

18. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
ſot and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, product or manu- 
cure of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforefaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there 
ſha!l be paid down, in ready money, nett, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of 4!. 13s. 4d. 28 3 if imported 
by natives; and if imported by ſtrangers, a duty after the rate 
of 4l. 188. 4d. 25 5 tcr every 1 i21b. weight thereof; and fo in pro- 
portion for any greater or lets quantity: the ſaid duties to be in lieu 
and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now pay- 
able thereon, by virtue of any act or as of parliament hereto- 
ze made in this kingdom, | 
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19. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all paneles of the growth, product, or manufac. 
ture of the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Weſt-Indies, 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, there ſhall be 
paid down, in ready money, nett, without diſcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 17s. 5d. 28 J if imported by natives; 


and if imported by ſtrangers, a duty after the rate of 188. od, 27 2 


for every 1121b. weight thereof; and ſo in proportion for any 
eater or leſs quantity; the faid duties to be in lieu and full ſatis- 
Leon of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon, 
by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
ngdom. | 
20. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there ſhall be allowed and repaid, upon the export of any of the 
ſugars or paneles, imported between the 25th day of March, 
1985, and the 25th day of March, 1786, and mentioned in the 
ſchedule following, within one year after import, the full duties 
paid upon their importation, and if the ſame ſball be exported 
after one year, but within three years from their import, then 
_ the drawbacks in the ſchedule following, and no other, ſhall be 
reſpeQively allowed. 
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21. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all ſugars and paneles, not being of the growth or 
roduce of the Britiſh colonies in America, or the Weſt Indies, 
which ſhall be imported during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be 
aid down in ready money nett, without diſcount or allowance 
for the ſeveral duties mentioned in the ſchedule following reſpec- 
- tively, for every 1121b. weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 
duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable thereon, by any act or acts 
of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 
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22. Reſolved, That it'is the opinion of this committee, that 
there ſhall be allowed and repaid, upon the export of any of the 
ſugars or paneles, mentioned in the foregoing ſchedule, within 
three yea after import, the ſeveral drawbacks in the ſaid ſche- 
dule mentioned, and no other. 

23. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
al! drawhacks or allowances, now given by law on the export of 
refined ſugars made in this kingdom, do now ceaſe and be no 
longer payable ;z and that in lieu of ſaid drawbacks, and for 
the encouragement of refining ſugars in Ireland, a bounty ſhall 
be allowed and paid upon all refined ſugar, which ſhall be ex- 
ported from this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, after the 
rate of 11. 8s. 2d. for every hundred weight of ſuch refined 
ſugar, exported in the loaf, compleat and whole, being nett; 
that is to ſay, of one uniform whiteneſs throughout, and which 
hath gone through the operation of two or more clays, fince it 
was laſt in the pan, and hath been properly and thoroughly dried 
in the ſtove, according to the preſent practice of refining, and 
after the rate of 128. 7d. 3315 for every hundred weight of 
ſuch refined ſugar experted, called baſtards, and of all ground 
and powdered refined ſugar, and all refined loaf ſugar broke in 
pieces; the ſaid ſugar having been twice clayed, and properly 
dried in the ſtove; and likewiſe, of all candy, properly refined 
and manufactured, and free from dirt and ſcum. 

24. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s. 3d. be laid on every pound of raw ſilk, which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom from any place whatſoever, 
during the time aforeſaid, not being the produce of America, in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtoms, exciſe and other duties 
_ - whatſoever payable for the ſame, by virtue of any act or acts of 
parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, 


25. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


from and after the 25th day of March, 1785, an allowance be 
Paid on the er of all ribbands or ſtuffs made in Ireland, 
of ſilk only, after the rate of 38. the pound weight averdupoize, 
and of all ſilks and ribbands made in Ireland of ſilk, mixed with 
gold and ſilver, after the rate of 48. per pound weight; and of 
all ſilk ſtockings, ſilk gloves, fringes, laces, ſtitching and ſewing 
ſilk made in Ireland, after the rate of 1s. 3d. per pound weight, 
and of all ſtuffs made in Ireland of filk and grogram yarn, after 
the rate of 8d. per pound weight; and of all ſtuffs made in Ire- 
land, of filk mixed with inkle or cotton, after the rate of 1s. 
the pound weight; and of all ſtuffs made in Ireland of filk and 
worlted, after the rate of 6d. per pound weight; and of all 
wrought or manufactured gold or ſilver plate made in this king- 
dom, after the rate of 6d. for every ounce weight. 
26. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following additional duties be laid on all damaſk toweling, 
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napkins or cloths, made of flax or hemp, imported into this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid, not being of the manufacture 
of Great-Britain z that is to ſay, a duty of 6d. per yard on all 
ſuch goods, at or under yard wide, and of 15s. per yard on all 
ſuch goods, from one yard to eight quarters wide; and 25. per 
yard on all ſuch goods above eight quarters wide. 

27. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
bounties ought to be given on all plain Iriſh linens, and on all 
Iriſh linens, and Iriſh callicoes, and cotton mixed with linen, 
printed, painted, ſtained or dyed in this kingdom, being the 
breadth of twenty-five inches, or more, and not exceeding, when 
plain and unpainted, unſtained, unprinted, or undyed, the value 
of 18. 73d. per yard; and alſo on Iriſh diapers, and huckabacks, 
OP, and other linens above yard wide, and not exceeding 
is. 73d. the ſquare yard in value, which ſhall be exported 


from this kingdom to Africa, America, the Weſt-Indies, Spain, 


Portugal, Gibraltar, or Minorca, between the 25th day of 
March, 1785, and the 25th day of March, 1786, incluſive, 
after the rates following : that is to ſay, a bounty of one half- 
penny per yard for all under the value, as aforeſaid, of five- 
pence per yard; and a bounty of one penny per yard, for all 
of the value of five-pence, and under fixpence the yard; and a 
bounty of 15d. per yard, for all of the value of ſixpence, and 
under the value of 1s. 54d. the yard; and a bounty of one 
halfpenny per yard, for all chequed and ſtriped linen not exceed- 
ng 18. 75d. nor under 7d. per yard, in value; and a bounty 
of 15d. for every ſquare yard of diapers, huckabacks, ſheetings, 
and other linens, upwards of a yard in breadth, not exceeding 
18. 75d. the ſquare yard, in value; and a bounty of 65d. for 
every three ells of Iriſh made fail-cloth, or canvas, fit for or 
made into fails, which ſhall be exported by way of merchandize, 
to any place except Great - Britain, during the time aforeſaid ; 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or lets quantities; the value 
of all ſuch linen, if painted, » ſtained, ſtamped or dyed, or of 
ſuch callicoes and cottons, mixed with linen, whereupon they 
are to be reſpectively intitled to the bounties aforeſaid, to be 
deemed their value when in a plain ſtate, and excluſive of ſuch 
painting, ſtaining, ſtamping, or dying. I 

28. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
in order to encourage the growth of flax-ſeed in this kingdom, 
it will be expedient to diſcontinue all bounties on the import of 
foreign ſeed, and to give bounties to encourage the cultivation of 
it at home. 8 

29. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon every lool. value of ſpeckle wood, as the ſame is 
rated for cuſtom, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
from Africa, or Great Britain, during the time aforeſaid, there 
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ſha!l be paid down in ready money nett, without diſcount or 
allowance, the ſeveral duties following: that is to ſay, if the 
ſame be imported by any of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs, a duty of 
221. 158. od. but if the ſame be imported by {traugers, then a 
duty of 24l. 38. 530. and fo in proportion for 2 greater or leſs 

uantity. The ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
all duties, cuſioms and exciſe payable thereon by virtue of any 
law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom; and that upon 
the exportation thereof, within three years after import, there 
ſhall be allowed and paid, a drawback of equal amount to the 
duties reſpectively charged hereby on the import of ſuch ſpeckle 
wood 


30. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all beaver ſkins, of the produce of the Britiſh 
plantations in America, or the Weſt-Ind:es, which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money, nett, without diſcount or allow- 
ance, a duty after the rate of 9s. 54d. for every five ſcore of 
ſkins, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs number, in 
lieu and full atis action of all cuſtoms, duties and exciſe, pay- 
able thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. f 

31. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all beaver wool, cut and combed, the produce and 
manufacture of the ſaid plantations, which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money, nett, without diſcount or allowance, a duty 
after the rate of 178. 03d. for every pound weight thereof, in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe, pay- 
able thereon, by any act or acts of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity, and that the ſaid duty ſhall be fully drawn back and 
repaid on due exportation thereof within three years after impor- 
tation. 

32. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all cotton wool of the growth or produce of the 
Britiſh Plantations in America, or the Weſt-Indies, which ſhall 
be exported from this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, in any 
other than Britiſh or Iriſb ſhipping, there ſhall be paid down 
in ready money, nett, without diſcount or allowance, a duty 
after the - rate of 51. 13s. gd. for every one hundred pounds 
value thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs value, 
in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and ' cuſtoms payable on 
the fame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. 

33. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all beaver wool or wombs, which ſhall have been 
imported from the ſaid plantations or ſettlements, and which ſhall 
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be aſterwards exported from this kingdom, during the time afore- 
ſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money nett, without diſ- 
count or allowance, a duty after the rate of Bl. 10s. 7d. for 
every five ſcore * weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of al! 
duties and cuſtoms payable thereon, by virtue of any act or ads 
of Parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

34. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon every piece of white woollen cloth, called broad 
cloth, which ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid, to any of the faid plantations or — there 
ſhall be paid down in ready money nett, without diſcount or al- 
lowance, a duty of 5s. 85d. and fo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties and cuſ- 
toms payable thereon, by virtue of any act or acts of Parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 

35. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
from and after the 25th day of March, 1785, no cuſtom, ſubſidy 
or duty whatſoever, ſhall be payable on the export, to any place 
whatſoever, of logwood of the growth or produce of the Bri- 
tiſh ſettlements in America or the Weſt-Indies, provided the 
ſame be exported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhipping, nor upon any lead 
ore exported to Great Britain, 

36. Reſolved, That it is the opimon of this committee, that 
from and after the 25th day of March, 1785, all duties whatſo- 
ever paid on the importation of any callicoes or muſlins, ſhall be 
fully drawn back and repaid, for all ſuch as ſhall be printed, 
ſtained, painted or dyed in this kingdom or Great Britain, and 
ſhall.be afterwards exported from hence to any place, except to 
any Britiſh colony or plantation in America or the Welt Indies, 
and if the ſame ſhall be exported to any ſuch colony or plantation 
then that all ſaid duties ſhall be fully drawn back and repaid, ex- 
cept ſo much thereof as ſhall amount to a ſum after the rate of 

I. 8s. 4d. for every 100l. value thereof, as the ſame ſhall have 

n ſold by the candle, at the Eaſt India Company's ſales in 
London, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

37. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all and every perſon and perſons, who ſball, from and after the 
25th day of March, 1785, import directly from America or the 
Weſt Indies, in any ſhip or veſſel belonging thereto, or to Great 
Britain or Ireland, and manned as in ſuch caſe is uſual, or from 
Great Britain, any good and merchantable indigo, free from any 
falſe mixtures, and fit for dyers uſe, being the growth and pro- 
duct of any of his Majeſty's Colonies in America, ſhall have and 
be intitled to a reward or premium for ſuch importation, after 
the rate of 28. 2d. for every ſix pounds weight thereof, and fo 
in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, 
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38. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſeveral ſubſidies, duties and cuſtoms, except the alnage du- 
ties heretofore payable upon the export of any goods and mer- 
chandizes of the growth, produdt and manufacture of this king- 
dom, be taken oft, except on ſkins, hides of all forts, eoney hair 
or wool, hares wool, hair of all ſorts, horns, live cattle of all 
ſorts, aſhes, bacon, beef, pork, butter, greaſe, guts, hogſlard, 
tallow, tongues, bones not manufactured, flax ſeed, hemp ſeed, 
linen yarn, linen rags or ſhreds, rape cakes, ſoapers waſte, tin 
unwrought, weld, wax or woad, and proviſions of all ſorts. 

39. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
no ſubſidy, cuſtom or duty whatſoever, ſhall be raiſed, levied or 
paid on the export of any goods or merchandizes, the product 
or manufacture of this kingdom, to the Britiſh plantations in 
America, the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt 
of Africa, except on the ſeveral articles mentioned in the fore- 
gotng reſolution, and on iron and iron wares, leather tanned, 
dreſſed or tawed, ſhreds and points of leather, pelts, vellum and 
parchment, ſoap, hops, allum, lead, lead ore, copperas, coals, 
wool cards, white woollen cloth, lapis calaminaris, glue, and 
litharge of lead. 5 
40. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
from and after the 25th day of March, 1785, the full duties 
which have been or ſhall be paid on the import of any goods, 


wares or merchandizes, except where it ſhall be otherwiſe pro- 


_ vided this ſeſſion of Parliament, ſhall be fully repaid for ſuch as 


| ſhall be exported by any merchant, within three years after import, 
to any place whatever. ä | 
AA. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
from and after the 25th day of March, 1785, no cuſtoms, du- 
ties or ſubſidy whatever ſhall be payable on the importation of 
any .Unwrought timber or timber lumber, of the growth or pro- 
duce of America, or the Weſt Indies, any Wrought timber not 
being a maſt, yard or bowſprit, any wood or plank, any clean 
goed merchantable, well conditioned pitch ar tar, unmixed with 
droſs or water, or clean good merchantable turpentine, ſuch 
pitch, tar or turpentine, being the growth or produce of Ameri- 

ca or the Welt Indies, and imported from thence or from Great 
Britain; any cotton, wool, indigo, cochineal, brazil, or fernam- 
bucco wood, log-wood, brazilletto or Jamaica wood, Nicorago 
wood, red or Guinea wood, ſapan wood, mohogany or other 
wood, the product of America, or the Weſt Indies, any wood 
for dyers uſe imported from any place, except ſpeckle wood of 
the growth of Africa, any whale fins, train oil or blubber, che 
produce of whales taken or —4 in any part of the ocean, by 
and imported in any ſhip or veſſel belonging to any of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in this kingdom, Great Britain, Guernſey, Jerſey 


- 


or the Ifle of Man, any raw or undreſſed goat ſkins imported in 
Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips, navigated according to law from any port 
or place whatever, any raw or undreſſed ſeal ſkins taken by the 
crews of veſſels belonging to, and fitted out from this kingdom, 
Great Britain, Jerſey, Guernſey, or the Iſle of Man, whereof 
the captain or maſter and three fourths of the mariners, at the 
leaſt, are his Majeſty's ſubjects, or by perſons employed by che 
maſter or owner of ſuch veſſels, any raw filk of the growth or cul- 
ture of America, any pig or bar iron made in America, and 
imported from thence or from Great Britain, any ſago powder or 
vermicelli imported from America or Great Britain, being the 
produce of America, any raw or undrefied hides of ſteers, cows 
or Other cattle whatſoever, except of horſes, mares or geldings 
imported from America or from Gieat Britain, being the produce 
of America, or any flaxen or hempen thread, being the manu- 
facture of Great Britain, and imported from thence, or any 
dreſſed hemp or flax, being the produce of Great critain, and 
imported from thence, or any undreſſed hemp or flax from 
any place whatſoever, any law, ſtatute or uſage to the contrary 
notwithſtanding. ":+ 28 

42. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the Bri- 
tiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, ſhall pay the ſame, and 
no other duties, as the like goods imported from the Britiſh plan- 
tations in America ſhall be ſubject to, except where it is other- 
wiſe particularly provided, and that a like amount of duty be 
drawn back on their exportation from this kingdom. 

43+ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon the ſeveral articles of the growth, produce or ma- 
nufacture of this kingdom, mentioned in the ſchedule following, 
which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid, to any Britiſh colony or plantation in America or the 
Weſt Indies, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coalt of Africa, 
there ſhall be paid the ſeveral duties on the treſpective quantities 
contained and expreſſed in the ſaid ſchedule, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity, the ſaid duties to be paid 
down in ready money nett, and to bein lieu and full ſatisfaction of 
all duties now payable thereon, by virtue of any law or laws 
heretofore made in this kingdom, 


A SCHEDULE of the reſpective duties payable upon the ſeve- 
ral articles therein enumerated, being the growth, produce or 
manufacture of this kingdom, on the exportation thereof to any 
Britiſh colony or plantation in America or the Welt Indies, or 
any of the Britith ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa ; the ſail 
duties to be paid down in ready money nett, and to be in lieu 
2 full ſatisfaction of all duties now payable - by law for the 

ame. i 

Hides, calve ſkins, kip ſkins, tanned or tawed and 
not dreſſed in oil, and ſheep ſkins tanned for 
gloves or baſil, the hundred weight „„ 


2 
15 


* 


7 
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Hides dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight „ #-12- ol 
C Calve ſkins, dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight 1 8 e 
Black coney ſkins, with or without ſilver hair 


for every fix ſcore ſkins - * -  '3- 102 
Goat ſkins tawed, the hundred, containing ſix — 
ſcore ſkins - - „ 
Goat ſkins, tanned with ſumach, to reſemble 
Spaniſh leather, for every fix ſcore ſkins — 10 — 
for every pound weight. U— —u— 4 
| £ The hundred, containing fix ſcore — 2 83 
s { Tawed, and not tanned or dreſſed in 
2 3 © oil, the hundred wcight - — 4 2 
S | £ S4 Tanned for gloves or baſil, the hun- | 
54442 dred weight — - — 5 —1 
8 1 Es (Dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight — 10 12 
3 | = { Tawed, and not tanned or dreſſed in oil, 
x the hundred weight = - — 5 3+ 
| .y Tanned for roans, and not dreſſed in oil, 
| v the hundred weight 35 97 
{ 5 Dreſſed in oil, the hundred weight a 
4 3 


Pelts, the hundred, containing five ſcore 

All pieces or parts of ſkins, tawed or tanned, 

| and not dreſſed in oil, for every 20s. value 

| thereof, on oath - - — 
All pieces or parts of ſkins, dreſſed in oil, for 


3 

every 208. value thereof, on oath — 2 
8 And pfes the hundred weight — 6 
Fur, called grey rabbit fur, or coney hair, the lb, --= — 333 
Kids hair, for every 205. value thereof, upon oath, — 1 
Parchment, the dozen — - — 1 
Velium, the dozen RE, - — 3 
2 


Lapis calaminaris, the ton - — — 2 


44. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon the ſeveral articles mentioned in the ſchedule fol- 
lowing, of the growth, product or manufacture of any of the 
Britiſh plantations in America, or che Weſt Indies, and which 
{hall be imported thence, or from Great Britain, during the time 


aforcſaid, whether by ſubjects or ſtrangers, the ſeveral duties te- 


ſpectively ſet forth in the ſaid ſchedule, ſhall be paid down nett, 
in ready money, without diſcount or allowance, for every 100), 
value of ſuch goods according to the rates therein expreſſed, and 
ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full 
fatisfaTlion of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable thereon, by 
virtue of any law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom, and 
that upon the export of any ſuch goods within three years after 
import, the ſeveral drawbacks in the ſaid ſchedule mentioned, and 
no other, ſhall be reſpectively allowed and repaid to the perſon 
or perſons exporting the ſame. | : | 
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45. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 2 
duty of ten ſhillings be paid by every perſon that doth or Mall (ell 
2 out by retail, any cider at any time during the time afore- 

aid. | 

46. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of one penny per gallon be laid on all cider, that ſhall be 
fold or tapped out by retail, to be paid by the perſon who fhall 
fell or tap out the ſame, during the time aforeſaid. 

47. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 208. be laid on every coach, chariot, berlin, 
calaſh or chaiſe, with four wheels, which any perſon ſhall keep in 
his or her poſſeſſion, except cabriolets, garden chairs, hackney 
or ſtage carriages, and carriages kept by coach-makers for ſale, 
being in number not more than one, and 408. for every coach, 
Chariot, berlin, calaſh, or chaiſe with four wheels, which any 
perſon ſhall keep, exceeding that number, except as aforeſaid ; 
and alſo an additional duty of 10s. on all chaiſes with two wheels, 
which any perſon ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except hack 
ney Chaiſes, and chaiſes kept by the makers for ſale, at any time 
between the 25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day of March 
2786, inclufive. : 

48. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
further additional duty of 4os, be laid on every coach, chariot, 
berlin, calaſn, or chaiſe with four wheels, which any perſon ſhall 
keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except cabriolets or garden chairs, 
hackney or ſtage carriages, and carriages kept by coach-makers 
for ſale, at any time between the 25th of March 1785, and 
25th of March 1786. 

49. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a tax be laid on 
all travelling tinkers, ſmiths, caſters of iron and metal; and on 
all perſons —— about trees, ſhrubs or plants for ſale; and 
on all perſons who thall ſell, or expoſe to ſale, in any ſtall, ſtand, 
ſhed, booth, bulk or other place, not being a part of, or in his 
dwelling-houſe, any new or old books, maps, prints, charts, 
pamphlets, or drawings; and on every perſon who ſhall ſell, or 
expoſe to ſale, any glaſs bottles, not being the maker or importer 
thereof, or not ſelling wine, ſpirits, beer or ale ; and alſo on all 
hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, or any other trading perſons, 
going from town to town, or to other mens houſes, and travelling 
either on foot or with horſe, or otherwiſe carrying to ſell, or ex- 
poſing to fale, any goods, wares, or merchandizes, except ſuch 
perſons as ſhall deal only in felling acts of Parliament, forms of 
prayer, proclamations, gazettes, newſpapers or almanacks z or 
fiſh, fruit, or victuals; or the real workers or makers of any 
goods or wares within this kingdom, who ſhall deal only in _ 
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ſuch goods and wares, excepting alſo coopers, glaziers and harneſs 
makers. | 

50. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, and 
other perſons as aforeſaid, be 403. on every ſuch hawker, pedlar, 
petty chapman, or other perſon ; and alſo that the further ſum of 
408. be laid on every hawker, pedlar, petty chapman, or other 
trading perſon as aforeſaid, travelling with a horle, aſs, mule or 
other beaſt, bearing or drawing burthen, he, or ſhe ſhall ſo travel 
with, over and above the ſaid firſt mentioned tax of 408. from the 
2 day of March 1785, to the 25th day of March 1786, in- 
cluſive. | 

51, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all duties of cuſtoms inwards, import, exciſe, and all other du- 
ties whatſoever, payable on the import of any goods, wares and 
merchandizes, during the time aforeſaid, ſhall be paid down nett 
in ready money, without any diſcount or allowance for prompt 
payment. ; 

52. Reſolved, Thatit is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all goods, wares and merchandizes, which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom, during the time aforeſaid, except ſu- 
gars, by any perſon, being a retailer or conſumer, there ſhall be 
paid in ready money nett, without diſcount or allowance for 
prompt payment, an additional duty after the rate of 10l. per 
centum on the duties payable thereon reſpeCtively, over and above 
the full amount of ſuch duties. 

53. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, an additional im- 
poſt or duty after the rate of 51. per cent. on the produce or amount 
of the duties payable on all teas and wines imported, and on the 
amount of the cuſtoms inwards, import, exciſe, additional and 
other duties, which ſhall be due and payable to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, and which ſhall be 
collected in this kingdom, for and upon any goods and merchan- 
dizes imported into the ſame, except upon tobaccos, hops and 
ſugars ; and the ſeveral goods or merchandizes of the product or 
manufacture of the Briciſh colonies in America or the Wet. ladies, 
or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, whereon any du- 
ties are impoſed or altered this ſeſſion of parliament, 

54. Relolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there be paid a 
duty of 18. on every entry inwards, which thall be made in the 
port of Dublia between the 25th day of March 1485, and 25th 
day of March 1 r except poſt entries and entries of coals, over 
_ cry all other duties or tees pay able by any law or uſage for 

e ſame, 
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55. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 4 
duty of 208 per ton be laid upon every ton of ſoap boilers waſte, 
and of 3]. per ton on every ton of linen rags ; and fo in propor- 
tion for a greater or leſs quantity that ſhall be exported out of this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

56. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 6d, per hide be laid on every raw and un- 
tanned hide which ſhall be exported out of this kingdom, during 
the time aforeſaid, to any place except Great Britain. 

57. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1 58. per ton be laid on all vinegar, being of Briciſh manu- 
faQture, and an additional duty of 51. 6s. per ton upon all other 
vinegar which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforeſaid; the faid duty of 158. to be in lieu and full ſatisfaQtion 
of all duties payable thereon by virtue of any act or atts of par- 
liament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

58. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, a general letter 
office or poſt office, together with all inferior neceſſary offices, be 
- continued within this kingdom, from the 25th day of March 1785, 
to the 25th day of March 1756 ; and that there ſhall be levied and 
paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and iucceſſors, for the portage and 
conveyance of letters and packets by the ſaid offices, the feveral 
rates hereafter mentioned. 

59. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſ- 
fors, during the time aforefaid, for the port and conveyance of 
every ſingle letter or piece of paper, from the office in this king- 
dom, where ſuch letter or piece of paper ſhall be put in, to an 
diſtance within the ſaid kingdom, not exceeding fifteen miles, Ir 
meaſures the ſum of two pence z and to any diſtance exceeding 
fifteen miles, and not exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of three 
pence ; and to any diſtance exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 
four pencez and for every port and conveyance of every double 
letter, double the ſaid ſums reſpectively ; and of every treble let- 
ter, treble the ſaid ſums reſpectively z and of every ounce weight, 
four times the ſaid ſums refpeStively z and fo in proportion for 
any greater weight than an - ounce z reckoning every quarter of an 
ounce equal to a ſingle letter. 

60. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
every letter or packet, directed from any place in this kingdom 
to any parts in Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, or re- 
ceived in this kingdom from Great Britain or any parts beyond the 
ſeas, ſhall be charged and pay according to the rates aforeſaid, 
for its porta ge and conveyance within this kingdom from or to 
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Dublin, or from or to Donaghadee, according as it ſhall be re(- 
peCtively ſhipped from or landed in either of the ſaid places. 

61. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
every letter or packet paſling through the general poſt office in the 
city of Dublin, from any place within this kingdom, not lefs diſ- 
tant than four miles from the ſaid office to any place within the 
{aid kingdom, not leſs diſtant likewiſe than four miles from the 
ſaid office, ſhall be charged and pay according to the diſtances in 
the foregoing reſolutions to Dublin, and be further charged and 

y according to the ſame from Dublin, 

62. Reſolved, That is the opinion of this committee, that for 
every letter or packet directed on board, or brought or ſent from 
on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping m any port within 
this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid, over and above 
the rates aforeſaid, the ſum of one penny. 

63. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raifing the ſaid ſupply, a penny poſt office be continued in 
the city of Dublin for the port and conveyance of letters and 

ckets within a circuit of four miles from the general poſt office 
in the ſame city. 

64. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for every letter or packet, of any weight which ſhall be ſent to or 
delivered from the general poſt office by the penny poſt, from or 
to any place, not being within the limits of the ſaid city, as they 
are aſcertained and deſcribed in a map or ſurvey therof made by 
Thomas Matthews, and depoſited in the general poſt office, there 
ſhall be paid the ſum of one penny, over and above or excluſive 
of the rates aforeſaid. 

65. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for the port and conveyance of any letter or packet, being noc 
more than four ounces in weight, from or to any place within the 
city of Dublin by the penny poſt office, there ſha!l be paid, ac 
the time of putting ſuch letter or packet into the office, the ſum 
of one penny z and for the port and conveyance of every letter or 
packet, not exceeding the like weight, from any place in the {aid 
city to any place outſide of the ſaid city within the circuit of the 
penny poſt office, or from any place outſide the ſaid city within 
the circuit of the penny poſt, to any place in the ſaid city, there 
ſhall be paid at the time of putting in ſuch letter or packet, the ſur 
of one penny, and a further ſumof one penny on the delivery thereof. 

66. Relvlved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
ſhall be paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the deli- 
very in Dublin of each Britiſh or foreign printed newſpaper, and 


each printed vote or proceeding in parliament arriving at the ge- 
neral poſt office in Dublin or Donogaadee, from Great Btitain, or 
beyond the ſeas, without cover or in cover, open at the ſides, 
the ſum of 1d. over and above all foreign poſtage charged thereon. 
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67. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 28. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two 
gallons of beer or ale, above the price of 6s. the barrel, and of 
49. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beet or ale, 
of the price of 6s. the barrel, or under, brewed within this king- 
dom, between the 25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day of 
March 1786, by any common brewer, of in his vefſe's by any 
other perſon or perſons, who doth or do or ſhall fell or tap out 
beer or ale, publicly or privately, ſuch gallon to contain two 
| hundred and ſeventy-two cubical inches and one-fourth part of a 
cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or by ſuch perſon 
or perſons reſpectively who ſhall brew, ſell, or tap out the tame z 
and ſo proportionably for any greater or leſs quantity. 

68. Retolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty be laid on all beer, ale, and porter, which ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 
45. id. for every thirty-two gallons, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity, to be paid down in ready money, nett, 
without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatisfac- 
tion of all duties, cuſtoms, and exciſe payable thereon, by virtue 
cf any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, 

69. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this kingdom, that an 
additional duty of 10d. per gallon, for and upon every gallon of 
aqua vitæ, ſtrong waters, or ſpirits, made or diſtilled within this 
kingdom for ſale, be paid by the firſt maker or diſtiller thereof du- 
ring the time aforeſaid. 

70. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 8d. per gallon be laid upon every gallon of 
brandy, ſtrong waters, and ſpirits perfectly made, and of ſpirits 
made and diſtilled of wine not above proof, that {ball be impor- 
ted into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, and ſo proportion- 
ably for a greater or leſs quantity; and for every gallon of foreign 
ſpirits above the quality of ſingle ſpirits, that ſhall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, an additional duty 


ſhall be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall be ciarged thereon in pro- 


portion to the duties payable for ſingle ſpirits of the ſame deno- 
mination, according to the I degree of ſtrength which 
- ſuch ſpirits ſo to be imported, bear to ſingle ſpirits of the 
ſame denomina- ion. 

71. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 2 
further additional duty of 10d. per gallon be laid on all rum or 
other ſpirits of the growth and produce of his 4 ſugar co- 
lonies in America, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom du- 
ring the time aforeſaid. : 

72. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
further additional duty of 1s. 8d. per gallon be laid on all brandy, 
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parliament, be applied towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his 


efty. | 

76. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following duties ſhall be paid for, and upon all French wines 
imported into this kingdom, from the 25th day of March 1785, 
to the 25th day of March 1786 incluſive, if filled and imported 
by natives, 331. 7s. if filled and imported by ſtrangers, 341. 108. 4d. 
if unfilled and imported by natives, 311. 1s. if unfilled and imported 
by ſtrangers, 321. 2s. by the ton, for every ton thereof, and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity, the ſaid duties to be paid 
down in ready money, nett, without any diſcount or allowance, 
and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, excife and 
other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame, payable by vir- 
tue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this king- 
dom. 

77. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all wines of the 
growth of Portugal and Madeira, imported into this kingdom du- 
ring the time aforeſaid, if filled and imported by natives, 
221. 48. 8d. if filled and imported by ſtrangers, 25h os. 2d. 383 
if unfilled and imported by natives, 20l. 148. if unnlled and im- 

by ſtrangers, 211. 8s. by the ton for every ton thereof, and 
o in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity, the ſaid duty to 
be paid down in ready money, nett, without any diſcount or al- 
lowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, ex- 
ciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame, by virtue 
of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 
78. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
further additional duty of zol. a ton be paid upon all wines of 
the growth of Portugal and Madeira imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaĩd, and ſo in proportion for any greater or 
lefs quantity, the ſaid further additional duty to ceaſe ſo ſoon as 
the goods of Ireland ſball be admitted into Portugal, agreeable 
to treaties, and to be paid down in ready money, nett, without 
any diſcount or allowance: 

9. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following duties ſhall be paid for, and upon all Rheniſh wine 
imported; into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, if filled and 
imported by natives, 271. 18s. 103d. if filled and imported by 
ſtrangers, 291. 9s. 105d. if unfilled and imported by natives, 
251. 138. 104333d. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 
271. os. 1055 fd. by the ton, for every ton thereof, and ſo in pro- 
portion for any greater or leſs quantity the ſaid duties to be paid 
d»wn in ready money, nett, without any diſcount or allowance, 
and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe, and 
other duties, payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any 
. aft ot acts af patliament heretofote made in this kingdom, 
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8o. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon all Spaniſh wine im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, if filled and 
imported by natives, 221. 48. 8d, if filled and imported by 
ſtrangers, 25]. os. 2 183d. if unfilled and imported by natives, 
2ol. 148. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 211. 8s. by the 
ton, forevery ton thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready money, 
nett, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and 
full ſatis faction of all cuſtom, exciſe, or other duties payable to 
his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made, 

81. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that du- 
ring the time aforeſaid, the like duty ſhall be paid for all wines 
imported from the Canaries and all other the dominions of Spain, 
as upon Spaniſh wine; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready 
money, nett, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in 
lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe, or other duties 
payable to his Majeſty for the ſame, by virtue of any act or acts 
of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, 

82. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the following duties ſhall be paid * and upon all other wines im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, if filled and 
imported by natives, 281. 93. 1033d. if filled and imported by 
ſtrangers, zol. 33. 228d. if unfilled and imported by natives, 
261. 38 10433d. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 271. 125. 
10452d. by the ton, for every ton thereof, and ſo in proportion for 
any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties to be paid down in 
ready money, nett, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be 
in lieu and full ſatisfation of all cuſtom, exciſe, or other duties 
payable to his Majeſty for the ſame, by virtue of any act or acts 
of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

83. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
tax of 105. per barrel be laid upon all herrings which ſhall be im- 
ported into this kingdom (except Britiſh herrings) during the time 
aforeſaid. 2 

84. Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
from the 25th day of March 1735, tothe 25th day of March 1756, 
a duty be laid upon all malt made in this kingdom, after the rate 
of 28. 6d. foreach barrel, and ſo in proportion for any greater or 
leſs quantity. 

85. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty be laid upon all malt imported into this king- 
dom between the 25th day of March 1785, and the 25th day of 
March 1786, after the rate of 2s. 6d. by the barrel; and fo in 
proportion for any greater or * quantity. 

b 2 
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86. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that a duty of 51. be laid on every table, ſpinning bench or 
wheel; and of 4os. on every preis made uſe of, or which 
ſhall be in the poſſeſſion of any perſon at any time during the 
time aforeſaid, for the purpoſe of ſpinning or making roll 
tobacco, 

87. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 2d. be laid for and upon every pound weight of tobacco, 
which ſhall be made or manufactured in this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid. 

88. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon manufacturing candles 
for ſale in this 1 at any time during the time aforeſaid. 

89. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 205. be paid by every perſon ſelling or manufacturing 
paper hangings for ſale in this kingdom, at any time during the 
rime aforeſaid. 

. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
1 of 4os. be paid by every perſon manufacturing tobacco 
for ſale in this kingdom, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 

91. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon manufacturing ſoap for 
fale in this kingdom, at any time during the time aforeſaid. 

92. Reſolved, That it 1s the opinton of this committee, that 
every perſon ſelling tea or groceries by retail, at any time during 
the time aforeſaid, in any town corporate in this kingdom, ſhall 
pay a duty of 20s.; and in any other part of this kingdom, a 
duty of 10s. ; 

93. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon ſelling or making any 
gold or filver plate for fale in this kingdom, at any time during 
the time aforeſaid. 

94. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon who ſhall keep a tan yard 
or tan pit, or tan leather for ſale in this kingdom, at any time 
during the time aforeſaid. 

95. Reſolved, That ic is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty after the rate of 6d. for each pound weight be 

laid on all bees wax imported into this kingdom, at any time 
during the time aforeſaid, except of the produce of Great 
Britain, 
96. Reſoved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
an additional duty of 108. be laid on every hundred weight of 
cork, which ſhall! be imported into this kingdom from Portugal, 
during the time aforeſaid. 5 


97+ Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


2 further additional duty be laid on all oranges and lemons, which 
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(hall be imported into this kingdom from Portugal or its dominions, 


during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 408. for every thouſand, 


and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs number. 

98. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there ſhall for 
the ſeveral and reſpective things therein after mentioned, which 
thall be written or engroſſed, the ſeveral and reſpective rates, 
impoſitions, charges, and ſums of money be raiſed, levied, col- 
lected and paid unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, from 
the 25th day of March 1785, to the 25th day March 1786 
incluſive. 

99. Reſulved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 121, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of Papers on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written during the time aforeſaid, any diſpenſation to hold two 
eccleſiaſtical dignities or benefices, or both a dignity and a be- 
nefice, or any other diſpenſation or faculty, from the Lord 
—_ of Armagh or maſter of the faculties for the time 

ing. 

= Reſolved, Thatit is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of gl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or written 
during the time aforeſaid, any grant or letters patent under the 
great ſeal of Ireland, of any honor, dignity, promotion, fran- 
Chiſe, liberty or privilege to any perſon or perſons, bodies po- 
litic, or corporate, or exemplification of the ſame, commiſſions 
of rebellion in proceſs always excepted. 

101, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of gl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant from his Majeſty, 
his heirs or ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money exceeding 2ool. 
which ſhall paſs the great ſcal of Ireland. | 

102, Relolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of gl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforetaid, any grant of any office or emo- 
lument, whica ſhall be above the value of zool. per annum. 

103. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 41. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or theec of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time atorclaid, any pardon (except the par- 
don paſſed in forma pauperis) of or for any crime or offence, or 
any tum of money or forteiture whatever, or on which any war- 
rant or reprieve, relaxation for any fines, corporal puniſhment or 
other forleitute, ſhall be engrotſed or written. 
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104. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 41. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant from his Majefty, 
bis heirs or ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money not exceeding 2col. 
nor leſs than tool. which ſhall pats the great ſeal of Ireland. 

105. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 41. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or yrom or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of any office or 
employment, which ſhall be above the value of gol. per annum, 
and under the value of zool. 

106. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 61. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any admiſſion of any fellow 
of the college of phyſicians, or of any attorney, clerk, advocate, 
proQor, notary, or other officer or officers in any court what- 
ſoever, except ſuch officer be an annual officer in any corporation 
or inferior court, whoſe office is under the value of 10l. a year 
in ſalary, fees, or other perquiſites, or * appeal from the court 
of admuralty or prerogative court, or from any archiepiſcopal 
court. 

105. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 31. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of lands in fee, leaſe 
for years, or other grant or profit not herein particularly charged, 
that ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland, or the ſeal of the Exche- 
quer, cuſtodiam leaſes excepted. 

108, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of zl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any preſentation or donation, 
which ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland, or upon which any 
collation to be made by any archbiſhop di biſhop, or any preſen- 
ration or donation by any patron whattoever, of or to any bene- 
fice, dignity, or ſpiritual cr eccleſiaſtical promotion whatſoever, 
of the value of 100. a year and lefs than 200l. a year, and of 61, 
of the value of 200l. or upwards, the value to be aſcertained by 
the certificate of the archbiſhop or biſhop or vicar general of the 
dioceſe, provided always that two or more benefices epiſcopally 
united, ſhall be deemed and taken to be one benefice only, 

109, Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 158. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or heet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any exemplitication of what 
nature ſoever that ſhall paſs the ſeal of any court whatſoever. 
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110. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 15s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum orparch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any inſtitution that ſhall paſs 
the ſeal of an archbiſhop, biſhop, chancellor or other ordinary or 
eccleſiaſtical court whatſoever, provided that an inſtitution to 
two or more beneſices epiſcopally united, ſhall be conſidered as 
to a ſingle beneſice. 

111, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 78. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
{cd or written, 2 the time aforeſaid, any conveyance, ſut- 
render of grants or offices, releaſe or other leed whatſover, which 
ſhall be inrolled of record in any ofthe courts of the city of Dublin, 
or in any other court of record whatſoever, 

112. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 58. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of error, certior- 
ari or appeal, except to the delegates, 

113. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any ſentence that ſhall be 
given in the court of admiralty, or any attachment that ſball be 
made out of the ſaid court of admiralty, or any relaxation of any 
ſuch attachment. 

114. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 5s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written during the time aforeſaid, any probate of a will or letters 
of adminiſtration, for any eſtate above the value of zol. and net 
of the value of tool. a duty of 10s. where the amount therecf 
ſhall be of che value of 10ol. and not of the value of zool. a duty 
of 20s. when the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of zool. 
and not of the value of 600l, a duty of 30s. when of the amount 
of 600l. and not of loool. anda duty of 408. when the value 
of loool. and upwards. 

115. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 58. be paid for every {kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, cr piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any reccgnizance conditioned 
for the payment of money or performance of covenants or agree- 
ments, ſtatute ſtaple or ſtatute merchant, or entered of record in 
any Court or office, except ſuch recognizances as ſhall be entered 
into by perſons applying for licences to ſell by retail beer, ale, 
wine, ſtrong waters or other liquors, which recognizances ſhall 
be conſidered as bonds, and ſtall pay accordingly, 
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116. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


a duty of 78. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engtoſ- 
ſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of covenant 
for levying a fine. 

117, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 58. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piege©\or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
2 the time aforeſaid, any record of —— or 

ea. | 
118. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of ys. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
1 or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of entry for 
ng a common recovery. X 

119. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty be paid during the time aforeſaid, for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhall be engroſſed or written any judgment whatſoever, which 
hall be ſigned by the maſter of any office, or his deputy, or 
ſecondary, or by any prothonotary, or his ſecondary, deputy 
or Clerk, or by any other officer belonging to any of the courts 
at the city of Dublin, who have power, or uſually do or ſhall 
ſign judgments, at the rate of 5s. for every judgment, engroſſed 
or written on ſuch ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or 

piece or ſheet of paper. 
120. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
chment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ed or written, during the time id any commiſſions iſſuing 
out of any eccleſiaſtical court not herein otherwiſe particularly 


121. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any warrant, monition 
or perſonal decree in the court of admiralty, except for ſuits in 
the payment of ſeamens wages. 

122. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
2 duty of 2s, 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed or written, during the time aforefaie, any indenture, leaſe or 
deed poll, not hereby otherwiſe charged, except indentures 
for binding poor pariſh or other poor children, ſupported by public 
or private charities, apprentices. _ | 
123. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


| duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
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ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of habeas corpus, 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s, be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which {hall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any ſpecial bail to be taken 
in any of the courts of the city of Dublin, or before any of the 
Judges of the faid courts, or in any court whatſoever, or any 
appearance __ ſuch ſpecial bail, | 

125. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſ- 
ſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any decree or diſ- 
miſſion made by or in bo courts of Chancery or Exchequer. 

126, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, . 4 the time A any common bail to be filed 
in any court whatſoever, and any appearance that ſhall be made 
upon ſuch bail. 

127. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 28. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be „ or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any admiſſion into any cor- 
poration or company. 

128, Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any affidavit, except ſuch 
affidavits as ſhall be taken before the officers of his Majeſty's 
cuſtoms or exciſe, or any juſtice or juſtices of the peace, or 


before a magiſtrate of any corporation, acting as a juſtice of the 


peace, or acting in any court of conſcience, or of ſummary 
juriſdiction, or before any judge of aſſize or commiſſion, of ayer 
and terminer, relative to proſecutions on trials or indictments, 
or to Civil bills; or that ſhall be made for the purpoſe of raiſing or 
accounting for public money, and except affidavits made relative 
to the hempen and flaxen manuſactures, or to the payment of corn 
premiums, or made before the truſtees of any turnpike relative 
to the roads or tolls of ſuch turnpike, or affidavits made before 
the Dublin Society ; and that a duty of 1s, be paid for every 
kin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or . of paper, 
upon which any copy of ſuch affidavit as is herein before charged, 
that ſhall be filed or read in any court whatſoevet, ſhall be engroi- 
ſed or written during the time aforefaid. : 

129. Reſolved, hat it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 18. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
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ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on wich ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforefaid, any original writ (except 
ſuch original upon which a writ of capias iflues) ſubpœna, writ 
of capias quo minus, writ cf dedimus poteſtatem, to take anſwers, 
examine witneſſes, or appcint guardians, or any other writ what- 
ſoever, or any other proceſs or mandate that ſhall iſſue out of 
or paſs the ſeals of any of the courts at the city of Dublin, or 
any other court whatfoeverz holding plea where the debt or 
damages doth amount to 408. or above, or the thing in demand 
is of that valve. | 

130. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
« duty of is. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any entry of any action in 
the mayor's or ſheriffs courts of the city of Dublin, and in courts 
in all corporations and other courts whatſoever, out of which 
no writs, procefs or mandate iſſue, holding plea where the debt 
or damage doth amount to 408. or above. ; 

131. Reſolved, Thar it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a a duty of. is. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, Wr or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any rule or order (except in 
fach cauſes proſecuted upon indictments, or which relate to pre- 
ſentments,) made or given in any of the courts at the city of 
Dublin, either courts of law or equity, which ſhall be taken out. 

132. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall-be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of ſuch rules or 
orders (except in cauſes proſecuted upon indictments, or which 
relate to preſentments entered, or the copies of any other records 
or proceedings in any of the ſaid courts of the city of Dublin, 
not hereby otherwiſe charged). 

133. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed 
or written, during the time aforeſaid, any citation or monition 
made in the prerogative court, or in any eccleſiaſtical court, or 
any libel or allegation, depoſition, anſwer, ſentence or final 
decree, or any inventory, exhibited in the prerogative court or 
in any eccleſiaſtical court, or the court of admiralty, or where- 
upon any copies of them teſpedively ſhall be engroſſed or writ- 
ten, except in ſuits for recovery of ſeamen's wages. 

134. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

a duty of 2s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
' parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be en- 
groſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any charter party, 
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policy of aſſurance, paſſport or any proteſt, procuration, letter 
of attorney, or any other notarial act whatſoever. 

135. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty Of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or ſheet ot piece of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any bond, releaſe, contract 
or other obligacory inſtrument. 

136. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of id. be paid for every ſkin, or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſ- 
ed or written, during the time aforeſaid, auy depoſitions taken 
in the court of Chancery or court of Exchequer, except the 
aper drafts of depoſitions, taken by virtue of any commiſſion 

fore they are engroſſed, which are not herein before charg- 
ed. . | 
137. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be en- 
groſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of any 
bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, replication, rejoinder, interroga- 
tories, depoſitions, or other proceedings whatſoever, taken in 
the court of Chancery or court of Exchequer, or in the court of 

ty. 

138 Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 


- parchment, or piece ot ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſ- 


ed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of any will 
atteſted by the proper officer of the prerogative court, or any 
eccleſiaſtical court. 

139. Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which {ſhall be en- 
groſſed or written, during the time aforefaid, any declaration, 
plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other pleadings what- 
loever, in any court at law, or any copy thereof. | 

140. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 4d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, during the time aforeſaid, any certificate or debenture, 
for drawing back any cuſtoms or duties for or in reſpect of the re- 
ſhipping or exporting of any goods or merchandizes, which at 
any time or times, from and after the 25th day of March 1785, 
to the 25th day of March 1786 incluſive, ſhall be exported 
or ſhipped to be exported from the kingdom of Ireland, for any 
parts beyond the ſeas, to be paid by the perſon for whoſe beneti, 
or at Whoſe inſtance ſuch debenture or certificate thall be obtained. 
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- 141. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of id. be paid during the time aforeſaid, for every almanack 
or calendar for any one particular year, or for any time leſs than 
a year, which ſhall be printed on one fide only, of any one ſheet 
cr piece of paper only, and of 2d. for every other almanack 
or calendar for any one particular year; and that for every 
almanack or calendar made to ſerve for ſeveral years, the te- 
ſpecti ve rates aforeſaid, ſhall be paid for every ſuch year. 

142. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for all papers containing 
public news, intelligence or occurrences, a duty of id. for every 
ſheet or piece of paper, leſs than a ſheet on which ſuch news, 
intelligence, or occurrences ſhall be printed. 

143- Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there be paid during the time aforeſaid, for every pamphlet or 
paper, not exceeding ſix ſheets in octavo, or in a leſſer page, or 
not exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, or twenty ſheets in folio, 
ſo printed, a duty after the rate of 2s. for every ſheet of any kind 
of paper, which ſhall be contained in one printed copy or im- 
preſſion thereof. 

144. Reſolved, That it is the — of this committee, that 

from and upon every piece of vellum, parchment or paper, on 
which ſhall be engroſſed or written, the admiſſion of any ſtudent 
or I into the ſociety of King's-Inns, there ſhall bs paid a 
duty of 5l. 
145. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
there be paid during the time aforeſaid, a duty of 18. for every 
advertiſement to be contained in or publiſhed in any gazette, 
newſpaper or journal, to be publiſhed weekly or oftener, or in 
any other printed paper or pamphlet whatſoever, being diſperſed 
or made * yearly, monthly, or at any other interval of 
time, and a further duty for the ſame, after the rate of 1s. for 
every ten lines which every ſuch advertiſement ſhall contain, over 
and above the firſt ten lines, each line to be taken according to 
the — * commonly uſed in ſuch gazette, journal, pamphlet, 
or r. 


146. PReſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
a duty of 28. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
parchment, on which ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the 
time aforcſaid, any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, replication, 
rejoinder, interrogatory, depoſition, taken by commiſſion or any 
other pleading whatſoever, 1n the courts of Chancery or Exche- 

uer. 

n 147. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or ſheet 
or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be engroſſed or written any 
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memorial of any deed, conveyance, will or deviſe, which ſhall 
be regiſtered in the public office for regiſtering ſuch memorials, a a 
duty of 1s. ſhall be paid over and above all other duties payable 
thereon. 

148. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for and upon all inſurances from fire, which ſhall be in force on 
the 25th day of March, 1985, or ſhall be made at any time be- 
tween the {aid day and the 25th day of March, 1786, there 
ſhall be paid a duty after the rate of 1s. for every one hundred 
pounds inſured, | 

149. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for every ſkin or piece of vellum, or parchment, or ſheet or 
piece of paper, upon which any receipt or other diſcharge for 
any legacy left by any will, or other teſtamentary inſtrument, or 
for any ſhare or part of a perſonal eſtate divided by force of the 
ſtatute of diſtributions, ſhall be engroſſed, written or printed, the 
amount whereof ſhall not exceed the value of 2ol. a ſtamp duty 
of 28. 6d. and where the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of 
201. and not amounting to 1ool. a ſtamp duty of 58. and where 
the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of 1001. and upwards, 
a ſtamp duty of 20s. be charged thereon, except ſuch legacies as 
ſhall be left to the wife, children, or grand children of the perſon 
making ſuch will or teſtamentary im or ſhall be divided 
among them by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions. 


Ordered, That leave be given to bring in one or more bill or 
bills, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions, and the reſolutions of the 
committee of ſupply ; and that the Right Honourable the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney Gene- 
ral, the Solicitor General, Sir John Parnell, Mr. Maſon, and Mr. 
George Ponſonby do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an 
account of the ſeveral ſums of money received by the ballaſt- 
maſter, under the act of the 3d of George the 3d, chap. 15. for 
the uſe of the pilot office committee, from the paſſing of the act; 
diſtinguiſhing the receipt of each year under the teſpective heads 
of duties granted by ſaid act. 


The Right Honourable JohN BERESToRD moved alſo, that 
the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an account of the 
amount of the ſurplus in each year, after anſwering the purpoſes 
of the act of the zd of George the 3d, chap. 15. which has been 
handed over by the pilot office committee to the ballaſt office, for 


the purpoſe of carrying on the ballaſt office wall, in purſuance of 
ſaid act. 
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Alſo, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe, copies 
of the ſeveral accounts laid by the pilot office commitee before the 
Lord Lieutenant and privy council; in purſuance of the direction 
— that purpoſe contained in the aQ of the 3d of George the za, 
chap. 15. | | 


Alfo, That the oaper officer dolay before the Houſe, an ac- 
count of the number of times that the pilot office committee have 
met in the laſt three years, diſtinguiſhing each year. 


Mr. BER ESs TOD preſented to the Houſe purſuant to their order, 
an account of the expences incurred in building and purchaſing ma- 
terials for the new Cuſtom-houſe, 


A petition of John Locker, farmer, on behalf of himſelf and the 
other farmers of Ireland, who bring corn to the market houſe of 
Dublin, complaining of grievances they labour under from impo- 
fitions of the weigh-maſter appointed by the act of the laſt ſeſſion 
of parliament, for regulating the corn trade, and praying relief, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read. | 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe a 
return of all the corn weighed at the market-houſe in Dublin, for 
the laſt year, intitled to bounty on the inland carriage, diſtin- 
guiſhing the number of barrels of each kind of grain. 


Ordered, That the proper officer do lay before the Houſe an 
account of the quantity of malt brought to the city of Dublin, 
by inland carriage, intitled to bounty, in the laſt year. 


Sir Joux PARNIZII gave notice of his intention to bring in a 
bill for the encouragement of the woollen manufacture. One 
great obſtacle to its improvement, he ſaid, was the very miſera- 
ble payment given to the ſpinners z and it ſhould be an object of 
his bill to aſſiſt that uſeful claſs of people, and thereby enable 
them to bring it to greater perfection. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
for granting to his Majeſty a ſupply to encourage the linen manu- 
facture, Sit John Parnell in the chair; and having voted a ſupply 
accordingly, the Houſe reſumed, and ordered that the commit- 
tee of the whole Houſe do fit to-morrow, to deviſe ways and 
means of raiſing ſaid ſupply. 


Sir Joun BLaqQuirke moved that a liſt of all perſons whs 
have paid the coach tax ſhould be laid before the Houle. 


The Houſe then adjourned, and the grand committee of courts 
of juſtice ſat according to order, Serjeant Fitzgerald in the 
chair, 
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Lord Charles Fitzgerald, who had promiſed to bring on the 
queſtion of attachment, being indiſpoſed and unable to attend, 
it was taken up by the Right Honourable Mr. Brownlow, who 
deſired the proceedings of the court of King's-bench in the caſe 
of Henry Steevens Rielly, Eſq; late high ſheriff of the county 
Dublin, to be read, which was done accordingly, viz. the af- 
fdavit of Thomas Green, ſtating that a requiſition had been pre- 
ſented to the ſheriff by certain perſons whoſe names were there- 
unto ſigned, requeſting that he would call together the power of 
his county to elect five delegates to meet in national congreſs, on 
the 25th day of October 1784, to conſider of a plan for reform- 
ing the Commons Houſe of Parliament. That purfuant to this 
requiſition, the ſheriff did ſummon the freeholders and other in- 
habitants of the county of Dublin to meet him at Kilmainham 
and that he did there elect five delegates, and pledge himſelf and 
the freeholders and inhabitants of the county of Dublin, to ſup- 
port with their lives and fortunes, whatever plan ſach congreſs 
ſhould determine on. 

Alſo the rule to ſhew cauſe why an attachment ſhould not iſſue 
for this offence z and finally, the abſolute rule for attaching the 
ſheriff, he having failed to ſhew cauſe. h 


Right Honourable WILLIAM BGOWNLOW. I ſhall probably 
be accuſed of preſumption in taking a lead in a queſtion which 
has generally been conſidered as a queſtion of law, but to me it 
appears a queſtion of conſtitution, and of high importance to the 
public, that it ſhould be rightly underſtood. I do not preſume 
to ſay that I ſhall be able to treat it as it deſerves, much leſs will 
I be fo fool-hardy as to take up the gauntlet, which the right ho- 
nourable gentleman on the other ſide has thrown down; [the At- 
torney General] the conflict would be too unequal. I ſhall mere- 
ly introduce the buſineſs, which appears to me totally inconſiſtent 
with the principles of the conſtitution, and leave it to other gen- 
tlemen to ſhew, that it is as totally incompatible with the princi- 
ples of our law. In this I do not mean to arraign the conduct of 
the learned judges; they, I am ſure, are men of the ſtricteſt in- 
tegrity. But, I ſay, if there was law for the proceeding by at- 
tachment, it was a law dangerous ro the liberties of the ſubject, 
as depriving him of his trial by jury, and ſhould be altered. Sir, 
every new tribunal, which proceeds without a jury, is a ſtep to- 
wards eltabliſhing ariſtocracy, that worſt kind of tyranny, and 
every man is called upon to oppoſe it. The trial by jury is our 
deareſt bitth right, and ſhould be preſerved inviolable. 

If the only object was to hurt the guilty, it might be accom- 
pliſhed by indictment, or even by information, in either of which 
modes the ſubje& would have at leaſt the advantage of a petit ju- 
ty ; but there was an higher object -the rendering of the court 
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arbitrary. Perhaps ſuch proceedings were leſs injurious to the 
culprit, but that is no conſideration to the public; I wiſh to guard 
againſt the poſſibility of having any ſubjeQ puniſhed without the 
advantage of his trial by jury. 

In France the judges are appointed by the crown, or purchaſe 
their places. In caſes between man and man ſolicitations to the 
Judges are openly carried on, and if on one fide there be a man of 
wealth and power, and on the other a'poor man, the poor man 
reſting upon the juſtice of his cauſe has very little chance of 
ſucceeding; much leſs has any perſon a chance of ſucceeding 
againſt the crown. This is a miſerable ſtate indeed, and to this 

te we ſhould in time be brought if juries were aboliſhed. 

Sir William Blackſtone, who was not only a great lawyer, but 
knew mankind, and was aware of their frailties, in his commen- 
taries, ſtrongly enforces the neceſſity of having juries to ſerve as a 
barrier between the crown and the ſubject. Gan it be ſaid that 
proceeding by attachment is not a breaking down of that barrier, 
and tending to make our courts of juſtice like the courts in France. 
Sir, my object is not to cenſure or to criminate any perſon for 
what is paſſed, but to prevent the like in future, The reſolution 
I mean to propoſe being to check this inroad on the trial by jury. 
I ſhall therefore move you, Sir, That it is the opinion of this 
committee, that the proceedings of the court of dh, 
againſt Henry Steevens Reilly, Eſq; in attaching him and puniſh- 
ing him in a ſummary way, as for a contempt, was contrary to 
the principles of the conſtitution, as depriving him of his trial by 
Jury, and is a precedent of dangerous tendency.” | 


Sir NicuoLas LawLEss.—Unaccuſtomed to ſpeak often in 
this Houſe, I riſe with ſome difhdence after the right honourable 
gentleman who has propoſed the reſolution ; although on a ſub- 
ject of ſo great expectation, and which has for ſo long a time agita- 
ted the public mind, it may be ſuppoſed many gentlemen will 
not be content to give a ſilent vote. 

I ſhall ſpeak of the matter of attachment, Sir, merely as it 
ſtrikes me, not profeſlionally engaged in the ſtudy of the laws or 
conſtitution, yet having conſidered them perhaps as much as is ab- 
folutely decent for a man honoured with a ſeat in this Houſe, 

Ready I am to acknowledge, Sir, that the noble inſtitution of 
trial by jury is one of the moſt valuable privileges of. the ſubject 
in this land of liberty; ſuch I have always hitherto regarded it, 
and ſuch I truſt Iwill always regard it whilft capable of reflection. 
But are there no caſes, or is there no caſe in which this privilege 
ſhould be ſuperceded ? This appears to me the great hinge upon 
which the queſtion of this day turns, and that there may be {ſuch 
cates, and thould be ſuch exceptions, is my firm opinion. 
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To come to the inſtance now before us. A ſheriff is an officer 
of the crown, and as ſuch has ever been amenable to the King's- 
bench, and ſubjeQ to its controul, for contempt or abuſe of the 
power delegated to him, and accordingly ſheriffs have been fre- 
quently puniſhed by the ſummary proceeding of attachment. 

As the honourable gentleman has quoted Blackſtone, I hope 
the ſame liberty will alſo be granted to me. Sir William Black- 
ſtone then, ſpeaking of attachments, calls it a ſingular mode of 
trial, thus admitted in one particular inſtance, extremely antient, 
and ſince the reſtoration confirmed by expreſs act of parliament. 
Stat, 13. Car. 2. | 

He ſays again—So the method of examining the delinquent 
himſelf upon oath is of very high antiquity, and by long and im- 
memorial uſage become the law of the land. See 5 — 
vol. 4. book 4. | 

Let us for a moment ſuppoſe, Sir, the inſtance of a rebellion 
or invaſion in this country, and at the ſame time a ſheriff not well 
affected to the government; of what infinite miſchief, Sir, may 
not ſuch an officer be capable, if not prevented by a more ſum- 
mary proceeding than by the ordinary proceſs at law. 

Although I am in my own mind fully convinced of the expe- 
diency of the meaſure in the caſe of Henrv Steevens Reilly, yet I 
ſhall not enter into that part of the buſineſs, but leave it to other 
gentlemen much more equal to it than myſelf; and more eſpecial- 
ly to the learned and right honourable gentleman who has declared 
in this Houſe, he was the adviſer of the meaſure : His avowed 
ability and knowledge in his profeſſion, with a conſiderable pro- 
perty in this country, leave me no room to doubt that the pra- 
ceeding was both legal and expedient; and that he would be one 
of the laſt men to introduce an arbitrary mode of proceeding, 
which might be of evil conſequence in future, 

But, Sir, if upon the cooleſt inveſtigation of the ſubjeft in my 
own mind, I am perfectly ſatisfied that ſuch a power is conſtitu- 
tionally lodged in the officers of his Majeſty's ſupreme court of 
law, as ſovereign conſervators of the peace, how much more am I 
ſatisfied when ] conſider the characters of the very reſpectable jud- 
ges who now fit on that bench, and with moſt of whom I have 
the honour of a perſonal acquaintance; with one, indeed, I am 
more intimately conneQed ; I mean the noble lord who with fo 
much credit to himſelf, and advantage to the public, preſides in 
that court; and of whoſe regard to juſtice, diſinteteſtedneſs and 
probity I have been many years a witneſs. I ſay, Sir, if I had 
any doubt on the legality of the meaſure, the unanimous opinion 
of ſuch men, although it might not determine, would moſt cer- 
tainly have the greateſt weight with me. 

For thele reaſons, Sir, I am of opinion that the mode of pro- 
ceeding againſt Henry Steeyens Reilly, Eſq; was conſtitutional, 
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legal and expedient z and thinking ſo, Sir, I cannot approve the 
reſolution propoſed by the right honourable gentleman. 


The Right Honourable Ar TONE GENERAL. — I do not in- 
tend to argue this queilion in its preſent ſtage, and before I have 
heard ſome argument in favour of the motion. I only riſe now to 
obſerve, that the right honourable gentleman hath, certainly 
without intention, omitted ſome facts in his motion, which 1 
think ought to be ſtated. I muſt move, that after the word“ con- 
tem ©” be inſerted, *©* the ſaid Henry Steevens Reilly, as high 
ſheriff, ſummoned the power of his county for the purpoſe of 
electing hve perſons as delegates to a national congreſs, and having 

ledged the lives and fortunes of himſelf and of the power of 
is county, to ſupport any, and whateyer alterations the ſaid 
congreſs ſhould think proper to adopt for a reform of the conſti- 
tution.“ i | 

Now, Sir, on this ground I did attach him, and on this ground 
I am ready to defend what I have done. I cannot think any ob- 
jection can be made to this motion. It ſtates a fact, that the prin- 
Cipal officer of the crown did abuſe his power. Can gentlemen 
object to a fact? And I make this amendment, that gentlemen 
may not miſtake the buſineſs. 43-0 

Sir, the gentleman who made the motion ſſes that he has 
no intention of cenſuring the judges. I think it is ſomewhat like 
cenſure to ſay they have acted unconſtitutionally; but let his 


N be what it will, he will not, I truſt, object to ſtating the 
truth. 


Mr. Bxooxe declared himſelf an enemy to the doctrine of at- 
tachments, for three reaſons ; firſt, becauſe they remove the trial 
by jury ; ſecondly, becauſe they include a ſuppoſition that nei- 
ther grand nor petit juries would diſcharge their duty conſcienti- 
ouſly ; and thirdly, becauſe they exclude appeal.—That he had 
ſtumbled that morning, he would call it, on a book which had 
given him very great light on the ſubject—it was a very ſcarce book, 
** Bacon's Collection on the Liberty of the Subject. He learned 
from it that attachments were as old as the Edwards and Hen- 
tys, yet even at that early period, they were looked on with jealou- 

ſy. By a ſtatute of Henry iſt, no judge ſhall compel a freeman to 
take an oath z by Magna Charta, chap. 30. no judge ſhall compel 
any man to accuſe himſelf, —Now attachments appeared to him to 
run directly counter to both theſe laws, and therefore he ſhould 
certainly ſupport the reſolution ; for even in equity, he had found 
in Brown's Parliamentary Caſes, that though a party had been in 
actual contempt, the lords had refuſed to reverſe the decree. 


Honourable De NNis BRowNe ſaid he was not led by party, 
nor would he be nufled by faction. He would vote for the original 


motion. That the ſole queſtions for our conſideration are, firſt, 
hath the Court of King's Bench a power to attach? And, if it 
hath, did it exerciſe that power improperly in the preſent caſe ? 
The power cannot be denied; and, to prove the propriety of 
ufing that power, in this cafe, he would conclude his ſpeech with 
condemning the procedure of theriif Reilly in every point. 


Mr. Recorper,—l am, Sir, of no party, but I will 
fpeak and vote according to the dictates of my conſcience, I am 
as willing as the right honourable gentleman, to have the facts ſtat- 
ed; but I do not think his amendment ſtates them fairly. It ſays 
Mr. Reilly did convene the power of his county, I know the 
requiſition was to that purport z but he did not do ſo; for he 
appointed a meeting of the freeholders and inhabitants of his 
county. The power of the county means every man, from fif- 
teen to ſeventy, armed, to aſſiſt the ſheriff, 


The Right Honourable ArToxzney Gexeral,—Sir, Mr. 
Henry Steevens Reilly ſays, ** In purſuance of the requilition, I 
fummons the freeholders and inhabitants,”—pray are not they the 


power of the county ? What does the learned gentleman call the 
power of the county ? 


Mr. RecorDer,—All the male inhabitants in arms. 


The Right Honourable ArTozney Genzrar,—l do not 
ſuppote the women and children, | 


Mr. Rxcoxpotr.—The power of the county muſt be in arms, 


The Right Honvurable ATToxney GentrAL,—l appeal to 
the candour of the right honourable mover of the motion, whe- 
ther this 13 not merely the chicanery of ſpecial pleading. 


Mr. FoxBxs.—1 wiſh to meet the queſtion fairly, and not to 
ſtate any thing in it not ſtrictly true. 


The Right Honourable ArToxxey Gexneral,—Well, I am 
willing to ſay he ſummoned the freeholders and inhabitants; and 


drop the power of his county, except in the requiſition, in which 
that expretſion ſtands. Will that ſatisfy gentlemen ? 


Mr. RecoxDer,—Not quite: there mult be another alteration 
to lay appoint a meeting, not ſummon a meeting; for the words 
have a very different meaning, To ſummon implies a power, a 
command, an exertion of authority : appoint is different, 


Mr. AxTHUx BrowNne.—l conceive the moſt proper amend- 
ment, and to which the right honourable gentleman cannot poflibl 
object, if he has really a deſire to ſtate facts, and to meet the — 
tion fairly, would be, after the word contempt, to add the whole 
of the affdarit, on which the proceedings were founded, 
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Mr. Micnarr SMiTH,— This is very proper, if it is not de- 
ſigned to fritter away the queſtion in cavils. We ſhould judge 
here by facts only: now no facts are before us, but thoſe contain- 
ed in the affidavit : let us have that, and then there will be no 
ſpecial pleading or lawful pleading, the whole facts being ſtated 
in the affidavit; I therefore cannot agree to the amendment, as it 
now ſtands, which is intended to blind facts. | 


The Right Honourable ATToxney GENERAI.— The learned 
gentleman cannot know what uſe I intend to make of that amend- 
ment. However, I conſent to ſay in it convene—** and, in pur- 
ſuance of the requiſition to convene the power of his county, did 
appoint a meeting of the freeholders.“ 


Mr. Cuxx an.—The right honourable gentleman has ſo often 
declared that he wiſhed to bring this queſtion on fairly, that I 
cannot doubt his intentions.—In the court of King's-bench there 
was no reply to this affidavit ; therefore the court took every arti- 
cle of it as true, though not one article was proved, I therefore 
think the affidavit ſhould be added, and not any deſcription of it; 
and, as the gentleman who ſtarted the idea, did not move it, I 


ſhall move that, after the word“ contempt,” be inſerted the whole 
of Mr, Green's affidavit. 


Mr. RecoxDer.—Thereis another reaſon why this affidavit 
ſhould be added, in preference to the right houourable gentleman's 
amendment : that is, that the amendment contains words that are 
not fact. It ſays, Mr. Reilly pledges himſelf to ſupport, with his 
life and fortune, the reſolves of the congreſs. The affidavit ſays 
no ſuch thing, it ſtates, that the meeting indeed came to ſuch a 
reſolution, but not that the ſheriff pledged himſelf. 


Mr. Buzxcn (of Oldtown.)—It is abſolutely neceſſary to have 
the whole of the affidavit. I wiſh only to have facts; and I do 
not defire to paſs any cenſure on any individual. It is the prin- 
Ciple alone is my object. In the cate of ſhip money, Mr. Hamp- 
den was aſked, ** are you perſonal againſt eight judges, and yet 
parliament ſet aſide the ſentence of the judges. | 

Mr. MoL.ynevx contended for adding the affidavit. 


Mr. Gx1ieFitTH.— The committee is now met to decide on 
the conduct of the court of King's · bench; that conduct was found- 
ed on the affidavit, and we cannot decide without this affidavit. 
If it is refuſed, then we are denied a fact, whilſt gentlemen ſkulk 
behind a deſcription of a fac. 


Mr. Cox R Y. How can we judge of the conduct of the court 
On what did the judges ground their conduct? Why, on this 
very affidavit. If it is withheld, then you injure the judges ; and 
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tet gentlemen conſider what they would ſay of us, if we were to 
take the judges ground from under them ? 


The ArTorNey GEeNnerAL.—l call on any man to fay, 
that my amendment does not contain the whole ſubſtance of the 
afhdavit, But, that no man may miſrepreſent me within doors, 
or without, or ſay I wanted to ſhrink from enquiry, I am willing 
my amendment ſhall run thus: ** on the charge brought by the 
King's Attorney General, now before the . this 
ſatisfy you? 


Mr. AxTHURx Browne ſaid he was ready upon this queſtion 
to meet the firſt champion of prerogative, confident, that even if 
his arguments ſhould fall before ſuperior powers of reaſoning, 
his fall would be amply avenged by the abilities and information 
he ſaw around him. He would endeavour to diveſt the queſtion 
of legal ſubtilty, becauſe he was convinced that queſtions rela- 
tive to the great privileges of the ſubject were not enveloped in 
myſtery, The arcana imperii were fine ſounding words, but he 
had never heard of the arcena of liberty. He meant not to aim 
at individuals—it was never his diſpoſition ; but he meant to con- 
ſider the meaſure with that freedom which was the right of a mem- 
ber of that Houſe. 

The power of attachment was certainly to be found in the 
Britiſh conſtitution, but confined to one inſtance, ſecuring the 
adminiſtration of juſtice from diſobedience, and contempt. It 
was founded in this caſe in obvious neceſſity; becauſe without a 
power of puniſbing inſtantly the man who dared to affront them, 
neither their dignity, nor even exiſtence, could be preſerved. 
As far as their neceſſity extended, the power of attachment ex- 
tended, and no further. The complaint of the people of Ire- 
land, he might ſay of the people of England too, was, that this 


power had exceeded its bounds, and gone forth like a peſlilential 


vapour to corrupt the conſtitution, Confined within its proper 
bounds it was ſalutary and uſeful. Though contrary to the great 
principles of the conſtitution, though very poiſon in itſelf, the 
wiſdom which attempered the conſtitution knew how to mix the 
moſt ſubtile poiſon with the moſt wholeſome materials, and from 
the compoſition to derive life and vigour z but when an unſkilful 
hand daſhes the cup, and deſtroys the temper, then it becomes 
poiſon again. When this power is applied to caſes which have 
no poſſible relation to the dignity of the courts of juſtice z to 
Caſes where the offender, if he was an offender, could not have 
had the courts in his contemplation in the moſt remote 2 $ 
to caſes of politics; to caſes where, if any contempt was offered, 
it was to the crown immediately, and not through the intetventi- 
on of its courts of juſtice, who does not ſee the danger ?—The 
trial by jury, ever eſtimable, waz eſpecially ſo when government 
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was the real proſecutor. Who was to try whether there were 
tumult or ſedition againſt the executive power? Surely not the 
executive power itſelf z judges appointed by the crown, and who 
repreſented the crown in its courts, No, a jury choſen from 
among the people z a temporary tribunal, which, after the trial, 
relapſed into the body of the people, and would take care not to 
ſet any precedent of oppreſlion, to which the next moment them- 
ſelves might become ſubject. The contrary doQtrine confounded 
the judiciary and executive powers; theſe very things which 
Monteſquieu, ſpeaking of England, ſays, would deſtroy liberty. 
And that is ſabbituted for the trial by jury !—why a trial which 
oppoſes three of the moſt known principles of the conftitution? — 
that no man ſhall be obliged to criminate himſelf ; that no man 
ſhall be condemned without a power of appeal; and, thirdly, 
that no one ſhall be judge in his own cauſe. Yet this had been 
called a merciful mode of trial, though given to the courts, on 
account of its feverity, to ſupport their dignity ; and though it 
contained ſomething "wy like the old deteſted oath ex cis. 
It was ſaid to be merciful, becauſe the innocent might ſwear him- 
ſelf innocent, and why ſhould the guilty efcape. The argument 
would prove that the trial by jury ſhould be aboliſhed z but how 
different was the clemency of the law—though a man confefſed 
himſelf guilty, the judge would adviſe him to retrat his confeſ- 
fion, and plead not guilty, that he might have every chance of 
eſcaping, on croſs- examination, for want of evidence, for want of 
profecution, or on account of any trifling flaw in the record ; 
and ſo far from being tried by offended jud ges, he might object to 
one of his judges, even if he diftiked his countenance, in a capital 
cafe. 
The late proceedings had introduced a dangerous doctrine of 
donſtructive contempt. It had been well ſaid by a great noble- 
man of the laſt age, whoſe actions were the de jon, and whoſe 
defence of thoſe actions the admiration of the world, that he liked 
not thoſe new fangled and conſtruQtive treaſons (the doftrme of 
which had been invented by his enemies); for if ſuch ſubtleties 
prevailed, no man would know by what rule to govern his words 
or actions. So may we ſay, we like not theſe conſttuctive con- 
tempts; for if theſe doctrines prevail, no man will be ſaſe. 
Diſquiet will be aggravated to ſedition, and ſedition into treaſon. 
Recuſation will walk forth in triumph, and power, with volun- 
fary credulity, ſhall ſwallow the idle tale, Every action may be 
donſtrued a contempt : every man an officer of the courts. Why 
not, as well as in the preſent caſe ? which he defied any man to 
ſhew cauſe within choſe definitions of contempts which he read 
from law becks. He denied that Mr. Reilly's being a ſueriff 
made any difference; for, firſt, it was the quality of the offence, 
and not the quality of the man, which conſtituted the criminali- 


DEBATE s. 377 


ty. Every act that tends to bring the king's courts into odium, 
or contempt, is the ſubject of attachment, let the man who com- 
mits it be who he may, whether magiſtrate or not; therefore it 
was in vain to ſay, that the precedent did not extend to every 
man. If Mr. Reilly was attachable, any perſon who attempted 
to bring his county together would alſo be attachable. 

Again, the ſheriff acted wirtute officii, or colore officii, Now 
gentlemen on the other ſide cannot ſay he ated wirtute 2fficii, be- 
cauſe they denied his power to convene the county, for the 
purpoſe of appointing delegates, and he could not act by virtue 
of a power which he had not. There was a great difference be- 
tween abuſing and aſſuming a power—a man could not abuſe a 
power which he had not. He then aſſumed a power, and there 
the gentlemen were in another difficulty; for if he aſſumed it, 
he was like any other man, for any man might have aſſumed the 
power, and then the precedent extends to all. 

The gentlemen then are driven t. ſay, he acted colore officii, and 
here he would appeal to country gentlemen, whether it were not 
ſufficient to damn a meaſure, that ic required ſuch nice logic to 
defend it. When the trial by jury was open, and as no experi- 
ment was made, there was no ground to ſay, that a fair trial 
could not be had, why have recourſe to a method which, if it 
could be defended at all, it muſt be with great difficulty ? But to 
meet the argument—it depends upon this, that whatever wrong 
the ſheriff does by colour of his office is a contempt of the courts. 
Now this is begging the queſtion, for his office is multifarious— 
it ſometimes regards parliament, as in the caſe of elections; ſome» 
times the crown immediately, as in the caſe of calling the county, 
to ſuppreſs rebellion or invaſion ; ſometimes the crown immedi- 
ately, through its courts of juſtice, as in the caſe of abuſing 
legal procefſes.—Now, there may be contempt committed by the 
ſheniff in all theſe different capacities, puniſhable by attachment 
however only in the laſt inſtance. The contrary doctrine con- 
founds all ſorts of contempts, and makes contempts againſt the 
crown immediately, and againft the crown in its courts of juſ- 
tice, one and the ſame. Nothing can be more accurately diſtin- 
guiſhed than they are in books, and the confounding them is moſt 
dangerous. Refuſing to obey the King's writ, demanding a loan, 
and ſpeaking ſeditious words in the Houſe of Commons, have 
been in the time of the Stuarts conſtrued contempts of the crown. 
What pity that they did not think of continuing them alſo as 
contempts of the court of King's-bench, and puniſhing them by 
attachment. It would not be going much further, than the pu- 
mfhing a man who convenes a county to debate upon political 
matters by that mode. | 

Parliament, he faid, could have taken care of its own privis 
leges, and if Mr. Reilly had been guilty of a contempt of them, 


378 PARLIAMENTARY 


would have ordered the Attorney General to proſecute, but not 
by attachment. Neceſſity had been pleaded. It was a dange- 
rous plea, and proverbially called the plea of the tyrant. He 
concluded by ſ:ying that he was confirmed in his opinion of the 
danger of the meaſure, by the ſentiments of ſome of the greateſt 
men in England, particularly of one who had moſt uniformly op- 
poſed, and endeavoured to controul the encroachments of power; 
(meaning Mr. Fox) he conſidered this as an impediment ; one of 
thoſe which, from the Middleſex down to the Weſtminſter electi- 
on, had been too pemreptible to every obſerving man. This was 
the age of experiment. But he had ſeen the reſolutions reſpecting 
Middleſex eraſed from the journals of England. The Weſtmin- 
ſter ſcrutiny would ſoon become the ſubjeR of univerſal abhor- 
rence, as it now was with reflecting men; and if the mealure 
ſhould be by any reſolution approved of, which heaven avert, 
he truſted he ſhould live to ſee the day when that reſolution alſo, 
with univerſal joy, ſhould be obliterated from the record. 


The SoLIiciTor GENERAL ſaid the debate had been con- 
ducted in a fingular manner: the country gentlemen declared they 
conſidered that the qq ueſtion was a conſtitutional and not a legal 
1 and yet they argued as lawyers. The gentlemen of 

e long robe ſaid it was rather a legal than a conſtitutional queſ- 
tion, and condeſcended to argue it like country gentlemen z how- 
ever, they both agred in relying upon the authority of Blackſtone's 

Commentaries alone; though the author of x do performance 
(however in other reſpects meriting the higheſt commendation) 
had not a ſtrong claim to credit in an Iriſh Houſe of Commons, 
having aſſerted the dependence of the parliament of Ireland. 
His doQrine, nevertheleſs, militated againſt the propoſition which 
had been moved. | he power of the 1 was evident - 
ly diſtinguiſhed from the authority of every other court other 
courts could puniſh for contempts, only in conſequence of ſuits 


depending therein, and of ſome abuſe or oppoſition ſhewn to their 


oceſs, The court of King's-bench had a ſimilar power, and 
ad in addition thereto, a power of puniſhing for contempts 
which did not ariſe out of the exiſtence of any cauſe depending 
in that court, nor had any reference to the proceſs thereof, but 
was derived from its original ſuperintending power, In other 
courts, upon an application for an attachment, the affidavit to 
found the application, muſt be intitled to a cauſe then depending; 
but in the King's-bench, applications are frequently made for at- 
tachments where no cauſe had previouſly ſubfiſted the ein. In 
ſuch caſes, the affidavit founding the conditional rule, is not in- 
titled in any cauſe; and there is no cauſe depending until the 
conditional rule is pronounced. This diſtinction is evident, that 


the other principal courts of juſtice can grant attachments only 
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with a reference to the cauſes depending in ſuch courts, and to 
the proceſs which has iſſued therein; but the King's- bench is the 
cuſtos morum. The great court of criminal judicature, in which 
the King is ſuppoſed perſonally to preſide, is the principal con- 
ſervator of the peace, has a general ſuperintendance and con- 
troul over all inferior judges, magiſtrates, and officers of juſtice, 
and is peculiarly bound to take care that none of thoſe perſons 
exceed, or make an improper uſe of the powers with which they 
are entruſted by the conſtitution. To enable that court to exer- 
ciſe ſuch power with effect, a ſpeedy and ſummary mode of pro- 
ceeding is neceſſary, The court of King's-bench therefore is 
poſſeſſed of a power of puniſhing by attachment, perſons coming 
within the abovementioned deſcription, though there be not any 
cauſe depending in that court; without ſuch power the officers 
of juſtice would not be liable to any ſufficiently operative con- 
troul, and their authority might be made uſe of for the moſt oppreſ- 
ſive purpoſes againſt the ſubject. Such an authority might, un- 
der particular circumftances, be the ſtrongeſt and moſt efficient 
check upon arbitrary power. 

The law of Raglend and of Ireland, was not different upon 
this ſubjeQ, although the different circumſtances of the two 
countries made the granting of attachments leſs frequent in Eng- 
land than in Ireland. In the one country, an information was 
an effectual remedy to wealthy tenantry, In the other country, 
an information inſtead of affording redreſs, would furniſh ruin to 
an impoveriſhed yeomanry.---' he uniform courſe of proceeding 
againſt juſtices of the peace in Ireland for a miſuſe or exceſs of 
Juriſdiction was by attachment, though no cauſe had previouſly 
depended in the court of King's-bench. Juſtices of the peace had 
originally been conſervators of the peace, ſo had ſheriffs; and 
though a doubt may be entertained whether the authority of the 
juſtices of the peace, as conſervators, might not have been extin- 
guiſhed by their acceptance of the commiiſion of the peace, yet 
the ſame reaſon would not apply to ſheriffs.---The ſuppreſſing of 
diſturbances and riots, was one great branch of the ancient power 
of the conſervators of the peace, and is a conſiderable part of 
the preſent authority of the ſheriff ; and the court of King's- 
bench having been poſſeſſed of a power of attaching the ancient 
conſervators of the peace, muſt undoubtedly be poſſeſſed ef ſuch 
power in 2 ſtronger degree over ſheriffs---all inferior officers are 
reſponſible to the King's-bench for illegal acts done by them un- 
der colour of their offices—Coke, in ſpeaking of ſheriffs who, 
under colour of their offices, diſſeiſe the ſubject, lays, they may 
do it under colour of their offices in two ways, either when 
they have no warrant, or when they have a warrant, and do not 
purtuc it. It would therefore be immaterial whether the ſheriff 
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acted in a caſe where he had no authority whatſoever, or mere! y 
exceeded a power with which he was inveſted—The former would 
be the more aggravated offence. The authority of the ſheriff was 
twofold —firſt, judicial, which confiſted in holding courts, exe- 
cuting writs of re-diſſeiſing—enquiry of waſte and admeaſure- 
ment of paſture. Secondly, the miniſterial, which conſiſted in 
executing proceſs, attending the judges, collecting the King's 
revenue, apprehending offenders and ſuppreſſing diſturbances, 
iſſuing replevins, and electing members of parliament, coroners 
and verderers under the King's writ. His oath extends to thoſe 
duties, and no farther. Neither his oath or the antient books 
which deſcribe his authority attribute to him any power of hold- 
ing voluntary aſſemblies for illegal purpoſes. —Mr. Reilly, the 
late high ſheriif of the county of Dublin, after the King's-bench 
had riſen (though peculiarly bound to preſerve the peace,) when 
he found that no iunnediate controul of the King's-bench could be 
exerciled upon him, mitapplied the power which the conſtitution 
had delegated to him, of calling the poſſe commutatis to the pur- 
poſes of faction, diſturbance and tumult—He, under colour of 
the power given to him, of convening the power of his count 

in order to preſerve the peace, ſummoned a meeting of freeholders 
and inhabitants, of perſons authoriſed, and of perſons not au- 
thoriſed to vote, of proteſtants and roman catholics, in order to 
create a novel repreſentation not acknowledged by the conſtitution 
of this country—There was to be à double repreſentation, the 
one {anQiibed by the King's writ, the other ſelf- created. The 
illegal repreſentatives were to aſſume a ſtation paramount to the 
conititutional repreſentatives, and the former were to controul, 
new-model, and annihilate the latter — The King was to be 
called upon to diſſolve the preſent -parliament, in order that the 
executive power might of its own authority form a new ſpecies 
of legiſlative body; for this purpoſe, the conſtitution was to be 
libelled, and a reſolution was entered into, to ſupport with lives 
and fortunes the unknown reſolves of an unknown congreſs, 
though theſe reſolutions ſhould end in actual rebellion, and in ut- 
ter deſtruction of the ſtate This meeting was aſſembled by an 
uſurpation of the rayal prerogative to iſſuc writs, and by a miſ- 
application of the power of the ſheriff to convene the poſſe com- 
mitt. The whole was done by him as ſheriff, and by a per- 
verſion of the authority which was entruſted to him. The fberiff 


is an officer of the King's-bench generally, but of other courts 


only with reſpect to the proceis of thoſe particular courts z no 
doubt then can remain, that the ſheritf was guilty of a high miſ- 
demeanor, and of a grofs violation of his duty as ſberitf. He, 
as ſheriff, exceeded power which was intruſted to him, for the 


purpoſe of pteſerving the peace, and miſapplied it to the ends of 


Fa. 1 «<4 aa a i AY — „ 


S aa a POWER wy 2 0 Oo One n' 


V TS AT EK 381 


faction and diſturbance z his power was derived under the King, 
was an emanation of the royal authority, and was puniſhable 
in a ſummary way in the King's-bench, where the King is ſup- 
poſed perſonally to reſide. 

He then cited ſeveral authorities from Lord Raymond's Re- 
ports, from the Modern Reports, from Strange's Reports, from 
Coke's Inſtitutes, from Hawkin's Pleas of the Crown, Burrow's 
Reports, and the Year Books, all tending to ſhew that the King's 
Bench was inveſted with a power of ſuperint.nding and con- 
trolling the miſconduct and exceſs of juriſdiction cf all inferior 
Judges, magiſtrates and officers; and he particularly relied upon 
one of thoſe caſes, in which it had been held, that an attachment 
might iſſue for levying of hue and cry improperly, which he 
conſidered as greatly inferior to an aſſembling of a promiſcuous 
meeting for ſuch illegal purpoſes as Mr. Reilly had endeavoured 
to promote, He, therefore, thought that the court of King's- 
bench was fully authoriſed to grant an attachment againſt Mr. 
Reilly, for ſo unwarantable an aſſumption of authority, for 
fuch illegal and unconſtitutional purpoſes, He ſaid, no com- 
plaint had been made to parliament of any corruption or par- 


- tiality in the judges of the court of King's-bench, and it 


was a ſtrange attempt to refer to the deciſion of the Commons of 
Ireland, the inveſtigation of a mere matter of law, ariſing upon 
a determination of the principal court of criminal judicature. 
The precedent was of dangerous tendency. ; 

If the reſolution was not to be followed with an impeachment, 
it would be idle and nugatory; if it was to lead to any conſe- 
quences, a ſpecific charge ought to be ſtated againſt the judges. 
No perſon's property or perſon could be ſafe if the judicial 
character were depreciated. The court of King's bench was 
inveſted with a power of attaching in a caſe fo circumſtanced, and 
that the circumitances of the times made the interpoſition abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. It had been avowed, that the reſolution did not 


import a reflection upon the judges of the King's-bench z but 


when it was conſidered that the reſolution exprefsly imputed 
illegal determination, and the unconſtitutional conduct and the 
eſtabliſhment of a dangerous precedent, the profeſſion of compli- 
ment could not prevent any diſcerning man from ſeeing that 
the reſolution really tended to ſtigmatize the judges of the King's- 
bench. 


Mr. WarBURTON {aid he did not riſe to argue law; it was 
not the province of a country gentleman, he only begged leave 
to aſk one queſtion : Was Reilly guilty ? and ſuppoſing him ſo, 
was attachment the proper mode of puniſhment ?—He appre- 
bended not, and ſhould therefore vote for the queſtion, 


Mr. Buzxcn, (of Oldtown,) roſe again, he ſaid, to diſclaim 
all idea of perſonality, It was not diſlike to the judges of the 
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court of King's-bench, but regard to the conſtitution, induced 
him to ſupport the queſtion ; he thought it foreign to the ſubjeQ, 
and very unworthy of the great abilities and legal knowledge of 
the gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, to attempt to en- 
gage the paſſions on their fide by philippics againſt congreſs. It 
bas been inſinuated on the other fide, that information is not a 
proper mode z becauſe the ſheriff makes his own jury. [Here a 
cry from the Treaſury Bench of ne, no.) He then ſaid, he was 
glad to find that reaſon given up ; but he would ſay that infor- 
mation was the proper mode, becauſe by attachment any villain 
might ſwear himſelf off, ſo that it was only the innocent who 
were endangered; that the authorities adduced on the other fide 
of lord Coke, and ſerjeant Hawkins, were to him, (though he 
trembled at his boldneſs in attacking ſuch authorities) very ex- 
ceptionable. My lord Coke was a judge acting under authority 
of the court of ſtar-chamber ;z and he ſays in one place, that 
meetings tending to faction, diſturbance, debate, &c. are puniſh- 
able with fine and impriſonment. This could be but a mere didum 
of the judge, no more than that of ſerjeant Hawkins, who ſays 
that the words, Every beggarly prieſt is now made a lord,” 
are puniſhable by fine and impriſonment. But there is not one 
caſe cited by the learned ſerjeant, but what at the lateſt date, are 
in Charles ad's time, and moſt of them previous to the abolition of 
the court of ſtar- chamber. This was the firſt point of law, (he 
was forry to ſay it) he had ever argued in his life, he wiſhed 
therefore, if there were any ſuch caſe, that gentlemen would ſhew 
bim that fingle caſe wherein perſons were attached as ſervants of 
the court, without alluding to the execution of the laws.—Sup- 
— an inſurrection had been the conſequence, would Reilly have 
n attached? — He defied gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houſe to ſhew a cauſe which could have governed the court, and 
directed ſuch a deciſion, The reaſon why attachment is ſaid to 
be preferable to information or indictment is, to favour the 
verty of the individual, but the reaſon is nugatory in the preſent 
caſe, for neither the king nor Mr. Reilly were poor. Judge Black- 
ſtone has cenſured the repeated introduction of ſummary juriſ- 
diction, as incroaching on the trial by jury, and this Houſe ought 
to prevent ſuch a condemnable incroachment.— He was for- 
ty to hear it ſaid that the law and practice were not the ſame in 
England as in Ireland. He felt a further alarm in that difference ; 
in every claim of property not exceeding 51. the whole array of 
Engliſh Jaw books are adduced and relied upon, and it is only 
with regard to liberty we are told there is a variation in the prac- 
tice, Why did not they proceed by information, which is al- 
lowed on all hands to be the mode in England ? It is ſaid, that 
penal laws ſhall be conſtrued in mitiore ſenſu, and why ſhould not 
that mode of proſecuting the ſubjeQ, which is certainly the moſt 
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mild, be adopted. He diſavowed any intent of cenſuring the 
learned judges, but if they had unwittingly or unadviſedly re- 
moved the land marks of the law, he wiſhed to tell them, Thus 
far ſhall they go, and no farther.” 


Mr. Dux roſe, he ſaid, to controvert a poſition laid down 
by the Solicitor-general, that attachments were coeval with the 
conſtitution ; he had looked into the written reports from the ear- 
lieſt period to the end of the year-books, and owned that there 
were many inſtances of attachments, but they were all tried by 
twelve men, and he now called on, and defied the gentlemen on 
the other ſide to deny his poſition. He would be candid with 
the miniſtry, that the modern practice was otherwiſe—it was a 
blot, and perhaps the only blot in our conſtitution, to call on a 
man to perjure or criminate himſelf ;,—he acknowledged the au- 
thority was not to be diſputed, if circumſcribed within its due 
— | He cited the year-book, 29. H. 6th, 37, where the 
ſpiritual court had been directed by a mandatory writ to aſſoil, 
that is to reſtore to the right of religion an excommunicated per- 
fon, and the biſhops proving obſtinate, were attached, In this 
caſe a declaration was filed, and a plea of juſtification put, which 
was, that they were always ready to aſſoil the perſon. The 
eourt holding this to amount to the general iſſue, directed that 
plea to be filed, and the matter by this means to come before the 
country, The ſecond caſe was 7th E. 3d, 35, where a capias 
had been iſſued by an attorney without an original, which the 
court tried merely by the recotd. Indeed in that caſe the ju 
had perhaps proceeded a little further than the ſtrict letter of the 
law warranted; for after ſtriking him from off the rolls of that 
court, he compelled him to ſwear that he never would thereaf- 
ter pradtiſe in any court in the hall. He did however conſole 
him, that when he had gotten his majeſty's pardon, he might 
be abſolved from his oath by a biſhop, and ſo be reſtored to his 
ptactiſe. The next caſe was in Roſtell's Entries, 268, Pl. 5. 
a book of no very great authority. It refers to M. 5. Ed. 4. 
Rot. 75 3 but the cafe is not to be found. Having thus, with all 
the diligence he was able to exert, ſearched the old books to juſ- 
tify his doctrine, he confeſſed he ſtil ſuſpected he might be 
wrong when he found that the reſult of all his reſearches through 
the common law was, that not even in attachment, were men ouſt- 
ed of their trial by jury. But his ſuſpicions were done away, when 
he found in Fitz. Nat. Brev, 14. from 22 Ed. 3d. that they are 
to anſwer in attachment to the king, as well as to the party. The 
heſt then who had invaded the bulwark of our liberty, trial by 
Jury, was Henty 7th, who for notable contempt, had contrived 
a mode of proceeding in the ſtar-chamber by bill, and oath in 
anſwer thereto, which had been borrowed from the civil law, 
herein it is requiſite that to prove every caſe there muſt be two 
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witneſſes, and when there happened to be but one teſtimony, 
which they called the /-miplena probatis, they conftrained the ac- 
cuſed pe to appear as the ſecond witneſs, and to eriminate 
himſelf :—But this was unneceſſary in our law, when the oath 
of a child, twelve years old, is ſufficient for conviction.— But 
what was the conſequence ?—the increafe of contempts falling 
under its cognizance deſtroy that court. During its exiſtence, 
however, this abuſe crept into our ather courts.—— The Solici- 
tor-general had cited a cafe from Coke's Inſt. 17 3- in the margin 
of which was a reference to the year-book, 29 E. 3d. where it 
is ſaid the perſon was attached. —But he found the word attach- 
ment is tranſlated 1nto Spelman's Gloſſary retentus : if gentlemen 
would uſe the word as ſignifying to attach every time they met it 
in the vid law French, they would very frequently find it,—lt has 
been faid to be a humane mode, he wiſhed to — why? At 
all eventy it was abfurd to make judges incroach on the province, 
and aſſume the character of juries, in deciding on the credibilit 
of evidence; which they ſometimes, in the preſent fyſtem, — 
unavoidably do, for he himſelf, and the honourable alieiser had 
knowu a caſe, where a perſon admitted the fact on oath, but de- 
nied the criminality, and yet the court attached him; which they 
could not have done, but by believing one part of the affidavit, 
and rejecting the other. This was a ſoleciſm in law. It was al- 
lowed on all hands, that the great and venerable Lord Mansfield 
had proceeded in another manner he had been uniform in infor- 
mations.— He did not pretend to ſay Mr. Reilly had not been 

ulity of a high miſdemeanor, in daring to declare that he would 
tupport with his life and fortune whatever might be the reſolu- 
tions of a body unknown by law. It is a maxim in law, that 
no man can be tried twice tor the ſame offence ; there are times 
when theſe expreſſions might be conſtrued into a miſptiſion of 
treaſon z might not the cate then be, that ſhould we have (which 
is not the preſent caſe) weak judges on the bench, ſome friend 
might come in and ſtate a contempt, and the accuſed might be 
attached, and the hands of the king, and the king's attorney- 
general, and the people be tied up, and* he let off for a month's 
impriſonment, or a werk, and a tine of five marks, becauſe he 
could not be tried a ſecond time. 


Mr. Wes TBY,—When a queſtion is to be agitated, in which 
the liberty of the ſubjeQ is fo eſſentially concerned, and which 
now ſeems to be ſo particularly pointed at, it behoves every 
man who has a feeling for bis own liberty, and that of his coun- 
try, to ſtand forth in defence of its conſtitutional freedom and 
rights—And though it has been aſſerted by a high law officer, 
that country gentlemen neither know cr underſtand law, yet 1 
hope they may be allowed ſome ſhare of common ſenſe. That 
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little of which I am poſſeſied tells me, oy can be law which 
is not founded upon reaſon and common ſenſe; and that law 
which ſtrikes at the liberty of the ſubject, in a conſtitution ſuch 
as we boaſt of, is contradictory both to reafon and common ſenſe, 
and conſequently unconſtitutional.— That to attempt to convict 
a man without a trial by jury is an infringement of che great 
charter of our liberty, and an introduction of that curſed ſtar- 
chamber doctrine, which was introduced in a period of deſpotiſm, 
that had nearly overturned the freedom of the conſtitution, and 
which has fince been ſo juſtly reprobated. Good God ! Sir, what 
will become of that liberty which has been the pride and boaft of 
every Iriſhman, if they are to be precluded from aſſociating to- 
gether, and appointing meetings in their different towns and 
counties, for the purpoſe of conſidering and giving ſuch con- 
ſtitutional inſtructions to their repreſentatives as they think may 
be for the advantage of this kingdom ?—Will any man be hardy 
enough to deprive them of the liberty ?—No, Sir, no man will 
hazard his own perſonal ſafety by an attempt fo unconſtitutional; 
if he would, I ſhould be one of the firſt to oppoſe him: And 
ſo convinced was I of the right of the freeholders to convene 
themſelves, that notwithſtanding the arbitrary mandates of the 
king's attorney general to one high ſheriff, to intimidate his coun- 
ty from meeting, yet I was one of the firſt in that county 
which I have the honour of repreſenting, that propoſed and brought 
forward a meeting, to ſhew that no threats could deter us from aſ- 
ſerting thoſe rights to which we were intitled by the laws of our 
country. I dare any man to attack the proceedings of that meet- 
ing, or the reſolutions entered into there. No, Sir, they were 
both legal and conſtitutional, and as ſuch I will ſupport them 
with my life and fortune. I muft lament that I have not abilities 
equal and warm as my wiſhes to oppoſe this new doQrine of at- 
tachments, ſo repugnant to the liberty of the ſubject; but the 
more minute inveſtigation of this ſubjeR, I ſhall leave to the gen- 
tlemen of the long robe, on whoſe abilities I have the firmeft reli- 
ance, to ſatisfy this houſe of the illegality of ſuch a proceeding. 
I call now on the right honourable ſecretary, of whoſe wiſhes to 
ſerve this country I have already ex preſſed my approbation, that 
he will now ſupport her liberty, as he has already done her com- 
merce, and that he will act by this country in ſupport of her 
deareſt rights in the ſame manner as I am confident he would in 
his own, were her liberty attacked. Let me alſo beſeech gentle- 
men on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, that chey will for 
once act up to their feelings, and forgetting for a moment 
that they are in othce, forego the conſideration of private emo- 
lument, and pointing their attention to the public weal, Join 
with this fide of the Houſe in ſupporting the, great baſis of 
our freedom; and not let future generations heap curſes on 
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the memory of their forefathers, who have endeavoured to 
deprive them of that ineſtimable bleſſing—a trial by jury. 


Mr. MicnratL SmiTH.—The hour is late, the ſubject of 
debate almoſt exhauſted, and the committee, as I fear, already 
much fatigued z it would ill become me therefore to treſpaſs longer 
upon their time and attention, than the ſacred duty I owe to my 
country, and the preſent queſtion itreſiſtibly demand. 

1 confeſs, Sir, I was warmly anxious againſt the amendment 
firſt propoſed by a right honourable member {the Attorney Ge- 
neral] early in this debate, but the warmth of my anxiety pro- 
ceeded from an earneſt wiſh chat the great queſtion of this 
night might come before us in the very ſame plight and condition 
that it did before the learned judges, who pronounced the judg- 
ment now complained of as illegal and unconſtitutional, It has 
at length come betore us in the manner I wiſhed, and now, Sir, 
I ſhall meet it, and give my honeſt opinion upon it with that 
degree of moderation which befits it, but with that firmneſs 
which my duty enjoins. | 

It has been ſaid that the enquiry of this night imports an inde- 
cent * to his Majeſty's court of King's-bench. Sir, I 
think not ſo, The bringing of a writ of error, or the preferring 
of an appeal, were never, I believe, cenſured as acts of diſreſ- 
pect. Sir, the noble lord who preſides in that court (I have 
faid it on a former occaſion, and I repeat it with pride) has my 
moſt ſincere and warm eſteem; and for the puiſne judges of his 
court I entertain all due and proper reſpe&, but ſtill, Sir, I 
hold them fallible and I conſider the propoſed reſolutions as im- 
puting to chem nothing more than error, to which all judges 
are liable, as the characteriſtic criterion of human infirmity z and 
almoſt the proprium of man. Sir, before I enter upon what I 
conceive to be the real queſtion before the committee, I ſhall 
beg leave to take notice of ſome arguments made ule of by gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, which in my apprehenſion 
were altogether irrelevant and unapplicable to that queſtion, 

Lord Coke, whole authority in matters of law I freely ſub- 
ſcribe to, was Cited, 4th Inftit, 71. to ſbew how great and ex- 
tenſive the juriſdiction of the court of King's-bench is, and 
ought to be. Sir, I mean not in the ſmalleſt degree. to contro- 
vert the extent or amplitude of that court's juriſdiction; I know 
it to be great indeed, and, in criminal matters, almoſt unbounded ; 
but, vir, the enquiry of this night, is not an enquiry into the 
extent of the general jutiſdiction of that court, but of its ſum- 
mary juriſdiction by attachment: Will any man of law preſume 
to * that the court of King's-bench can attach in all thoſe caſes 
enumerated by Lord Coke in the paſſage referred to? No man 

will; it would be too groſs, too abſurd an aſſertion; that court 
is certainly competent to take cognizance of all the matters enu- 
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merated by Lord Coke, but how? Why, Sir, in the ordinary 
mode of indictment, or the leſs ordinary one of information; but 
] am bold to ſay that the authority cited, fonnds no argument 
whatſoever in favour of the judgment now under conſideration. 

It was ſaid that the court of King's. bench is unqueſtionably 
competent to attach judges of inferior courts, and juſtices of the 
peace, if guilty of miſconduct in their ſeveral offices, Sir, I 
ſhall take leave in a future ſtage of my argument, in order to 
explain and ſubſtantiate the great principle of attachments, to 
examine this latter poſition, and ſee whether it be true, at leaſt in 
the latitude contended for; at preſent I ſhall only ſay- that it is 
utterly irrelevant to the queſtion before us, for is it pretended that 
Mr. Reilly, at the time of his alledged criminality, was acting as a 
juſtice of the peace, or as a judge of an inferior court? No, 
Sir, the very giſt of the charge againſt him is, that he was then act- 
ing in his miniſterial capacity of ſheriff, 

The criminality of Mr. _ was alſo made a ground of argu- 
ment againſt the propoſed reſolution, and the paſſions of the 
Houſe were ſought to be intereſted. But, Sir, the quality, and 
not the degree of his criminality, could alone warrant the judg- 
ment pronounced againſt him, or evince the impropriety of the 
prefent reſolution; his criminality is no otherwiſe before us, nor 
are we in any other reſpect to decide upon it; and therefore I am 


bold to fay that his conduct, ſo far as it has been hitherto 


argued from, can in no wiſe vindicate the judgment now under 
confideration, 

Having thus endeavoured to diſembarraſs the great ſubject of 
our enquiry of points, that could only have been intended to 
perplex it, and to decoy the attention of the committee from the 
effential merits of the queſtion before them, I ſhall beg leave to 
ſtate that queſtion as it appears on the propoſed reſolution, and I 
ſball, with as much brevity and ſimplicity of language as its im- 
portance and its nature will permit, ſubmit to the committee my 
decided opinion upon it. [Here Mr. Smith ſtated the propoſed 
reſolution. ] a 

Now, Sir, the queſtion which this reſolution involves 18 
© whether the attachment awarded againſt Mr. Reilly, was, under 
all the circumftances of the cafe, warranted by law, or not?” 
And in conſidering this queſtion, I ſhall beg leave to ſtate, 
thortly, to the committee, the nature and the incidents of the 
ſummary proceeding by attachment, as for a contempt. : 

An application is made to the court, grounded on an affidavit, 
frequently that of ſome obſcure individual, ftating the charge and 
complaint againſt the perſon ſought to be attached. If the affida- 
vit be deemed ſufficient to ground the application, a rule is made 
that ſach perſon be attached, unleſs cauſe be ſhewn to the contra- 
ry within a limited time, Fhis conditional rule is ſerve upon 
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the party, and, as if by ſome magical power, brings him ints 
court, where, if he fails to ſhew cauſe, which the court fhall, in 
its diſcretion, deem ſufficient againſt the rule, the attachment 
goes and impriſonment enſues. The party may then require per- 
onal interrogatories to be exhibited to him, touching the charge 
or complaint againſt him; and true it is, that if he ſball be able 
to aſſert his innocence upon oath, he will be diſcharged from the 
attachment, and reſtored to liberty; but otherwiſe judgment 
of fine, impriſonment, or perhaps the pillory, will paſs againſt 
him. | 
Here then, Sir, let me pauſe, and take a ſhort view of the 
incidents of this ſingular proceeding: The accuſation, which 
often originates from ſpleen, is unſanctioned by the preſentment 
or finding of a grand jury, which Lord Coke, 4th Inſtit. 41, 
calls the ancient birth-right of the ſubje&,” No proof is 
required to ſubſtantiate the charge, and of courſe, the compe- 
tency or credibility of witneſſes, can never be weighed or exa- 
mined into; the party is deprived of that ineſtimable bleſſing of 
our conſtitution, ** a trial by his peers ;“ a torture is applied to 
his mind; his conſcience is put to the rack, and when judgment 
has paſſed againſt him, he is precluded from the benefit of any 
writ of error or appeal, whereby he might, if aggrieved, obtain 
redreſs ; nor does any remedy under heaven remain for him, ſave 
what this Houſe, as the grand inqueſt of the nation, may think 
proper to adminiſter. | 

ow, Sir, what ſays the great charter of our liberties? “ No 


man ſhall be impriſoned, unleſs by the lawful judgment of his 


rs, or the law of the land; which latter words, Lord 
Coke, - 2d Inſtit. 50, explains to be, either the indiQment or 
preſentment of twelve men upon their oaths, or by writ original 
of the common law; ſo that obviouſly, the charter meant to 
provide for the two caſes of impriſonment, before and after trial, 
and to aſcertain upon what grounds ſuch impritonments would be 
reſpectively warranted. K 

And now, Sir, having ſtated to the committee, the language 
of this glorious charter; having flated to them the brief hiſtory 
of the proceeding by attachinent, ſeveral rights which the ſuffer- 
ing ſubje& is thereby deprived of, is there any man, who hears 
me; is there any friend to the conſtitution of this country, who 
will not agree with me, that this alarming mode of proceeding 


ought to be confined within che ſtricteſt limits preſcribed to it by 


the law, and not be extended a ſingle jot beyond them ? 

Let us then ſee what thoſe limits are, ſo far as we can collect 
them, either from the letter, or from the ſpirit and principle of 
the law, reſpeCting attachments : The charge againſt Mr. Reilly 
ſtates him to have been ſheriff, and to have been acting as ſheriff 
of the county of Dublin, at the time of his alledged nuſconduQ; 


and if the law has declared ſuch miſconduQ as he was charged 
with, to be a ſufficient ground for attaching a ſheriff, then the 
judgment againſt him was well warrantedz otherwiſe not. 
Now, what ſays the law? (2d Hawk. p. c. 142) „Sheriffs 
may be proceeded againſt in the way of attachment, in four 
caſes : 1ſt, for not executing a writ; zely, for doing it oppreſ- 
fively z 3dly, for not doing it effeQtually ; and laſtly, for making 
a falſe return.” Is it then pretended that Mr, Reilly was guilty 
of any one of thoſe offences? By no means. But words made 
uſe of by the learned author whom I have juſt mentioned, were 
much relied on in the court below, and probably will be here : 
The words are theſe, courts may proceed by attachment 
againſt other officers of the court, for all kinds of oppreſſion or 
injuſtice done by them in the execution of their offices, or by 
colour of them.” And gentlemen attempted to argue, that 
thoſe words were applicable to ſheriffs, and took in the caſe of 
Mr. Reilly; but, Sir, any man who reads the paſſage referred 
to, will inſtantly ſee that the learned author never dreamt of 
applying thoſe words to ſheriffs, of whom he had before ſpoken 
but having mentioned thoſe caſes, in which attornies of the court 
might be attached, he proceeds to ſtate in what caſes other offi- 
cers, diſtin from the attornies, ſuch as the tipſtaff and the 
ſeveral clerks of the court, are liable to the ſame puniſhment, 
But, it has been ſaid that though the letter may not, yet the 
principle of the law, reſpecting attachments, will warrant the 
Judgment againſt Mr. Reilly. h 

Let us ſee, then, what that principle is: Every attachment 
muſt be grounded on a contempt, either actual or conſtruQive 
and though contempts can better be deſcribed than defined, yet 
they will be all found to reſolve themſelve into acts ot words 
importing defiance or diſreſpe& to the adminiſtration of juſtice. 
Our wile anceſtors, Sir, when they had completed a body of 
laws, which have always been, and, I truſt, ever will be the 
admiration of the world, reſolved, if poſſible, to render 
their duration perpetual, and their power irreſiſtible; and to 
this end, as I humbly conceive, the ſingular mode of proceed- 
ing by attachment firſt got footing in our law, it was fore- 
teen that if the courſe of juſtice was impeded, it would be indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to proceed in a ſummary mode againſt the 
olfender to prevent a repetition of the offence z for that were they 
to be proceeded againſt in the ordinary manner, the man who 
had di ſobeyed one proceſs of the law, would in all likelihood 
reſiſt another, ſo as that contempt would ſucceed contempt, and 
contemner contemner; till at length for want of an adequate 
and a timely remedy, irreparable miſchief would enſue, the dig- 
nity of the law be for ever loſt, and the adminiſtration of juſtice 
becme ſuſpended throughout the _ 
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To prevent ſuch fatal mifchief, it was that the proceeding by 
attachment was firſt adopted. And I do boldly aſſert that the 
true principle of that proceeding was, to preſerve the courſe 
of the law free, and the adminiſtration of juftice pure and 
perfect.? But I challenge all the learning of the gentlemen on the 
other ſide of the Houſe to furniſh a ſingle authority in the law 
for awarding an attachment againſt a ſheriff acting in his mĩniſte- 
rial capacity, except where there had been the previous interven- 
tion of ſome legal proceſs. | 

Several caſes have been cited, ſome relating to attachments 
awarded againſt gaolers, ſome againſt magiſtrates or jud es of 
inferior courts, and ſome againſt ſheriffs for the abuſe of writs 
returnable into the court, which granted the attachments; but 1 
do aſſert, that each and every of thofe cafes, inſtead of vindi- 
cating the judgment under the conſideration, fully eſtabliſh the 
principle which I have laid down as the governing one in alt 
attachment-caſes. And here, Sir, ſuffer me for a moment to 
revert to the poſition advanced by the gentlemen on the other 
fide, reſpecting the power of the court of King's-bench to 
attach juſtices of the peace, and judges of inferior courts. Sir, 
Jam free to acknowledge that the court of King's-bench is 
inveſted with ſuch a power, and I contend for it that that power 
ariſes from the general principle which I have before laid down. 
The court of King's-bench is the great fountain of the nation's 
juſtice, and from thence flows all the authority under which 
Judges of inferior courts act; and in this point of view thoſe 
Judges, as likewiſe juſtices of the peace acting in the gxecution 
of theit ſeveral offices, are deemed to be, as it were, the depu- 
ties or officers of this ſupreme court, and as ſuch, reſponſible 
to that court in a ſummary way for any abuſe of the authorities 
committed to them, or any groſs miſcondu@ in the adininiſtration 
of that portion of juſtice wherewith they are entruſted. But, 
Sir, though this 2 unqueſtionably exiſts in the court of 
King's-bench, I do boldly aſſert upon the beſt authorities of 
the law, that the exerciſe of it never prevailed in England, 
except in caſes where the perſons proceeded againſt had been 
guilty of ſome groſs violation “of the plain rules of natural 
injuſtice, or had defied, or diſobeyed the King's writs of certio- 
rari, or prohibitionz. or fome rule or order, or proceſs of the 
ſupreme- court of criminal judicature firſt ſerved upon them.“ 
And give me leave to add, what you, Sir, very well know 
to be a truth, that the exerciſe; of this power has of late = 
been altogether, (or at leaſt nearly ſo): diſcontinued in Weſt- 
minſter-hall. | 

It has been ſaid that the common law of Ireland is, in ſome 
reſpects at leaſt, different from that of England; God forbid 
that any ſuch poſition was true; for if it was, as no line could 
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be drawn, we ſhould then be without any common law at all. 
We have no monuments even of the Brehen laws, nor of an 
common law whatſoever of this land, ſave what the Englith 
reporiers and juridical writers furniſh, And if the authority of 
thoſe reporters ſhall be once denied, if the law of the land, 
that great rule of general conduct ſhall exift only in the fallacious 
memory of man, wretched indeed, will be our condition, for 
miſera eft ſervitus, ubi jus eft vogum aut incognitum. 

It was faid in the court below, and probably will be repeated 
in the courſe of this debate, that ſome inſtance ſhould be ſhewn 
on the part of Mr. Reilly's advocates, of an application made 
for an attachment in a cafe ſimilar to his, and that ſuch applica» 
tion had been refuſed. 

The anſwer given below will ſerve here, That no ſuch 
application ever was made, and theretore could not have been 
refuſed.” 

It was further ſaid, that though no precedent could be adduced 
in ſupport of the attachment ſought, yet the court would make 2 
precedent, and ſtand vindicated by the principle in attachment 
caſes. To this, Sir, I ſhall only anſwer, that the Court of 
King's Bench in England ſpoke a different language, when 
in the caſe of the gaoler of Shrewſbury, (iſt Stra. 532) they 
refuſed an attachment, ** becauſe there was no precedent for 
It,” 

It has been alſo ſaid that the proceeding by attachment is 
* a favour to the party” curious doctrine! What, to deprive 
a man of the benefit of a grand jury, of a trial by his peers, of 
all the ſacred rights meant to be {cured by the great charter, to 
extort a confeſſion from him upon oath, and to withhold from 
him the privilege of a writ of error, or an appeal; are theſe 
what the gentlemen hold out as favours ? May ſuch favours be 
ever conferred upon mine enemies, but may my friends and 
fellow citizens be ever excluded from any participation in them. 

But, Sir, a truly learned and honourable friend of mine, 
the Solicitor General] was too wiſe and too candid to maintain 
ſuch an extraordinary paradox.—He told us that if a common 
Citizen not holding any commitſſion or authority from the crown, 
had been guilty of the miſcondu@ imputed to Mr. Reilly, he 
neither would nor ought to have been attached—but, ſaid my 
learned friend, Mr, Reilly having ſuper-added to the offence of 
the citizen, the criminality of the officer, ſhould be puniſhed in 
a more exemplary manner; and whereas the mere citizen would 
only be proſecuted by indictment or information, the ſheriff 
ſhould in the like caſe be attached. 

And with this, the opinion of my learned friend, accords the 
opinion delivered by the court of King's-bench of England ; 
when in the cafe of the King againft the Sheriff of Leiceſter- 


— 
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ſbire, 1. Bamerdiſt, 110. they refuſed to grant an attachment, 
and ſaid ** it was enough to grant a conditional rule for an infor- 
mation.“ 

Sir, it was ſaid that this power of attaching, which is con- 
tended for by the gentlemen on the other fide, might in certain 
ſituations become the ſalvation of our conſtitution z and to prove 
this, the following caſe was ſubmitted, ** that if an arbitrary 


Prince was to get on the Throne—and that all the Sheriffs of the 


land were to become the willing and corrupt inſtruments of his 
deſpotic views.” — What, ſaid my learned friend, would in ſuch 
a ſtate of things ſo happily preſerve the conſtitution of the land as 
the power of attachment now contended for ? 

The caſe ſurmiſed is indeed wild to a degree of romance and 
the inference attempted to be drawn from it, is as unwarranted as 
the caſe is wild. | 


But, Sir, admitting for a moment the poſſibility of ſuch a caſe, - 


and the ſalutary and happy effects of the power contended for, 
would it from thence follow, that ſuch power was legal or con- 
ſtitutional ? 

Let me, Sir, in my turn, ſuppoſe a caſe, as probable at leaſt 
as that ſurmiſed by my learned friend. —1 will ſuppoſe that ſome 
miniſter was hereafter to ariſe, bold enough and baſe enough to 
entrench upon the people's rights, and to invade the laws of the 
land, who is there that would not wiſh for the inſtant decollation 
of ſuch a miſcreant, and bleſs the hand that without any 
formality of trial, was to ſever his head from his ſhoulders? No 
man can doubt that the at would be ſalutary, but who would 
ſay that it would be legal? Sir, a Turkiſh baſtinado, a Morocco 
decapitation, or a Portugueſe auto de fe, might be juſtified as 
legal and conſtitutional within this realm, upon the very fame 
principle on which my learned friend, in the caſe ſurmiſed, 
attempted to vindicate the legality of the power by him con- 
tended for. | 

Much, Sir, has been faid of the peace and good order which 
the attachment under conſideration has produced; but give me 
leave to ſay that thoſe captivating words, peace and good order, 
are oftentimes very groſsly miſapplicd, nor is there any thing of 
novelty in ſuch mitapplication. When the Roman arms had 


at any time utterly broken the ſpirit of ſome brave and gallant - 


nation, the language of the hauguty conquerors Was, pacala eſt 
“ Peace and good order was reiiored to the country.” By 
which we were to underſtand that the wreiched inhabitants were 
reduced to a ſtate of uncondi.jonal flavery;z; that their ſun of 
liberty was for ever ſet; and, that nat a fingle ſpark of its divine 
enthuhaſm remained unextinguithed throughout the land. 

Peace and good order are indeed blciiings almoſt irteſiſtable 
tis barely potuble to purchaſe them too dearly, but they are too 
dear when purckaſed with the loſs of law and liberty. 


Peace, rightly underſtood, is one of the faireſt gifts of Hea- 
ven; but what is peace, Sir? *Tis liberty under the gentle 
reſtraint of mild and equal laws; or, in the elegant and ex- 
preſſive language of the Roman orator, Pax eſt tranquilla li- 
bertas. 

Sir, I owe a thouſand apologies, and a thouſand thanks to the 
committee, for the patient hearing with which they have been 
pleaſed to indulge me; I ſhall now reſume my ſeat, under a full 
and firm confidence, that neither public attachment, private inte- 
reſt, nor perſonal friendſhip, will or can ever have any influence 
in the diſcuſſion of the preſent important queſtion, Let us 
remember that in that queſtion the law of the land, and the 
liberty of the ſubject are involved—and let me conclude, by 
recalling to the recollection of the committee, this noble ſen- 
timent of the elegant author I have laſt mentioned—Cari ſunt 
parentes, carr liberi, propinqui, familiares; ſed omnes omnium 
caritates patria una complexa et. | 


Major DoyLe.—Mr. Speaker, after the very able arguments 
and great profeſſional knowledge which has been diſplayed from 
both fides of the Houſe, reſpecting the point of law, I feel that 
it would be preſumption in me, were I to enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion upon the grounds of legality, But this, Sir, 
I think every gentleman of this Houſe is competent to decide 
upon; that even if the meaſure accorded to the black letter of 
law, yet that it has been directly contrary to the ſpirit of our 
conſtitution, and though it could be proved to be neither illegal 
nor unconſtitutional, yet that it has unqueſtionably been highly 
inexpedient and unwiſe, 

And here, Sir, let me congratulate this Houſe and this coun- 
try upon the public ſpirit manifeſted by the noble lord and the 
right honourable gentleman, by thus bringing forward into public 
diſcuſſion a queſtion with which the liberty of the people is ſo 
materially connected; for when we ſee the great body of legal 
knowledge ( whichornaments this Houſe) divided upon the ſubjedt, 
and that the affirmative and the negative parts of the propoſition 
are alike ſtrenuouſly ſupported, it muſt, I think, be obvious to 
every man, that the preciſe line of legality is not at preſent mark- 
ed by thoſe ſirong aſcertained and unalterable limits, by which 
the liberty of the ſubject demands that it ſhould be known, and 
beyond which boundaiies no man, however high in office, ſhould 
dare with impunity to ſtride. It would indeed ſeem peculiarly 
neceſſary to draw the line in the caſes of attachment, for that 
practice goes directly to deprive the ſuhject of a trial by jury, 
at once his birthright and his boafi, and itands oppoſed to the 
great Charter, the belt pledge for the ſubject's freedom. 

Sir, Magna Charta is not to be explained away by implication, 
nor ſhould we ſutfer an iota of that ſacred compoſition to be 
ſrittered down by conſtruction. 
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The ſecurity we derive from it has ſo ſtrongly impreſſed it on 
my mind, that the very terms in which it is conveyed ſtill reſts 
upon my memory. They have, perhaps, been quoted, but they 
cannot be too ſtrongly inculcated here. Jt declares, © that the 
body of a freeman be not taken or impriſoned, nor that he be 
diſſeized, nor outlawed, nor exiled, nor any way deſtroyed, nor 
that the King paſs upon him, or impriſon him by force, but only 
by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land.“ Now, 
Sir, under this declaration, how bas Mr. Reillv been ſubjeQ to 
impriſonment ? It was not by the judgment of his peers ; of this 
he complains, for he has not the preſumption to call the judges 
of the land his peers. No, the court, by whoſe decifion he was 
impriſoned, was, in this e inſtance, both the judge 
and party, Was it by the law of the land he was impriſoned ? 
If fo, it muſt have been by the common or the ſtatute law: If 
by the latter, produce the written ſtatute. If the former, it muſt 
be juſtified by precedent, founded upon cuſtom from time imme- 
morial. Have precedents of this ſtanding been produced? No; 
precedents indeed have been brought (though not in point) from 
the reigns of the Tudors and Stuarts; but their days have not been 
from time immemorialz and though it were, ſhall we derive from 
ſuch reigns precedents as conſtitutional authority? 

Sir, — free to admit that there muſt neceſſarily be a power 
in every court of juſtice, to puniſh by a ſummary proceſs thoſe 
who ſhall in the eye of the court impede its proceedings; or 
thoſe ſervants of chat court, who ſhall manifeſt a contempt for 
its authority, by not enforcing its writs or obeving its legal 
orders: For theſe purpoſes only is attachment admithble, and 
to thoſe objects alone ſhould it be applied. But, Sir, by what 
mode of argument can it be deduced, *©* chat becauſe thoſe are 
puniſhable by attachment, who do impede the proceedings of 
the court, and who do negleQ to obey its legal orders, that 
therefore thoſe who do not impede its proceedings, and who 
do not neglect its orders, are puniſhable by attachment.“ 

Sir, I do not by any means riſe to defend the conduct of Mr. 
Reilly, perhaps | think a part of it as reprehenſible as any man 
who has arraigned it; but it is therefore the more neceſſary in 
his particular caſe, to have a watchful eye upon our conſtitution : 
For the moſt arbitrary minifter would never dare to found a pre- 
cedent without ſome pretext z no, he would begin his attack 
upon a ſubject, allowed to be culpable; that the people, in the 
ſenſe of his miſconduQ, would forget the danger of the precedent 
created by his puniſhment ; and what might have been the un- 
pitied fate of Reilly yeſterday, to-morrow may be yours, Sir, 
and the fate of every man who hears me. 

Some gentlemen ſay, that Mr. Reilly went beyond the law, 
and I think it is generally admitted, that he went beyond pre- 
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cedent and propriety z but this I aſſert, Sir, “ that no miſconduR 
upon his part, can juſtify a violence done to the conſtitution, in 
the mode of his puniſument.““ 

Why was he not tried in the uſual manner, by a jury of his 
pecrs? I will tell vou—firſt, becauſe it was conceived, that by 
this ſummary puniſhment, others in a ſimilar ſituation would be 
deterred from ſimiirertions: Had it that effect? No, Sir, 
we all know it had aft effect directly oppoſite to that propoſed. 
And ſecondiy, becauſe it was imagined that a jury could not 
be got to find him guilty. Now, this was either true or it was 
not; if it was not, the aſſertion was a libel upon the freeholders 
of this reſpectable county—'f it was true, what are we to think 
of that adminiſtration which was ſo ſunk in public opinion, as 
not to be able (in the county in which the ſeat of government 
ſtands) to find twelve men to ſupport them, even in a meaſure 
in which, by accident, they were not wrong ? 

It is ſaid, this man has been attached as being a ſervant of 
the court of King's-bench. Now, Sir, I underitand that not 
only the ſheriffs, but moſt of the magiſtrates and civil officers of 
the kingdom, are ſervants of this court z and therefore puniſhable 
by attachment. Now, the majority of freeholders in Ireland are 
liable to have thoſe offices impoſed upon them; therefore by a 
neceſſaty deduction, the majority of freeholders of Ireland are 
liable to loſe the benefit of a trial by jury. 

If therefore the iſſue of this night's debate ſhall determine the 
proceedings by attachment in the caſe before us, to have been the 
law, I truſt that the deciſion of a future night's debate ſhall de- 
termine that it ſhall no longer be the law. 

Now, Sir, as to the witdom and expediency of chis precious 
plan: What has it been? Every man muſt have ſeen with regret, 
the diſorcers and riots which in the laſt ſummer diſgraced our 
capital; no man in Ireland reprobated them more ſtrongly than 
myſelf, I conſidered them as an indelible ſtain on the honour of 
magiſtracy, and a reproach to the civilization of the land. But, 
Sir, it was but the tumult of an idle mob; and the moderate and 
well judging citizens ſet their faces againſt them. The names of 
the moſt retpettable inhabitants met your eye in every gazette, 
arrayed againſt ſuch proceedings, and they were as they deſerved 
to be—ſucceſsful, = 5 

In this ſtate, attachment found the buſineſs— How has ſhe 
left it? - Go alk your anxious gallery go aſk the diſcontented 
people of both countries. It is not ſo much the act itſelf I diſap- 

rove as the intemperate ſpirit that dictates it, and which we feel 

s become the operative principle, and leading feature of the 
preſent adminiſtration. A ſpirit which has led them to confound 
every virtue they affect, with its kindred voice; and taught 
them to miſcall timidity, mederation, and temerity, firmneſs— 
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and by a ftrange combination of theſe oppoſite political vices, 
to produce thoſe very miſchiefs which they reprobate, and which 
wa remove, they have had recourſe to this unconſtitutional ex- 
pedient. ; 

The miniſters have erred, and the people are puniſhed—— 
Deliriunt reges, plecuntur Aclidi. 


Sexjeant ToLEr.—The fingle point before the committee 
is whether we ſhall give an affirmative to a reſolution cenſuring 
the court of King's-bench, for having attached Mr. Reilly for 
his miſconduct as high-ſheriff. I ſhall not follow the learned 
gentleman who went — every volume of the year-books, 
nor take the trouble of refuting his miſconception of the caſes 
which he has cited, as they do not apply to that ſpecies of pro- 
ceeding which is the ſubject of debate. But I own I feel myſelf 
embarraſſed to reconcile him with another gentleman at the fame 
fide, as the one has founded himſelf upon caſes of ſuch extreme 
antiquity, and the other has diſclaimed, as being obſolete, au- 
. thorities of Lord Coke and Serjeant Hawkins, the one for reſtin 
upon determinations prior to the revolution, and the other (Lord 
Coke) for being a ſtar- chamber lawyer. Now, Sit, as to either 
one or the other, I do not rely upon theit authorities, but ſo far 
as they are founded upon ſolid principles of law; and as to 
throwing any imputation upon the authority of my Lord Coke, 
it is not neceſſary for me to reſcue him, as a lawyer or reporter, 
from the attack of the honourable gentleman. And as to his poli- 
tical life, the gentleman ſeems to have forgot, that he felt tome 
inconveniencies from the oppoſition which he gave to an arbitrary 
government, and that he aſſiſted the great Selden and the other 

triots of his time, in framing the petition of right, But my 

onourable friend and Lord Coke have unfortunately differed, 
and muſt leave it to the wiſdom of the Houſe to decide between 
them, as to the weight of their reſpective opinions. 

I take it to be ſettled law, that any civil officer of the crown, 
who aQs under colour of his office in ſuch a manner as tends to 
faction or miſgovernment, is guilty of a contempt of his Majeſty, 
ſitting in his court of King's-bench, and that, although ſuch 
miſconduct may involve a miſdemeanour, which may be puniſhed 
by information or indictment, yet the contempt may be puniſhed 
by the court in the ſummary way of attachment. Lord Hard- 
wich's caſes 127, is in the point. This power is inherent in the 
court of King's-bench for wiſe and ſalutary purpoſes, to reſtrain 
the officers of the crown within the "iphere of their duty, and to 
prevent the oppreſſion of the ſubject, or the diſturbance of the 
itate, by thoſe who are entruſted to protect them. And his Ma- 
jeſty preſiding in his high court of criminal juriſdiction, exerciſes 


lis falutary controul upon that portion of his prerogative which 
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each officer is entruſted with, and which if abuſed, without 
feeling an immediate and ſummary reprehenſion, might grow into 
a miſchief that could not be redrefſed. As to the argument that 
this proceeding originated in the ſtar-chamber, and that this is a 
remnant of its tyranny, that is founded in miſtake, for it is a 
proceeding as ancient as the law. Surely then if it ever was 
ſalutary, it was ſo on the occaſion alluded to. The ſheriff is 
called upon as ſheriff, to convene the power of his county, to 
ele members of a new body to repreſent the people of Ireland; 
he convenes perſons of all deſcriptions to hold that election; he 
preſides at the election as ſheriff, and ſigns the reſolutions as 
ſheriff, by which reſolutions he pledges the lives and fortunes of 
his bailiwick, to ſuch reform of the conſtitution as congreſs may 
adopt. No man has ventured to deny the criminality of ſuch a 
a conduct, and yet, though the criminality is admitted, and the 
fact not controverted, gentlemen complain of the injury ſuſtained, 
that the law has been violated, and the fact never tried. And 
parliament is called upon to cenſure the ſalutary intervention of 
a deciſion which was calculated to preſerve its own exiſtence, 
by the only ſpecies of proceeding that, as a feſtinum remedium, 
could have prevented the evil, But Engliſh opinions have been 
talked of. Sir, I have great reſpe for the abilities of Mr. Erſkine, 
but I cannot pin my faith upon the looſe converſations of Mr. 
Erſkine, at Bath or in a coffee-houſe, upon a caſe partially 
ſtated. | 

And here I cannot help obſerving, that I will not humiliate 
this Houſe ſo much as to ſuppoſe that every looſe converſation, 
or every occaſional pamphlet that comes from the other fide of 
the water, are to influence our deciſions.— They are ſometimes 
the reſult of miſinformation, and too often originate from party.— 
A late inſtance has been furniſhed by the pamphlet of Lord 
Sheffield, whoſe connections with, and knowledge of this coun- 
try, ſhould have rendered him ſuperior to throwing any difficulty 
in the way of that great commercial arrangement which is likely 
to conciliate and unite this country and Great Britain for ever, 
on the ſolid baſis of mutual atfeQtion and intereſt. I have every 
wiſh to ſpeak reſpectlully of a nobleman with whoſe friendſhip 
I have been honoured, but I cannot reconcile his condutt in that 
production, eichet with his uſual good ſenſe, or his uſual good 
intentions, 


Mr. HuTcxixnsox,—The ſubject of this day's buſineſs has 
been the ſubject of every day's debate. It has obtruded itſelf 
into the conſidetration of every meature that has engaged the at- 
tention of parliament ſince the opening of the ſeſſion. My right 
honourable fiiend has never ſhrunk from the queſtion, He has 
repeatedly challenged the other fide ot the Howie to come forward 
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with the charge, and that he was ready to anſwer ; but the pro- 
moters of this —_— enquiry were well aware, that a cool and 
diſpaſſionate inve _ would never anſwer their purpoſes z and 
therefore the diſcuſſion of the ſubject has been preceded by every 
artifice, which could inflame the paſſions and miſlead the judg- 
ment, | 

Why has it been aſſerted, that this diſcuſſion impeaches the 
trial by jury, if it was not to miflead and inflame ? Why, but with 
this view, has this queſtion of attachment been blended with the 
adjuſtment of commerce. How was it related to the ſubjeQ of 
a vational militia? and what had the crime of Mr. Reilly and 
his puniſbment to do with the recommendation to the Volunteers 
to cultivate the bleſſings of peace ? 

An officer of the court of King's-bench is complained againſt, 
ſor having, in the exerciſe of his office, violated the law, He de- 
fires time to anſwer the charge z but afterwards relinquiſhing 
the iſſue of the facts, reſts his defence on two points of law— 
whether, admitting all the facts to be true, he had been guilty of 
any crime—and if he had been criminal, whether the court had 
power to puniſh, 

do not pretend to experience in the law, but I take it to be a 
firſt principal, that when the defender deſerts the conteſt as to the 
fa, and puts his defence on the queſtion of law, if law ſhould 
be againſt him, judgment muſt be againſt him; and that in no 
ſuch proceeding a jury can be reſorted to, is plain to any man, 
becauſe chere is no fact to be tried. 

It cannot be denied that every ſheriff is an officer of the court 
of King's-bench, and that every ſuperior court has the power to 
puniſn its own officers. But it will be ſaid that Mr. Reilly did 
not in this inftance act as the officer of the court, and that there- 
fore the court could not attach, for if he acted as their officer, 
the power of the court cannot be queſtioned. 

If it is acknowledged that, as ſneriff, he was their officer, and 
that he uſed the name of that office in the tranſaction complained 
of, it would elude the juſtice of the court to ſuffer him to ſay, 
that though he called himſelf their officer, yet he did not mean to 
act in that capacity. 

Whether he was the officer of the court or not, whether he 
ated as ſuch, and whether he abuſed his authority, the court, 
there being no diſpute about the facts, was the only tribunal com- 
petent to determine. And the queſtion between a court of juſtice 
and its officer, in which the judges have preſumed to declare the 
law, has been tortured into a breach of the conſtitution, and an 
invaſion of liberty, ſufficient to juſtify the interference of parlia- 
ment, | 

It is certainly the duty cf this Houſe to preſerve the ſources of 
judicature, pure and uneerrupted; but I truſt we ſhall not lightly 
interters in the adminiſtration of juſtice, | : 


JJ CE OR PE ED AO ur He IE og J 4h, Oe Tal TT YH = w0v0dÞ aw Wo WW. 


. = 


GI 3 v © Þ-0 & 


FED a FS & 599 


The caſe of levying money againſt law, the oppreſſive pro- 
ceedings of the ſtar-chamber, the ereQion of a high commiſſion 
court, and the prevention of a grand jury from doing their duty, 
ſtruck at the foundation of the conſtitution, and theſe wete proper 
occaſions to call forth the ſuperintendency of parfiament. But 
what is the ſubject before us ? It was a juſt, moderate and lawfut 
puniſhment of an officer, who had moſt outrageouſly abuſed his 
official truſt, by that court which alone was competent to judge 


- whether he abuſed it or not. If there was no fit to be tried, z 


jury could not be reſorted to; and therefore, let gentlemen de- 
claim as they will, I am founded in aſſerting that the determi- 
nation of the court has no relation whatſoever to the trial by jury; 
and all their ingenuity will never convince wy unprejudiced man, 
that there has been in this dectfion the ſlighteſt pervertion of law, 
or invaſion of right. But we are aſked for precedents from Weſt- 
minſter-hall. I will not allow any weight to that argument, till 
ntlemen find precedents there of hearts of oak and hearts of 
ſteel The deſperate enormities of the white boys had no prece- 
dent there. The outrage of the ſheriff of the county of Dublin 
had no precedent there. But it is ſaid that this gentleman has 
been guilty of no offence. What is the acknowledged faQ ? 
He was deſired to call forth the power of his country, and his 
ſummons informs you, that in purſuance of this requiſition, he 
did convene all the inhabitants of his bailiwick. For what pur- 
poſe did he convene them? For the purpoſe of electing delegates, 
to be ſent to a meeting which the gentleman has pleated to bap- 
tiſe by the name of rebellion, and to chriſten a congreſs. Under 
this ſummons every inhabitant of the county, of every deſcription, 
(eccleſiaſtics, perſons decrepid, or women only excepted) from the 
age of 16 to bo, were bound to attend the ſheriff in arms. Why 
was the power of the county mentioned in the requiſition? Why 
bus to ſubvert all decency and good order, and to alarm and inti- 
midate the people of the county. The ftheriff, to whom the keep- 
ing of that county was committed, who by his office was the 
principal conſervator of the peace within it, gives ſuch outrage- 
ous proceedings the ſanction of his official authority, If he had 
put himſelf on the trial of the fact, I rely upon it, there is no 
jury in the kingdom that mult not have convicted him; and reſt- 
ing his caſe, as he did, on the queſtion of law, the judges of the 
land muſt have forgot their duty, if they did not puniſh him. 
The occaſion on which he convened his county was in itſelf 
an offence, for which he ought to have been puniſhed, It was 
for the purpoſe of electing delegates to be ſent to congreſs. I 
never heard of any power in a county to ele& any repreſentatives 
but members of parliament ; I have never heard chat they could 
exerciſe that power without the King's writ. I have never read, 
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that having made ſuch election, they could, while that repreſenta- 
tive continued, elect other repreſentatives. 

Theſe are ſtubborn fats, which I call upon any man to con- 
trovert if he can; and in anſwer to an obſervation which I have 
heard made uſe of in this Houſe, that a delegate was only an at- 
torney, for the purpole, I preſume of petitioning, I beg to in- 
form the honourable gentleman, that no man or body of men 
could at this day appoint an attorney to appear for them in a 
court of juſtice, if there had not been expreſs aQs of parliament 
allowing that privilege. | 

But here without any legal authority, againſt every principle 
of the law, and againſt the firſt principles of the conſtitution, the 
ſheriff unlawfully convenes the power of his county for an unlaw- 
ful purpoſe. But why are they called delegates, and their meet- 
ing a congreſs? Was it to induce foreign nations to believe that 
Ireland was at the eve of rebellion ? 

Was it moſt falſely and wickedly to preſent this gratified people 
in the ſame ſtate now in which America was then? Was it to 
give the lye to the feelings of every honeſt man, and libel the 
loyalty of the nation? Andis the firſt keeper of the peace in the 
county, and the firſt officer in the King's-bench to do all this, 
without being puniſhed by the King's judges? I hope not. If 
ſuch outrages paſſed unpuniſhed in this country, every pure and 
ſpirited man ſhould look out for ſome other, where he could live 
under the protection of the law. 


Mr. Foxpes.—Sir, it is the wiſh that this queſtion ſhould be 
fairly and fully conſidered, and therefore it was, Sir, that I was 
anxious it ſhould ſtand upon the fame ground here that it did in 
the court of King's-bench. I do not riſe, Sir, the advocate for 
Mr. Reilly; I do not think his guilt has any thing to ſay in the 

reſent caſe, nor ſhall I follow a learned ſerjeant, by endeavour- 
ing to work upon your paſſions, inſtead of addreſſing your under- 
ſtandings z neither will I deny the right of the court to attach in 
certain inſtances; that is, upon contempts of its inferior juriſ- 
dictions: for contempt of its orders, becauſe it is neceſſary every 
court ſhould have ſome means of enforcing its decrees, and it has 
a right to attach inferior juriſdictions, becauſe they derive their 
power as from the court of King's bench; that court is in the 
centre, and every inferior juriſdiction moves around in its orbit 
but, Sir, I ſay theſe are the limits the court of King's-bench may 
go to, and not further. 

Sir, 1 look upon it to be a known maxim of the law, that no 
man can be a judge in his own cauſe—bur here the king is judge, 
the king is proſecutor, and the king aſſigns the puniſhment,, For 
a moment ſuppoſe that the king had been on that bench, what 
muſt he have ſaid to his judges ?—His majeſty would have ſaĩid 
Go no further, I have received an addrets from this- meeting of 
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the freeholders, intitled, legally convened. Sir, the fact is, this 
addreſs was preſented to the viceroy, and he objected to almoſt 
every part of it, indeed the only part he did not object to, was the 
very title wherein the freeholders were ſaid to be legally convened. 
This addreſs he had forwarded to Great Britain; and it was not 
until after he had ſent it over, that he was informed by the right 
honourable gentleman of its being an unlawful aſſembly. Would 
not his majeſty ſay No z have their addreſs in my pocket, and 
and I will, like a gracious father, liſten to the complaints of my 
eople. 
: The enormity of the offence had been relied upon, and what 
has it proved ? It has proved that the offence, if a contempt, was 
a contempt of the high court of parliament, and could the King's- 
bench take notice of our privileges? It is the ſettled law, that 
no court can puniſh for a contempt againſt another court, ſave one 
that is ſuperior z the high court of parliament has no ſuperior. 
Will you ſuffer the court of King's-bench to be the judges of your 
privileges ? Shall that court take upon it to puniſh any contempt 
againſt us? But, Sir, can there be a precedent found ? Not one. 
I am ſure if there could, the ingenuity and abilities of the learned 
gentlemen who ſpoke on the other fide would have diſcovered 
them, But they have not been able to produce a caſe in point. 
The caſe of the gaoler is no authority in the preſent inſtance z he 
was no officer of the court, miſbehaving in the duty of that office. 
But they have a caſe, a fragment of a caſe without a name. And 
what is it? Sheriff Hall, it ſeems, was very fond of the inſignia 
and parade of his office, inſomuch, that he attracted even the mii th 
of an old woman as he paſſed through the ſtreets; accordingly, 
as he was going by, ſhe had got up a ladder, and threw down on 
the ſheriff a bucket of white-waſh. Mr. Halls robes inſtantly be- 
came white, inſtead of black, He was enraged, and ſparing 
neither her ſex nor her age, ordered her to be tied to a cart's tail, 
and whipped. The woman complained to the court of King's- 
bench, and the ſheriff was attached, and this alſo is the caſe quot- 
ed upon the preſent occaſioned, 

But I have heard it argued, that a new caſe would be ſufficient 
ground for a new precedent. My anſwer to that is, that it is 
different law from that in England, where the judges refuſed an 
attachment becauſe there was no precedent, as being very ſtrong 

ound for ſuppoſing that the law would not warrant it; and there 
— no precedent in the preſent caſe is a ſtrong ſuſpicion that 
the law and the conſtitution would not ſupport it, I will ad- 
vert to the argument of neceſſity, it is true the miniſter may. 
cruſh the volunteer corps, the miniſter may cruſh the people, but 
when the people fell, they will fall like the firong man—they 


would lay hold of the pillar of the temple, and bear down the 
conſtitution with them. 
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Mr. Connan ſaid he hoped he might ſay a few words on this 
great ſubjeQ, without diſturbing the fleep- of any right honoura- 
e member, [the Attorney General having fallen aſleep on his 
ſeat] and yet, perhaps, added he, I ought rather to envy, than 
blame the tranquillity of the right honourable gentleman. I do 
not feel myſelf ſo happily tempered, as to be lulled to repoſe by 
the ſtorms that ſhake the land. If they invite reſt to any, that 
reſt ought not to be laviſhed-on the guilty ſpirit, He faid, he 
never. more ſtrongly felt the neceſſit y af 2 perfect union with 
Britain, of ſtanding or falling with her in fortune and conſtituti- 
an, than om this occafion: She was the parent, the archetype of 
Iriſtr liberty, which ſbe had preſerved inviolate in its grand points, 
white among. us it has been violated and debaſed. He then called 
upon the Houſe to conſider the truſt repoſed in them, as the 
great inqueſt of the people. He reſpeQed judges highly they 
ought to be reſpected, and feel their dignity and freedom from 
enhon, while they did what judges ought to do; but 
their _ ſhould nor &reen them, when they paſſed the limit 
of their duty. ES 4 | 
Whether the did, or not, was the queſtion ? "Fhe Houſe was 
the judge of thoſe judges; and it would betray the people to 
tyranny, and abdicate their repreſentation, if they did not a& 
with;probity and firmneſs. | 
In cheir ptoceedings againſt Reilly, he thought they had tranſ- 
the law, and made a precedent which, while it remain- 
ed, was fubverſive of the trial by jury, and of courſe; of liberty. 
He ed the conſtitution; ke regarded the judges, three of 
mbar count ar leaſt, and for their ſakes he would endeavour to 
_ wiido what they had done. ES 
The ion was, whether that court bad really puniſhed 
their own officer for a real contempt ; or whether it had abuſed 
that power, for the illegal end of puniſbing a ſuppoſed offence 
againſt the ſtate, by a ſummaty proceeding, without a trial bß 


: He ſaid the queſtion was plain, whether as a point of conſti- 
tution, of 38 of law z as the former, it is plain and obvious ; but 
he would faſticonſider it in the former view. When he felt the 
conſtitution rocking over his head, his firſt anxiety was to ex- 
plore the foundation, to fee if the great arches that fupported 
the fabric had fallen in; but be found them firm, on the folid 
and matfy principle of common law. He then obſerved, that 
the principle of legal liberty was, that offence, and trial and pu- 
niſhment ſhould be fixed; it was ſenſe ; it was Magna (Charta; 
u trial. by jury as to fact—an appeal from judges as to law. 

He admitted attachment an exception to the general rule; as 
founded in neceſſity, for. the ſupport of courts, in adminiſtering 
juſtice, by a ſummary controul over their officers acting under 
them. 
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But the neceſſity that gave riſe to it, was alſo the limit. If 
it was entered farther, it would extend to all criminal caſes not 
capital, and in the room of a jury, crimes would be created by a 
„ - party accuſed by him, found guilty by him, puniſhed 

y the utter loſs of his liberty and property for life, by inde- 
finite fine and impriſonment, without remedy or appeal. If he 
did not anſwer, he was guilty ; even if he did, the court might 

_ think or ſay, it thought the anſwer evaſive, and fo convict him 
for imputed prevarication. | 

The power of attachment, he ſaid, was wiſely confined by 

the Britiſh” laws, and practiſed within that limit. The crown 
lawyers had not produced a ſingle cafe, where the King's-bench | 
in England had gone beyond it. They had ranged through the 
annals of hiſtory z through every reign of folly, and of blood z 
through the 1 domination of the Fudors, and the blockhead 
deſpotiſm of the Stuarts, without finding a fingle cate to ſup- 
port their doctrine. He conſidered the office of ſberiff as judi- 
cial and minifterial. He ſaid Reilly's offence did not fall within 
any ſummary controul, in either capacity. It was not a judi- 
cial act; it was not colore officii, An act dolore officir, muſt either Fo 
be an act done by the actual exerciſe of an abuſed or uſurped =" 

authority, neither of which could it be called; for hege the | 


ſheriff, ſummonſes his county, he does it by commind, Io | 


| 


thority, under pain of fine and imptiſonment to th 
diſobey. | 4 8 

Was the appointment of a meeting any ſuch active exertion 
of authority? Did any man ſuppoſe he was obligeck to at-" 
tend? That he would be fined, if he refaſed to attend? No. 
Did the ſheriff hold out any ſuch colourable authority? Clearly 
not. The contrary : He explained the purpoſe of the intended 
meeting: he ſtated at whoſe inſtance he appointed ſuch meeting, 
and thereby ſhewed to every man in his ſenſes, that he was 
not affecting to convene them by. colour of any compulſive au- 
thority. wt 92 

If 4 there was any guilt in the ſheriff's conduct, it was 
not puniſhable by attachment. They who argued from its envr= 
mity, were guilty of a ſhabby attempt to miſlead men from the 
queſtion, which was not, whether he ought to be puniſlied at all 
But, whether he had been puniſhed according to law ? : ; 
| You have heard no man adduce a fingle caſe to ſupport their 
aſſertion z but we have the uniform practice of the King's-bench 
in England, in our favour; the uniform practice, both there and 
here, during theſe laſt years. Had they not meetings there and 
here? Was not the. crown receiving petitions and addrefſes from - 
ſuch aſſemblies ?—Why, during that time, no motion for an at- 
tachment in-either kingdom ? FX 
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If an Engliſh Attorney General had attempted ſuch a daring 
outrage on public liberty and law, he muſt have found ſome friend 
to warn him not to debaſe the court, and make it appear 
to all mankind, as the odious engine of arbitrary power; not to 
put it into ſo unnatural a ſituation, as that of ſtanding between 
the people and the crown; or between the people and their 
repreſentatives. p 

He would warn him not to bring public hatred on the govern- 
ment, by the adoption of illegal proſecution; that if he ſhewed 
himſelf afraid of proceeding againft offenders, by the ordinary 
mode, then offenders — be exalted by arbitrary perſecution 
of them z they would become ſuffering patriots, from being mere 
petty offenders ; their cries would become popular. He would 

warned how he led the court into an illegality, which the 
commons could never endure: that no honeſt repreſentative 
could ſacrifice his fame and his duty, by voting in ſupport of 
a proceeding ſubverſive of liberty; that he would ſhrink from 
the reproach of the moſt inſignificant of his conſtituents, if that 
conſtituent could ſay to him, hen thou ſaweſt the thief of the 
conſtitution, thou conſenteſt unto him.” 

Such would be the motion 1 to an Engliſh Attorney 
General, rn we find no inſtance of his ever ven- 
turings h a meaſure. 

Wikkout caſe then or precedent, or principle, what is the 
ſupport” of ſuch a conduct here? The didinQion of a judge ? 
And what is that diſtinction? 'tis different in different men; tis 
different in the ſame man at different times —'tis the folly of a 
fool, and the fear cf a coward—' is the infamy of the young, 
and the dotage of age; in the beſt man it is very weakneſs that 
human nature is ſubje& to, and in the worſt it is very vice. 
Will you then tell the people that you have choſe this glorious 
diſtinction in the place of fixed laws, offences, and fixed pu- 
niſhment, and in the place of that great barrier between the 
prerogative and the people—a trial by jury. 

But *tis objected that the reſolution is a cenſure on the judges, 
and à charge of corruption. I deny it, and 1 appeal to your 
own acts. | 

He then called to the clerk, who read from the journals, a 
vote of cenſure paſſed upon Mr. Juſtice Robinſon, for impoſing 
a fine illegally in a county when on circuit, without view or 
evidence. Was their reſolution founded on any corruption of 
that judge? No; you would, if fo, have addreſſed to remove 
bim. I called for the reſolution, therefore, not to charge him 
with guilt, I am perſuaded he acted merely through error ; but to 
- viadicate him, to vindicate you, and to exhort you to be con- 
ſiſtent. You thought a much ſmaller violation of law, was de- 


ſerving. your reprobatiun—do not abandon yourſelves and your 
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country to ſlavery, by ſuffering ſo much a groſſer and more 
dangerous tranſgreſſion of the conſtitution to become a prece- 
dent for ever. In tenderneſs even to the judges, interpoſe. 
Their regret, which I am ſure they now feel on reflexion, can- 
not undo what they have done; their hands cannot waſh away 
what is written in their records; but you may repair whatever 
has been injured ; if your friend had unwillingly plunged a dag- 
ger into the breaſt of a ſtranger, would you prove his innocence 
by letting the victim bleed to death? The conſtitution has been 
wounded deeply, but I am perſuaded innocently ; *tis you only, 
who, by neglecting to interpoſe, can make the conſequences fatal, 
and the wound ripen into murder. 

I would wiſh, I own, that the liberty of Ireland ſhould be 
ſupported by her own children; but if ſhe is ſcorned and re- 
jected by them, when her all is at ſtake, I will implore the aſ- 
ſiſtance even of two ſtrangers ; I will call on the ſe Honourable 
Secretary to ſupport the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution. 
Let him not render his adminiſtration odious to the people of 
Ireland, by applying his influence in this Houſe to the ruin 
of their perſonal | 89% hag Let him not give a pretence to the 
enemies of his friend in a ſiſter country, to ſay that the ſon of the 
illuſtrious Chatham is diſgracing the memory of his great father; 
thar the trophies of his Iriſh adminiſtration, are the introduction 
of an inquiſition among us, and extinction of a trial by jury; let 
them not ſay that the pulſe of the conſtitution beats only in the 
heart of the empire, but that it is dead in the extremities. He 


concluded with declaring his hearty concurrence to the reſolu- 
tion propoſed. 


The Right Honourable the Ar TORANEY Ganerat,—The 
honourable gentleman who has juſt delivered the*extraordinary 
harangue that you have heard, ſet out with declaring that he 
would graſp the pillars of the conſtitution, and that he would 
dive into the vaults, the ſewers and the ſecret receſſes of the 
law. I will not pretend to judge of his abilities for ſuch an 
undertaking, but if he can exhibit no other proof of them but 
what we have now heard, they reſt upon a bad foundatation in- 
deed ; for I will tell that honourable gentleman, that with all the 
gravity of his introduction, and with all the ſtamping, ſtaring, 
ranting and roaring with which he choſe to ornament his ſpeech, 
he has not delivered a ſingle ſentence to the point in queſtion. 

The gentleman has ſtaked his reputation as a lawyer upon it, 
and challenged the crown lawyers to ſhew a ſingle caſe in which 

a ſheriff has been attached at the inſtance of the King's Attorney 
General. If the honourable gentleman had ever taken the trouble 
of reading 4th Burrow's Reports, he would find exadtly ſuch a 
caſe, The King's Attorney General came into court, and appli- 
ed for an information againſt a theriff, for having miſdemeaned 
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himſelf; the court told him that he might, -x officio, file an in- 
formation. He changed his motion and moved for an attachment. 
He fays a man cannot be attached for high treaſon—1 grant he 
cannot, and I leave the gentleman in full poſſeſſion of all the 
reputation that can reſult from ſuch a notable diſcovery. 

The gentleman has endeavoured to inſinuate, that the Attor- 
ney General has been directed to purſue this mode of proſecutin 
Reilly by the miniſter. He would be a ſtrange miniſter indeed 
who would pretend to diQate to the Attorney General, in what 
manner he would proceed to bring a criminal to juſtice, and a 
very ſtrange Attorney General that would pay any regard to tuch 
dictation. Sir, I have always avowed that the proſecution of 
Reilly was carried on by my advice. I avow it now, and aſſert 
that it was ſtrictly legal. "1 | 

Before I proceed ä muſt congratulate my country on 
the young luminaries of the law that are riſing in ſuch numbers 
amongſt us; men who diſregard Serjeant Hawkins, and deſpiſe 
Lord Coke. When they get forward, (if ever they do get for- 
ward) theſe books will fall into diſtepute; but I fear the law 
will not be much benefited by ſuch a change. 

Gentlemen have taken ſpecial care to forget that the ſheriff is the 
King's officer; that Reilly was puniſhed as ſuch, and that, where 
the King's officer abuſes his truſt, he is anſwerable to the King, 
fitting in his ccurt of King's-bench. Every court has power over 
its own officers, but it is effential to the court of King's-bench, 
which preſides overall other courts, as the great guardian of the 
public peace, to make every man with whom the crown has en- 
truſted any power, anſwerable to the King's- bench for the abuſe 
of that power. . | 

I ſhall prove, from Bracton, and all the beſt authorities of 
antient times, and from Coke, Hawkins, Lord Hardwiche, and 
all the great conſtitutional whig lawyers of more modern days, 
that ſheriffs and all officers of the crown are anſwerable to the 
crown for any abuſe of that authority which the crown has en- 
truſted to them, and that the court of King's-bench has been 
in the uninterrupted and uniform practice of calling them to 
account for ſuch breach of truſt, and of puniſhing them by way 
of attachment, 

I think Mir. Reilly's crime was little leſs than miſpriſion. of 
treaſon. Several ill conſequences praceeded from Reilly's miſ- 
conduct; an appeal to the people, charging parliament with hav- 
ing betrayed their truſt, complaining that they had not ſubmitted 
to the dictate of an armed convention, tending to irritate the 

ple and the volunteers, againſt the eſtabli government, 
which Mr. Reilly and his aſſociates had moſt baſely traduced ; a 
petition to the King, a libel on parliament, and an inſult to the 
throne; and to crown all, Mr. Reilly pledging himſelf and his 


country to ſupport with their lives and fortunes, whatever plan 
2 congreſs ſhould deviſe for reforming parliament. I will not 
diſguſt the Houſe with mentioning the names of the people who 
have gone ſuch unwarrantable lengths. I once read them to the 
Houſe, and I now aſk was there a man amongſt them whoſe opi- 
nion would have weight on a common mercantile queſtion in the 
city of Dublin, or whoſe name would give value to a bill on 
the Royal Exchange ? | 

Till this night Reilly was deplored as the very martyr of li- 
berty, but he is now given up by his friends. It was heretofore 
ſaid that he was attached for aſſembling his bailiwick, to exer- 
Ciſe the right of freemen; but, Sir, it is not now denied that he 
was attached for convening an illegal aſſembly of papiſts, and 
men of all deſcriptions, to ſubvert the conſtitution in church and 
ſtate. And that gentlemen may hereafter know what an unlaw- 
ful aſſembly is, Iwill inform them. 

Serjeant Hawkins ſays, ** An unlawful aſſembly is the meet- 
ing of a number of people to do any act which may produce a 
riot; as the meeting of a number of people with arms to demand 
the redreſs of any common grievance, or the reſtoration.of any 
common right, becauſe no man can foreſee what the event of 
ſuch meetings may be.“ 

It has repeatedly been faid that I ſhould have indicted Reilly 
a very hopeful expedient indeed, when it is conſidered that in 
that caſe the bills would go before a grand jury impannelled 
by himſelf. It has as often been ſaid, that I might ex cis have 
filed an information againſt him, if I did not chuſe to lay a bill 
before that grand jury : Sfr, I have never yet exerciſed the right 
which my office gives me of filing informations, and I ſhall be 
very cautious of it if ever I do; but neither of theſe methods was 
a remedy adequate to the danger, and if I had proceeded by either 
of them, infinite miſchief would have been done; was I, Sir, to 
ſit ſtill and ſee the king's officer, the ſheriff, at the head of a 
riotous mob, or with Napper Tandy and his aſſociates conven- 
ing a national congreſs? Was I to lit with my arms acroſs till 
the kingdom was in rebellion, until there was no life in the con- 
ſtitution to guard? and was I by way of preſerving the {tate to 
ſuffer him to. ſtab it to the heart, and, inſtead of ſtopping him 
in the beginning, let him go on to his own deiiruftion ? No, Sir, 
mine was a proceeding founded in mercy, and conſonant to the 
principal laid down by an honourable gentleman [Mr. Smith} 
who really argued this queſtion as a lawyer. 

Let me ſuppoſe now, that Reilly inſtead of acting under Napper 
Tandy and his aſſociates, had acted under a corrupt minitter; let 
me ſuppoſe that the chrone was occupied by. a weak, or wicked 
prince, who had formed the delign of overthrowing parliament 
by means of a congrels of deſperate and unprincipled men, If 
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proceedings were taken by indictment or by information, the 
crown could grant a pardon or order the attorney general to iſſue 
a noli proſequi—ſo that nothing but the controling power of 
the court of King's-bench, exerciſed by the way of attachment, 
would remain to ſtop the evil. While an offender is proſecuted 
in this mode, the crown can have no interference. 

Thank God, we have lived to ſee our judges independent of 
the crown, and only removeable on the addreſs of both Houſes 
of Parliament, who will ever ſupport them in maintaining the 
conſtitution. I ſay then, that the power of attachment in the 
court of King's-bench over all the king's officers was given for 
the beſt purpoſe, and cannot be taken away without removing 
one great barrier againft tyranny. It has been ſaid that the 

roceeding againſt Reilly has occaſioned great horror in Eng- 
and: I was there not very long ago, and I could not perceive 
any of this horror e of legal knowledge in that country, 
are eQly ſatished of the rectitude of thoſe proceedings. I 
have been told indeed that two gentlemen who were amuſing 
themſelves at Bath, took upon them to give opinions on theſe 

oceedings ; we cannot tell how the caſe was ſtated to chem, 
— I will ſay that they did a very raſh thing in giving their opi- 
nions without conſulting their books, for, . ſome little 
degree of enquiry, every man cannot decide fo very eaſily on 
s queſtion ; and when I am told that any country gentleman 
aay decide upon it, I am ſurpriſed at my own dullneſs that I 
ſhould be under the neceſſity of making a very deep reſearch into 
the beſt lau- writers, before I could venture to deliver an opinion 

it, a 

It has been ſaid that inſtead of preventing other ſheriffs from 
following the example of Reilly, the proceedings againſt him 
have provoked them to imitate his crime. Sir, I deny this, there 
is but one inſtance of a ſheriff having followed his example, and 
he has ſo quirked and quibbled, and ſhrunk behind the duplicity 
of equivocation, that he could not be fo eafily laid hold of as 
Reilly; yet I doubt not if it were neceſſary, that for all his little 
cunning, I ſhould be able to bring him to juſtice. 

An honourable and reſpeQable friend of mine has mentioned 
the ſtatute of Edward I. as having found it in a rare book; he 
may ſee it at large in the 2d. Inftitute with Lord Coke's comment 
upon it—it is a declaratory and not an enaQting ſtatute, and he 
will there find that a ſheriff was attached for not ſummoning the 
power of his county where he ought to ſummon it, and for ſum- 
moning the power of his county where he ought not to ſummon it. 
Sir, the right of attaching is as much the privilege of the King's- 
bench, as the right of committing is the privilege of this Houſe, 
] aſk the right honourable mover of the reſolution, whether the 
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Houſe, by committing Bingley, did not take away his trial by jury, 
yet the Houſe was right in ſo doing, becauſe it exerciſed a con- 
ſtitutional privilege. 

If any man thinks that the King's Attorney General has acted 
improperly in the caſe of Reilly, let him now ch rge him; here 
he ſtands, and has avowed himſelf the adviter of that meaſure ; 
but he, with great deference ſubmits to this committee, that they 
have no right to meddle with the judicial deciſions of the court 
of King's-bench; you may as well call for a ſpeci i verdict and 
arraign the judgment thereon, If any man thinks the judges have 
ated corruptly, let him impeach them, but let not their honour 
be tarniſhed by ſuch a reſolution as that which has been propoſed 
—one member ſays the enormity of Reilly's crime aggravates 
the guilt of the judges, and who is the puny babbler that accuſes 
the judges of guilt ?—Let no puny babbler preſume to blaſt with 
vile unbounded calumny the reputation of the judges of the land. 
If they have been guilty, I ſay again impeach them, they are 
amenable to juſtice; but nothing can tend ſo much to the diſ- 
turbance and injury of the country as inculcating an opinion that 
the judges of the land have acted improperly. And | ſay, if every 
puny babbler ſhall preſume to vilify and infult the judges, under 
colour of parliamentary privilege, no gentleman, no man of 
honour, will accept the office ofa judge. w 


Mr. Cuxran thanked the right honourable gentleman for te- 
ſtoring him to his good humour, and for having with great libe- 
rality and parliamentary decency anſwered his arguments with 
perſonality ! Some expreſſions could not heat him, when coming 
from perſons of a certain diſtinction. He would not interrupt 
the right honourable gentleman in the hich repetition of his —. 
He would prevent his arguments by telling him he had not allud- 
ed in one inſtance to Mr. Reilly. The right honourable gentle- 
man faid, he had declared the judges guilty; but he had ſaid 
no ſuch thing. He ſaid if any judge was toaQ in the manner he 
mentioned, it would be an aggravation of his guilt. The right | 
honourable gentleman had ſaid, that the Houſe of Commons had : 
no right to inveſtigate the conduct of judges ; if fo, he would 
aſk the learned ſerjeant, why he ſat in that chair ?—tie would 
aſk why the reſolution had been juſt read from the journals ? 

The gentleman had called him a babbler; he could not think 
that was meant as a diſgrace, becauſe in another parliament, 
before he had the honour of a ſeat in that Houſe, but when he 


. was in the gallery, he had heard a young lawyer named Babbler.,, 
; He did not recolled that there were ſponſers at the baptiſmal font, 
. nor was there any occaſion, as the infant had promiſed and vowed 
3 ſo many things in his own name, Indeed he found it difficult to 


reply, for he was not aceuſtomed to prongunce panegyric upon 
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himſelf; he did not well know how to do it; but ſince he could 
not tell them what he was, he could tell them what he was not : 
He was not a man whoſe reſpect in perſon and character de- 
pended upon the importance of his office ; he was not a young 
man who thruſt himſelf into the foreground of a picture which 
ought to be occupied by a better figure; he was not a man who 
relied with invective when ſinking under the weight of argu» 
ment; he was not a man who denied the neceſſity of a parliamen- 
tary reform at the time he proved the expediency of it, by revil- 
ing his own conſti;uents, the pariſh clerk, the ſexton, and grave- 
digger; and if there was any man who could apply what he was 
not, to himſelf, he left him to think of it in the committee, and to 
contemplate upon it when he went home, 


The ATTorNty GENERAL declared he had not meant any 
thing perſonal to the honourable member, and denied that the 
pariſh clerk, the ſexton, and the grave-digger were his conſti- 
tuents ; they wanted to be fo, but he diſclaimed them, 


About forty minutes paſt two the Houſe divided, when therg 
appeared | ? 
"Ayes, for the reſolution, 71 
Noes, 143 
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